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ocnvlo; |._E P A 0 Eynluxsrefi or INTERIOR. nave BEEN nun? av THE LOSS 
or FINANCIAL SUPPORTERS BECAUSE or HIS DISMISSAL 0F ARISTIDES 
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DISIP DIREETQR AT THE URDING or A GROuP or NEALTHY BUSINESSMEN BASED 

IN ANIDATESUI STATE. TJESE BUSINESSMEN HAD MADE LARGE CDNTRIBUTIBNS 

To THE 1913 ELECTION CAMPAIGN or PRESIDENT CARL05 ANDRES P E R E E 

Ava HID AGREED To BACK LEPAGE To OBTAIN THE PRESIDENTIAL NDMINATIQN 

CF '~E DENDCRATIG AcTI0N PARTY (ADI IN 1915 AND DLTIMATELY THE 

FEESIDENCYI 

3. AMEN RDDRIGDEZ HAS ARRESTED IN coNNEcTI0N WITH THE KIDNAPPING 

DP THE UNITED STATES 8uINE$SMAN WILLIAM F. NIEHOUS, LEPAGE NARNED 

LAYDER AGAINST HARHING RODRIGUEZ PARTIALLY AS A PROTEcTION FUR LANDERIS 

DAN PGSITIDN. LANDER. HOHEVER, TURNED RoDRIGuEz ovER T0 HUMBERTO 

G I P P u N I. uuo HAS THEN DIsIP'$ DEPUTY DIREcToR. GIPPuNI. IN TURN. 

GRDERED TRAT EODRIGUEi’€E BEATEN. [::::::]COMMENTl FOR AN EARLIER 
Egfigg 

REPORT on RODRIGUE2' DEATH ON 25 JULY 1976 NHILE IN DISIP CUSTODY 
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4. "HEN "IE NEHS OE RODRIGUEZ’ DEATH WAS RECEIVED: LEPAGE HAS 

ANARE THAT SOME ACTIEN AGAINST LANDER wAs NECESSARY: HDNEVER. HE 

PEARED THAT ANY SUCH ACTION HOULD RESULT IN THE LOSS OF THE SUPPORT 
° OF YHE ANIDI-TEGUI GROUP. LEPAGEI THEREFORE. DISCUSSED THIS POSSIBILITY 
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RE-ELECTION IN 1978 AND DID NOT CARE ABOUT THE LOSS OF THIS SUPPORT. 
FURTHERMORE. PEREZ ORDERED LEPAGE TO PREPARE LWNDER'S WRITTEN RESIGNA- 
TION AND HAVE IT READY FOR LANDERIS IMMEDIATE SIGNATURE. 
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6. THE FOUR DISIP OFFICERS ACCUSED or BEATING RODRIGUEZ TO 

DEATH DID NOT. IN FACT. COMMIT THE CRIME. THESE OFFICERS. HOHEVER. 
HAVE AGREED T0 STAND TRIAL AND BE SENTENCED-FOR THE CRIME IN RETURN 
FOR A PAYMENT or as. 25o.auo (APPROXIMATELY u.s. sa.411> T0 EAcH 
OFFICER. THEY HAVE FURTHERMQRE BEEN ASSURED THAT THEY HILL BE RELEASED 
FROM ANY PRISON SENTENCE WITHIN 12 TO 1a MONTHS. 

7. THIS OFFER HAS MADE BY OIFFONI A’ THE DIRECTION or ERASTO 
F E R N A N O E Z. HEAD or ONE or THE SEVERAL EXTRA-OFFICAL PRESI- 
ENTIAL SECURITY AND INVESTIGATIVE UNITSM FERNANDEZ, wH0 AT THAT 
TIME HAS IN CHARGE OF THE INVESTIGATION OF THE NIEHOUS KIDNAPPING. 
HAS ACCESS TO LARGE AMOUNTS OF OFFICIAL FUNDS AND Is SUPPLYING THE 
MONEY FOR THE PAYOFFS. THE IDENTITY or RODRIGUEZ‘ KILLER IS 
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NOT KNOWN, AT Least PART or THE BEATING wuxcn RESULTED IN HIS DEATH 
HAS ADMINISTERED TN A HOUSE HVTHE EL CAFETAL AREA OF CARACAS WHICH 
BELONGS T0 FERNANDEZ. 
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80 COMMENTI L 
PRESIDENT PEREZ IS UNHAPPY WITH FERNANDEZ' HANDLING OF 

THE NIEHOUS/RODRIGUEE AFFAIR. AS A RESULT. FERNANDEZI INFLUENCE wIrH 
THE PRESIENT APPEARS To HAVE CONSIDERABLY DIMINISHED. THE RECENT 
APPOINTMENT OF RETIRED BRIG. GENERAL RAU§ G I M E N E Z GA1N3A, ONE 
OF FERNANDEZ“ CHIEF RIVALS FOR PRESIDENTAIL FAVQR IN THE SECURITY/ 
INTELLIGENCE FIELD, AS LANnER'S REPLACEMENT 15 A SIGNIFICANT SETBAQK 
T0 FERNANDEZ wuo was INSTRUMENTAL IN THE NOMINATION OF LANDER AS 
DIRECTOR or DISIP.) 
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