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TALKING PAPER

SUBJECT: Mail Intercept Program

_ 1. A program of intercepting mail between the United'State‘s-and
the USSR has been in existence in New York since 1952, This program
\ has provided information of interest fo the FBI, as we understand it;

dealing with Soviet activities vis-a-vis the United States and with respect
i t—mpanaren ¥ 5 oy -
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to Americans who maintain active Contacts with Soviet and other Comi-
. munist areas. The program was most recently briefed to then Attorney -
" Gemeral Mitchell and Postmaster General Blount in June 1971. :

. 2. Considerabie efforts are made to conduct this qp_era_'.tion on.a
totally secure basis, but itis of course possible that it leak. While the -
recording of the addresses and return addresses is totally legal, the
opening of first-class mailis sn conflict with 39 U.S. Code, Section £057."
A contention can be made that the opération is nonetheless within the
constitutional powers of the President to obtain foreign intelligence in-
formation or to protect against foreign intelligence activities (powers
statutorily recognized in 18 U.S.C., Section 119, with respect to bugging
and wiretapping. A - . .

- 3. The political risk of revelation of CIA's involvement in.this
project is in any case substantial, In my view, this political risk is not
justified by the operation's contribution to foreicn intelligence and -
counterintelligence collection. It may well be justified by the contribu-
tion it malkes to the FBI's responsibilities for internal security, a matter
best judged by the FBIL. if this is viewed as sufficient, I recomumend
strongly that the project be as sumed by the ¥FBI rather than running the .
extra risk of possible public revelation of its association with CIA. CIA -,

- would naturally provide any support de sired by the ¥ BI and would hope to )
receive such material as might be of value to CIA from the FBI. ‘ '
4. Pending resolution of the above, the project is suspended.
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