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Khalid Shaykh Muhammad: Presminent
Source On Al-Qa‘ida (B#NTFY

Key Fladings (V) suummuhzohsupmmwsumummmtﬁe

driving foree behind the 11 September attacks sg well a3 several

become ane of the US Goveramsnt's key sources on'al-Qa‘ida. Ass
m.mmmﬁmmtﬁum«mu@n
a-Qe"ida’s strategic doctring, plots ard probable targeta, key operstives,
£nd the ﬁkelymeﬁwdsﬁ)ramhintthShnmdmd. leading to the
disruption of soveral plots against the United States,

s Information from KSM has not only drsmatically expanded our univerge
of knowledge on al-Qa‘ida's Plots but bas provided leads that aggisted
directlyinthsupmofoﬂmrmhu. including Jemanh Islamiya
leaderHambauandthe‘bﬂm"shoebomba. Ssjid Badat. (NP

KSMMMymmummmonnmmgpﬂoﬂtymml&&e
tthnitedStlhubmuﬂﬂmimmadiarclyaﬂull Scptember he
mﬁudhtaﬁﬁcwmaﬂnckh&cUnihdSh:awoﬂdbediﬁcﬂt
beseuse of new security measures. As & regult, KSM's plots against the
UEhomelmdﬁvmh»ZNlmoppmmniaﬂcandlhnimd.mdudinga
plotmﬂyuhijubdplnminmthamumbuﬂdingoathem Waat Coast
andapluwmdd-Qa'idaopm&vgmdUSciﬁmImPadiﬂnmwto&'
bombe in high-rise spartment buildings in a US city. &

® CIA assesses that KSM has revealsd &t {east the broad cadines of the
set of terrorist attacks opan which he and his Heutenants focused
from about 1999 until his detention four years later. We judge that
KEM has been gonerally accarate because his information tends to -

* be consistent, and much of it hag rated by fellow
detainees aad uther reporting.
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adgcss that KSM still ia

. on %Iots sround % gjim_-_- ,

OKS}{mqﬁnuampwﬁde&uhiu&:maﬁon;mmmdebde he
hes identifiod two photographs of al-Qa'ida aperative Issa al-m—who

may be involved in the preclection plot—and provided :
sl-Qa‘ida might conduot attacks in g”us homelaod. gﬁ%

Withholding sigaificant i
mcl% inside the United
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Khalid Shaykh Muhammad:
t Source On Al-Qa'ida

What KSM Has Told Us (ST}

 Khalid Shaykh
Muobammad (KSM), the
driving force bebind the
11 September attacks as
well a2 gevera!

| subfegquent plots agatnet
US and Westarn
worldwids, has become,
since his capturs in
Mareh 2003, a key
inteitigence source for
Rt the US Govmmcntdcn
. LT e n Wﬁ%‘l “
personslities, Debrisfings simhhdﬂhub.onm have
wzwmuxmmum
P capabilities, the identity location of
2l-Qua'ids aperatives, and affilistad hm:isto
arganizations end getworks. He has provided
hﬁmﬁmmdﬁ%’cwcm
probable targets, the impact of atriking each
?t.andlﬂmlymho&oﬁmgMEmwe&em
tates,

» KSM has al30 provided in considerable detail the
traits 2ad profiles that al-Qa'lda sought in Wegtern
operatives after the 11 September attacks, {nchuding
individuals holding US status, possessing authentio
Waestern trevel documents, and being Suniliar with

* In addition, KSM has given us insight inte how
'I'Qatidlmmmveﬂhwafpomﬁd
tazgets in the United States, bow it might pelect
targets, and the method of communication used

P

It will taks years to determins definitively oll the

+ plots in which KSM was involved and of which he

Wab aware, but our extensive debriefings of varous
KSM lisuteaants gince savly 2003 suggest that he hag
divulged at least the broad cutlinas of his tetwork's
moat significent plots agaiast the United Stutes and
clsgwhere in his role e al-Qa‘ida's chiof of
cparstions outside Afghapistan:

« Striking thy United Stmas. Despite KSM's
assertion that A post-1§ September attack in the
United States would be diffioult besunge of more
stringent security moagures, he hag admitted ©
hmhmslp!&hlmzwlmmlmnhwa
(JT) operatives to omsh a hijacked sirliner into the
tallest building on the US West Coast. From lats
2001 ugtil early 2003, KSM algo sonceived several
low-leval plot, including an early 2002 plan to
send al-C'ids operative end US citizen Jose
Pldinltomoﬂbcmhinhidt-ﬂunpm:&t
buildings in an unapecified major US city ad en
early 2003 plot to employ a network of
Paldgtanis—~inctuding Tymsn Faris and Majid
Khan—to target gas stations, mikroad tracks, end
tho Brookiyn Bridge in New York. KSM hay also
#poken at length about operative Ja'Gir al-Tayyar,
admitting that al-Qa‘ida hud tasked al-Tayyer to
case spesifio targetz in New York City in 2001.

& Attncks In Adsia, Burcpe, the Middie East
2000-2001, KSM plotted sttacky against US and
other tergets in Southeast Asia using al-Qa‘ids end
J1 operstives, but after the {1 Scptember artacks he

. clsima that ho largely regarded JT operatives as a

resource for big plote againe: targets in Evrope and

Corarnents and quaries are o

This esscasment wag prepased by the DCT Countarterrorist Center's Office ; i
Wmﬂ.ﬂdbhm‘%%jﬂmm._‘
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h Uting KSM To Implieate the United Stazes. KSM ook # rebust role in
Sufaat in CBRN Plotting directing aud saalating operations during 2002 and
ey oerly 2003, inoluding oversceing the Heathrow Plot,
: providing monay to Hambalf far terrorist plots in
Reperting from XSM M&mmmmtm
hnsre-uy_advamw Rrgeds in Sandi Arabis.” Ho has also revesled
‘ decstanding of el-Qa'idey  95tM ofthe l-Qa'ldn bombing of the Dierba
enthrax pregram. mﬂmhmmzmmmlem

‘ ?ﬁumgmuwgmm.m; ® CBRN Attacks. Reporting ftom
u D, KSMrevealed hetud ~ * 2RV several sources,
et throe individuals invelved in ai-Qatidas

W&eﬂMw&nwd&zliw
pl&hdlmmhckmwhdgenfmyupwu
of the attack's planning and execution bessuse Bin
mmmwwmm‘w
pllyec-la!;:ymhlnth:ulacﬁmofopmﬁmand
'sz-ﬁ-ammwr?porﬁnsmd-qn‘ldﬂ : mms ltnz m;ummm;y :
mwmmmm?mm the United Statay, mmmmdedmm
Setalneds capaiud as g Blareporting,  amount of detail on the 1994-95 “Bojfna™
poned ;mmmludm%'sd-’s pm—mwmmmmewm
i - Yousaf—in which they consplred to explode in

Mn&%ﬁdﬁﬁm-mmpaﬁc

H

Whm&dnﬁmdhamlehﬂmhmbmg n

mafﬁmmh&uhmmm;w

uading providaa by Fens o el® s o
fr

Southenst Asin y © &
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KSMs Rolodex A Boon For Operstions ENET ‘

KSM"s deudc-lnugmu;w“ dming
which he met with & broad range of [slamic
extremists from around the world, has mads him 8
key source of information o mmerous al-Qa'ida
opatatives and othet rmyjahidin, He has provided
Emtefligence that hus Ied directly to the capturs of

* Most tesently, for example, KSM provided &
aidndbommaﬁnmmlomdutwal-qrm
operatve lass al-Hindl—who may be involved in
al-Qu‘ids's reparted effart 0 wrtack the United
States before the Prosidentis)
identifying two of his photograpks.

Similarly, informstion thar KSM

prrovided to us on Majid Khem In

the epring of 2003 was the crucial
first link in the chain that [od us to
the capture of prominent JY lesder
and ah-Qa‘ids azsociste Hambalt
in August 2003 and mare than 5

o alated for stacke aguingt the US
hdumlaad.sKSM told us about Khun's rols in
dalivering $50,000 in Deoestibar 2002 & operstives
assoolated with Hambali.

+ In an exampls of how infbrmation fom one

caa be used in debriefing

i & “bullding-block” process, Khan—who hed
been detaingd in Pakistan in early 2003—was
confronted with KSM's information sbout the

money and acknowledgod that he dellvered the

money to an opezative named “Zubair” Khan also

provided Zubair's physica! deseription and contact
mumber, Besed on that information, Zubair was
GlemdlnIunzZOOS.

* During debelefings, Zubair revealsd tat he worked

directly for Hamba!i and
informsatiay

dozen Southesst Axian opsratives

another detainge

8% Zabair provided w&
ﬂmw " ES

® Next, KSM-—when explicitly quericd on the
issup—identified Hambali's brother, *Abd al-Hadi,
&1 3 pmspective gucoeasor to Hamball, Althoygh
We were previcusly aware of ‘Abd al-Hedi, KSM's
&llegation of bis impartance prioritized and
expedited his capturs. Information from raultiple
detainges, including K8M, amrrowed down 'Abd
ol-Hadi’s location, and he was captured in Karachi
in September 2003,

* Bringing the story full circle, ‘Abd al-Hadi
iderttified & cell of JT operatives—some of them

bably s
purt of KSM’s plot to ly bijacked pianes into the

mmm West Coast.

Leads KEM provided in November 2003 lod direstly

t the amreat of Safid Badat in the UK; KSM had
volunteered the exigtence of Badnt—~whom be knew
&8 “Tasa al-Pekistani"—as the cperative who wes
slated to launch & stmultaneoys ghae-bamb amack
with Richad Reid in December 2001,

¢ Uing the intellipencs from KSM on Badat,
debrisfers queried Ammumer al-Baluchi, who
provided additions] information about the UK
operative,

 ssonrt " aromn
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' How KEM Compares With Other
'KSMhumdh]ﬁ.dm,m- formetion he has Datuinees (300~ High-Valne
of his reporting—auck & on

e

11 Septembermbix hoen sumistuns ot o wmmxmwt‘&

oanroborated by reparting from ofher high-alue detainees in terms of quantity and quality
of iteligence lnformation. Togethr oy aoooumt
ﬁ?&mm. hw&u@

have bean god Aty
* Shortly after his capture, KSM
willing to divalge lisited NW&E

informatiom ,
beoause key Heathrow plotier Remai  © 96024 tor of al-Qa'ids HVDs, such 3 Hasaen

plot
Bin sl-Suibh kad been defuined shout six months.  opr Ao Bopbew Ammar, USS Cale plotte

KSM withheid details Bin ‘Attash, and )T Insder Hembali, by
SO aleo bec very uaefhl s sourees, but neme of fhem

thewoludunotﬂnopmﬁmlqnﬂmﬂmmdwm: bave the breadth and depth of infixmnation of KSM
Somoerning the plot—Khalisd Bin ‘Attash and o Ao Zubaydeh, (RS

osught two months afer KEM. . + +» But Probably Still Retatns Impartant
Information (SUNFT

. U?MPM. KSM aliegos that al-Qa‘ids has
Sier active oparatives or sleeper calls in the
United States, clsiming ignarance of such iteens as

mmulmmhm

ncs the early 19508, He also says that he was

m:md:mnt:‘n:th:?ﬁmhﬁe

aar _U'lﬂiads:du, provided minimal
infarmation ebout his Muatiz oo/

U States while & stydent here,
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¢ Plots in the Arabian Peninnda and South
KSMbuwmnmmmmﬁuus,
of plotting {n Saudi Arabia becaus be dolegated
decisionmaking suthority to cell leaders there, but

Painan o 1k 200 s b catas, Kot
provided only limited infarmation an Paiigtant
militanty who, since {{ Septembar, have

fo ahip explosives to Harus suggests, however, that
be very likaly knowa mare ahour Harun's plott
than be is letting on. In cne case, KSM provided

mwmdmuwﬁmby'm 0)(3)

sment  noremnain ®)3)
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Appsndix: Blography of Khalid
Shaykh Muhammad (KSM) (U)

Kalid Shaykh Mubammad (KSM) was bors on

24 April 1968; his fther, 8 cleric who died in Mm“mmmmm
1969, moved to Kurwait along with sther Balucht gﬂ-‘) o
reletives from I, in the 19508 end easly 1960s, '
whes large numbers of migrants traveled to the
Gﬂfmﬁommuﬂnl\ﬁnlim“’aﬂdhﬂh
sdventage of the oil boom. Ine
&/ i statoment mads sfior his capture,

K.?andmuhahﬂambdﬁommﬁm

childhood; be olaimed thet in grads sxhool, he and

?mw.mmmmw : '
ousef, tore down the Kuwiti flag from their

chhnoL He also stated that be joined the Muglim  —
rothechood & a teenager e a8 expreasion of bis He stated that his contacts whth Americans, while

ﬁmwdﬂswﬂuwﬁmﬂm minimul, canfirmed his view that the United States

‘ was & dobauched aud racist country.

* In addition to Ramei Yousef, snother five graduafing i
mhﬂvuanSMmtenprhb,themmuble .mmwﬁm“kﬁ:ﬁd
of whom are nephew ‘AL ‘Abd l-Aziz ‘Al that he travelad to Afghanistan to participate in
(v ‘Ammar), s key fasilitator for the ' the fighting agatngt the Soviet Army there. He

staled that mos of his time in Afphagisten
for other myjahidin.
R e e Mestind o s o of
:i:nuggmw\’umf,mgrswilhbhmn
's limi : Govemment's support of Iamel, as pla

%;@mmmmw.ﬂmu sphodmhhhhmbmhhnﬂlﬁ;

ofm—wh_ et included a 1‘1:;3' against the United States. In 1992, KSM says he

me ills—almoat certainly helped provided ahout §1,000 to help fund Yousof's

propel him ap bis paih to become 8 terrarist. KSM bombing of the World Trads Center, adding that

g N e smoblogruphy ®at ehile o S b aase it whtet

'Mm%nm pv Imcl::duumty' he nephow wag able o operete in the United Staics.

with fellow Llamist studenty Som the Middls Bast , (b)(1)
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He then joined Yousefin the Philippines in 1994
1o plan the “Bojinka” plot—the simuitaneous
bombings of & dozen US-flagged commercial

¢ After the Bojinka plot was disrupted and Yougef
Was cxught in early 1995, KSM esceped but was
y indicted in the United States for kis

role kn the plot and went into hiding,

® Years luter, & detainod asgocinte reparted that
KSM showed him & photgraph of Yousf
handcuffs, and said, “This is the man | am
fighting and dying for.” The associst: further

 nioted that KSM pledged to find  way to free his

While preparing the Bojinka plot, Youssf and
KSMallodkmseddmhhofuﬁnspmu
faistiles to strike targota in the United Statas,
inelnding tie White Houss and the Central
Inteiligance Agency. KSM says that, in 1996, he
'+ eXpanded tha ides of using planes as missiles by
coucciving of 2 plot of hifacking ten airiiners to
strike simultaneously targets an both coasts of the
Usited St 3~ )

xsmm«mammmmmmm-mmn
gan the support of Usams Bin Ladin sad therehry
hopefully obiain the resources necessary to realire
the operation. The al-Qa‘ida leader 51 Sret
ﬁmmwﬁnm&ﬂhhulmm
provided KSM operatives and funding fora

This planning culminated in the 11 Septmmber
attacks,

o Beforc September 2001, KSM was neither 3
fonmlmmbe—ofal-Qa‘idamumhefuﬁu
cadenship eouncil, but in sddition t managing

- the 11 Septamber cperation, he headed

ul-Qa'ida’s Media Comimintee and ovemaw
officts during 2000-2001 to work with Past
Asist Janash Talamiya (1) operatives to launch
mmammwmm
Ierasli targets.

* KSM has stated that he intentionally did not
sweaz day ‘ah (4 pledge of loyalty) to Bin Ladin -
until afher Septamber 2001 ¢o that he eould have
igoored 8 decision by the al-Qa"ida leadership 1o
canee] sttackn,

Aﬂarlmmoi.lheeoﬂwofdnl'dlbanmgm,
the dispormal of el-Qa‘ida’s lesdership, aad the
engineering the

. preguge esgoaiated with

11 September attacks combined to propel KSM
into the role of operations chief for al-Qa‘ida
stound the world,

® KSM statad that ho had plenned & socond wave
of hijacking artacks even befors Septernber 2001
but shifted his aim from the United States to the
United Kingdom because of the United States®
poét-11 September socurity posture and the
Bﬁﬁshﬂovmm’cmmpmm
Washington's globel war an terror.
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. Inﬁddiﬁonwmempﬁngmmmwed
"!wl_mow—l'lor"-—inwhichhe plennad to have
Mupleaumﬁmkl-lu&mwuponm&
ofher targets in the Unitod Kingdom—KSM alee

eunched & mumber of plots agxinst the Unitad

v Although be was responsible for operational
pmaxsmwﬁuwmufmafzm,
he speat congiderable time managing the
movement and housing of aperatives and thair
famllies from Afghanistan to Pakistan and then

I
S

tates,

oawards 1 the Middle Bast. (SN

ssen " oscenmn
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