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[FBIS TRANSCRIBED TEXT] AUSTRALIAN ATTORNEY GENERAL LOBBIES
USA FOR ACCESS TO SUSPECTED TALEBAN FIGHTERS

TEXT OF REPORT BY RADIO AUSTRALIA ON 2 MAY

AUSTRALIA'S ATTORNEY-GENERAL HAS ASKED THE BUSH ADMINISTRATION
TO GRANT LAWYERS AND FAMILY ACCESS TO AUSTRALIANS CAUGHT FIGHTING
WITH THE TALEBAN. FROM WASHINGTON, (2JOHN SHOVELEN) REPORTS DARYL
WILLIAMS TODAY MET WITH SENIOR US GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS.

[SHOVELEN] DAVID HICKS AND MAMDOUH HABIB ARE IN US CUSTODY.

. DAVID HICKS IS IMPRISONED AT GUANTANAMO BAY, HABIB IS EXPECTED

THERE SOON. MR WILLIAMS SAYS HE HAS YET TO RECEIVE A REPLY TO HIS
REQUEST THAT FAMILY AND LAWYERS BE GRANTED ACCESS.

[WILLIAMS] IT'S UNLIKELY AT THIS JUNCTURE THAT ACCESS WILL BE

GIVEN BY THE UNITED STATES FOR ACCESS BY LAWYERS. [END OF
RECORDING] _ , S

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL SAYS IT COULD BE SOME TIME BEFORE IT IS

KNOWN IF THE MEN ARE TO BE CHARGED UNDER AUSTRALIAN LAW.

[WILLIAMS] I CANNOT PREDICT AT THIS TIME AND I SUSPECT THE

AUSTRALIAN FEDERAL POLICE (AFP) CAN'T EITHER HOW LONG IT WILL TAKE,
BUT IT'S LIKELY TO TAKE QUITE A TIME. [END OF RECORDING]

IN TWO WEEKS ASIO [AUSTRALIAN SECURITY INTELLIGENCE

ORGANIZATION] AND THE FEDERAL POLICE WILL TRAVEL TO GUANTANAMO BAY
TO INTERVIEW MR HICKS.
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