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EMORANDUM Foml S jkecutive Officer
Former Waffen-SS General Xarl Wolff

This wemorandum is for information only.

Ba.cl : The former Waffen-3SS General Karl Wolff helped
arrange the s nder of German and Fasceist forces in North Italy
through negotiations\yith the Director in 1945. The Director pre-
his effect dated 21 May 194%9. Charges that
mes punishable by the Allied War Crimes

3. As described in a memorsundum to you from EE Division dated
25 August 1958, Wolff has a daughbe¢r and son residing in the United
States. They have invited him to vig
he desires to do. Before requesting & visa for the trip, howvever,
he contacted an officer of this organize
Embassy in Bonn on 20 May 1958 to seek adg

officer consulted the Bonn Embassy Consular
that the visa would be granted if Wolff had
var crimes. Our officer so advised Wolff. WolX;
not been convicted and requested a visa from the ¥
late on 22 May 1958.

been convicted of
indicated he had
Quesseldorf Consu-~

4k, The Duesseldorf Consulate referred the matter\to State
Department Headquarters. EE Division monitored the progs

sion of war crimes caused scme delay. Howerer, State :Lnfo
Duesgeldorf Consulate on 9 September that Wolff was not inellg
for a visa and informed our organization on the same da.te that\a visa
would be granted.

5. On 19 September State informed our organization that the
Duesseldorr Consulate had returned the case to State Department
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Headquarters for recomsideration, along with new information on Wolff
gecently received from the local British Regional Intelligence Office.’

his information challenged the basis upon which State Department Head-
axters had formulated its positive recamendations.

. New Development. State Department Headquarters provided our
organiziation on 15 October with the new information. This confirms
i wa.a not convicted of war crimes by an Allied war crimes

tribnml It adds, however, that he was tried on November 1948 by the
(a German staffed court) at Bergedorf for “war crimes"
for "eriminal membership"). He was convicted and sen-
tenced to five Years imprisonment. The court took into consideration
certain mitigating circmata.ncea » including the role Wolff played in

: nder of Axis troops. Wolff appealed success=
3, receiving a reduction in sentence to four years.

7. The Spruchgerichteand Spruchkammern were post war tribunals
established as part of the denazification process under Control Council
Iav Ko. 10 of 1945 entitled "Punishment of Perscns Guilty of War
Crimes, Crimes egainst Peace, and against Eumanity" and a Military
Govermment Ordinance (British) of \J946. Unlike the Allied War Crimes
Comnission, the Spruchgerichte were\administered and staffed by German
personnel, although their work was régiewable by Allied authorities.

They often handled cases involving N officials of lesser importance.

8. The Duesseldorf Consulate has re
Wolff's conviction does not constitute "coany
moral turpitude, as defined in the 1952 Irm
"If 80, his visa request must be denied. ~
consider the Spruchgericht a "regularly consti
less, it concludes that a conviction by the Sp

hged the question whether
ction" of a crime involving
ration and Nationality Act.
the Consulate does not
ed court.” Neverthe~

Consulate General concur in this opinion. The cage be referred
to the legal Advisor's office of State Department H
office will presumably not act until it receives the c
Wolff's cagse, which the Duesseldorf Consulate hopes to o

9. New Biographic Information. The British information
that Wolff appeared to be an advertising agent for the "Duess
Nachrichten® in 1955 and that he has been active in right wing
since his release from prison. In 1953 he was instrumental in an.
attemnt to estahlish the Reichsreferat. an extreme right wing party\
and offered himself as candidate for election to public office. In
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h 1956 he attempted, together with former SS Generals Gille and
Stelner, to establish a working group on behalf of former members of
the Wdffen SS. The Duesseldorf Consulate recommends that the Depart-
ment consjder whether Wolff's continuing postwar interest in ideals

engage in activities...prejudicial to the public interest (Section
212 [Ta 7 [277] ¢ the Act). The Consulate states its opinion, how-
ever; -that Wolff's Pegtwar activities do not bar the granting of a
visa within the temrms this sectionm.

10. It thus appears btful that Wolff will visit the United
8tates this year.




