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EL SALVADOR: Prospects for Negotiations

The guerrillas' assertions that they are wiliing to negotiacte
without yreconditions are aimed at undermining the Jwita's eleciici
strategy and at strengthening leftist unity.

Moderates in the leftist alliance oppose the pro-
tracted war strategy of guerrilla hardliners and believe
that attempts to boycott the elections or to disrupt them
through violence could backfire. They want to break the
military impasse by negotiating a power-sharing arrange-
ment with the government but are hamstrung by the more
radical elements.

Leaders of the largest guerrilla group will not
accept any compromise with the government. To maintain

insurgent unity, however, they are publicl iving lip-
service to the call for negotiations. [:::f:%:]

Both moderates and hardliners expect the junta to
reject negotiations. By pushing talks they hope to sow
discord within the junta and plan to increase accusations
of government intransigence in their continuing efforts

to damage the credibility of the election process.

]

Senior military officers believe that the armed
forces are at least holding their own against the insux-
gents and refuse to allow the left to achieve through
talks what it cannot win on the battlefield. Some civil-
ian leaders, on the other hand, believe that negotiations

would split the insurgents but are unwilling to challenge
the military by pressing. their views. [::::f:::::]
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