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- Intelligence Information Cable 5 ce"501 oF 005 :
FURTHER DISSEMINATION AND USE -OF THIS INFORMATION SUBJECT TO i C
CONTROLS STATED AT BEGINNING AND END OF REPORT, ~ .1, t
STATE/INR JCS/MC(DIA) CIA/NMCC ‘
SWS NSA TREAS SO0 - , >
| (HARD COPIES 703 NSC/S NFAC WHSITRM OCR), | .
- DIRECTORATE OF N o Ty DO o R R e L 0y 3!
THIS 1S AN INFORMATION REPORT, __N_O_'[_ EINALLY EVALUATED INTELLIGENCE ! i
REPORT CLASS 8 E C R E T WNINTEL NOFORN | I (b)3)
4 1
W CITE | P b)(3
0IST 30 DEC 81 ' Y (iX )
COUNTRY: EL SALVADOR .
SUBJECT: INSURGENT'S CLAIM OF LACK OF SUCCESS OF EARLY 2 |
e : 1
DECEMBER MILITARY SWEEP OPERATION IN MORAZAN D
DEPARTMENT: REESTABLISHMENT OF PEOPLE'S REVOLUTIONARY g
ARMY . (ERP) BASE AREAS IN MORAZAN FOLLOWING MILITARY J
} : .
SWEEP OPERATION, . D
(ool | ) | .‘ (st)
'SOURCE ¢ SEE BELOW. . . : ' 2
< Eoy1)
(b)3)
o
)
L(b)(1)
b)(3)
. . ’ J ‘

THE EARLY DECEMBER SALVADORAN MILITARY SWEEP OPERATION IN -
WORAZAY DEPARTMENT HAD LITTLE EFFECT ON THE OISPOSITION AND J N
OPERATIONS OF THE PEOPLE'S REVOLUTIONARY ARMY (ERP), WHICH IS 5 ‘
THE' GUESRILLA GROUPS THAT IS DOMINANT IN VORAZAN DEPARTMENT.
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WARNING MOTICE . PAGE 002 OF 005
INTELLIGENCE SOURCES AND METHODS [MVOLVED

. ) OMN SUBJECT TO
FURTHER DISSEMINATION AMD USE OF THIS INFORMATI
CONTROLS STATED AT BEGIMMING AND END OF REPORT

THE ERP HAD SEVERAL WEEXS'

ADVANCE WARNING THAT THE SALVADORAN ARMED FORCES PLANNED A
SWEEP OPERATION IN MOQRAZAHN NEPARTMENT TO ATTEMFT TO0 CESTROY

THE CLANODESTINE RADIU STATIOM, "RAé{O VENCEREMOS," THUS, WHEN
THE ENCIRCLEMEMT OPERATION BEGAN, THE ERP HAD ALREADY DEVELOPED
ROUTES OF ESCAPE, HAD CACHED THE "RADIOQ VENCEREMNS® EQUIPMENT,

AND WERE ARLE TO EASILY ESCAPE THE ENCIRCLEMENT,

3 THERE WERE FOUR TRANSMITTING

SITES FOR "RADIO VENCEREMOS™ WHICH #ERE DISMANTLED AND THE
RADIO EQUIPMENT HIDDEN PRIOR TO THE “{LITARY SWEEP OPERATIONM,

THE RADID DISCQVERED BY THE SALVADORAM MILITARY WNHICH WAS

* SAID TO BE “RADIO VENCEREMOS™ WAS ONLY A SHORTAAVE TRANSCEIVER

USED FOR COMMUNICATIONS WITH OTHER hUERPILLA UNITS AND NOT
PURLIC RRNADCASTS, F?LLOWING THE MILITARY WITHDRAWAL FRQO™
THEERP AREAS OF CONTROL, THE “RADIO VENCEREMOS" EQUIPMENT
#AS RETRIEVED, AND THE CLANDESTINE RADIO WAS RETURNED TO

"FULL OPERATION, ( COMMENT: "RADIN VENCEREWNS"™ WAS BACK

ON THE AIR AT LEAST BRIEFLY BY LATE DECEMBER,)

" THE ERP AS WELL

AS .THE OTHER GUERRILLA GROUPS CURRENTLY HAD LOW AEAPUNS

INVENTORIES AND TMAT ONE REASON THAT THE ERP AVOIDED

"CONFRONTING MILITARY UNITS WAS THE LACK OF SUFFICIENT FIREARMS,

MOME THELESS, | ERP UNITS DID MOUNT

SUCCESSFUL AMBUSH OPERATIONS AGAIMST THE MILITARY UNITS AND
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' é . WARMNING MOTICE
¥ INTELLIGENCE SOURCES AND METHODS INVOLVED

FURTHER DISSEMIMATION AND USE. OF THIS INFORMATION SUBJECT TO

CONTROLS STATED AT SEGIMMING AND END OF REPORT

WERE. ABLE TO CAPTURE ONE RECOILLESS RIFLE AND-A "QO'MM CANNOM "
THE ERP UNITS ALSO NOTED THAT THE MTLITARY TROOPS APPEARED TO
HAVE A LON MORALE AND WERE AFRAID TO PRESS‘ FORWARD RAPINLY

| |comsenT:

I THEIR ADVANCE TONARD ERP STRONGHOLDS,

THE ERP HAS A
LARGE AMOUNRT OF ARMS AND AMMUNITION .CACHED IN THE SAN SALVADOR

p— L C e e e e e AN AV Y
e e e s e T MWD LD Rt i haitd

PAGE OOi ZF ;;; D)

AREA THAT COULD BE SHIPPED TGO FIELD UNITS IF NE.EDED.' ‘

\ | OPERATICONAL REPORTS FROM UNITS IN MORAZAN HAVE NOT

MENTIONED A NEED FOR ARMS OR AMMUNITION,)

S.

6, ON 23 DECEMBER 1981,

THE DISPOSITION OF THE ERP IN MORAZAN WAS THE SAVE NOW

AS PRIOR TO THE MILITARY OFFENSTVE, WITH THE SAME CAMPS
REOCCUPIED AND CONTROL REGAINED OVER THE SAME BASE AREAS,
THE ERP WAS ABLE TO ELUDE THE MILITARY ENCIRLCEMENT BECAUSE
THE GUERRILLAS KNEW OF THE ATTACK PLAN TNO AND A HALF WEEKS
PRIOR 10 THE START OF THE MILITARY SWEEP OPERATION, THE ERP
RELIEVES THAT THE MILITARY WILL INITIATE ANOTHER SWEEP

OPERATLON IM MORAZAN OEPARTMENT IN THE NEAR FUTURE BECAUSE OF
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JARMING NOTICE
INTELLIGENCE SOURCES AND- METHGDS INVPLVED

; ' ' N SUBJECT TO
FURTHER DISSEMINATION AND USE OF THIS INFORMATION SU .
CONTROLS STATED AT BEGINNING AND END OF REPORT

THE LACK OF SUCCESS IN THE EARLY DECEMBER OPERATION, MEANWHILE,

| THE EPP 1S CONCENTRATING ON EXPANDING

I1T7S AREAS OF QPERATION AND CONTROL IN USULUTAN DEPARTMENT,)

i

8, IN MID=-DECEMBER 1981, M1D-LEVEL MILITARY OFFICERS WHO

PARTICIPATED AS FIELD COMMANDERS IN THE MORAZAM SWEEP OPERATTION
DESCRIBED THE OPERATION AS INCONCLUSIVE, THE OFFICERS SAID
THAT MILITARY UNITS HAD ALMOST NO DIRECT CONFRONTATIONS WITH
GUERRILLA UNITS., HOWEVER, THE GUERRILLAS CONSTANTLY AMBUSHED
MILITARY UNITS, EFFECTIVELY BOGGING DOWN THE ENCIRCLEMENT
AT CERTAIN POINTS AND ALLOWING THE GUERRILLAS TO ESCAPE.
THE‘AHBUSH TAéTIC HAD A GREATLY NEGATIVE IMPAC+ ON THE TROOP
'MORALE, ONE OFFICER SATD THAT WIS PERSONNEL PANTCKED
WHENEVER THEY RECEIVEC FIRE AND WOULD RETURN FIRE BLINDLY
WITH NO FIRE DISCIPLINE, FIELD OFFICERS BELIEVE THAT THE
GUEPRILLAS HAD ADVANCE NOTICE ABOUT THE OPERATION ALTHOUGH
CAHPS DISCOVERED 8Y MILITARY UNITS APPEARED TO WAVE BEEN
HASTILY ABANDONED LEAVING BEMINO SMALL QUANTITIES OF FOOD,
MEDICINE AND OTHER MATERTALS.
9. (  |comMMENT:
< THAT'THE LACK OF DISCIPLINE AMONG MILITARY RECRUITS IS A MAJOR
. M e L, , , -
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MID=LEVEL MILITARY OFFICERS BELIEVE
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INTELLIGENCE SOURCES ANO METHODS INVOLVED
FURTHER OISSEMINATION AND USE OF THIS IMFORMATION SUBJECT TO
CONTROLS STATED AT BEGINNING AND END OF REPORT
REASON WHY MILITARY SWEEP OPERATIOMS ARE GENERALLY INCONCLUSIVE,
OFFICERS MANY TINES ARE UNABLE T0 GET THEIR UNITS TO ADVANCE
AGAINST ENTRENCHED, WELL-DISIPLINED GUERRILLAS, MID=LEVEL
OFFICER_ BELIE“JE THAT THE SITUATIOM COULD BE REMEDIED BY
INCREASING THE NUMBER OF JUNIOR OFFICERS AND INSTITUTING &

ORAFT TO OBTAIN SOLDIERS FROM OTHER SOCIAL CLASSES.)

10, [ |COMMENT:

*m-w-tw".._....; e v ARV IO ST, .. ey o e e A
sgpﬁg} : ‘IN 7726408
- ' WARNING NOTICE PAGE 005 OF 005

1.

4j :

12. | | DISSEM: E™MBASSY AT SAN SALVADOR, SENT 10

. FEPORT CLASS S E C R E T =WARNING NOTICE = INTELLIGENCE

SOURCES AMD METHODS IMVOLVED = NOT RELEASABLE TO FOREIGN

NATIONALS = \

| |RECORDED REPORTING

Oué.FICER. ALL PORTIONS CARRY CLASSIFICATION AND CONTROLS

! OF OVYERALL DOCUMENT,

| USCINGSO (J=2 ONLY),
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