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M_‘G;}_;:fio'._-RANDUM FOR: _ The Honorable Henry A. Kissi.nger
a ' Assistant to the President for
National Security Affairs

'l?he Honorable U, Alexis Johnson
Under Secretary of State for
Political Affairs

The Honorable David Packard
Deputy Secretary of Defense

) Admiral Thomas H. Moorer
T ... -~ Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff

SUBJECT: : . . . Proposed Formation of Six Thai
) ‘ " Special Guerrilla Unit Battalions
for Interdiction Operations in South
Laos '

1. At the Washington Special Action Group meeting on

17 July 1970, Dr. Kissinger requested that the proposal for the
six Thai special guerrilla unit (SGU) battalions to be used in an
- expanded harassment and interdiction effort against North
Vietnamese supply routes and lines of communication in south Laos
be sct forth in a separate memorandum to include the details of
~ the funds required and the political approvals necessary, The
proposal for the recruitment, training and deployment of these six
Thai SGU battalions was included in the CIA portion of the field
response to the WSAG request for & coordinated interdiction plan
for south Laos. [ } -

* 2.. The CIA Vientiane Station's contribution to the south Laos
interdiction program included the use of ten existing and five &
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" programmed Lao SGU battalions. Their plan also included the

proposal for an expanded interdiction cffort based on the creation
of 12 additional SGU battalions. This additinnal femas lJar force

3. The available manpower of military age in south Laos

is extremely limited. Our Vientiane Station has estimated that

it can recruit an additional two Lao SGU battalions to augment

the existing Lao irregular forces, If a significantly increased
harassment and interdiction program is to be conducted against
the North Vietnamese supply routes and lines of communication
through south Laos, additional irregular forces will be required,
Our Vientiane Station has explored the feasibility of recruiting
SGU battalion personnel in Thailand for use'in Laos. This was
discussed with General Vitoon Yasawat, the senior Thai liaison

.officer and General Vitoon believes

we could recruit and organize six Thai SGU battalions with little
difficulty. It is estimated that it would take approximately four

~months to recruit and train the first two battalions. The second

two battalions could be recruited and trained and ready for deploy-

ment approximately three months later. The same time phase
would apply for the final two battalions.

4. Each Thai battalion would be composed of 30 regular
Royal Thai Army cadre, 23 Royal Thai Army radio operators and

497 Thai volunteers. The Royal Thai Army cadre and the radio

operator personnel would be selected from officers and non-
commissioned officers assigned to General Vitoon's hea.dquart'ers
at Udorn, Thailand. The 497 Thai volunteer personnel would be

‘recruited from village defense cadre and the Thai-laos border

¢

region, . : ~

‘5, The total cost for training, the initial issue.of eq\iipmenf

~ and the annual supporting requirements for the six Thai SGU =
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battalions is estimated to be|

for a proposcd Thai SGU battalion is atlac.icd (Attachment A),

Because of the necessity to phase the recruitment and training

of these six Thai SGU battalions, we have estimatcd that

| lwould be necessary during FY 1971, We have broken
" "this down into three increments, starting with 1 August as the

date that the {irst funding increment of\ \would be required

(Attachment B),

6. The estimated annual cost of one Thai SGU battalion is
| | This contrasts with the annual cost of]| for
" one Lao SGU battalion, The difference is in the salary and
subsistence payments and the death benefit scale. Thail are
simply more expensive than Lao. The formation of these six
Thai SGU battalions will also require additional M- 16A1 rifles,
M- 60 light machine guns and other necessary equipment. The
“requirements for both fixed and rotary wing aircraft support
would also increase with the deployment of these bailzlions,

7. The funds for these battalions are not in the Fy 1971
budget now before Congress. Moreover, it is estimated that the
Laos paramilitary program, for which CIA is now responsible,
will cost appro‘ximately‘ ‘ ‘
requested in the FY 1971 budget., Neither| 'the

ncludes the funding for the six

| A detailed budget schedule

Thai SGU battalions, the two Lao SGU battalions,|

| _ land the ground weapons systems improvement
{ program, The CIA contingency reserve is low and cannot begin
| to finance the Thai SGU battalion proposal and the other similar
projects currently under consideration by WSAG. Implementation
will, therefore, require that funds be provided from some source
external to CIA

‘ -v8._ 'If this pr0posa1 is approved and the funds made avallable ’
- it would be necessary to asmgn five. add1t10nal pararmhtary officers

w.
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on a permanent basis These personnel

will be miade available from existing CIA resources,
| |
[Sf Thomas H. Karamicssing

Thomas H, Karamessines
Deputy Director for Plans

Attachments
A, Budget Schedule for Thai SGU Battalion
B. Fundmg Increments for Thai SGU Battahon
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Memorandum for the WSAG Principals

SUBJECT: Proposed Formation of Six Thai SGU Battalions
' for Interdictions Operations in South Laos
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