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28 June 1974

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence
SUBJECT .~ : Reported Involvement of James McCord in
Cuban Operations While an Agency Employee

1. In a recent review of James McCord's service records,
information has been revealed indicating that he was involved in Cuban
operations, contrary to earlier reports by this Agency to the various
investigating authorities. Aspects of this are still uncertain and we
are attempting to clarify the matter; this report is being made before
the question is likely to be fully resolved in view of the fact the Senate
Select Committee is scheduled to end its operations' 30 June. ‘

. 2. On 7 June an employee of this Agency reported that he had -

_ been informed that the Department of Justice was exploring the theory
that James McCord never left CIA employment, based on an analysis.

of McCord's Federal service which had led to the conclusion that he was
not qualified for retirement. In the process of checking McCord's record
the following statement by McCord was found in his application for retire-
ment under CIARDS: ' : '

"During the latter part of 1955 - 1962 period,l the writer
was case officer for three agents for DD/P

The transcript of a meeting of the CIA Retirement Board on 11 June 1970
shows McCord being credited with being 'an actual case officer for Cuban
agents - for 24 months, ' from 1960 to 1962. The minutes of the meeting
summarized the point with less detail. ' :
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3. Despite the above records, the Office of Security has
reservations about the actual extent of McCord's involvement in Cuban
operations, feeling that it was most likely limited to headguarters
planning. Whether it was a planning role or active operations it does
seem that there was some involvement in '"Cuban matters, ! contrary
to the statement in the attached memorandum of 21 June 1972, copies
of which have been distributed to the various investigative authorities.

_ 4. An intensive review is being made of records and the memories

of persons who may have some knowledge of the period, but a definitive
statement is not expected for some days yet, until after the termination
of the Senate Select Committee. The findings may only result in an
innocuous rewording of the original statement, to the effect that McCord
did have a headquarters planning responsibility for certain Cuban
operations. It may require a more positively phrased acknowledgement

of his direct involvement in operations, handling agents targetted against
Cuba. While this may prove to have no relation to Watergate, if reported
after the terrmination of the Senate Select Committee the delay may be -
interpreted as some sign of bad faith on the part of the Agency. In this
sense only, at this time, it is suggested that you may wish to consider
reporting the recent development of the question to members of the Senate
 Select Committee Staff before it ceases its operations.

S. D. Breckinridge 3
Acting Inspector General

Attachment: A/S

cc: DDM&S
OGC
OLC
Dir/Security
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MEMORANDUM FOR: The Actlng Director
‘ . TFedaral Bureas of Iavesiigalioa

PYE

ATTENTION: Mr. Arncid L. Pariam

James Waltar McCozd, Jr.
Everasita Howard Ham:, Jz.

v

SUBJECT .-

Rafanm i3 made to your "eqsnsk iozr informalion
cem:arning the poasible official Agsuey 3asociation of 34>, James
Walter MceCord, Jr. and Mz, Eversits Howard Huo=t, Jr. with.
certain Cuban-born Mm imiwd in the Watarzats mz:xdaat
a&“ 17 .}m 19?2.

2. .13:5: is ma&ﬁm :b.a.t &w éaik: aad arsa aaa:gameats
of Mz, McCord 33 an Agescy employsse provides no indication
thai he would have been invoived in Cabaa matiers. Has was not
z9sianed to the Bay of Pigs progzam in the s2arly 1960's and his
more racant responsibilities through Asgast 1970, 2siablisbed
no such tias,  This dows 2ot pracinde Ihe poesidililty, howsyer,
that ba might Hare developed persconal acqmaisntancaes waich ars
not yecorded iw eifizial parsoanel 3nd securily Tecords, Most
cariainiy, wWe Mave no pertinent inforreation 3ince his rstirerment,

3. Aas an Agescy samploree, MMz, Hani waz invelved in
castain opervational activitiss zeiating io Sosth Amarican couatriea.
Ho 13 tnown o bave had somw ties with My, Bercaxd L. Dazkasz,
whs wans barn on 17 Mareh 1317, at Eavana, Cuba, of Amwerican
oarsnls, : :
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4. Ths above ixformation is {nr your nza only sad shoald
not be disseminated oursida yonr Bursau. Flsazs tranamii any
information on this matter lo the atiention of the Dirscio? of Secarily.

FOR THEZ DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE:

. Howard J7 Osbora . ..
| Dirsctor of Sacurily - .
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