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DOCI STATEMENT ASOUT THE WATERGATE CASE

A

May 1573

The foliowing statemant was made by Lieutenant Genaral VYarnon 2. ialiers

during a racent appearance before a Congressional Committee.

On 23 June 1972 1 was ordered by a phone message from my office
to be at the White House at about 1300 with Director Heims. I had
Tunch with Mr. Helms and we went to Mr. Ehrlichman' s off1re at tke
Wiita House. Prosent were Me. Ehrlichrman, v, Haldorsa M oo
and mys=1f. As I recall it, Mr. Haldeman said that tkp :atarg\
1nc1”°nt Was causing troub]n and was being exploited by an 0pposi-
tion. It had b?e. decided at the White Houysa that ! “uu, g0 to
Acting ral Director Gray and tell him that now that tho Fiva :wrfects
viere arrested, fu,cner enquiries into the Mexican aspecbs of this
matter m1ght Jeopardize some of the CIA's covert activities in that
area. An appointment was made for me to see ir. Gray at 1430 that
sama day. 1 want over and told nim that I nad peen directed by top
White House officiaTs to tell him that furthar investircaticrn intn the
fexican aspects ¢f the Watergate episode might Jﬂopardxze some of the
Agencv's covert actions in that area. He said that he understood the
agratient between the FBI and the Agency recarding their sources but
that this w135 2 cemplicated case. g wouid not viciace ine Qgru«ncnt
with CIA regarding sources. On my return to the Agency 1 checked to
see whether there was any danger .in the Agency's covert sources if
the Mexican part of the investigation continued and ascertained that
no one helieved that this was the case. Mo cne had any knowledge of
the plan to bug the Democratic National Coumittee.

e

On June 25 the Counsel to the President John Dean called me and
asked me to come and see him about the matter I had discussed with
Haldeman and Ehrlichman. He said I could check with Ehrlichman and
I did. Pe said I could talk to Dean so I went to Dean's office at
1145 on June 26.

[ informed Dean that I had checked carefully to sas whether
there was any jeopardy to the Agency's sources by a furtker investi-
gation of tha Mavicsr saurces of thic maksan ?*4 Rad Teeed dhases ung
nona,  Lean onen askad wnether ths (I aisht ha
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Watergate episcde without my knowing it. I s d ?ac this was nnt

r ‘!
5 L5
o

by
1

Approved for Release: 2017/01/18 C01430426

416



e

: . 4
) —Approved for Release: 2017/01/18 C01430426z» “”"

e .-

-2-

possible, I knew that the Agency had had no part in the operation
against the Democratic National Committee. I therefore could not
say that further investigation would jecpardize Agency sourcas. 1
felt that someone had buna1bd badly and that the reqpon=1b]e parties
should be fired. He asked whether there was not soma way in wnich
the Agency mignt nave bean involved. I sald that I kad checked with
Director Helms and was convincad it was not. Any attempt teo stifle
this investigation would destroy the effectiveness of tne &gency and
th9~t&m and- LD % ovzys Aiasavelon o otha Prasilenr, would

Trhe foilowing day [ saw Dean azzin in his office at his request.
He again reviewed the Watergate Case saying that some witnesses were
getting scared and were "wabhling™. T s=~id that po matter how scarad
tney got, they could not involve CIA because it was not involved in
the bugging of the Watercate. He then asked if the CIA could not
furnish bail and pay the suspects salaries wnile they were in jail,
using zovert acticn funds Tor fnis raro 1.

I replied that this was out of the questicn. 1t would implicate
the .denry in someth1ng in which it was not implicated. Any such
acticn by {he Agency wouiu Jmply an arder from the ni F““;t tave] and
Teonid o e a party hg; SUCH aCniwt. U wouio p@ a grave-dis-
service to tne Presxdent and the country and wouid dnctrov the CIA's
credibility with the Congress and tie ﬁeoa!e. L would resign rather

than do this and, if ordsrad o0 do {0, 7 0 ould o3 o sz2 faa Prasidens
to expiain the reasons for my refusail. rurrnarrore when the Aaercy
‘r:.\j.”i ;"';ladt' in .L.': U.u 2 W nﬁ(x _\... .A‘J‘L‘.;' < :_s"Ea.) ,.J g U‘“"S1g

Cmmnittees of the Agency in Congress. He was much taken aback by this

ucmﬁme a mortal one. What was now 2 “conventional expiosicn ¢
turned into a multi-megaton explosion”. I 2gain advised him to fire
the responsible parties. ’

and agreed that risks of implicating the CT1A ard FST din this matter
viould be enormous. I said that what was now = pade 0T unpnd epold
1d be
i

Again Dean sent for me on the Z2th of Juce and I saw iim at nis
offica at 1130 that day. Yo crguirs? o ad tearned anytning
more about CIA 1nvo1vnwon; i rmw1z'n 272 Was ro involvement
of the Agency in the bugging of the waiarg ne thzn asked whether
I had any ideas and I said that I had none ,hich could be h elpful.
Perhaps the Cubans who were anti-Castro might have had a hand in it

but the CIA did not.
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Gooouly 5 D veceivad a call vy ix ~ctiag Uivactor of the FBI Gray
saying #that fe could nan sdes Foprbon o ad ©otha Uiniiean
aspects of this tter u”:,;s .n F'd & Tormal letisr from the Director
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I told himthat I could not tell him that further invastigation
would jeopardize the Agency's covert sources. I had checked on this
and it was not so. I had ascerta1n°d that General Cushman had initially
authorized the issuance of some eauipment to Howard Hunt w1th0Jt knowirg
its purpose other than it was, as I understood it, to shut off "leaks"
This was long before the VWatergate bugging. Since then I had cﬂ“ﬁ'u11v
checked and there was no other involvement of any sort by the CIA in the
operat1on against the Waterqa+e N I,saidygggt I felt.that attemntc to

U' or RIS gl oot

L .hj CFOUUT ey ERL oL 2nd heoLal
issue. I gave Gray a list of +he = > iCy had gt i
and- the account of our deaiings with the forner CIA employe ees up to thL
termination of their employment with the Agency long before the. Waternate
episode. ~

I saw Gray again on the 12th of July and gave him one additicnal

memorandum regarding the contact furpishad Hypt | Ve wouizoad tho poteae

refterating the position wi nad tiven o iv’GJJI/ i said :hét I neo tiic

Dean that the best solution would be toc fire those responsible., Grav said

he had made the same recormendats or dnce again we adreed that anytning

*h at might damage the 1meg..uy F81 and CIA would be a grave dis-
ervize to the ?veq-ﬁant and Tna TEnT

In February 1973 ahvrtlv after Dr. Schlesingar becamz Divector I
tc!u him of my conversations with kaejoman Enrlichman and Dean. In
cbruary Dean called Or. Schnle 1nger to see if the Agcncy rou‘d get

c¥ from the FBY the material it kod cont to the Joztics oartoant
conuern1ng our contact witn Hunt. Dr. Schlesinger and I agreed that
this could not be done. I attempted to contact Dean but he was in
Florida. On his return I saw Dean at his oYfice on February 21 and toid
him that we could not &SK Lne FIL Tus oie materiar back. inat woula onty
serve te implicate the CIA and I could not and would not deo it. I had
seen Acting FBI Director Gray that morning and tolid him of Dean's rogusst
and our refusal. He agreed saying that he could not do such a thing

Since that date I have had nc further contact with Dean. Tha absua
represents my recoilection of what occurred and the dates are checked in
my agpointment book.
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