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SUMMARY: IN-EARLY MARCH 1982' ELEMENTS DF THE PAVN 7TH DIvI- 
SION REDEPLOYED FRDM KOMPONG CHHNANG (VU6454)_T0 THE KAMPUCHEAN/' 
THAI BORDER AREA T0 MOUNT AN ATTACK AGAINST THE KHMER PEOPLE’S 
NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT (KPNLF) BASE LocATED AT SOKH SAN (TU 5978). 
THE DEUEcTIvE 0F THE ATTACK MAS TD GARTURE 0R ANNIHILATE ALL KPNLF 
PERSONNEL THERE AND T0 DESTROY THE EASE T0 PREVENT ITS USE. PAVN 
MAS SuccEssFUL IN DESTROYING THE BASE BUT INFLIcTED vERY vEM 
CASUALTIES 0N THE KPNLF BECAUSE THEY MERE UNABLE T0 BLOCK THE 
KPNLF'S MITHDRAMAL INTD THAI TERRITDRY. THE PAVN DoEs NDT INTEND 
TD OCCUPY SOKH SAN, AND IMMEDIATELY MITHDREM ITS FORCES FRDM 
SOKH SAN IN HOPES DF LURING-THE KPNLF BACK T0 THE AREA so THEY 
MIGHT AGAIN TRY To ATTACK THEM USING A PINCER ACTION. I£_IH1SM 
FAILS, PAVN PLANS T0 GDNTAMINATE THE AREA USING PDISDNouS__I_ _ 
ARTTEtERY‘§HEEtS'mm11rTnTRDRAw'EAcK TD KOMPONG CHHNANG T0 M 
FRERARE~TD—REFUR+rR¥FR+E~Emw. THE TTH'DIvIsIDN MILL BE REPLACED 
DN THE BORDER AREA BY THE PE@PLE’S REPUBLIC 0F KAMPUCHEA 196TH 
DIvIsIDN. END SUMMARY. 

1. IN EARLY FEBRUARY 1982, THE HEADQUARTERS 0F THE 
PEOPLE'S ARMY 0F YIETNAM (PAVN).7TH DIYISIDN, 4TH CORPS, MovED 
FRDM vu 1506, ABOUT THREE KILOMETERS-EAST OF 0 DDNG DISTRIGT TDMN. 
TD THE AIRFIELD IN KDMRDNG CHHNANG CITY (vu G454), -IN EARLY 
MARGH 1982, IN PREPARATION FOR A PLANNED ATTACK AGAINST THE KHMER 
PEOPLE'S NATIDNAL LIGERATIDN FRDNT (KPNLF) BASE LOCATEDLAT 
SOKH SAN (TU 5918); IHE 7TH DIvISIoN ESTABLISHED AQEORWARD HEAD- 
QUARTERS IN THE vIcINITY 0F TU sass, ABOUT EIGHT RILDMETERS 
FRDM THE THAI EDRDER AND REDEPLDYED ITS SUBORDINATE UNITS To THIS 
AREA. .THE 7TH DIVISION COMMANDER, COLONEL NGOC ((ANH)). A

' 

s4~YEAR-DLD SDUTHERNER, ASSUMED PERSDNAL COMMAND 0F THE ATTACKING 
FDRGES MHIGH INCLUDED THREE 7TH DIvrSTDN INFANTRY REGIMENTS. 
(THE 34TH AKA TEETH, THE 38TH AKA MATST, AND THE 42ND AKA 209TH) 
AND THE 21OTH ARTILLERY REGIMENT PLUS AN ELEMENT OF THE 24TH 
ARTILLERY BRIGADE, 4TH CORPS, WITH TWO 13OMM ARTILLERY PIECES; 
ONE UNKNOWN BATTALION OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLlC OF KAMPUCHEA (PRK'S) A 

COMMENT: THE PRK FTRST BRIGADE IS NOW REFERRED TO ASATHETTQOI 
DIVISION.) OTHER 7TH DIVISION ELEMENTS INCLUDED THE 25TH ENGINEER, ’ (b 
THE 26TH SIGNAL, THE 27TH RECONNAISSANCE, THE 29TH TRANSPORTATION 

1ST BRIGADE WAS ALSD ATTACHED Td"THE“§éTH REGIMENT (b)( ) H 
><> 

-AND THE 33RD MEDICAL BATTALIONS. ,:
- 

2. THE PAVN OBJECTIVE IN ATTACKING SDKH SAN MAS To CAPTURE 
DR-ANNIHILATE ALL PERSONNEL THERE AND T0 DESTROY THE BASE . 

COMPLETELY TD PREVENT ITS FUTURE USE. SECOND LIEUTENANT \ 

vu Duc ((VINH)), A 27-YEAR-DLD NDRTH VIETNAMESE POLITICAL oFFIcER 
OF THE 16TH 120MM MDRTAR COMPANY 0F THE 38TH REGIMENT, TOLD HIS 
SUBORDINATES T0 CARRY OUT THE THREE GLEARING GUIDELINES MHEN 
ATTACKING SOKH SAN, I,ET,_EURN EVERYTHING WHICH CANNOT‘BE 
CONFISCATED; DESTRDY EvERYTHING INGLUDING FOOD SUEBLIE§, PLANTS, 
EQUIPMENT, ETC;,AND?KlLL_5MEBXIHlNG_lNQL!QlE§_QQM§§llQ_ANlMAL5- 

;HE TDLD HIS MEN T0 cALL UPON THE ENEMY T0 SURRENDER AND T0 
ATTEMPT T0 CAPTURE PRISONERS; ANYDNE WHO CAPTURED AN ENEMY 
SDLDIER WITH A WEAPON MDULD REcEIvE A NEM GDDD QUALITY UNIFDRM 
AND LEAvE AUTHORIZATION; [::::I::jDMMENT: SOKH SAN MAS THE 

_ (b KPNLF’$ MAIN BASE 0F OPERATION FDR THE SDUTHERN z0NE AND MAS THE 
MOST EFFECTIVE AND PROMISING OF THE THREE ZONES.) "»(b 

. 3. THE PAVN STRATEGY AGAINST SOKH SAN WAS TO HAVE THE 38TH ' 

REGIMENT APPROACH IT FROM THE WEST BY MOVING IN FROM THE NORTH AND 
PENETRATING THAI TERRITORY TD GET BEHIND THE KPNLF TROOPS. ON 17 
MARCH THE 42ND REGIMENT WAS TO ATTACK THE CAMP FROM THE EAST; THE 
34TH REGIMENT WAS TO ATTACK FROM THE SOUTH, UTILIZING ARTILLERY 
SUPPORT FROM THE 21OTH REGIMEN 24TH BRIGADE, INCLUDING 
DEBILITATING CHEMICAL ROUNDS. COMMENT: THE SPECIFIC MISSION (b)( 
OF THE 34TH REGIMENT WAS.UNKNO . STRATEGY HOWEVER, WAS ' 

UNSUCCESSFUL BECAUSE KPNLF RECONNAISSANCE FORCES,MADE CONTACT WITH -(b)( 
PAVN ON THE 15TH AND THE MAJORITY OF_THE KPNLF FORCES WERE ABLE TO 
WITHDRAW INTO THAILAN~BEFORE THE 38TH REGIMENT QOULD GET BEHLNDSIHEMS 
THEREFORE, WHILE THE'KPNLF*LOST"THEIR BASE OF OPERATION AND A GREAT” - 
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DEAL OF MEDICAL AND FOOD SUPPLIES, THE PAVN KILLED ONLY ABOUT 10 
KPNLF TROOPS, CAPTURED ANOTHER 10 CIVILIANS, AND APPROXIMATELY 20 
WEAPONS. PAVN CASUALTIES WERE UNKNOWN, BUT TWO TRUCKS OF THE 21OTH 
REGIMENT WERE DESTROYED. NUMEROUS PAVN TROOPS WERE KILLED AND WOUNDED- 
BY DEMOCRATIC KAMPUCHE N (OK) MINES. INCLUDING THE POLITICAL OFFICER 

4. EDLLDwING THE OCCUPATION AND DESTRUCTION DE SOKH SAN 
BY PAVN 0N 20 MARCH 1992, AND THE SUBSEQUENT cDNEIscATIDN DE MEDICAL 
AND F000 SUPPLIES, PAVN FORCES wITHDREw FROM THE AREA IN HOPES DE 
LURING THE KPNLF FORCES BACK S0 THAT PAVN COULD AGAIN ATTEMPT T0. 
ATTACK THEM USING A PINCER ACTION. THE 38TH REGIMENT wITHDREw T0 
THE VICINITY DE TU 6185, THE 21oTH REGIMENT REMAINED IN THE VICINITY 
DE TU 6596 wITH Two 105MM ARTILLERY PIECES DEPLOYED AT TU ass? AND 
Two 85MM ARTILLERY PIECES DEPLOYED AT TU sass. THE so-MAN ELEMENT 
DE THE 24TH ARTILLERY BRIGADE wITH Two 130MM ARTILLERY PIEcEs wAs 
DEPLDYED AT TU 6788. 1ST LIEUTENANT DAD VAN ((MAD)), A 33—YEAR-OLD 
NDRTH vIETNAMEsE MEDICAL OFFICER ASSIGNED TD THE 21oTH ARTILLERY 
REGIMENT, SAID THAT IE THE KPNLF EDRcEs DID NDT RETURN TO THE AREA 
BEFORE THE 7TH DIVISION WITHDREW,.THE‘PAVN WOULOWELRE POISONOUS _ 
ROUNDS OF ANOTHER TYPE INTO~THE AREA WHICH WOULD_B§ND£B_IH£_AB§A____ T ‘TH EETYEARS HAT NEITHER THE PAVN HNINHABITABLE FOR UP TO R T “l““?ISAlD_fi 

I CCUPY THE AREA. COMMENT: §HORTLl_A£IER__ 
AVN A L__“ 
HAD BEEN COVERED WITH A_YECCOWTSH7WHTTISH POWDER WHICH FELL ON

I 

AMP AT NIGHT. THE POWDER WAS DELIVERED FROM 13OMM.ARTILLERY 
VERHEAD RELEASING A SMOKE-LIKE SUESIANCEA H 

‘C THE OWDER N0 DNE IN THE- . 

ADDITIDNALLY, IN_EAELl_MA¥;LA_KENLF EAIBDL_£NIERED:SOKB SANLl_AND II
, 

BU1155EIEEjE§fiiZ§1_UI1U_1DxIc_MAI1ER. IN FACT, THE PATRDL ENcDUNTERED_ 
A HANDEUL DE PAVN AT SOKH SAN II. IT APPEARS UNLIKELY- IHEBEEn9E_

_ 

THAT PAVN ACTUALLY SPRAYED THE AREA'wITH TOXIC cHEMIcALs EEEDRE 
WITHDRAWING THE ELEMENTS DE THE PAVN DIvIsIDN SEVERAL WEEKS AGD.) 

5. IN LATE MARCH 1992, 1sT LIEUTENANT ((TIN)); THE DEPUTY 0F 
THE REAR sERvIcEs SECTION DE THE 21oTH REGIMENT, AND LIEUTENANT DAD 
VAN MAO sAID THAT THE 7TH DIvIsIDN wDULD GRADUALLY PULL DUT DE THE 
THAI BORDER AREA AND BE REPLACED BY THE PRK 1ST BRIGADE ERDM THE 
AREA DE TV 1319. THEY SAID THE ARTILLERY REGIMENTS wDULD MDvE DUT 
FIRST BEFORE THE RAINY sEAsDN, EDLLowED BY THE INFANTRY REGIMENTs. 
g%;:g;:%FOMMENT: IN LATE MARCH 1992. DDLDNEL NGUYEN NGOC ((DDANH)) 

(DDANH)). THE PAVN ADVISOR To THE PRK 1ST BRIGADE_AND ANDTHER 
HIGH RANKING 4TH cDRPs DEEIDER MADE AN INSPECTION VISIT T0 SOKH sAN 
REPORTEDLY IN PREPARATIDN EDR THE ARRIVAL DE THE BRIGADE. AN

_ 

OFFICER DE THE 210TH REGIMENT SAID THAT THE REGIMENT WOULD MDvE . 

BACK TD KOMPONG CHHNANG ARDUND THE 15TH OR 16TH DE APRIL 1982. OTHER 
OFFICERS IN THE 7TH DIvIsIDN SAID THE DEPLOYMENT AT THE BORDER 
wDULD NDT OCCUR FDR MORE THAN Two-MDNTHs BECAUSE THE DIVISION HAD TD 
RETURN To KOMPONG CHHNANG TD PREPARE To wITHDRAw T0 THE SOCIALIST 
REPUBLIC DE vIETNAM WHERE IT wDULD BE REORGANIZED INTO A MEcHANIzED 
DIV1SION.- . 

7. 

REPORT CLASS C O N F I D E N T I A L--WARNING NOTICE--INTELLIGENCE - 

SOURCES AND METHODS INVOLVED--NOT RELEASABLE TO FOREIGN NATIONALS. 
T T 

ALL PORTIONS CARRY CLASSIFICATION AND CONTROLS OF OVERALL DOCUMENT. 
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