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MEMORANDUM TO: AD/0O CONF'VENT‘AL DEC 23 1952

THROUGH : 13 pD/1
2) Assistant to the Director (R. E. Long)
In turn)

FROM: ‘ AD/sI

SUBJECT : Request for Information on Mr. wiiiiam Karchenti's
"Projacting Electronic Fey"

1. Attention is invited to the attecheé iectier 1o the IXCI from
Mr. Walter W. Cowhiz of Boston, Mass. which reguests cata from the
files of this Azency on a "Projecting Electronic Hay.” You will
recall we evaluated this invention of Mr. Willism Marchant al the
request of the President and with the assistence of your 0fflice 1in
Decenber 1950. The background file on thils effort two years &0 ia
aslso attached for your information.

2. Unfortunately, Wr. Cowhi; has seen a% lemst pert of this
Agency's letter of 20 January 1951 closln: ovt ouxr 1950 revizw of the
case, and he knows we have information on the "Ra;." It wou.d not ve
desirable to meke our technical files on this case availalie %o him,
nor is 1t recommended that we ;o on record in a forma’. letler Lo him
denying that we have any information or transnitting the wnelassified
history of the considerations of the inveatien 1 verlous ot.er
government agencles.

3. Therefore, it is recormended that Mr. Jovhia be contacted
informally through the appropriate field office and siven such of the
followinz unclassified information as is deexcd appropriate in such a
way 28 to divorce this Agency from the csase end avoid any suoseguent
publicity.

a. There is no technical imformation on the "Proecting
Electronic Ray" available with CIA that would be bkelpful to
Mr. Cowhip that is not avallable with the invenbtor, Wy. Harchont.

b. The invention has been eveluated by the Ordnarce Corps,
Depeartment of the Army and ty the Notional Inventors Ccuncil.

(1) The idea of the "Rey" wag orl inally offered b
the US Government in 1036, and 1t was the subject of en
investication contract of § May 1985 (W-ord-259 for
$3,000) between the /rmy Ordnance (Jatertown arsenal)
and the Marchant Associates, Ine. The contract vas

l] terminated on 8 October 1937 due to failure of the
NO.

+SITENTsr to fulfill his conbractual obliations. 7This

o o~ - 8 contract and all material pertainin; to it wes dowr, raded
OHANGED TO: 18 tg%wclassified” on 30 July 1947.

[COPIED FROM NEARLY ILLEGIBLE ORIGINAL]
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(2) The matter was reviewed b, the army Ordmemce
in 1937, upon a recommsendation of Mr. James Roosevelt,
and in 1938 as the result of en inquiry by Senator
H. C. Lodze, Jr. In 1940 the matter was reopened ty an
offer of the inventor to modify the basi: iden for use
eé &1 "sirplene detector.” In all ceses, Arxy Ordnance
reviews falled to find valld reasons for a positive
action.

{3) Early in 1942 the sume basic idea was sulmitted
to the National Inventors Coumcil which reguested teeini-
cel informstion necessary for evalumtion. Tuls informa-
tion wae not supplied and the project of avaiuatiorn was

sbandoned.

k. The attached papers should be returmeé to Central Records of
Executive Reglstry vpon completion of the action on the attacned ietier
from Mr. Cowhig. The technical files On the "Rey" have been retained

by this Office.

H. MARSHALL CEADVWELL

Attachments

SECRET
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 CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
OFFICIAL ROUTING SLIP

TO INITIALS DATE
1 . .
Assistant Director for M C‘ 2_31-
. Scientific Intelligence -’
® |Bx Reg for il //2/53
: r file
vy 2 Md
4
5
-FROM DATE
1 . . -~
Deputy Assistant Director foi d Jan 53
2 Operations
3
T ]
[___] APPROVAL [] INFORMATION ] siGNATURE
[] AcTion | [] DIRECT REPLY [] RETURN
D COMMENT c D PREPARATION OF REPLY | l:] DISPATCH
[] CONCURRENCE {"] RECOMMENDATION [] FE

REMARKS: As per your request, we are returning
all papers in relation to "PrOJectlng Electronic
Ray" and letter from é 24 ICI.
As you know,
has already discussed this matter with Mr. Cowhig,

s : oL 8 g
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éiaf o v i N S S

f
/ SECRET- CONFIDENTIAL iléSTRICTED UNCLASSIFIED

gEoP Rw%m 16—63794-1  U. 9. GOVERHMENT PRINTING OFFICE
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" . UNCEASSIEIED RESTRICTED o /NFIDENTIAL  _ SECRET
/ (SENDER WILL CIRCLE CLASSIFICATION TOP AND BOTTOM) ‘

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
OFFICIAL ROUTING SLIP

TO - INITIALS DATE

1 AZ.«
AD/Scientific Intelligence 4}&/—1, 43 iy

Deputy Director/Intelligence

Agsistant to the Director

) Assistant Director/O

* T AD/S)

_REMARKS: Please return all papers together
with your recommendation. I have talked with

:|—- nothing to be added from that

gquarter.

R. &, len
—2( s ¢
SECRET GONM*%M‘“R%ESTRIGTED UNCLASSIFIED

FROM INITIALS DATE
! Ass't to the Director REL/Z [12/15/52
2
3
[] ApPrOVAL [C] nFormaTION (] SIGNATURE
[] Action [[] piRECT REPLY [] reTURN
] coMMENT [[] PREPARATION OF REPLY ] pispaTcH
[[] concurreNce (] RECOMMENDATION ] e

FORM 16—63704-1  U. 3. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OPFICE
ser. g 304 h
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895 BOYLSTON STREET
BOSTON 18, MASS.

TEL., KENMORE 6-8833

December 13,1952

General W, B. Smith,
Central Intelligence Agency,
24.30 B Street N.¥W,
Wasghington, D.C.

Dear Generel Smlth;

On December 11th I visited your office where the rec—

eptionits turned me over to your| | who (b)(3)
scked me to write this letter rather than walt for the infor-

mation I am seeking. I showed| & copy of a letler b)(3

addressed to Homs Wells Blodgett Priest, Hackettstown,N.J.dated (0)(3)

January 20,1951 as written by Warner Stutler,Authorized Contract-
ing Officer, whereln a letter from Genersl Smith to Judge Priest
wag refepedd to, That letter was dated 12-32-50 on the subject
of "Projecting Electronic Ray"

The inventor of the "Projecting Electronic Ray® Mr.William
Merchent, Woburn,Mass., has ssked me to join him in the manufacture
of the 'ray! for industrisl appllcations but before I invest any
substantial sums of money I must ask your assistance as being the
only source of verifing statements made by Mr. Marchant,

Mr. Marchant states that he has hed four contracte with
government agencies, the first with Army Ordanace,Contract Word-259
dated April 30,1936,a secret contract between the United States of
Americe and Marchan% Assoc,,Inc.,for design and construction of
Projector T-1, The cover sheet of the contract states tAmount -
$ 3,000,000,00, I would want to be permitted to read the contracts
that follow this contract for many reasons and probably the most
importent reason is that Mr. Marchant claims that he, in &}l the
contracts, retained the right to manufacture the 'ray! for industrial
uiﬁs and that there were no leins by the government , and further
thAat application for Letiers Patent were made in his name but kept
gecret at that time for security purposes,

The letter of January 20th referred to above states that
the agreement regarding security was abrogated by that letter. Would

you therefore advise me wheather you are free to let me read the
file on the subject so that I may learn where,in what other government
departmente there is a technical file that has evaluated the ray',

Very truly yours,
COWHIG INDUSTRIES
Ti‘al% .Cownig, Gen. MEty"
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(b)(3)
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Deexr ¥y Trilest:

Thig Ageney wents to theak you for coo wrating witl its mgpla
who heve locked irtn the ;m*s&%{ﬁ the ”ijﬁz“i. "1% tyonie Rey*,
otk Stdent of te Jetler fvom Jmnerel ¥, B Fnlth to you

of 12 Degesber | F“* sonarsl Smith hes repm to tx esidewt
that swpentislly the ems Ldpa had been Lrougt to the ritontion of
seversl governsent agenoies by the inverfter éa'*_n* the rariod of
1935 e 1942 that af thal tize 1t wes sopraised by the mamopriate
pﬂ"u of the sovermsnt and found to he Yafeasible end of no intorest,
This Agenoy gmm with these Moadings.

s retiyning to y mmwme”mmwmm
s e g‘aﬁmt heve ﬁsﬁfié avallablo €0 vs, 111 you plasse sign
the enclosed miyt mad pand 4t 4o the réfress plven shave,

m of ’&ha puteoms of our Mﬁg&mm, the arTcematl
secuwrity hendline sfemed by yov ant ne doted 11 Dscenmher

We are HMsmppointed et the owdeome of iMis mnralssl becpvse
Push an elsetranic rey, if offestivs, wéld Vo of rest intevest
aed w@a to this comlyy,

Very tmldy yowrs,

¢S/

| | (b)(3)
Authorired Contreeiing & ey

Bagls 6 ‘

1. praft dir Lo IO, ?ﬁrm Argarasl & 0, 7, vawchent dated
June ? B e

2 ?Qmﬁ‘zé ( i%m* gy Tuboe Filamesyta [ sakel,

g. Tube Filiments (1 poee)e

2 ’wmﬁm ﬁmgj; the i;w Forkine (1 prre
5: m&i e }c

g: frawing by A. B, Yarchant, Zept. E%, %0 (1.

LY
Eistribution: ﬁz\;ﬁ >
Contracting Officer

?ﬁ‘;gx v ILLEGIB
General Counsel (b)(3)
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" CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
OFFICIAL ROUTING SLIP

10 INITIALS] DATE
| | ap/s1 e p—~s!
o]
2 Cengral Records
3
4
5
FROM INITIALS| AATE
. -5
| | Assistant to the Director W 2 Jan
0
2
3 r/’j'
[ IapproOVAL IZﬁqFORMATmN [ 1si6NATURE
[TAcTION 1 DIRECT REPLY [ TRETURN

[ JcoMMENT L Tpreparation oF rerLy C——1 pispatch
[ lconcurRencE  [____]1 RECOMMENDATION [ 2 AFILE

REMARKS: MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

The information contained in attached
correspondence was given verbally to the President
by the DCI on 29 December 1950~ -

df %. karman

e,

w\_"
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