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SOUTHEhST_ASIA/BFGHANISTANE APPARENT DECREASE IN LETHAL CHEMICAL 
RTTRCKS Tfi#_ 

In the past five months, significant hostilities have continued 
in the same areas of Southeast Asia and Afghanistan where lethal 
chemical-weapons were used from late 1979 to mid-1982./ 

\ 

. - 

screening of victim refugees and their medical histories, 
physical examinations, and tests. By April 1983, a sharp H 
decrease in the number of chemical attacks was reported. 'l‘his_,*__§-t 

included both a decline in reported deaths and an_absence of
' 

medical evidence of mycotoxin effects, such as bleeding and 
bl isterinq.3 
“omment: 

A number of important findings resulted, Ayisits to V 

meld hogpitals an_d_ 1_nt¢g\>;.¢ws_ wi tn ?ph_ycs;ici_~an's ‘actpiv¢1y_»<,.i‘n.'v=b:lved
' 

\lfi screeninjgior CW-etofizin‘ i'.njur.i'es a'n1d;rev_i_ewin.g patient -
. 

histories revealed little evidence of e:p'a't;i:ents or 'r.iefu,9é§$ having 
‘observed or been exposedt-0 [lethal .c§hIemiic_a;l_ at-teaciks in 1983. 
Victims with active lesions and evidence of attacks in mid'-to- 1 

lnte—1982 were, however, encountered, further confirming our 
earlier findings. New information of Soviet involvement intthe - 

suppl, and use of agents in Sontheastmsia also was obtained. 2 
There often is a lag, some times as long as 60 to 90 days, from 
the time of attack to receipt of either human or sample evidence. 

6 JULY 1983 
1 - SW SWDR 83—226JX 

we 
_ 9 

Approved for Release: 2015/01/05 C06158187 

(b)(3 

b)(1) ' 

b)(3) 

(b)(3) 

(b)(1) 
(b)(3) 

/'\/\ 

CTCT \/\_/ 

/'\/\ 

0000 

(b)(3)

)

)



Approved for Release: 2015/01/05 C06158187 

TO 

But, extensive efforts have been made beginning this year to 
contact all new arrivals at the holding centers to question them 
about Cw-related incidents, and to screen them for medical signs 
and symptoms. This process has resulted in some cases being 
turned up by nurses, physicians, and social workers in northern 
Thailand (for refugees coming from Laos), eastern Thailand (for 
Cambodia), and Peshawar, Pakistan (for Afghanistan). E:::::] 

In Laos, 12 chemical attacks were reported in 1983, the most 
tecent on 7 May. Two reports claimed deaths--one subsequently 
was round to have been caused by non-chemical means and'one, 
remains lnconfirmed. Two ref rts claimed toxin signs and 
symptoms~~one was found to be spurious and one is unconfirmed. 
The remaining attacks were characterized as non-lethal. In 

Cambodia, none of the reported deaths in 1983 have been Q 

confirmed, but one of three alleged victims from a March attack Q 
had detectable levels of toxins in her blood. All physical and 
biological control (nrnexposed subjects and h sical locations) 
samples from both countries were negative. [221 
Medical evidence, tirst noted in late 1982, shows that an 
unidentified non-lethal or blister agent that causes extreme 
discomfort and sometimes dizziness is continuing to he used in 
Laos in 1983. In Afghanistan, there is evidence of continued use 
of an unidentified agent that causes unconsciousness for several 

e1;LM 

(bX3) 

(bX3) 

(bX3) 

hours with little side effects and no systemic medical problems; CLQNWXNJQMQ 
‘ 

- 
curred with irritants and 4’ ' 

and in Cambodia, frequent attacks oc 
=riot-control agents. E:::::::]

' 

Qih Laos the resistance leadership denies having any evidence of 
leth;;:chomical attacks in 1983, and.the.civ111an Hmong 
leadership denied any chemical use except For “tear gas.“ _The 
leadership of the Kampuchean Popular National Liberation Front, 
rhme. Rouge,_and other resistance fighters in(Cambodia)have been 
contacted, and they also deny lethal chemical weapons use. These 
include long-standing reliable contacts who would have preferred 
to have provided positive evidence. Physicians and military 
sources in Afghanistan, who similarly have provided excellent 
data in the past, also reported that no deaths due to chemical 
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weapons have occurred since early 1983. Upon close questioning Q of all 0! these sources, it was clear that absence of attacks 
with lethal agents rather than presence of improved individual (,Ld 
‘protective measures accounts for the decrease. E::::::::] 

c»Aa.@% ~ 
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Physical samples continue to be received from alleged sites of 4?/&N“v§uJP 
.attacks that occurred in 1983; but the evidence lacks specific ¢AMAMflW4q¥& 
locations, times, and effects, or it indicates the use of non 
lethal chemicals. Recently acquired and analyzed samples from 
mid-1982, however, show positive results for lethal toxins.-[::::j

i 

covering northeastern Laos and southern Cambodia,
‘ 

US collection efforts always have been limited. In», 
the past, these areas have yielded some of the best physical '“ 

evidence available of lethal and mycotoxin chemical use. The 
\ 

iresponsible for CW collection recently 
'were contacted and acknowledged they too have no evidence of 
‘chemical attacks since the beginning of 1983, except for riot- 
pontrol agents. They also confirm havin laboratory evidence of 
lethal agents from l982 attack sites. 'Ei%::::::::] 

Significant uncertainties remain concerning our 

-- lt is possible that we may have missed some refugee 
arrivals in remote border locations, especially from JW**“ 
northeast and western Laos. - 

-- There is a lag averaging one month, but in some cases as 
long as three months, in the acquisition from.refugee and 
resistance groups of reports of attacks.
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-- There is a lag in the reporting and analysis of 
bioln ical and phfm.-ica'1 samples fr~om_1983 attack sites. 

( )( ) 

I 
‘consistent evidence from all 

human and technical sources indicate an absence of lethal 
chemical incidents since the beginning of this year and provide 
support to the hypothesis that the cessation of these" attacks 
reflects a ronscioua policy change by the Soviets and their 
surro ates 
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