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4 December 1973

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence

SUBJECT : Presidential Watergate Tapes

1. On 27 November 1973, we learned from the press reporis
that a panel of technical experts had been appointed by Chief Judge
John J. Sirica and that a Mr. Mark Weiss, Vice President of the
Federal Scientific Corporati New Yo New York, was listed
as a member of the panel.

1
X

2. On 30 November 1973 at 4:00 p.m., I received
from Myr. Carl Feldbaum from tne i

aphone Mo. 393-2300,

! . H vxs
hacd osen glven my name

¢

because Mr. Mark Weiss, 2 mampey o c
auested the use of a machine called the "Co

told Mr. Feldbaum that 1 was not aware of such

machine but would mz2ke scme inquiries and call him back. I tried
to call Mr. Duckett, DDSLT, bt he was not in ris office and [ then
called lDDSE;T/O.RD, as I had earlier requested

information from him |
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‘ I then called and asked for

James Hirsh and in his absence talked to‘ He said
that they did have such a machine and that he would determine
whether the machine was movable or not. I then received a telephone
call from k/ho was in the Headquarters Building and
he explained the dimensions of the machine to be 30" x 12" x 30".

He stated the machine is movable and is not classified. The machine
applies basic accoustical theories and can, in some cases, reconstruct
material from an erased tape. Mr. Hirsh stated that the machine is
currently however, if directed it could

be moved for the use of the panel.

3. I called Mr. Feldbaum at 5:00 p.m. on 30 November 1973
and advised him as follows:

a. The Director was not in town and that his
permission had not been granted for the use of the machine;

b. We did have a Coherent Spectrum Shapexr and
it is movable; : ‘

c. Since the technical panel had been selected by
Judge Sirica, we would require a writiten request from
Judge Sirica asking for the use of the machine. Mr.
Feldbaum said that he understood my position and said
that he would call me again on Monday, 3 December 1973,

4, Attached are two articles from 1 December 1973 describing
the technical panel work on the Presidential tapes. o

5. At the time of the initial request, Mr. Houston briefed
Genearal Vernon Walters, DDCI, and on Saturday, 1 Dscember 1
1 also briefed General Walters who stated that he had orally explained
the request to Mr. Colby when he had returned to the city on the

972

evaning of 30 Novembar 1973.

stant General Counse

Attachmsn/
cc: DDCI

1G
OLC
DDS&T
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THE NEW YORX TIMES, SATHURDAY.DECEMBER 1, »
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