
The Case of Ernst WORM

1. Herein is described the circumstansas leading up to the
/20.44

chance discovery of a possible BegterTritftel-Hgenee-eerrtee pene-

tration of the BND and subsequent developments.

2. Events began in September 1952. The BND somewhat reluc-

tantly accepIed the principle that the lie detector machine Aufkriklofrf.
A2,004 "444%60

...zsghnosompia an imperternt operational took,and, less reluctantly,
A

accepted the German Station's offer of lie detector training for

selected BND personnel. At this time arrangemets_rere being

1114.made between a smoker CIA lie detector technici Aid Ernst WORM,

BND/CE chief of Czech operations for interrogation of a uspect
ell

CSR agent. The interrogation proved an-- saistAate succes and

• resulted in the confession of this agent that he had imbed been

errigi.....111 sent from the CSR with instructions to be recruited by
,

a western intelligence service. This success was attributed mainly

to WORM, who was viewed by participants as the only person capable
/ILL

of br aking this agent. In order to bring tirins-paiwirdkea4er case to

emeeemaa conclusion, WORM suggested that a second lie detector
A
examination' 'he held on this agent. (It was apparent)that WORM was

quite taken with the results of the test.) The German Station,

with the hopes of impressing the BND even more241Zector

techniques, suggested that WORM again act as lat:lar-P0041.41r4t46...

'base, and that he .(WORM) if agreeable
'
 submit to a lie detector

,412 az 44.1.10 A "0,44.444 4440,N.44azt /1.44.7frA-464.4.. Z, . ;,
test as a routine Procedure ft90-444144e*e**

."	 -	 • • -

'4 

Before

/.4.114 
roteedinvinto the imtcrrogatta.

Itijo •	 •	 ••,••	 ,.	 .•••.	 •

:
Srnst'Ferhipand-WORk*nsborp On25,40ril 1907_10)hergrund/

CSR, near WarnsdOrf. He was one of three Shd6 .., His father having
•:•.	 .	 •	 ..•

died in 1915,„WORM:claims that his mother ancitwo . brother0/4

expelled from the Sudeten area in 1945, their present whereabout,C

400 unknown: Little in)knovinof,hia education but his employment
-	 ,	 •	 .	 •

as of 1939-1945 was Direetor of Elektibtechnische FabdkE'n; Schmidt

andCo. GmbH, with plants in Tetschen and Bodenbach. This

VIED AND R ELEASED BY
INTEL!. I GENCE ABENCY
ITHODS EXEMPT ION MI
.IMES DI SCLOOM
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employed several, thousand people, and its chief product was

electrical insulators. WORM had no military service attributing

this fact to a chronic affliction of both legs which he allegedly
43144141,1C	 PA,444,

suffered'foelb 1937 to 1947. In addition his position as director

of a war industry provided him with exemption. Political back-

ground: WORM joined the Sudetendeutsche Partei in 1934 and

automatically became an NSDAP candidate in November 1938 when the

the NSDAP: CA Berlin Documents Center check shows

;
that WORM became i party member on 1 November 1938). Aa..gaa........4e-

rkaankrimo-aml-emmeld-/e444hp'

On 3 October 1940 WORM joined the SS and became a second lieutenant,

and was decorated by the RSHA on 3 January-1944. Since July 1942
:

he had been an Aussenstellenleiter (district director) of the SD.

Languages:, English, German, Czech, Slovakian, French, Russian,

Polish, and other Eastern European tongues. Post /945: WORM

claims he was arrested in May 1945 by Czech police and turned over

to the Russians. He offers no explanation of -why he did not flee

west with his family, which could easily have been accomplished

during this hectic period. He remained in detention until October,

when he was released because of heart symptoms Which, he claims, he

-induced for the purpose. Because the interrogations produced nothing

4amaging (WORM claims to have gained the upper-hand, paychologically,

with his interrogator), and because he was in bad physical shape, he

was released to the East Zone with a warning not to return. At this

time WORM crossed into the West Zone illegally for theTPurgSe of

finding his family After an unsuccessful attempt to establish a

A0Agmaraalog-Albarri he joined the .BND in 1947 rising to the position

of department chief concerned with Czech operations.

On 8 October 1952. WORM was met for the purpose of ..conductingA	 ,
a lie ,detecter test. This test was to be merely a routine one with

no *"curves" thrown because O4r..thefee4r-4piabt it .eaaaaaaiL 	 the 'first

lie detector test of a 4WD staff 09#0, .The intention.	 -t
c-041)44Z-_. ø_Q 44 	 )4,4-

..1fORM'(and the BRD) on the 3.44•4+nde--mt;-•the'-ta-, and to,ask 0111.7. timr

. routine questions on his background and the necessary security.

7
, merged

questions to comply with the regulations on prior testing of'inter-

The.re was. no. intention to "catch" WORM, but .rather the

expectation that he would run a clean test And be duly Impressed.
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However, WORMS recorded reaction to the test was immediate, obvious,

and startling in spite of the convincingly calm outward appearance

which WORM was able to maintain. 'He indicated from the beginning

a very excited state, and later all the manifestations of a state

of shock.

5. Each of three tests showed a distinct peak of tension point

at the critical question on association with an enemy intelligence

service. On these questions each time WORM's reply of "no" was

accompanied by distinct lie reaction typical of WORM on all three

factors measured by the machine. Somelthese questions were:

Are you an eapionage agent of STB, Russians, or other Communists?,

Did you ever do secret work for STB, Russians,. or other Communists?,

Since 1945 have you committed murder, robbery, or other serious

criminal crime?, Is there a lie in this life-history that you have

written?.

6. The examiner then had a decision to make: If he were to

begin pressure and cross-interrogation, WORM would presumably admit

nothing of importance. He would then, however,_ be entirely aware
•

that he had. reacted. in:A suspicious way and might 1410e the first

opportunity to,escape, unless the examiner Were to make in arrest
.	 .

.	 .
.(which he was not authorized to do), assuming that WORM is an active

:enemy; agent and not, merely -worried about a very' bad past :hiStory'.

The examiner; convinced that he would have to let .WORM$go,anyway,

deCidedto.heivhim:Oonvince-himseli that he (WORM) is unteStable,

or, at Any . .ratei . that there are no .serious suspicions againsthim.

WORM was, therefore4:.*014

go i z and ,the risk wastaken-thathe might escape before more favorable

.tonditionswere established to proceed against him. However., cin the
• .

fOilowing day . he . lgei- 'promptly on hand and had obviously rested himself.

thOrOUghly. A COUPIe 'of days later, however, WORM appeared At a:

meeting (called iwon.hisligiii0)someihat haggard and: quite tire

and explained that he had had only a few hours Sleep in the last

several days. This suggested the possibility that WORM had

to have second' thoughts concerning his success with the machine,--77:

and was anxious for an early meeting in order to observe any Tossible, 	 -

change in attitude on the part of the Americans.

-3-
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7. At this point discussions were held with certain high
level members of the END concerning this case. They appeared
reluctant to do anything regarding WORM, having no faith in

lie detector results. Herr SCHAAK (a former superior of WORM)
stated that no further investigation Wpossible or feasible', and

/4/444.14L
he (SCRAM awat approach WORM on the basis of mutual confidence,

AtAawh, 1454., Axe/44am !!
and request clarification on an honor basis. After further dis-
cussions between CIA, Hew GEHLEN (Chief, BND) and Herr SCHAAK,
this proposal was dismissed as unrealistic, and a program of
limitation and strict compartmentation of WORM's operations and
knowledge of the END was proposed. In addition, a careful investi-
gation of WORM's past and present operations and of his personal
mOveMents was to be instigated.

S. HoweveritArtar that little was being accomplished':
As late as August 1953 the f011owing is quoted from Chief of Base,
.Pullich: . "The END is footdragging.: . It is perfectly clear that .

vi •	 they want us to leave this case in their hands. 	 . . Converse-
tions'betWeen POB and the top level of BND. . , . have produced nothing.
We are now at a definite impasse."

9. ' Headquarters reasoned in October 1953 the Possibility that
:Man% GEHLEN may himself have strong suspicionsabout,WORM but intends
to play along- with him as an excellent channel through which to pass

perhaps really ilpertanedeceptiohMaterial to the opposition at

..NSoMe laterAlate.-;.HerrGEBLEN could, easilv,reaSon that whatever
highlevel . personality Or Organizational information WO*poseSses . ..	 .
-has - already been pasSe.d-and, if NOWis:kept:scrOp.ned.tis:4(senOiti*.e.
material in the future, there is little more to be lest. WORM itas*
not nor has he baclexcludinCone , operation)'anyoperations worthy_.,

,
ei.:hOte,..and_hiS:Obetrel agent (if, he has One) .would certa--iüly allow..

thejovlevel type operations that WORM now-engages: in to run

.unmolested to protect what he coheiderS a high level, long range
Penetration of the German Intelligence Service.



10. In this vein the case drags on. In October 1955' it is

reported that, , eventually confronted by the END with the test

results, WORM, by an unexplained sickness which almost immediately

seized him, effectively delayed interrogation efforts for months.

During this time independent Pullach Base sources indic4tet WORM
4411"

ile.he increasingly active in questionable East/West trading

activities, and kii.safteasat,ly been on ostensible business trips
C544.14

behind the Iron Curtain. It emnirprt be determined whether the END

Vaware of these trips.
C1124

11. It ‘gel;ported , in October 1958 that WORM km-eft connected

with the BND complex. in Munich.

• 12. In January 1962 a END source reports that WORM is still

working for the END. This source.girgnesteg-thecOhtnisl-ctecken2L4md-

learned that at the . time CIA had voiceciearlier suspicions of !cam,.

END made . a serious security investigation, the results of which

filled several Leitz notebooks. The results had been negative;

was clear that WORM had a number of weak spots in his backgrouni

that he had lied on occasion, and that he was not exactly a prince

hnking.Men, but there .had been,nothing whatever turned up indicating

the possibility oflastetn:COnnactionS.

.0, Then aftera , lapse . .of:neirly three years a...dispatCh was

xeCeivedlrOmCcipenhkgenwhich reported information TE.

the Danish 'Security Service who:had:been enter-

taining . soMeRND-offiCers iiihohad chide to Copenhagen in Connection
-	 ::	 •	 .	 -.	 -	 -	 .	 •

with i END double-agent :caSe :•ruu,ngainSt the Czechs. Oncofthese.
-'	 •	 ,:e..

officers (not identified) became quite drunk and revealed to source
.•	 ••	 •	 .

• details concerning this ciSe.. Thecase . ,had,been active for some

time . andinVOlved a .,.Czech citizen working for the CIS, who was

.;frequently sent to thelfest-on. Missions. This:igent-hWnt SOMC-

in'the past Oen 'doubled by the END and was now reporting to
• •	 .•

is 170 case officer about his missions VC the West On behalf of

t

•
TWEND made an analysis of this case to determine whether•

,
tpcontinue it (it had not been particularly worthwhile) or take

,some further action against the agent. Appareat1T-this analysis f'

made some senior END officers Conclude that most probably the double

agent was not being run by his BND case officer hut,rather the Czech,_••	 .

double agent was running the:END•officer, 	 the alleged missions
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to the West were only a cover for the CIS (or possibly HIS) to

remain in contact with the BND officer, a recruited CIS agent.

The drunken BND officer at this point explained that a number

of years ago the AIS reported to the BND that the BND officer in

question was a suspected CIS agent. However, in view of the lack

of details in the A/S report the BND had dismissed the charges

and not until the analysis of this case lid the BND have any

reason to suspect this BND officer. The 8ND now found itself

in the embarrassing position where they had decided to disregard

an Ars warning and now found tha the AIS was probably correct.

vidar-aasietba4-beea-gaisig on adx-for-many-yettoer-ens

. Source

had the iMpression that the BND had not revealed their conclusions

to the AIS and did not plan to do so until it had been established

whether...the BND officer Vms,really under enemy control.

14. In subsequent correspondence between Headquarters, Munich

and 	 AelmiAreily, established that ,the*BND officer
• -40Cif

In question Was WORM. Further correspondence continued , on ways

imid.means of mounting an audio. operation and surveillanCe ' of *Sr
AL.	 .

Amlstr_meeting between the CIS agent and his Czech Etbiisv'coMtict in j/K.----

.Copenhagen.

.	 :1 the BND, who arecondOcting

tileir Own Operation. This next meeting is planned for 20 March 1965,

'Tte BND has been conducting an audio operation on tbis.case with'
j	 •4cy'•	 •
-horrOiredCIA: iquipment, which,) when borrowed, Was to be used in„

.A.sensitive dOuble.agent

Caml
LIU
tarnamml


