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REPORT CLASS S E 

THIS IS AN INFORMATION REPORT, NQT FINALLY EVALUATED INTELLIGENCE 
B/R/E T’-WNINTEL--NOFORN--NOCONTRACT--ORC ON 

S LISTED IN FINAL PARAGRAPH EXCLUSIVE 

"EXBU 

COUNTRY: 

SUBJECT: 

SOURCE2 

SUMMARY: THE VENEZUELAN GOVERNMENT HAS 
OFFICE IN THE MINISTRY 
THE I976 

THIS GROUP IS BEING HEADEO BY RAFAEL RIV 
DEPUTY C 

PREVENTION EDISIPJQ RIV I ( 

WITH HIS IMMEDIATE SUPERVISOR: 
THE DIRECTOR OF DISIP. GIMENEZr WHO FULLY E 

DISSEMINATION TO ADDRESSEE 

1. 
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Imomy 
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Oilkq C45 tmni 

LN! Ls‘, 

VENEZUELA
\ 

STATUS OF THE INVESTIGATION OF THE KIDNAPPING OF NILLIAM 
F. NIEHOUS‘

l 

SEE BELOW. ' 

ESTABLISHED A SPECIAL “ 

HE 

“‘ 

4%]
' 

@010/"s 

Hsnou 

NEAR) 

Q

E 
OF INTERIOR T0 HANDLE THE INVESTIGATION 0F 

KIDNAPPING OF UNITED STATES BUSINESSMAN WILLIAM F. NIEHOUS 
AS VASOUEZ WHO IS TECHNICAL 

uzar or rue DIRECTORATE ran was sznvxcsa or INTELLIGENCE AN 
AS HOWEVER IS IN THE MIDST OF A POWER STR 

RETIRED GENERAL RAUL GIMENEZ GAINZA, 
XPECTS RIVAS TO FAIL; THUS 

ER IS INOEPENDENTLY PURSUING THE CASE IN THE EASTERN ENDING HIS CARE' 0 

STATES OF VENEZUELA; BOTH 
AN EXTRA'OFFICIAL SECURITY U 

THROUGH DISIP PEOPLE UNDER HIS COMMAND AND 
NIT OPERATING IN THE AREA. END SUMMARY»
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HARLING NOTICE AGE U02 OF uub 

SENSITIVE INTELLIGENCE SOURCES AND “ETHUDS INVOLVED 

FURTHER OISSENILATION AND USE OF THIS ILFORNATION SUBJECT T0 
c0NTROLS STATED AT QEEINNING AND END NF REPORT 

Y 
\ \

‘ 

Z, ACTING ON RECENTLY RECEIVED INFORMATION INDICATING THAT 

KIDNAPPED ULITED STATES BUSIVESSVAN WILLIA“ F. NIEHOUS WAS ALIVE 

AS OF MARCH I977: THE VENEZUELA1 GOVEFNNENT IS STEPPING UP ITS 

INVESTIGATION or THE CASE. To CARRY THIS Fuwwano, A SPECIAL OFFICE 

IN THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED TU ACT AS THE FOCAL 

POINT FOR THE INVESTIGATION. THIS OFFICE IS HEADED BY RAFAEL P I V A 5 

VASOUElo DEPUTY CHIEF OF THE DIRECTORATE FOR THE SERVICES OF 

INTELLIGENCE AND PREVENTION (OISIPJI AND wILL CALL UPON DISIPI 

THE DIRECTORATE OF MILITARY INTELLIGENCE (DIM) I AND THE TECHNICAL 

JUDICIAL POLICE (PTJ) FOR SUPPORT. 

3. THE NIEHOUS INVESTIGATIVE GROUP WILL HAVE A STAFF OF six
_ 

DISIP OFFICERS AND I2 UNDERCOVER AGEFTS ARE TO BE ASSIGNED TO THE 

CASE AS INVESTIGATORS AND SURVEILLANTS. ADDITIONAL HEN WILL BE 

ASSIGNED T0 THE GROUP 0N AN AD HOE nns1s, THE GROUP Is EXPECTED 

TO HAVE AN OPERATING BUDGET OF BS. 85,000 (U.S. $19,860) PER MONTH. 

u. THE TEAM PLANS ON REINTERROGATING THOSE INDIVIDUALS 
CURRENTLY BEING HELD IN CONNECTION NITH THE KIDNAPPING, RECONTACTING 
INFORMANTS WHO HAVE BEEN HELPFUL IN THE CASE IN THE PAST: AND RE- 

IMPLEMENTING SURVEILLANCE OF SUSPECTS IN THE CASE WHO ARE STILL AT 

:L‘RGEO IN THIS REGARD: VENEZUELAN SECURITY OFFICIALS ADMIT THAT THEIR 
INVESTIGATION OF THE CASE IN THE PAST YEAR AND A HALF HAS BEEN UN‘ 

INSPIRED: SINCE MOST AUTHORITIES WERE CONVINCED THAT NIEHOUS WAS DEAD. 
THE NENLY RECEIVED INFORMATION INDICATING THAT HE wAs ALIVE AS or A 

' ' ,* 
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HQRCH I977 HAS THROWN A NEW LIGHT ON THE CASE- 
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(bX1) 
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I 

0. DESPITE THE CREATION OF THE NEw NIEHOUS INVESTIGATION TEAM 
CHARGED WITH THE RESOLUTION OF THE CASE; RETIRED GENERAL RAUL 
G I M E N E Z GAINZA, THE DIRECTOR UF nISIP, Is INDEPENDENTLY 
PURSUING THE CASE. GIMENEZ IS COMVINCEU THAT NIEHOUS HILL BE 
FOUND, AHETHER DEAD nu ALIVE, In THE SUUTHEASTEEN AREA 0F GUARICJ 
STATE NHERE GUARIC0, ANZUATEGUI AND BULIVAR STATES MEET. GIMENEZI 
THEREFORE; HAS 0IsPATcHEO A TwELvE-~Aw DISIP TEAM To THE AREA. 
BIHENEZ HQS NOT INFORMED RIVAS OF HIS ACT-IVITIES IN THE NIEHOUS CASE. 

1. IN DISEHSSIMG RIvLS' Ass1n~~E~T TU THE NIEHOHS CASE; 
sIME~Ez sAIo THAT HE FULLY EXPECTS RIVAS T0 FAIL IN HIS EFFORTS To 
RESOLVE THE cAs£. Funvncnnons, HIS FAILURE w0ULD SPELL THE END or 
nIvAsf CAREER n1Th rue szcunxrv sanvxces, GIMENEZ OPINED. [TI] comment: GIMENEZ DISLIKES n1vAs, wxvu wHOM HE EXCHANGED BLOHS SEVERAL 
mourns Aco, AND HA8 BEEN TRYING T0 ousv HIM As DISIP'S DEPUTY DIRECTOR. 
nIvAs' FRIEQDSHIP WITH INTERIOR MINISTER ocTAvIo L E P A c E HAS 
ENABLED HIM T0 MAINTAIN HIS DISIP TITLE AND SALARY, ALTHOUGH R]VA$ 
Is GIVEN ~o DISIP w0RK T0 FULFILL. GXMENEZ OBVIOUSLY nowzs n1vAs HILL 
FAIL AND MILL PROBABLY no ALL 1~ nxs PUwER T0 see THAT we DQE$,) 

8. 
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SENSITIVE IRTELLIGENCE SUUFCES KHU ”!T*LDS I"VOLV£D 

FURTHER DI$$E*3IhlTI('ll\: ‘BRO USE. I.-F T"'IS I'¢FG'-‘*§-TIU'=- SUBJECT T0 
- C(;*¢TRUL$'STATED AT H561!--‘-I'=6 “=0 £‘-l- ‘IF 3590"-iT 

90 '1ElNM'lILEv VEKEZUELAK NJTHORITIES HAVE QECEIVE9 INFORMATION 
‘IFMT AS OF ECTL-HEP 3977 '~'ll'.H"JUS I--'-S I-LIV? Ami) -.E.1F-G “ELD IN V!-°I0'JS 

LOINLIIIES IN TWP. EASTEW-" SECIIO‘-* O7 \'F.I-l'.ZUELl- 

WE 
"OVE NIEHOUS FRO" Ohfi 9LlCE T0 ANOTHER, THEY ALSO CDMTINUOUSLY CI-lA=;(;£ 

THE INDIVIDINLS CNARGED QITH DELIVERING FOOD AND OTHER SUPPLIES TO 
THEN. 

‘ 

‘tnls 
INFORMATION HA8 BEEh HlDE“}Vl!LlBLE Iu GIHENEZ IND RETIRED NIJOR 
JOSE T I I I D 0 Il0RTOv tn! FIELD covwnunin or AN Ellin- 
orrxcm. secwmv uur 4‘-FICH 0P£=u£$ 11. mi usruw sures ur-ma - 

6IIENEl' Conwnno. 

10. [::::::1co~M£~1: »"ILE tut flthtlUELlh suvcwuwtwt ls 

UNDOUBTEDLY TRULY Aaxlnus to RESOLv£ tn: MIEHOUS cuss. PERSONALITIES 
IITHIN tut CONFLICTS ANONG THE vnnlous sccuazrv cnouPs HAVE unmngnco 
THE INv£8TI6A1l0~. ls sten rno» was tfinvs. 1»:s sxwuatlow w1LL 
UNDOUBIEOLY CONTINUE.) 

ll. 

12. 

I3. IISNINBTON D188!!! 
T0 stare txcuuslvz run tut nlitcton. Iv! 

to F8! EXCLUSIVE row IuE ASSISTANT olvicrun,
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