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Assistant Director for Scientific Intelligence 18 December 1950 

Chief, I-‘hysics and Electronics Division 

Projecting Electrode Ray 

1. In accordance with your request, I visited In‘. ‘*5. E. Priest 

on\l6 December 1950 at his farm in Hackettstown, R. J . I was accompanied 
by 1 

A‘ 
‘ re- } wk 0 handled the p 

liminary investigations and ar'ra.n;e.:aen"bs for the visit. . 

2‘ H0 specific technical infamation on the Wejecting Ray, its 
principle cf aperation or its potentialities were made available to me 

' at this meeting, as Hr. A. Earchautz, who is claimed to be the originator 
of the Ray, and whe is working on the technical design of the gmrtinent 
equipment, was not present. 

3- The diacussicns with Hr. Priest and his assistant left me with 
the fallowing, abservations and impressions: 

a. The Projecting Elestronic Ra}; at this stage is a promo- 
"bianal project, the purpose of which is "to obtain adequate funds 
from the U. S. Guvermmnt for reaearch, development. and design oi‘. 

an equipment Mapable of delivering powerful electronic energy to 
a distance in excess of a few hundred yards to cut tress, minerals, 
and metals, and ta destrey life" by conversion of a sharply tuned 
alactrarfic ray in’w heat. 

bh Bio factual infomation on technical principles or details 
pi‘ producing the Ray is knmm to 1&1‘. Priest, and his activities are 
guided by the potentialities of tha Bay as derived irom his belief 
that Hr. Harchant. is capable of producing such Hay and from the 
claimed fact that a prototype of the Ray-producing equipment, as 
built by Mr. Harehant, was used as a glass and metal cutting ‘cool 
and was destreyed by it". Merchant when he recogxiz-ed the full sig- 
zxiiieance of the potentialities of the Ray. 

1:. In this promotional prcject, Mr. Priest has a vested 
interest derived tram his S11ppOI"b to the project by the axploita- 
bien of his intimate cantacts with the high authorities in §‘Iashing-- 
ban. “lbs key technical factor is, however, fir. Eéarchmt. It is 
apparent that he is reasonably cautious in sharing his ideas on 
the Electronic Ray, ané any attempt to formulate an opinien on the 
p£easibilii;y of production and potentialities of the Ray must involve 
direct contact with. him. 

'3'???’ §£B§t§ 
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34» A direat contact with 3%:-4 Hamhant is preficated on the 
fullefiing conditions, as stijgmlated by Hr. Kn-chant and stated ta me 
by Er. Friest: 

a. Peaitive assurances mus-b be given to fir. Zlaroinnt that 
his ideas and principles, as than pertain to the Eilectz-oxaic Ray, 
113.1 be duly pxptectqd and no att-mnpt to explcit them be made by 
the government withaut his concur-rams and q>pz-oval. 

_ 
b; Due uredit will be given to 3%.‘. %.£archa_.n€ for his idaae 

it any use of his ideas and principles are made by the igovarnnmnti 

e. AZL1 negatzmtion for such uses will be made izhrough the 
Primalta Research and Development Company. 

5‘ Pmvidad that the above condiitians are mat, Hr. ifiarchant in 
amszicua ta meet with the U.S- Goverrment reptesezxtatixms as soon as 
feasible, preferably by ‘éledneaday, 20 December 1950. 

6» recmaxagnda,-§i*pns am es fellows: 
_ 

1.-¢e,.ew.i1 
1. ‘ms general pgtum or time Wujacting Electmanie Ray 

éevelapzwnts aa far-‘induces me to thunk that there is nothing 
revoluiziunary in it, and that it is in effect but an 
nutrifixta promotional scheme. 

3:. But for the fact that the Prelident and his personal 
friarxi are invelved, I would reccmnend that we &op our participa- 
hinn in the project. 

e¢ In view of the in which we have been involved in 
the pro3e»ct., however, I wmzld recozmend that the investigations be 
zmntinued and that a. duly authorized repreaeni;ati.ve or represer2ta—- 
ti-ms of the government be inetzmcted to contact 35::-. =:x§lI'Uh§.n'bu 

ti, In view of t-he specific requests fer assurances contained 
in parawaph 1; above, I receramend "that We Directefls opinion be 
obtained. on the advisability of transferring the responsibility fur 
eontauta with 381'» Efiarcluant to RDJ3 or other suitable orguliaationa, 
ax‘ the ndviaability sf requesting participation and support from 
sash arganiaations to C-IA in furthare izareetigations. 

6. It this cannot be done forthwith, I recommend that the 
$151 We directed to request a pcntponament (b)(1) 

( )( 
af a vial?» be Iir. Eéarclzaxxt from this week, as racamended by b 3 
Hr. Priest, to a mam auitable time. 

<b><i>>> 
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