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"I0 RAYWAP/ATTORNEY GENERAL D BRANCH CANBERRA ACT AS
RAYWBBK/DIO CANBERRA

RAYWBFA/ONA CANBERRA ACT

RHDLCNE/CINCUSNAVEUR LONDON UKs7/7N2s7
RHEBAAA/DEPT OF ENERGY WASHINGTON DC//IN-1//
RHEFJWC/ JWAC DAHLGREN VA

RHEFNGA/CDRNGIC CHARLOTTESVILLE VA
RHEFQAN/MARCORINTACT QUANTICD VA

RHFJUSC/US CUSTOMS SERVICE NASHINGTON pC
RHFJUSE/ZUSCS FIU SE MIAMI F .
RHFJUSH/7USCS TIC BAY ST LOUIS MS

RHFJUSIZUSCS AIU LONG BEACH C

RHFPAAA/UTAIS RAMSTEIN AB GE//INDN//
RHFTOSE/0SIA EUROPE RHEIN MAIN AB GE
RHHJJAAZJICPAC HONOLULU

RHHJJPI/PACOM IDHS HONOLULU HI
RHHMUNAZUSCINCPAC HONOLULU HI

RUCEAAB/HQ AFSPC INTEL PETERSON AFB cu
RUCPDOC/DEPT OF COMMERCE WASHINGTON D
RUCXGRD/COGARD INTELCQORDCEN NASHINGTON DC
RUCXNIS/DIRNAVCRIMINVSERV WASHINGTON DC
RUCXONI/ZON]I NASHINGTON DCrr216G877
RUDKACZ/AVIENNABE

RUDKKC/TASHKENTBETA

RUDKMI/MINSKBETA

RUDKPN/AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN//FOR REGIONAL AFFAIRS//
RUEAIIS/STORAGE CENTER FBIS R N VA
RUEFADAZ/AFIAA AMHS BOLLING AFB DC

RUEHBU-/USDAO BUENOS AIR

RUEHC/SECSTATE NASHINGTDN DC//7DS/CMI/CI/7
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EEC//
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//INR//
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//PASS TO AID FOR DAVID DALTON//
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//SIL//
RUEHGV~-USMISSION GENEVA 3Z

RUEKDIA/DIA WASHINGTON DC

RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON

RUEQLAA/11SHS SCHRIEVER AFB CO//DOA//
RUEPINA/DIRLIWA FT BELVOIR VA

RUEPMAX/GISA FT BRAGG

RUEPPOG/CDR PSYOPGP FT BRAGG NC//ASOF-POG-SB//
RUEPPOG/CDR4THPSYOPGP FT BRAGG NC//AOCP-P0OG-SB//
RUEPTAC/ISDTACOM WARREN

RUEPVAA/COMJSOC FT BRAGG NC//J—Z//
RUEPVAI/CDRUSASOIC WASHINGTON DC//DIS//
RUEPWDC/DA AMHS WASHINGTON DC

RUETIAA/NSACSS FT GEORGE G MEADE MD
RUFGAID/USCINCEUR INTEL VAIHINGEN

RUFOADA/JAC MOLESWORTH RAF MOLESNDRTH UK
RUFTAKC/UDITDUSAREUR HEIDELBERG GE

RUHBABA/CG II1 MEFr/G-2/7

RUHHAEA/NAIC WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB OH
RUKAESE/CDR USASETAF VICENZA I1T/7AESE-CMO//
RULGPUA/COMUSNAYSO//N2//

RULSDMK/DEPT OF TRANSPORTATION WASHINGTON DC//S-64/7/
RUMIJTA/DI RJIAPF EAST JNTFUSIONCTR

RUMIJTF/DI RJIATF EAST

RUQVKEW/AFIWC -KELLY AFB TX//0SKC//
RUMCAAA/SMC LOS -ANGELES AFS CA//IND//
RUWDOHA/DEFENSE/SMAC FT MEADE MD

RUWSMXIZ/AMC INTEL CEN SCOTT AFB IL/7INOZ/
RUWSMXIZUSCINCTRANS INTEL CEN SCOTT AFB IL//J2-0/J2-J//
RXFPSH/SHAPE BE//PIO//
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["Rumors Rated"™ feature comp!led by Inmara Ftlatova, Marina
Romanova, and Yekaterina Deyeval

[FBIS Translated Text]l One Large TV Chamnel Instead of Two Small
Ones; Rumor from Ostankino [subhead] , .

The most lmplausible rumors emer?ed last week tn the corrldors
of Ostankino. First, there was a discussion of Gazprom’s Intention
to get rid of the television channels under 1ts control. TNT
workers were art!cularla concerned: Kokh, so the rumor makers
clalm, has only just sald that he has gotten more money for the
chammel before resl?nln? from Gazprom-medla. Now a very gloomy
mood prevalls at TNI: hey are saytng that journalists have Ifttie
hope of getting thelr salarles In the immediate future and thelr
fong-term rrosPects are not clear at ai!. A second rumor is that
the authorlitles Intend to attack TV-6 -- they allegedly Intend to
close the channel using the strategy with which we are already
famlitar. But who wil et thils freguency 1s so far unciear to the
rumor makers too. And, flmally, the most "global rumor” -- they
say the KremlIn has dectded to merge ORT and RTR -- and aimost In
time for the New Year there wlll be one blg channel Instead of two.

The Kursk Wil Never Be Ralsed; Rumors from Rosiyakovo [subheadl

It has been anmmounced officlally that the dellvery of the Kursk
to the Roslyakovo float!na dock ts being postponed for a week. But
gccor?ln t? r?Tors from Rosliyakovo ttseif the submarine will never

e ratsed at all.

The reason Is allegedly the cracks In the nuclear reactor formed
when the torpedo exploded. HKhiie the submartine was lying on the
sea bed under the water pressure the reactor remalned hermetically
sealed and the radiation did not "leak™ from 1t. If the Kursk s
raised then In the speclalists - opinton the cracks wiil spread and
radtation poliution wl!ll not be avolded. Another story Is that at
least two missile contalners close to the blast In the first
compartment were damaged.

The reason for the rumors ts the lack of any visible reasons for
delaying the final stage of the operation -- the weather In the
regton of Roslﬁakovo Is normal and the equlpment Is ogeratlng
without a hitch. HKhy then are the salvage operators belmng
dilatory? According to other rumors this 1s being done to give
time for the divers to work as they are now secretly seeking the
ship“s loa tn the submarime hull == you never know what may be
written there about the causes of the tragedy.... And the most
Improbable rumor 1s that the Northern Fleet Is already preparing to
transport the Kursk tnside the Arctlic Circle and to encase It I
concrete and sink 1t to a great depth. -

You can understand the outspoken rumor-makers: After all, the
longer the powers conceal the truth about the submarine, the more
fantasttc the stortes become....

¥ Taltban Helped by Ordinary Amertcans; Flortda Rumor [subhead]

% The events In Fiorlda, where several people have been [nfected
¥wl th anthrax, bhave shaken the whole world. It 1s sttll unclear how
thls could have happened. After all, as we know, only a few states
¥have anthrax stralns and the bactllit are carefully kept In closed
laboratorles and people cammot galn access to them from the
street. How did the terrorists —— 1f they are to blame -- get to
the letha! bacteria? The rumor makers have thelr theorles.

According to one theory the Isiamic terrortsts were helped by
ordtnary Americans. Or to be mgre preclse by members of local
American extremlst groupings. There are qulte a few of these In
the United States. For Instance the "Branch Davidians," the "Texas
separatists,™ the "Mllltta....~ They are al dissatisfled wlth the
country’s offtclal authoritles and are not averse to scheming
agalnst them.

According to the rumors, an activist from one of these sects
hagpened to be working In a top-secret American blologlcal
laboratory. The rest was a mere technical matter ~—- the Tallban
found the man the? meeded, he stole the test tubes they wanted from

¥work and the result 1s several Amertcan tnfected with anthrax. The
¥rumor "carrters™ say that the anthrax bacll|! were of a speclflc
kind Itke the stratns "cultivated” in America....

Krem!In Has Acquired New Berezovskly; Kremlin Corrtdors
[{subhead]
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+ . Nature abhors a vacuum. Especlally In the case of the

“~ Kremltn. Rumor has 1t that new "emImnences grises™ are taklng over
from the former ones. . Rumor has 1t that thé Presidentlal Staff Is
.caliing a representative of the new generatlon of ollgarchs —- one
‘Mr Pugachev -- nothln? less than the second Berezovskly. Apart
from the fact that thls gentieman has become a frequent vislitor to
Putin-s reception area and ts making friends with the most
{nfluenttal Kremltn officlals, so far itttle ts known about
him. he Is the owner of a large Moscow bank managing a small

Moscow television channel. It ts also known that the newfound
Sa?keﬁ;s power 1s based on his close relationship to Aleksandr
oloshin.

The rumors that Pugachev has become definltively established on
the polttical Olympus, overtaking another contender -- the banker
Kogan —- In the desperate race t0 become Berezovskly’s successor
be?an to spread after the Instgniftcant Moscow chammel began to
?ﬁnREe)m entree to flim all major events Involving the
BT
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