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COUNTRY: LAOS/VIETNAM
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TSUEUE POLLUTION OF STREAM WITH TOXIC CHEMICALS BY PEOPLE'S 
' ARMY OF VIETNAM (PAVN) FORCES IN LUANG PRABANG PROVINCE 

- LAOS; HOSTILE REACTION OF LAO VILLAGERS 
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TEXT: 1.\ \A PEOPLE'S 
ARMY OF VIETNAM (PAVN) UNIT ASSIGNED To A eAMR~gN THE%XgEg§p 
‘STREAMTNE'ART!3AN’PAK'"XuENG*1$lHJ 11L1..),W._ .. Q’ \>< LI L, 
iNZEUlfiG:P§ABA§E§EBQVIEEEZDUMEEQ;40~5A¢K§;99NIAINJNG" - 

$Q§jCSCHEMICALSmINTOQTHELSTREAM Sfifigllggflgggggnjjljflfifi}gpNgf 
1985? IN JUNE A LOCAL LAO PEOPLE'S ARMY (LPA) MILITIA MEMBER 
WHILE TRAVELING BY BOAT DN THE XUENG STREAM LosT HIS RIFLE 
ovERBoARD. HE UUMPED OVERBOARD To TRY TO RETRIEVE HIS 
WEAPON. wHILE LOOKING FDR HIS RIFLE HE cAME UPON ABOUT 1o 
SACKS, s0ME CONTAINING WHITE POWDER AND sDME CONTAINING YELLOW 
POWDER. THE SACKS WERE ABOUT 200 METERs FROM THE PAVN CAMP. 

2. ALTHOUGH THE AREA WHERE THE SACKS wERE DIscovERED 
IS CONTROLLED BY THE PAVN AND IS DFF LIMITS T0 LAO, A LOCAL 
VILLAGER voLuNTEERED TO so T0 THE AREA TO TRY To RETRIEvE 
SOME OF THE SACKS. ON 1e JUNE 1985 HE wENT TU THE AREA AND 
BROUGHT BACK THREE SACKS FULL OF cHEMIcALs. 0N 1 0R 2 JULY 
1925 THE VILLAGE CHIEF DF<BAN:EAKfXUENe:mDoK THE THREE SACKS 
T0 THE G0VERN0R'0FTEUANGTPRABANGIRRDVINGE AND TOLD HIM IH§M_ 
CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE FIND AND THAT,sINqE_EARLY JUNE MANYQDEAD 
FISH HAvE BEEN FOUND FLOATING IN THE STREAM“NEAR‘wHERE*THEj 
CHEMICALS wERE FOUND. THE GOVERNOR PROMISED TD TAKE THE 
MATTER UP WITH HIGHER AuTH0RITIEs. 

3. FIVE VILLAGERS wH0,ATE_FISH FROM IHE)STREAM HAvE 
BECOME SERIOUSLY ILL. THREE OF THEM HADYDIED‘AS OF MID-JULY 
AND THE OTHER Two ARE HOSPITALIZED‘AT LUANG PRABANG HOSPITAL 
IN A c0MA. ‘THIS INCIDENT HAS TURNED LOCAL INHABITANTS AGAINST‘ 

" THE PAVN uNIT. THE VILLAGERS BELIEVE THAT EVEN IF IT IS NDT‘ 
A PLOT BY PAVN TD_KILL THEM IT sTILL SHOWS THAT PAVN HAS N0 
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QUALMS ABOUT DESTROYING THE LOCAL HABITAT. THE VILLAGERS 
SUSPICIONS ARE AROUSED BY THE FACT THAT THE PAVN IN THE AREA 
HAVE THEIR OWN WATER WELLS AND GROW THEIR OWN FOOD AND LIVE- 
STOCK AND DO NOT DEPEND ON LOCAL SUPPLIES. THE VIETNAMESE 
HAVE THEIR WIVES AND FAMILIES WITH THEM AND BOTH MEN AND 
WOMEN ARE SEEN CARRYING WEAPONS. LOCAL VILLAGERS BELIEVE THAT 
THE VIETNAMESE INTEND TO STAY IN THE AREA PERMANENTLY_AND MAKE 

WARNING: REPORT CLASS S E C R E T--WARNING NOTICE--INTELLIGENCE 
SOURCES OR METHODS INVOLVED--NOT RELEASABLE TO FOREIGN NATIONALS"? 
NOT RELEASABLE TO CONTRACTORS/CONSULTANTS--DISSEMINATION AND 
{EXIRACIION_OE_lNEORMAIlON_CONIROLLED_BY_ORlGlNAIORI____T 
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