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2 7 OCT 1964 

IPPMVEH FGR R£lEliSE199Z 
A A CIA HISTFJRICEL REVIEW PRQGRAM MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence

_ 

THROUGH : Deputy Director for Support 

SUBJECT :"OPossib1e Unauthorized Disclosure 
(Article by Robert S. Allen and 

l 

_ 
Paul Scott entitled: "Secret Report 
Under Wraps", published in the 

72.2. October 1964 issue of the '
' 

ljorthern Virginia Sun) “ ‘DPS A R<-_fa,‘l' Tr» DQ3- 

l. This memorandum is for your information only. 

' 2. This office in coordination with representatives of DDP has prepared an analysis of the Subject article which is 
attached (Tab A). There is alsovattached (Tab B) a CI Staff memo-'~ 
randurn to the Deputy Director for Plans commenting on the 
newspaper article. . 

'. 
~ 

" 

. . 

‘ 3. Tab C is the updated comprehensive version of the 
October 1961 document (Tab D) forwarded to the Warren Commission; 
Tab E is the distribution list of the 1961 document which was not an 
accountable dissemination. - 

4. A review of the information in the Allen and Scott arti- 
cle would indicate that the 1961 document or parts of it were probably 
leaked to the writers by a recipient of the docutnent. A total of ' 

32. copies was distributed on a limited basis to members of the 
|, 

intelligence community and to General Maxwell Taylor while assigned at 
l 

"r.=i.=.:1n.-is-.~*a 
e House‘ 

- 
' ' 

.~’ Document Number "
' 

PIHS l-211;-5.2‘. my n1.=::r;s __ 
for Pom Rm 0.. -wt 1916 

I 
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5. The article is considered a serious compromise of a 
highly sensitive document; however, damage to clandestine sources 
and methods would be nominal. The Soviets are now aware that 
the U. S. possesses information as to some of the methods and 
operations of the KGB toward high foreign Government officials. 
More important‘, however, the article reflects upon the integrity 
of the Agency in the eyes of the general public particularly as it 
bears upon the Warren Commission report. There has been a 
world-wide interest in the Commission report and the Agency has 
been downgraded in its support of the Commission. u 

6. Further inquiry will "be made in this matter and you 
will be informed of the results. ' 

I/1/0./\Qov~\ 5( 1/V 
Harlan A. Westrell 

Acting Director of Security 

Attachments: 
As stated above 

IQ 
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Article by Robert S. Allen and Paul Scott entitled

| 

1-10 T-T_(_'?T';' . __;TiT-TTSULZD USE 0NLY/ 
C02"-?TI:‘;C=I.T.-TI“, ‘=;_'=/‘/.f 

j J1 !;?:T30;\.D 

Analysis of 

“Secret Report Under Wraps," appearing in the 

22 October 1964 issue of the Northern Virginia Sun 

Paragraphs of Article 

Para. 1. "The Central Intelligence 
Agency withheld vital intelligence 
information from the Warren Com- 
mission during its investigation of the 
assassination of President Kennedy. 

Para. 2. "Despite the commission‘s 
written request for all docurnents that 
might shed light on the assassination, 
CIA authorities failed to turn over a 
national intelligence estimate warning 
that it is Kremlin policy to remove 
from public office by assassination 
Western officials who actively oppose 
Soviet policies. 

Document Numberqi.‘ .‘. C: 
for FOIA Review on JUL 1915 

Comments 
These paragraphs are false 

in that the Warren Commission 
has been fully briefed by CIA on 
all known aspects of Soviet plans 
to remove from public office 
Western officials who actively 
opposed Soviet policies. On 
Z8 February 1964, CIA furnished 
the Warren Commission a de- 
tailed, 26 page report entitled: 
"Soviet Use of Assassination 
and Kidnapping" (Tab C). This 
report was an updated and more 
comprehensive version of an

_ October 1961, 13 page report 
entitled: "SOVIET STRATEGIC 
EXECUTIVE ACTION (A P-re- 
liminary Survey)" (Tab D), 
classified SECRE'I‘--NOFORN/ 
NO DISSEM ABROADI LI.MITED/ BACKGROUND USE ONLY, from 
which the authors quoted para- 
graphs 4, 7, 8, 9, 10, and 
ll of their article. It should 
be noted that the author 

N0 FOREIC-TI I??? 'TTfY‘"'*:;_1>1r; Ur); Q?\{1'_,Y/ 
/.Tn77'3“7.r\:'>_‘_“‘ ' ..~""’t:’ I 

l 4“‘ 
' ;‘:"‘»-7*‘ 

A A cs cow I 

23/. 2 ;?‘/);l1/ Y 
( (To! l 

I. 

l 

_ 2 i ._‘-_ 
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Paragraphs of Article 

Para. 3. "Titled ‘Soviet Strategic 
Executive Action, ' the suppressed 
CIA document went into the shocking 
details of how agents of KGB, the 
Soviet secret police, are trained 
to do away with Western leaders, 
including officials in the U. S. , 

and to make their deaths appear 
due to natural causes. 

C omm ents 

omitted the words "(A Pre- 
liminary Survey)“ when citing 
the title of the above October 1961 
report. " 

1 A total of 32 copies of the 
October 1961 report were dis- 
seminated outside of CIA. (Tab E) 

Y The document referred to in 
paragraphs 2 and 6 was not a 
National Intelligence Estimate but 
the above mentioned October 1961 
report published by the DDP,

V 

This paragraph is accurate 
and it refers to the very sensitive, 
highly classified October 1961 
report, cited above, and published 
by the DDP. 

_

' 

-----—_--_._--_--------_-__---.--__---_--_-----.---.---------._-------------q--Q---n 

Para. 4. "One of the KGB's newly 
devised assassination weapons is ‘a 
pneumatically operated poison ice 
‘atomizer, ' which leaves no wound 
or other evidence of the cause of 
death. 1 - 

This paragraph is accurate 
and contains a portion quoted 
from Page 5, paragraph 4 of the 
above cited October 1961 DDP 
report.

N 
,- 
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of Article 

Para. 5. "While this deadly weapon 
has yet to be used against any high 
Western official, hundreds of KGB 
agents covertly operating outside 
of Russia have been supplied with

_ 

this pocket-size. gun, awaiting only 
orders from Moscow. to use it. 

Comments 
' This paragraph sets the tone 
for launching a dissertation by the 
writers in later paragraphs. Makes 
certain implications which document 
did not intend. 

Para. 6. "Highlights of the suppressed 
intelligence estimate, which is locked 
in a security area within the tightly- 
guarded CIA, are as follows: 

The document, as stated above, 
is not an intelligence estimate. 

Para. '7, "jI‘It has been reported that 
the KGB endeavors to remove the 
threat to Soviet interests posed by 
certain members of Western govern- 
ments, sometimes arranging for the 
dismissal of such persons from 
public office, at other time even 
having them 'eliminated' physically. 

Para. 8. " ‘Such activities are 
known to be undertaken against other 
types of persons in the West, notably 
defectors from the U. S.S.R. and 
from other countries of the Soviet 
bloc. 

Para. 9. " ‘One recently reported 
assassination technique is to e1ectro- _ 

cute an individual by luring him to 
use a telephone, connected to a 
high-voltage wire, during a thunder- 
storm. .
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These paragraphs are accurate 
and are verbatim quotes from page 
5, paragraph 4, of the October 1961 
report, with the exception of para- 
graph 7, sentence l, wherein the 
authors, after the word KGB, 
omitted the words "and the GRU" 
in the article. In addition, the 
authors used» the word "endeavor" 
in the plural whereas in the October 
1961 report, the word was used in 
the singular. -

G 

Experts believe the deletion 
of the phrase "and the GRU" and - 

the plural use of the word "endeavor' 
was a deliberate attempt by the 
authors or their briefer to focus 
attention on the KGB which tends 
to distort the docurnent. 
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Paragraphs of Article 

Para. 10. " ‘Another involves 
the use of a pistol which projects 
a pOisOn gas in liquid or com- 
pressed form. The gas is fatal 
within seconds and an autopsy 
would not reveal its use. Non- 
traceable poisons have been 
reported which do not take effect 
until several hours after being 
administered, thus allowing an 
assassin to be far from the 
scene when his victirn dies. 

Para. ll. " ‘A knowledgeable 
source has described a pneu- 
matically operated poison ice 
'atomizer' which leaves no 
wound or other evidence of 
the cause of death. ' 
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Para-graPhs of Article vi?" Comments 

Para. 12. "Congressional investi- There is no comment on this ‘ 

gators, who have asked that the name paragraph other than to state that 
of their committee be withheld for the Warren Commission was furnished security reasons, report that CIA a complete report on 28 February 1964, Director John McCone made no as mentioned previously. There was mention of this explosive document no reason for the DCI to bring the 
in his secret testimony before the matter up unless specifically questioned Warren Commission. ' since the Agency had furnished the 

report. ' 

-_-----—---------___--.-.--._--.-----__-----_--_--_----.--_--_-_--_-_-~-—--_—-—- 

Para. 13. "While McCone furnished . This paragraph is accurate with the commission with the CIA's secret the exception of the lastvphrase. »As 
surveillancereports on Lee Harvey stated above, the Warren Commission Oswald's eight days in Mexico City was furnished a complete report on before the assassination, including 2.8 February 1964 concerning Soviet 
details of Oswald's contact with the policies and methods. head KGB agent in the Soviet embassy ' 

there, the CIA chief gave no hint of 
the Kremlin's assassination policy. 

.-.-._.----.--.---_----_-----_--.-Q--...--.-_---_-__-----_--_----.----_---------------_-c- 

Para. 14. "Other U. S. intelligence " This paragraph is inaccurate and experts, very dubious of Russia's 1 merely reflects an erroneous inference co-existence line, stress that the C by the authors. The Warren Commission Warren Commission's findings, might had all the deductive facts needed.
_ have been different if this CIA esti- ' 

mate and other docunients suppressed 
by the State Department had been 
available for study. 
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Paragraphs of Article Comments 

Para. 15. "They point out that the The accuracy of this statement 
_ 

State Department suppressed evi- is not known. It appears to be an 
dence linking Oswald with one of its unfair inference since experts advise 
employees who, according to secur— Department of State officials complied 
ity files, ‘presented strong pro- strictly with Departmental regulations 
Soviet views onevery question that in their dealing with Oswald. 
came up in the Department's U.S.S.R. Q 

country committee‘ while he was a 
member. 

Para. 16. "This State Department _ The accuracy of this paragraph 
official's name also appeared in the is not known. ' 

address book of a suspected Soviet 
agent who arrived in the U. S. in 
1943, according to govermnent files. 

-_-__---_---------------_----__------------_-----.---__—------------------- 

Para. 17. "Congressiona1 investi- No commentvon these paragraphs. 
gators also have been shocked to OGC is not aware of any contacts by 
discover that the CIA's assassina- A Congressional probers with the Agency. 
tion doculnents was never shown by DDP documents are not disseminated l 

administration officials to Speaker by them to members of Congress. S 

John McCormack (Mass. ), next in
. 

line to succeed President Johnson. " 

Para. 18. While FBI officials warned 
Speaker McCormack, a dedicated anti- 
Communist, that he is on the list of 
Western officials feared by the Krem- 
lin, no CIA authority has shown the 
No. 2 man in govermnent the CIA 
r.eport'listing these secret Soviet 
assassination methods. 
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Paragraphs of Article 

Para. 19. "Instead, McCormack 
learned about the report only 
recently from congressional probers 
who are trying to determine why the 
document has been suppressed. 

Para. 20. "The investigators also are 
trying to determine why the CIA in its 
pre-assassination report to the State

A Departrnent on Oswald's trip to Mexico 
City gave details only of the defector's' 
visit to the Russian Embassy and not 
the Cuban Embassy. The CIA did not 
report the latter visit until after 
Kennedy's assassination in Dallas. " 

-7- 

Comments 

Experts consider this paragraph 
to be very important since it indi- 
cates how well informedpthe authors 
were when writing subject article.‘

. 

The paragraph is accurate. How- 
ever, the authors infer in the last 
sentence that the CIA knew of 
Oswald's contact with the Cuban 
Embassy before the assassination 
of President Kennedy. This in- 
ference is not true. It was known 
before the assassination that an 
American had visited the Cuban 
Embassy; however, the identity 
of this individual was not known 
until 25 November 1964, three 
days after the assassination, that 
Oswald was the individual in 
question.
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1. ArepartbyB.abart8.Aflc:§andPaul8co1twas bu Vi:-1nia8un Z2Qct&e:1964 - 

V published lathe Hort a ua ’

. 

» 
’ entitled "Sec:-at Repm-t Waist Wraps" (see Attachment A)‘. 

The report contains two element: ca! significance: 

. 

_, 
an Allen and Scofi allege that CIA withheld‘ irmaé 

' 

- » the Warren Cmumlataa aggniflcant hzfamaatiua on 
-* fimriet fiecwky atganlmtiaa and capability to 

pa-farm uaauimtiaa Specifically it cites 
' 

by title and quatmttan an "estimate" praducad by am, 
7 

' 

- 

‘ *8wIct~ Strategic Emeamiva Actioafi. 
V ‘ 

b. TM cdntfilxti fii thablkn and 8cut8 “R.-Dirt I .~ 

ravcah knuviaclgi of maaiaéunitlvo-. thanghcxatecl.-' * -

V 

4 
1 W" 61A flnlaheé eountarlntsfllgcnce research and wa_z-3-eats

_ 

- vigorous fallow-up by the Security Gummtttae at 218%. 
A » 3. ‘Ila allegations tah-‘C withheld any from 

the Ware: Communism rangarélng Swim: iatelligeuco eipabilitiaa 
to conduct aaaauimtlan -abrcasl £1 false. A dcmllod nmfly was 

- 

V 

- submitted to the Gommisuioa by Gléeon Z8 Feb:-wry 1964. The 

swg as We -9&1 
~y'_ . ._ .|. ,.~.,-,¢,-r-~.»-»—~ -n ‘ 

ru» :1‘ ‘V-.' ._'.~‘;_1 A. _. - _ ._. .1 - 
11" ti. ._ 

' " --- *
» 

_ e‘ 
29/, £22‘/,1‘/‘Z "*7" 1 "“¢= ><f\/\2~2;2¢@5 cscnpv
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@
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report was entitled "Soviet Use at Anauhmtion and Kidnapping", was elated 17 February 1964. Z6 pages in length (sea Attachment B). This repeat is -a balanced; comprehcnatve, up-dated survey: it 
replaced and amplified an. Qctebfir 1961 atudy ~ thin was not an » 

"ultimate" ~ entitled "Soviet 8trateg!c Executive Action ( A Pre- 
lhninary Qurvey)", 13 pages. ’ 

Thu Betober 1961 publicatiaa was dlatributod ta the 
intelligence cummunity on a vary limited basis an G861-3/768, Q41 
(see Aiifiwhmant C). The GIA covering memo clearly pointed out 
the interim nature of the study. Dhtrflmtinn was an follnvwa: 
FBI - iaur capies, AG at’ 3, I (Army) - eight, Office of Seem‘-ity 
(D-apartment of Stats) - one, INR (Department of State) - six‘. 

_

A 

ON1 - three, NSA - twin. Ofi - three", AG oi 8,1 (USAF) - three, - 

AE6 - ma. One copy a£thap\i;licattanwac_iant.tothe White 
Hbuae for General Taylor who Md prewiaualy expressed an 
inte1'e8fi.in-‘fiuviet pramilitary argaalzatinn. The Agency 
refused tn permit the dissemination abroad of the itudy in ita- 
original for-mat. A request by the <35! early in 1962 was denied. 
The 1961 study was claanified Sac:-etlflo Fa:-eign Disaem/No 
Disaam AbroadlLhnite?d and Background Use Only. . 

3. The quatatinns whiei: appeared inthe Alhnazfl Smtt 
rapm-t. with one aigniiicam -fmellfptian, are an accurate version 
of paragraph 4 of the H51 study. The arigtml version af paragraph 4 
refers to !'~K£3B and they GRU". In the Allan am! Scott version the 
phrase "and the GRU" is omitted. '1'-his deletion tends to cencamrate 
attentian on the KGB alum the:-eiare is an ewtflmmm topuféaentatimm 
oi the 1961 paper. There is no doubt that the 1951 61' pea-tiona

_ 

thereaf, were leaked to Allan» and Scutt. It iimoat prnbible 
the mm-ca oithe leak is among the crigilil-1 recipientn of the 1961 
study. The Warren fiommiaaibn did net know the -muse»: ofthe 
1%: publication. 0 

4. The last paragraph esf the Allen and Scott rape:-t ctmtaizts 
another referenee which may nerve to narraw the possibility oi the 
source ai the leakage. Inthat paragraph Scott am! Allan allege that 

-2.- 

.‘ 4 v.» -_--- - -1*.-r '\“':'r:“T'"H' ' "“"‘ """"'“‘- ""7'T‘ -'“"‘7' W17‘ 
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Cm pwavided information on Oswaldw contact with the Cuban 
Embassy in Mexico afier the assassination when-ea: its pra- 
asaaaalnatian report hem! stgmflad only Oswald‘: contact with 
the Soviets invhiaxico City. Tbs Scott and Allen write-up 
suggests that CIA withheld Thin was, of course, 
untrue. The fact is that tninrmattoia regarding Oswald's ccmtact 
with the Gubans was developed after the assaaainatton. tlmre 
waa nu hard lnim-mation that linked Oswald by name with the 
Gubai-as before 22 November. The GIA diaaamhntlan an 
10 Qetobar 1963 on Oswald‘: cdntact with the Saviata want to 
the State Department, ONI, FBI and 18v.N8. Althaugh Allen 
and Scat: are an-anaaua inthair impuationa, they are can-eat 
with respect ta their facts about 62A reepax-ting rogatding 9581116 
and Cubans in Menzies-68:9. The two repartera were, ubvioualy, 
izfiarmed by someone wha was knawledgaable 

Attitkmenta - a/5 

as new 
'3' 

.. 1 

Raymané G. ‘Rascal: 
6'-hiei, CI/R&A 

10/, 2 5"/J1‘/Y
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' SOVIET STRATEGIC EXECUTIVE AC TION 

‘ ' 

' 

Y (A Preliminary Survey) - 

i ' 

Foreword: A report that Soviet-trained saboteurs were stationed 

"in critical areas" as of April 1961 and had received 

their assignments, has given impetus to theimmediate 

publication of this preliminary survey of information, 

together with some tentative conclusions, on Soviet 

strategic sabotage and other forms of "executive 

action" (i.e. political action, assassination, kidnapping). 

This survey is based on fragmentary evidence from . 

several sources‘, some of them occupying positions 

which offer only peripheral access to data on the subject. 

Although certain historical details are included for‘ ~ 

background purposes, the emphasis of the survey is 

on current aspects of Soviet strategic executive action. 
’ r 

Portions of the survey have not previously been 

g 
disseminated to the addressees. i 

Mm ~,mb,9\3;9_2.?;s 
for FOIA Review on JUL 1975 
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I. Introduction
A 

1. The two Soviet intelligence services -- the Committee for 
State Security (Komitet Cosudarstvennoy pBezopastnosti: KGB) 
attached to the USSR Council of Ministers and the Chief Intelligence 

Directorate (Glavnoze Ra-zvedyvatelnoy_e Upravleniye: GRU) of the 

General Staff, Soviet Ministry of Defense -- uniertake peacetime 
and wartime sabotage missions, political action, assassinations 

and kidnappings in response to requirements levied by the Central 

Committeepof the Communist Party of the Soviet Union and by the 

Soviet Mirxistry of Defense. They perform these "strategic 

executive action" tasks in addition to their better known function 

of conducting espionage. The long-standing Soviet capability for 

strategic executive action is not limited to the clandestine and 

paramilitary facilities of the KGB and GRU, for in the absence 
of such assets the KGB and GRU can transfer particular assign- 

ments to the Satellite countries in accordance with a directive 

relating to collaboration between the two Soviet services and the 

Satellite intelligence services.(1) According to one source, Soviet . 

wartime executive action missions are designated as being in the 
. .1 ‘ _~v 

_ . _~ .- :.: ‘~,-‘.,.=._--.-- 

so-ca.1__l_e_ld "Letter'A'" ¢a"|:é'§i5£§, peacetime missions in the "Letter B" 
=-_t ,: 

_ i 

-> .-_"_" ,.,, ' ' 
1 ." 

. .1- "~.4.“- '~.": 

category. 

. Q - - - - 
_ » Wu. -- - - _ _ _ - C w' _ ‘ I‘ : 

_ 

‘ --: I n “ v 5 v U ‘ I I ' U ~ _ -;;“"__.::"~ -:10-I 
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II. Participants 

Z. Responsibility for executive action by the KGB rests with 

a single component of the First (Foreign) Directorate. 
_ 

Within the 

GRU, however, the arrangement is somewhat different in that one 

dir'ectorate(2) coordinates the strategic executive action carried 

out by other GRU elements, namely, the threearea directorates 

(Anglo-4American, European, and Eastern Directorates) and the 

Illegals Directorate.(3) Also, as noted in Paragraph 7iibelow,‘ this 

GRU directorate for strategic executive action has a role in the 

training and allocation of Soviet paramilitary forces to be fused‘ in 

wartime. From another" standpoint, too, the mission of the GRU 
directorate is broader than that of the KGB executive action 

component: It assists the Soviet General Staff in the selection of 

enemy targets which must be destroyed and in the determination 

of whether these targets are to be destroyed by the clandestine » 

assets of the GRU, in other words by sabotage, or by more 
conventional military means.(4) Whereas KGB executive action 

is believed to be under the direct supervision of the CPSU Central 

Committee, the GRU's work along the same lines is controlled 

through two intermediaries between the GRU directorate and the 

Central-Committee, in that propaganda and allied activities require 

prior concurrence on the part of a special department(5) of the 
'- 

4:1.’ 

tq qr‘ A n ., QQ.41"i-I I n. I p- __ ‘_ _..— -.» nu-._~_ -.-...._ ...._/ , 
V

. - ~Q'4v'fl .., _ . ~vr _:-.-» -_@ : 1/ 
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Chief Political Directorate, Ministry of Defense, the CPSU arm 
within the-Soviet Armed Forces, while the rest of the GRU's 
executive action tasks are fulfilled on orders from the First 

(Operational) Directorate of the General Staff.(6) 

Ill. Specific Missions 

3. There is a fairly solid evidence that the KGB and GRU .- 

currently perform political action missions. In -several "low-level" 

cases, the KGB has used agents to plant articles in pro-Western
J 

or neutralist publications. Such articles are not necessarily pro- 

Soviet in tone, but are designed to further Soviet interests in some 
fashion. On a higher level, it has been reported that in June 1960, 

two senior KGB officers travelled to East Berlin to assist in the 

organization of a program of "aid" for Cuba. A satellite intelligence 

official resident in East Berlin also assisted in the formulation of 

this program, designed to prepare the Castro regime to resist an 

"American invasion" of Cuba. Arms, supplies and military - 

intelligence experts were to be made available to the Cubans. 

Shortly after the KGB delegation left Berlin, a Cuban group arrived 

there ostensibly to discuss "economic matters." A.n unidentified 

Cuban intelligence official is reported to have been among this group.
4 

Actual shipment of arms and ammunition to Cuba and to Southeast 

_A_.sia insurrectionists has been accomplished through overt channels. 

. _q --. — v "5! .._ ._- _v --_ __ - .. - "IIIi‘>,---- _... -. .. ,,_ U . Q ‘ . ./ ' 1. '-‘.~ - V _ ; n C ._.
> 
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Non}-traceable poisons have been reported which do not take effect 
‘ until several hours after being administered thus allowing an assas sin 
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leave__s___no wound or other evidence of the cause of death. ~ 
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5. More substantial information -is available on the role of the 

KGB and GRU in sabotage operations. Initially, they gather informa- 

tion on the targets of strategic ‘sabotage, paying particular attention 

to the vulnerabilities of enemy defenses, defense industries, and 

railway and other transport action complexes". In this context, one

Z ui _ ma ‘ ‘ ‘ - " -:*:' ;~":'--: 0» :I_,,/'9-I‘ I- --‘=- -- =' 
. ~‘. V “i;;". 
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source has stated, agents are ordered to submit "reports, docu- 

ments, maps, sketches, drawings, and descriptions" pertaining to 

strategic sabotage targets. Planning the destruction of strategic 

objectives on a world-wide basis and city by city is a continuing 

process. (Washington, New York City, and West Berlin were 
recently cited as examples of cities for which the Soviets had "long 

ago" drawn up sabotage plans; details of the plans are not known)’. 
. 

.y 

-For the GRU directorate for strategic executive action the procedure 
._v_ 

. ‘_ 
1-. 

apparently is to recommend to the Operational Directoratetofithe 

General Staff what sabotage and other destructive tasks sho'uld be 

imposed regarding each country. Presumably a. similar procedure 
is followed by the KGB with respect to the CPSU Central Committee, 
in which is vested the ultimate authority for ordering KGB_asv well 
as GRU sabotage operations. Mass poisoning of water reservoirs, 

bacteriological warfare, and mass infection with typhus -- using 

bacteria supplied by the Chemical Directorate. of the Ministry of 

Defense -- have been mentioned as representing one type of 

clandestine destructive technique available to the GRU. One source 

has offered two hypothetical examples of clandestine sabotage: first, 

an illegal could be given instructions to blow up a tunnel, together 

with precise directions on how to do so; second, a legal residency 

could be ordered to have a Communist Party member in the West 

- __- in-. n .1...... I) - ~- U U ‘ " ‘I Uvv - .‘...: I I - - v- -_--av 1 4/ vl‘}v=:v-1.3‘- - 
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destroy the plant in which he is working. The first determination 
to be made by Soviet authorities, however, is whether to ‘sabotage 

the target prior to the outbreak of hostilities, "to sabotage the target- 

during wartime at the outsetof-war, or to employ conventional 

military weapons against the target. To date only one source has 
l 

been able to provide any indication of the degree 5'4/i1i¢n the 

Ministry of Defense now relies upon sabotage. According to this 

source, whose knowledgeability of theisubject is open to some
_ 

question, "out of 100 targets" selected three targetsiwill be destroyed 

by agents and illegals, while 97 will be destroyed by fire -- by 
missiles, by the Air Force, or, if the coastline is long, by the Navy.

g 

There" are a million alternatives." It would seem that the considera- 

_ tions in deciding upon sabotage as a means of destruction are the
_ 

importance of the target as" a threat to Soviet interests, the vul- 

nerability of the target to sabotage, the accessibility of a clandestine 

asset to the target, the availability of destructive means to that asset, 

and in peacetime the non-attributabilit-y of the sabotage operation to 

the Soviet Union. A 

IV. Paramilitary Training and Operations 

_ 6. During the one year that he was Chief of the GRU; beginning 

in October 1956, Colonel General Sergey Matveyevich SHTEMENKO 
established a sabotage-diversionist school near Tula or Tambov with an 

/~— - . .,_ ‘ __ -_ ,._ -. _ - -- ‘ ' 
Q n IQ

. 
van .‘ , v Q -v .. I I U ' wt r:uu' u- .. _ _.' ~- - _.-_ .\ 

. y 
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enrollment of 200 "specialists" (by ‘inference, paramilitary troops) 

who would eventually be assigned to sabotage-diversionist groups. 

The school was created on SHTEMENKO's own initiative, although 

with the concurrence of Marshal ZHUKOV, then Minister of Defense, 

but without the knowledge of KI-IRUSHCHEV. Later, fearing that 

ZHUKOV planned to use these specialists against him, Kl-IRUSHCHEV 
had ZHUKOV retired from active duty and SHTEMENKO demoted to 
the position of Deputy Commander of a military district. Officially 

SHTEMENKO was censured by the political apparatus for having 

conspired with ZHUKOV to establish the school without the per- 

mission of the Central Committee. 

7. At the time of its formation the school reportedly was closely 

affiliated with, if not subordinate to, the GRU Operations Directorate 

(See Footnote 6). Despite SHTEMENKO's ouster, the school has 

continued to operate and is now believed to-be under the subordina- 

tion of the GRU directorate for strategic executive action, which 

participates in the allocation of its graduates to units in the field. 

These graduates are assigned to "stay-behind" sabotage groups 

located in the Satellite countries as well as the USSR, presumably 

in readiness to be dispatched on sabotage and diversionist tasks in 

support of the operations of wartime Soviet military fronts. (7) 

Transfer of the subordination of the school for saboteurs-diver- " 

-sionists to the GRU directorate for strategic executive action, 

~ " J" -:'0-0 i w V 
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_9_ 
and perhaps also their subordination in the field to this directorate, 

may reflect an amendment in Soviet military doctrine. Executive 

action by paramilitary forces, then, may no longer be considered 

as having tactical application and instead could now be considered
V 

in effect one of the strategic implements available to the Operational 

Directorate of the General Staff; 

V. Other Training
. 

8. Lectures on the establishment and training of clandestine 

assets for executive action are included on the curriculum of the 

GRU's Military-Diplomatic Academy, reportedly the only strategic 

school ofthe Soviet intelligence services in recent years. (Strategic 

intelligence officers specializing in various procurement techniques 

are believed, however, to undergo training at KGB and possibly 

other GRU installations). The KGB as well as the GRU benefits 

from this orientation, since some graduates of the academy are 
assigned to KGB positions (several years ago up to one-half of the 

students annually left the academy to join the KGB, but according 

to onerecent estimate, only about Z0 to 30 per cent of the graduates 

now enter the KGB). It is not known what other facilities for 

executive, action training the KGB may have, nor is it known whether 

the GRU conducts other training for its clandestine assets beyond 
that given to illegals. Before their dispatch to the West, one 

. » /‘ * AI- Qt ‘~~ A»---- '-'7 n, up .n Q- _ .. -0 -__ w- 7.-U» _~-— .'_‘_-- -_---‘Y u 
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source has reported, illegals receive instruction in sabotage that 

is tailored to the particular countries to which they are being assigned 

FOOTNOTES 
" ' 

(1) The CPSU Central Committee, moreover, can call upon l 

Satellite and Western Communist Parties to fulfill clandestine r 

political action tasks. 

(Z) There is some evidence to suggest that the title of this"GRU 
unit is the Fifth Directorate (Pyatoye Upravleniye) and that 

its Chief is Lieutenant General ,Mikhail Andreyevich KOCHETKOV 
One source has reported that a "Directorate for Weapons“ (or 

Means) of Mass Destruction" was on the GRU Headquarters 
table of organization in 1958. It is now thought that this is more 
accurately a description of one of the functional elements‘ of the 

"Fifth Directorate" than it is the designation of this directorate. 
-The directorate is believed to be the latter-day successor to the 

. Special Missions Department (Otdel Osobykh Zadaniy) which in 

1953 was said to be independent of, but co-equal to, the GRU 
Headquarters directorates... From at least 1936, the state 

security service (now the KGB) has had an executive action 

7, .4 
_ // \ /_ _____

_ 
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component in its Foreign Directorate. During World War II, 
it" carried out sabotage, assassination and other terrorist 

missions behind enemy lines. In the summer of 1952, as 
"Special Bureau # 1", it was directed to concentrate on sabotage 

preparation and other activities involving violence. After the 

death of Stalin in March 1953, the Special Bureau curtailed its 

activity for a while but by September of that year it hadbeen 
reactivated and reorganized as the "Ninth Department" of the 

Foreign Directorate. The current designation of the KGB» 
component for executive action is not known but it is certain 

that such a c.omponent still exists. 

\ . 

The GRU area directorates, like their counterparts in the KGB, 

QI . . — 1'4 _ _ v “ _ Q v - ‘-3- s I I O‘ -v ,,~» -v I A we -- .--. --=—-/ 

conduct operations abroad through so-called "legal!' residencies. 

A legal residency is composed of Soviet intelligence service 

staff personnel stationed abroad as overt representatives of the 

Soviet Union, such as military attaches, TASS correspondents, 

members of trade missions, diplomats, etc. An "illegal" 
residency likewise is composed of staff personnel fromthe 
Soviet intelligence services, but its members reside in the 

West semi-permanently while posing, and documented, as 
non-Soviets; illegals are ultimately subordinate to the Illegals 

Directorate of the GRU or the Illegals Directorate of the
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KGB First Directorate . 

(4) Another, and possibly not the only other, task of this GRU 
directorate is to coordinate the GRU's collection of informa- 

tion on enemy terrain and on localities which might be used 

as bridgeheads for large seaborne landings, as dead zones 

for paramilitary forces, and as reception areas for airborne 

troops. This information, collected by GRU residencies 

abroad as part of their annual’ procurement assignments, is 1
. 

collated by the directorate and then forwarded to the Opera- 

tional Directorate of the General Staff (See Footnote 6).~ 

Conceivably this GRU directorate assures that provision is 

made for clandestine support, such as activating light signals . 

and discharging flares, in landing areas.- 
\

' 

(5) This is apparently the unit reported in 1959 as the "Depart- 

ment for Work Among the Armed Forces of the Enemy". 
Members of this department studied enemy morale and 

weaknesses for exploitation in wartime, and they occasionally 

lectured to Soviet troops on enemy morale. - 

(6) The Operational Directorate of the General Staff should" not 

be confused with the Operations (Transborder) Directorate 

(Operativnoye Upravlenite) of the GRU. The latter directorate, 
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formerly headed by KOCHETKOV (See'Footnote 2), at one 

time was in charge of the training and deployment of sabotage 

and diversionist assets, paramilitary and clandestine, which 
were to be used in support of wartime operations military . 

\ fronts and lower military echelons; I 

(7) It seems possible that these sabotage groups, or paramilitary 

forces, would be dispatched with false documentation as ~ 

Westerners, when circumstances call for behind-the-lines 

sabotage on a comparatively massive scale.
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