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Mr. Paul C. Velte, Jx, 
Vanaging Pircctar 

i Afr Anierica, fnc, 

Dear Paul, 

nks and d m i r a t b n  
t o  your aircrews that made possiblo the  lrirborne %Miltration 
of Lao irregular forces Jeep into enemy territory Wrth of 
tho P la in  of Jars an 20 August. Flying a t  night e#er e n w -  
controlled territory in less-than-favorable conditions, two 
S- 5RT helicopters successfuUy inserted a small "pathfinder" 
team that acted as a reception party for airborne troops who 
were later pcr~achuted . 

There were several factors that  made thfs difficult 
mission even wore hazardous. During the helfcaptsr f n f i l -  
tratian the load S-58T pi3et experienced problem# w i t h  his 
1anR range navigational system, but continued the mission 
u n t f l  the systen could'he restored. On the return f l i g h t  
the seeand helicopter lost its autonmtic stabilization 
system and q t i f i c a l  horizon iartruaent, larking flight 
under the prevailing i n s t r u m t  conditions sxtrenely 
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i I would l i k e  t o  express my sincere 
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I dangerous, 1 ,  

Without extremely well-qualified and professional 
aivcrews this rafrsion could not have been rccmplished. 
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The positive ettitttda and dsdicsltfan af these crews t o  
their assigned missions continue t o  bs the  halfrmrk of 
our operations in Southeast A s i a .  

who made thfr aissia 
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Please extend 8ay.rlncere appreciation t o  the crews 

: ,. .. , William E. Nelson 
-_  L 
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TO: F!r. Paul C. Velte, Jr. 

ni s tr ibut ion:  
@ r i g .  - Addressee 

2 - C/FE 

1 - FG/TBL 
d- SA/I)DS - Mr. Kane 

1 - lW/TRL/L 
1 - PE/TRL/LOC 
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