
»"""*~ 
_ 

’ 
Approved for Release: 20ifz§Z1iQ725:C02194749

‘ 

» 

*-' SEE!JRl'fYlFiFOF€viATm:‘\i i 
W’ l3:5o,é=§5_..,.u. 

TS: AD/09 DEC 23 1952 
mmoumu 1; no/1 

2 Assistant ‘ho the Director (2, 3. §,cI1;";) 

In turn) 

mm: an/s1 

8UBJECT: Request for Infomatioaa on Er. §il.Li-am iiax-¢:}w,n.%,’s 
"?ro;}a-ctincg Electronic Re.;;“' 

1. Mrbentioa is invited to the 2|.ttsche€ le*;i;ex' to the 1361 from 
Hr. Walter W. Covhig of Boston , Kass. zfhich requests ciexlza i‘:">m tho 
files of this Agency on a "Projecting; Electronic Ray.“ You 
recall we evaluated this invention of Mr. uillim raw:-chant aa the 
roqusst of the President and‘. with the assistance of yum‘ office in 
December 3.950. The backggrounfi file on this effort two 3-'ee.1~n ago is 
also attached. for your information. 

2. iJn£'ortuna.tel§;, Hr. Cowhi; has seen at least par-is of this 
Ag;ency‘s letter of 20 Janua:r}-* 15153. Cl0fi.1fi§_§ out 011- 1950 review of the 
case, and he Imows we have information on the ”Ra.;.#." wcv:5.<*3_ not '%:*e 

desirable to make our technicsd. tiles on thin case: available to him, 
nor is it reccmmxondeyrl that we go on record in a formal 1.et"*;.e<: ‘to him 
fienyingg that we have any infomsation or tz's.nsmf.ttfi.n¢; the mcilaasified 
history of the considerations of the 2';.nvcntien 1..-»;, varioos otoezs 
government agencies. 

3. Therefore, it is reconmended that Hr. Con-'2.~zi;;, be contacted 
informally 13hI‘0‘U.i_§11 the appropriate field. office and ;;§'§.W3"(1 so :12 of fine 
following unclassified information as in cleeaaed apgrogariate in such a. 

way as to rlivorce this Agency from the case and avoid a-113;" su=>sec;g.=ent 

publicity. 

a. ‘mere is no techzucal information on the ";P::¢r>;o~:‘o-‘mg 

flectronic Ray" available with BIA that w0=:J..éi_ be he.!.pf.‘1:i. to 
Mr. Gowhig; that is not available with the :?.mrentor,, 24:0. Esarcfazmt. 

b. The invention has been 1aval1:.ate='3. the 0".=."&no:,co {:-:.~r~;>s, 

Department of the Army and by the Rational Iz1*ren'tors ¥}oun<:1].. 

(1.) The idea. of the “i§ay" was o::"L,i11=1i»-l;;i 03-'f'5?@fi 9 
the U3 Government in 3.936, and it the subject of an 
investigation contract -of 9 may 193» (W--@r<1~859 for

‘ 

$3,000) ‘between the ;Rrm;~,* Ordnance (1€at~e:tmm flxrseaal.) 

am the Marchant Associates‘ Inc. The <:on’cra;:t was 

an 
teminated on $3 Gctober 193'} dueug fog-D11“: {If ‘b1%@_‘hi 

DOMME7“ - r to fulfill his con1:rn,ct- ob iga ions. '1 s 

"”°'w'”H:||““|Ffl:m'“8‘ 
E contract and all ma*a<;:r3.a.l pe:rtai_nin.,_.; 1-1; was c1o§:m;rB-find 

0% unanmvm ta $@r>z'éfi classified“ on 30 Jul}; 191+’?- amfmnwmm 
Oi ........@.. 
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(2) The matter was reviewed ‘a;; the wénimae 
in 193?, on e. reeomandatian of 2%. James Eésosevélt, 
and in 19% as the result of an inquiry "my fiaxator 
H. Q. Lodge, J1’. In 19110 the mttm‘ was reopened an 
offer of the eimrentor to may the basi; ifiszx for use 
an an “airplane <1et_ector." In all cases, Az~.@u;; Ordrmnca 
reviaxra iailed to find valid ::~ea.aon;s for a. pasitiw 
action. 

(3) swly in 19% the awe basic idea was suimivbed 
tn the Raxienal Inventors Council which :.~e.;u..~ste6. teami- 
eal i.n.£'ermation necessary for avaluation. his inferna- 
"biczn was not sugplied. anal him project of eva.l1=,at:im~. was 
abandoned. 

£1. Th ttaehed apers shoulci be-1 ::*e'bv;'ne6. tn €antra1 Qecerea cf e a. p 
Executive Registry upon completion of the action 0:1 the attazrned letter 
from fir. eowhig. The technical files on the “Rear” have been retv-iiwfi 
by this Qffice . 

1-I . cmmmz. 

Attaclments 

sacfigr 
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csmmu. INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
OFFICIAL ROUTING SLIP 

TO INITIALS DATE

I

2 

Assistant Director for 2%’:- Scientific Intelligenc_e__—Q' I Am *m

3 

0 
Ex Reg for file __ 34__w_._ A 5124;;

4

5 

FROM 
_ 

‘I 

Deputy As si§tant Directpr J J all 51 
2. 

Qperat ions
1

8 

III 

II]

U 
I1

/ 

REMARKS:' As per your request, we are returning 
all papers in relation to "Projecting Electronic 
Hay" and letter from Jiafliter newbie to the 1131, 

As you know,gNL U 

APPROVAL |:] SIGNATURE [:1 INFORMATION 
ACTION |:] DIRECT REPLY |:| RETURN 
COMMENT - 

[:| PREPARATION or REPLY , |:] DISPATCH 

CONCURRENCE {:| RECOMMENDATION |:| FILE 

1, 3 
‘ 

. _. 
. -T-' - ' 

if-'2 5" F: é
’ 

' 
K 

' * 1.1‘ ~1 -' Qfqx ‘ 
_Vy_> ‘_, A _ 

SECRET CONFIDENTIAL II€STRlCTED UNCLASSIFIED 

¢fl'l'l 

;"§o 

GFU :1: _4 18~—63794—1 
I 

u. @<>v=Rm|=»1:I;n§= orI=g_ 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
- OFFICIAL ROUTING SLIP 

TO INITIALS DATE 

i AD/Scientific Intelliigence 1'3 L4‘ 
2 . PM 

Deputy Director/Intellgence {R9-/J 

“ 

8 Assistant to the Director 
4 

W Assistant Director/O/ 
= m>/e.\C 

I 7 

mom I 

INITIALS DATE 

‘ Ass't to the Director RELLZ’ 12/15/52
2 

|:] APPROVAL [:| INFORMATION C] smmuns 
E] ACTION [:| DIRECT REPLY E] nzrunn 
|:] couusnr |:] PREPARATION or REPLY |:| DISPATCH 

[3 coucunnzucs [1 n:co|»m:uomon [:1 rn.: 

,|\EM[R|($; Please return all papers together 

with your recommendation. 
, I have t:a.1_ked with 

- nothing to be added from that 

quarter . , _% R. E. " 

I’ 5yvff:»» L°ng 

SECRET CDN>UlIIlIIli"~"***"'“""II€STRICTED UNCLASSIFIED 

16-63794-1 u. a. covznnusut PRINTING omcs 8: onZ 
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B99 EUYLETUN STREET 
BDSTUN ‘IE, MASS. 
TEL‘, KENMDRE1 6-EH33 

December 13,1952 

General W. B. Smith, 
Central Intelligence agency, 

E Street NIII 
Washington, D.G. 

Dear General Smith; 

On December llth I visited your office where the rec- 
eptionits turned me over to your\ who 
asked me to write this letter rather than wait for the infor- 
mation I am seeking. I a copy of a letter 
addressed to Hon. Wells Blodgett Priest, Hackettstown,N.J',dated 
January 20,1951 as written by Warner Stut1er,Authorized Contract- 
ing Officer, wherein a letter from General Smith to Judge Priest 
was refeesdd to. That letter was dated 12-12-50 on the subject 
of "Projecting Electronic Ray" 

The inventor of the “Projecting Electronic Ray“ llrdiilliam 
Merchant, Woburn,L1ass., has asked me to join him in the manufacture 
of the 'ray' for industrial applications but before I invest any 
substantial sums of money I must ask your assistance as being the 
only source of verifing statements made by Mr. Merchant. 

Mr. Merchant states that he has Ind four contracts with A 

government agencies, the first with Army 0rdanace,Contract lord-259 
dated April 30,1936 a secret contract between the United States of 
America and Merchant Assoc.,Inc.,for design and construction of 
Projector T-1, The cover sheet of the contract states 'Amount - 

$ 3,000,000.00. I would want to be permitted to read the contracts 
that follow this contract for many reasons and probably the most 
important reason is that Mr. Merchant claims that he, in all the 
contracts, retained the right to manufacture the ‘ray’ for industrial 

uiis and that there were 
no leins by the government , and further 

t t application for Letters Patent were made in his name but kept 
secret at that time for security pm-poses. 

The letter of January 20th referred to above states that 
the agreement regarding security was abrogated by that letter. Would 

§ 
you therefore advise me wheather you are free to let me read the 
file on the subject so that I may learn where,i.n what other 

government 
\ departments there is a technical file that has evaluated the 

'ray' . 

Very truly yours, 
com-no INDUSTRIES 

1‘€al%'€.i'§0l‘g€a‘ 6811- 1% ' 

Approved for Release: 2018/10/25 C02194749 

Approved for Release: 2018/10/25 C02194749 Z 

""'"‘ " * 
l

- 

.: 

' I I 

. Zowfieg fl)’LC[LL!>£’ZL£i l”“3"i’3*?7 

(b)(3) 

(b)(3)



H _ 

0 
E5’/"'*/‘T

4 Approved for Release: 2018/10/25 C02194749 “ 
V, if 

' 5 

-G‘ _z__.“.. 
~= __,,,,,,..~_.m. 

_ 31%»: a set 

!L,LF,G'B 
(b)(3) 

1% l§§@:i%:fi=%» 

iiwfip-izaem, £€~1'%i>2-" 

Dew gm What: 
fig = 5 _ 

45;; {,9 @5111 far aagiwzmfifitgi Fit?» 5.138 

“aw 3% 1:22 153$ grggagag £12: *Pre3s=:%i12§: §1e@~¥;rm:i§ mgr”, 
afimh/I'ass am as £1; §=%@1*»** '5" W" 

33 §~ ‘ gait}; hm he am 
aaaz saw idnaa ma hem iii we '¥*-fig-'m$e** *5 

agmcies 1:3; tam inmzfiar d:1z*.*.!:;;§ the 
‘ 

3935 fig fiaafi age t=:m% it was %¥'§§ %2¥'*!‘!@‘5~**"@ 

put: #2‘ 2.1% am! rm in be Eafiaamie amt mt no mmrwt. 
‘flat: é,§*,ma¢*;: zmma-up with fihwe fimfimzaq " 

1; fig;-5 gm A; ta ma !slmw£.t3=1 all sf em ahieh ma 
gw; 394-, available ta us. “I111 92~.Q&@¢ 

$1» rwnipt ma! and it in the mm“ shave-¢ 3% 1. 3% ,1 r irwadt.-3.; tim the mgrwaexat 
’ 

:11 

gazed. 
- ggww igigfi t. tiaa szruwzmw of %,%*,$ :j;§§~:*§%£$¢='=l 

mgr, affeatiw, 
we ta =k¥'*:£,.*~: emmtry, 

‘$?'¢r§~ ‘azwfiqz ;;@m:a*-:2; ,, 

/ 5 / , 

A (b)(3) mm-muwfi '>£‘=%-W-=“ 
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w%%3- ,.,_. 
3; saga rum fihmw ~10» gem}. 
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5. vi 1% ’§¢“‘¥¥*f§_ >1e?*§<{’?@~ 
$1‘ ;,;w,@-gag 21¢; A, an :~§@¢1@-gm, fiezst. $35, 1% xi 

"$5" we 
*1 

*\ 

fiistribfltiona
’ 

Q49;-_$t,;~a_<;*1:~:1_11g Officer 
“'3 ° ILLEGIB M’ ‘I’/5‘ 
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" CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
OFFICIAL ROUTING SLIP 

for Release: 002194749?“ ET‘ 

IQ LINITIALS DATE 
I AD/SI w-\ 5 ’ 

| 

_ _ T 

2 Cenjzral Records if f

- 

3 .

4

5 

FROM INITIALS ATE, 

' Assistant to the Director Mm 2 Jan
2 

3 ./‘ 

|::]APPRovA|_ I2/]||¢FoRMAT|ou |::| snermuruz 
Iihcnou 1:11 DIRECT REPLY III] RETURN 
I:icoMMEuT l:lPREPARATl0N OF REPLY[:::] DI ATCH 
l:IcoucuRREucE 1:1 RECOMMENDATION I Z IZF||_s 

REMARKS! MEMORANDUM FUR THE RECQRD 
E The information contained in attached 

correspondence was given verbally to the President 
by the DCI on 29 December 

gf 
?. 

marman 
.. ,’ Q »_-'_-M-. 

.,,./~-w-'""""“"~~-c 
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