Approved for Release: 2017/11/07 C06708814

DIRECTORATE OF

OPERATIONS Category 38 (1),

FURTHER DISSEMINATION AND USE OF THIS INFORMATION SUBJECT TO

CONTROLS STATED AT BEGINNING AND END OF REPORT.

STATE/DIR FBI SDO
(MARD COPIES TU: NSC/S D/DCI/NFAC

WHSITRM D/ORPA D/CRG D/5LCUR 1)/0MS),

Clonified by Recorded Reporting Officer. Exempt from General Declonsificonon Schedule of £.Q. 11852 Exemption
@lmponlblo to Determine Date of Automatic Declanification.

L o y{u KQUTINE
‘ : 17 04010874
\ Intelligence Information Cable PAGE 001 OF 005

THIS 1S AN INFORMATION REPORT, NOT FINALLY EVALUATED INTELLIGENCE

REPORT CLASS 5 E C E To=WNINTEL==NOFORN®=NOCONTRACT==QRCON

EXCLUSIVE DISSEMINATION TO ADDRESSEES LISTED IN FINAL PARAGRAPH

44 .
EXCLUSIVE FOR” ppoygyenr s oo

Hy}! !5? {hf A DIST 05 JUN 78 R———
SIS ’“*0—'
...--.--.-.-----...--.-----.-....---.----.--.-.-.-.----.-.--.-...--.. o ; E
[47]

& =
COUNTRY: VENEZUELA = 5’ 8
C¢ n
SUBJECT: STATUS OF THE INVESTIGATION OF THE KIDNAPPING OF WILLIAM ?Mr;_c_
= (b)(1)

F. NIEHOUS = (
5 ()3
SO
SUMMARY: THE VENEZUELAN GOVERNMENT HAS ESTABLISHED &4 SPECIAL axr
= b w
OFFICE IN THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR TO HANDLE THE INVESTIGATION OF égz”
THE 1976 KIDNAPPING OF UNITED STATES BUSINESSMAN WILLIAM F. NIEHOUS, _‘3:%
-
2 %
THIS GROUP IS BEING HEADED BY RAFAEL RIVAS VASQUEZ WHO IS TECHNICALLY:ijZ

9 ~3
: O
DEPUTY CHIEF OF THE DIRECTORATE FOR THE SERVICES OF INTELLIGENCE AN( éggg
PREVENTION (DISIP), RIVAS, HOWEVER, IS IN THE MIDST OF A POWER stmcs@:
% O

AITH HIS IMMEDIATE SUPERVISOR, RETIRED GENERAL RAUL GIMENEZ GAINZA,
GIMENEZ, WHO FULLY EXPECTS RIVAS TO FAIL, THUS

THE DIRECTOR OF DISIP,
ENDING HIS CAREER, IS INDEPENDENTLY PURSUING THE CASE IN THE EASTERN

STATES OF VENEZUELA, BOTH THROUGH DISIP PEOPLE UNDER H18 COMMAND AND
AN EXTRA=OFFICIAL SECURITY UNIT OPERATING IN THE AREA, END SUMMARY,
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2. ACTING ON RECENTLY RECEIVED INKFORMATION INDICATING THAT
KIDNAPPED WLITED STATES BUSIVESSMA:., r]LLIAM F, NJEHOUS wAS ALIVE
AS OF MAKRCH 1977, THE VENEZUELA'l GOvERN“ENT [S S1§PPING Up 1718
INVESTIGATION OF THE CASE, TO CARRY THIS FORwWARD, A SPECIAL OFFICE
’ IN THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR HAS BEE~N ESTABLISHEC TU ACT AS THE FOCAL
POINT FOR THE INVESTIGATION, THIS OFFICE IS HEADED BY RAFAEL R I v A S
| VASQUEZ, DEPUTY CHIEF OF THE DIRECTORATE FOR THE SERVICES OF

INTELLIGENCE AND PREVENTION (DISIP), AND wILL CALL UPON DISIP,
THE DIRECTORATE OF MILITARY INTELLIGENCE (DIM) , AND THE TECHKICAL
JUDICIAL POLICE (PTJ) FOR SUPPORT,

3. THE NIEHOUS INVESTIGATIVE GROUP WILL HAVE A STAFF OF SIX
DISIP OFFICERS AMD 12 UGDERCOVER AGE'TS ARE TN BE ASSIGNED TO THE
CASE AS INVESTIGATORS AND SURVEILLANTS, ADDITIONAL MEN wILL BE
ASSIGNED TO THE GROUP OM AN AD HOC RAS1S, THE GROUP 18 EXPECTED
TO HAVE AN OPERATING BUDGET OF BS. 85,000 (U.S. $19,860) PER MONTH.

4, THE TEAM PLANS ON REINTERROGATING THOSE INDIVIDUALS
CURRENTLY BEING HELD IN CONNECTION wITH THE KIDNAPPING, RECONTACTING
! INFORMANTS WHO MAVE BEEN HELPFUL IN THE CASE IN THE PAST, AND RE=
| IMPLEMENTING SURVEILLANCE OF SUSPECTS IN THE CASE WHO ARE STILL AT
LARGE, IN THIS REGARD, VENEZUELAN SECURITY OFFICIALS ADMIT THAT THEIR
| "INVESTIGATION OF THE CASE IN THE PAST YEAR AND A HALF HAS BEEN Une

INSPIRED, SINCE MOST AUTHORITIES WERE CONVINCED THAT NIEHOUS WAS DEAD,
THE NEWLY RECEIVED INFORMATION INDICATING THAT HWE wAS ALIVE AS OF

|
|
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. MARCH 1977 HAS THROWN A NEW LIGHT ON THE CASE.

Se

6s DESPITE THE CREATION OF THE NEW NIEHOUS INVESTIGATION TEAM
CHARGED wITH THE RESOLUTIUN OF THE CASE, RETIRED GENERAL RAUL
G I MENE Z GAINZA, THE DIRECTOR OF DISIP, IS INDEPENDENTLY
PURSUING THE CASE, GIMEMEZ IS COMVINCED THAT NIEHOUS wILL BE
FOUND, WHETHER DEAD OR ALIVE, IN THE SOUTHEASTERN AREA OF GUARIC
STATE AHERE GUARICO, ANZUOATEGUI AND ROLIVAR STATES MEET, GIMENEZ,
THEREFORE, HAS DISPATCHED A TWELVE=MAN DISIP TEAM TO THE AREA.
GIMENEZ HAS NOT INFORMED RIVAS OF HIS ACTIVITIES IN THE NIEHOUS CASE,
7. 1IN orsﬁussxmc RIVAS' ASSIGNYENT TU THE NIEMOUS CASE,
GIMENEZ SAID THAT HE FULLY EXPECTS RIVAS T0 FAIL IN WIS EFFORTS.TO
RESOLVE THE CASE, FURTHERMORE, HIS FAILURE wOULD SPELL THE END OF

RIVAS' CAREER w1Th THE SECURITY SERVICES, GIMENEZ OPINED,

COMMENT: GIMENEZ DISLIKES RIVAS, WITH WHOM HE EXCHANGED BLOWS SEVERAL
MONTHS AGO, AND HAS BEEN TRYING TO QUST HIM AS DISIP'S DEPUTY DIRECTOR,
RIVAS' FRIENDSHIP RITH INTERIOR MINISTER OCTAVIO L E P A G E HAS
ENABLED HIM TD MAINTAIN KIS DISIP TITLE AND SALARY, ALTHOUGH R1lvaAS

IS GIVEN NO DISIP WORK TO FULFILL. GIMENEZ OBVIOUSLY HOPES RIVAS nNILL
FAIL AND WILL PROBABLY DO ALL IN WIS PUKER TO SEE THAT ME DOES.)
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Q¢ MEANNHILE, VEREZUELAN AUTHORITIES wWave RECEIVED INFORMAT]ION

THAY AS OF CCTCRER !1G77 “JERJUS 4S5 ELIVE AxD =t1iG HELD IN VAPIOUS

LOCALITIES I~ Tk EASTERx SECVION OF VELEZUELS,

THE & ]JCNLPPERS, PERIODICALLY

MOVE NIEHOUS FROv ONE PLACE TO AROTHER, THEY ALSO COJTINUOUSLY CHAILGE
THE INOIVIDUALS CHARGED a]TH DELIVERING FOOD AND OTHER SUPPLIES TO

THEN, m™ls

INFORNATION WAS BEEN HADE“}VAILABLE T0 GIMENEZ AND RETIRED MAJOR
JOSE T 1 R A D O MADRIDy THE FIELD COMMANDER OF AN EXTRAe

OFFICIAL SECURITY UK]T ~MICH OPERLTES J&. THE LASTERN STATES UWHDER

UNDOUBTEDLY CONTINUE,)

GIMENEZ' COMvaAND,

10, COMMENT: wMILE THE vENEZUELANL GUVERNMENT 1S

UNDOUBTEDLY TRULY AnX10OUS TO RESOLVE THE WIEHOUS CASE, PERSONALITIES
WEITHIN THE CONFLICTS AMONG THE VARIOUS SECURITY GROUPS MAVE HAMPERED

THE INVESTIGATION, AS SEEN FROM THE 280VE, T+.S SITUATION WILL

11.
12.
13« WASHINGTON DIS3Ew:
T0 STATE EXCLUSIVE FOR THE DIRECTOR, MR

10 Ful EXCLUSIVE FOR THE ASSISTALT DIWECTK,
’ " SECFPEY
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