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' 26 ecember 1550
Ap/osi
Projecting Tlectronic Ray

yomopendwm to AD/0SI, 10 Dec 50, subject as above

tions of the Projecting _
L Iﬁg wnm? wth gfxeiﬁzwﬁﬂom rocoired {n«wﬁrﬂfgﬁgﬁa&

K@’: mﬂ y 20 m 55 a second corfapenne ﬁfw hehﬁ iﬂ‘t;{;:"; rioet
?&f?ﬁkﬁmi’ﬁeﬁ Jersey on 2L uae;,am‘.; r;xgz Hepg
' nod and my shservetions and connluaions au, z e e ::ei;-;mﬁwwe

?..‘ The conference was attended Lyt

8, Primalts Research and Developmert Company?

b, CIkd

' meet conditions stipulated 1y FoparS.
mc’* mmv wwm mtm ph L of referente (fau) ’ :ag_! }}ﬁ:&mﬁ
wm tixeﬁgagal comselar of CIA w3 duly sifnsc anc ¥ . ms@d.
e bif tﬁia aprosmsut i enslosad far Tlh files, oid X
oopy © , 7
Sote viin W, Prieot.

‘ : was

pasie principle of = Projecting Electronic Rey
hy T gsmhmtpizm with a cescriptdon of %ﬁm%’

M! !w w};m;r‘aﬁimﬂ aspects sid yresults -f &d.a rt,..rg..; mis‘
Ym %Mmam nodel ty e Vgrchant dﬂw% pchant
RO's ° The description wes ’&iﬁﬁt;an L &;ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁéﬁ' _;;;ing‘t.he period
B pntenbar 1550 from the nobes covarinp S8 FEUC L s
mwzgsﬁ d m;igzﬂb@d by (a) copy of Mavchaatls S 10 LR, o

m;ﬁx‘ officer of jatartowh mm'»“§ﬂmmte' s sertaining o
o 1936 (seven pages), and (b) & @ab of WPS® PEL T rive pages).

e & ard aaifiefomﬁn“ofuBW03ﬂ° ot by me On
rorition) ove 80 WY aed reberial mere Ateized W ¢
ﬁe&a wacls against & receipt signed by me on be
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g, 1 mast admit that I £ailed to understand the opepational
slasme for the Projecting Kisotronio A8y, &3 sutlineé by Mr. larchant,
and hs deseription of the principle and design deteils of the aruip=
pent, The enalysis of thepe, howevar, leac = U0 palisve thats

By mmmtsarmdeﬂwwm ingapable of
producing end mintsining electronic radiation of the kind
vequirsd for the olsimed performnce of & arovalype cquip-
sent built Ly W, Merchant and hin aasoccliates.

Neither lr, Marchent naw any of his associstos hEve
shown the basic mderstending of the ruotionel cspevilities
or ussfvinsss of the et vidun) elements of the Tree iectort
as cutlined to s by M. Marchant,

g, The *mrojector” 15, 13 offect, AN weritioal attempt
so coubine seversl converdional and wWellm<nown slentyronice
primeiples enc aquipmsnts in tie hope taab poweriul radiation
night result and with sapestetion thet ourtisient nersst
might be produced within the governmestel clira’es 4o fuprnish
jb, Mavehent znd his associstes with susficisat fumis o
undertake a basic study of the project.

. ?mmmnmarmmmumamwm Maychent and

ad the Urdted States Aryy Urdnancs isgupd Ly the Chiel of (prdnance
So Mare Ansocistes, 1ng., in 1936 under Qrunsnct conteact
Wucrd=259,&/ An inspection of the contract files revealsthal the
ecatract was imsued on M&y I, 1936, anc was cancelled on vetober 8,
1937, due to the fallure of Mr, Havchent and iis ascocinles to
She nesesgary informetien and earvices as stipulsted by the cortract,
The metter of ihe contract and of e, Harchert's clalme were raviewed
ty the Chisf of Ordnance, U,9, A&my; in 1936, apoe instigetion of W
Jpsmp Hoosevelt and in 1939 as & result of 2 direet inguiry originated
Yy Semiar H. G« Lodee, X, In 19h0 the matier &3 roopensd by &
afnmmmiﬁ.mmmmwwmammmm
for use 8o &1 alrplane detoctor gapable of 200 miles renge, ib ALl
sesesthe Avmy Ordnance review restilted in negative preccrrondations

7. Thus far m0 darinite twocl of any tosts of tix projectar o
of any yesWdt of sueh have besn supplied ot round in suopaet of ¥
Verehantfe eladme, It has been mucertained that there appearoed an

iale in & Sundxy issue of one of Hoston's DBWSHRDCTS Mﬁ&ﬂ
' ooty :

—{7 T contrect and 411 materisl pertaining to it was downgraded to

ypelaesified® on 30 July 194T.
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' apdrid ue basic techricsl
8. In an atterpt to verify w "*‘aﬁé :f ¥r, Barorant's
Qlﬁﬂ of the Bay mwm W’ - .1:1 sabtorial with 1Te
e 1 discussed the available inforraticn & Cf Gine The
Ghm; kS ‘&% ﬁ:' R, L Clark and ﬁﬂ?ﬁr‘l m;}:‘rg JE Aduiew
repulls oF thase dlscusgions were 88 Tollowst

, sresnt Lo
deation that tho equipmen
of &S?ﬁ&?ﬁfﬁ%ﬂ% of ir. Merchant ak hia

ki b
T Mamsmmmfwwﬁrma»mx w CIAs

' 1nve ot be
I stiona so Tar made Ly Cih 08andh
tarnding ﬁ I{ ﬁifr ~"rc§§;§ shoulc Le twanslerred 1 t}.;;: ézéﬁg
m‘;:a p e e & tharough technicel review, ind ,

supatile 4
aansocintes.

%:%‘]fmk  ; ’ typ President
3 i ysﬁ‘mﬁheﬁﬂlta - sids
: wa? aﬁm between ClA and v, Prisst
¢) Ome

4 urw sf typed seterial
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Agsistant Director for Scientific Intelligence 18 December 1950
Chief, Physics and Electronics Division

Projecting Electrordc Ray

1., 1In accordance with your request, I visited Mr. . E. Priest
on 16 December 1950 at his farm in Hackettstown, N. J. I was accompanied
Wi T, who handled the pre-
1iminary investigations and arrangements for the visit. :

2. No specific technical information on the Projecting Ray, its
principle of operation or its potentialities were made availeble to me

- ‘at this meeting, as Mr. A. Marchant, who is claimed to be the originator

of the Bay, and who is working on the technical design of the pertinent

equipment, was not present.

3. The discussions with Mr. Priest and his assistant left ms with
the following observations and impressions:

g, The Projecting Electronic Ray at this stage is & promo-
tional project, the purpose of which is to obtain adeguate funds
from the U. 5. Govermment for research, development and design of
an equipment ®“capable of delivering powerful electronic energy Lo
a distance in excess of a few hundred yards to cut irees, minersls,
and metals, and to destroy life" by conversion of a sharply tuned
slectronic ray into heat.

b. MNo factual information on technical primciples or details
of producing the Ray is known to Mr. Priest,and his activities are
guided by the potentialities of the Ray as derived from his beliefl
that ¥r. Marchant is capable of producing such Ray and from the
claimed fact that a prototype of the Ray-producing equipment, as
built by Mr. Marchent, was used as a glass and metal cutting tool
and was destroyed by Mr. Marchant when he recognized the full sig-
ndficance of the potentialities of the Ray.

¢. In this promotional project, Mr. Priest has & vested
interest derived from his support to the project by the exploita-
tion of his intimate contacts with the high authorities in Washing-
ton. The key technical factor is, however, iir. Marchant. It is
apparent that he is reasonably cautious in sharing his ideas on
the Electronic Ray, and any attempt to formulate an opinion on the
feagibility of production and potentialities of the Ray must involve
direct contact with him.

SECEE
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k. A direct contact with ¥r, Merchant is predicated on the
following conditions, as stipulated by Mr. Marchant and stated to me
by ¥r. Priesti:

a8, Posltive assurances must be given to Mr. larchant that
his ideas and principles, as these pertain to the Zlectronic Ray,
will be duly protected and no attempt to exploit them be made by
the govermment without his concurrence and approval.

b. Due eredit will be given to Mr. Marchant for his ideas
if any use of his ideas and principles are made by the joverrment.

¢+ All negotiation for such uses will be made through the
Primalta Research and Development Company.

%+ Provided that the above conditions are met, ¥r. Marchant is
snxious to meet with the U.S. Government representatives as soon as
feasible, preferably by Wednesday, 20 December 1950.

6. My personal opinion and recommendations are as followss
64“" (mé’,eJ
a. The genera) pattern of tie Projecting Flectroaic Ray
developments 80 far“induces me to think that there is asthing
revolutionary in it, and that it is in effect nothing but an
outright promotional scheme.

by But for the fact that tha President and his personal
friend are involved, Y would recommend that we drop our participa-
tion in the project.,

¢+ In view of the manner in which we have been involved in
the project, however, I would recommend that the investigations be
gontinued and that a duly authorized representetive or representa-
tives of the government be inestructed to contact ¥r. Marchant.

d., In view of the specific requesis for assurances contained
in paragraph L above, I recommend that the Directorts opinion be
obtained on the advisability of transferring the responsibility for
gontacts with Mr. Marchant to RDJ3 or other suitable organizations,
or the advisability of requesting partieipation and support from
such organigations to CIA in further inveetigations.

¢s If this cannot be done forthwith, T recormend that the
CIA| | be directed to request a postponement
of a visit to Nr, ¥archant from this week, a5 recoummended by
¥r. Priest, to a more suitable time.
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Asgistant Director for Scientific BEG il 1950
Tatelligence
Asslstant Director for Operations

FPrimalts Research and Development Company
mtstm_, Hev Jersey ’

1. The attached report coutains all of the informstion thet the
Contact Divieion of this 0ffice vas sble to obtain through discreet local
e on the Primalte Besearch and Development Company and the ine
@ividuals assoclsted with it. This report is submitted iz respouse to
m gmﬁgeweat to Nr. Osborn of the Contact Division on Friday,

- R Ihie 0ffice will be heppy to take vhatever further actiom you
conslder desirable to mpport your report to the DCI on this matter.
Based on the limited informetion we have heen gsble to obtain in the rela-
tively short time allotted, it would appear that Mr. Priest may be the
W‘b ﬁ:tharmortmmmmp&rm of Dr. Gardner and

UBCRCE G. CAREY

Attachment: As steted above

/
;
j
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Bepert on ¥ y AD/OSI for informstion | -
Mmrtby / a8 to background genersl

1.

2,

on of following Sndtviduals:
3. W, Artlur Marchant

B. Mr. Vells Priest y

3. v, daniel Carduer
b, Porcy Landolt

" , bh Varren Avesue, Wolnwn, Massachusetts. Is
sout 60 yours of age and has wife md two daughters. NRe
is wknows iu scietific circles in Boston sod s not listed
in Nev England roster of professionnl engineers.

Be hes & reputation ee an eccantric lsventor aod some

Alde to the President. He claime o bave been & Vice President
of the Third Aveove Trenait System in New York City and 2lso
to be & relative of Congressman Phiest of Tennessee,

%s lives om A cly Rosd sbout one mile putside of
Rackatistown in o large (8 to 10 roces), well cept hovew, has
freguent visitors from Nev York State, trmvele to New Yark

ity sbout cace s week, spears well off financially, sp-
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e the me Mﬁwgﬁﬂ be im
. vas ¢
of the local dreft bosrd. Nome of the tiree informnts had
Mmmmmmumﬁmmm;
"noranl” {ndividval vho vas prone b0 boast 2 little.
Primt has two sssociates in his pew X Company.
D, Dantel oo & Thomns Brunce, who lives at the

mmum Our informsuts were wnable to supply us with
details on either Serdner or Brunce,

~ Becords of Port Imtelligence Officer, Bew York Port of
Baberbadion, dated 20 Decesber 154L, indicate thet Priest has
4 XD Wmber 297619 assigned. This is presumed to have been
for loyalty check purposes for overseas wovement.
mmmmmmuuma“mnwm
ﬁ&mmwthzatenmmm,m:m

mwmctmmammm fyom records
seen. Bo informmtion &» svaileble om Ruurchaa
Development Company.

3

msamﬁamu,m o st pet
mummuoxsn gadian i ) ’

Prom 1914 to 1925 teught chamistry in London -
Uaiversity uxknown.
mhmuﬁmum
In 31000 to Colombia, 8.A., entayed U.8, et various
times, but firet entry in 13 May 194k from Berssquills, Colowbis

Kas written FET many times on "hot leeds™ - in 19543
wrote 2t he vas in touch with & Russian by the ngme of
Gabrilovich vho had Just arrived in this country and vho
WMMMMﬁa&SOMW

ey

¥as involved ot one tine in & tavtalum mine in
Sunalls vhich turneld out to de a swindle. Fo firm evidence
et bs wvas directly inplicated.

Pirst sxuy records indicate that Damiel Cardver hos
gmu i.0,, Daniel Gardener and 1t is believed that

7iX vill bave furiher file on this individuel, Osrdcner
#iiae Gardner is considered $o de 3 Chemist.
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