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Former Waffen-SS General Karl Wolff

17 October 1958
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1. This emorandum is for information only.

2.	 :u6u211d. The former Waffen-SS Gene:m.110d% Wolff helped
arrange the s • • of German and Fascist forces in North Italy
through negotiations th the Director in 1945. The Director pre-
pared an affidavit to s effect dated 21 May 1949. Charges that
Wolff had ccamitted war	 es punishable by the Allied War Crimes
Commission were raised bu eventually dropped; no proceedings against
him were instituted by this tribunal. Further information on Wolff
is available in files on him 	 the Director's office.

3. As described in a memo	 to you from BE Division dated
25 August 1958, Wolff has a da	 r and son residing in the United
States. They have invited him to	 it them late this summer, which
he desires to do. Before requesting visa for the trip, however,
he contacted an officer of this organ' tion located in the American
Edbasay in Bonn on 20 May 1958 to seek =. =.ce that his background
would not result in an embarrassing reject on of his request. Our
officer consulted the Bonn Edbassy Consular ection, which advised
that the visa would be granted if Wolff had	 been convicted of
'war crimes. Our officer so advised. Wolff. WO • indicated he had
not been convicted and requested a visa from the 1. esseldorf Conan-
late on 22 MY 1958.

4. The Duesseldorf Consulate referred the matte to State
Department Headquarters. HE Division monitored the pro as of the
application through State channels. The question of poss . le commis-
sion of war crimes caused some delay. However, State info. , ed its
ruesaeldorf Consulate on 9 SepteMber that Wolff was not ins ble
for a visa and informed our organization on the same date that visa
would be granted.

5. On 19 Septedber State informed our organization that the
DaesseldorT Consulate had returned vie case to state Department
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Headquarters for reconsideration, along with new information on Wolff
cently received fran the local British Regional Intelligence Office.'
s information challenged the basis upon which State Department Head-

era had formulated. its positive recommendations.

New Development. State Department Headquarters provided our
organi tion on 15 October with the new information. This confirms
that WO was not convicted of war crimes by an Allied war crimes
tribunal.	 adds, however, that he was tried on NOvember 19118 bythe
Syruchgeri 	 (a German staffed court) at Bergedorf for "war crimes"
(specifically, for "criminal membership"). He was convicted and. sen-
tenced to five ears imprisonment. The court took into consideration
certain mitigat	 circumstances, including the role Wolff played in
bringing about the	 r of Axis troops. Wolff appealed success-
fully and was retri	 receiving a reduction in sentence to four ;years.
Since his long inte • ent was reckonable, the sentence amounted in
effect to only a few a tional weeks. The result, however, has been
to bog Wolff ts visa app Cation down in State Department machinery.

Spruchkanmman were post war tribunals
zification process under Control Council
shment of Persons Guilty of War
against ftmanity" and a Military
946. Unlike the Allied War Crimes
administered and staffed by German

evable by Allied authorities.
officials of lesser importance.

8. The Duesseldorf Consulate has
Wolff's conviction does not constitute
moral turpitude, as defined, in the 1952
If so, his visa request must be denied.
consider the Spruchgericht a "regularly consti
less, it concludes that a conviction by the Sp
kammern constitutes conviction within the terms of
Section of the Bonn Edbassy and the Visa Office of
Consulate General concur in this opinion. The case
to the Legal Advisor's office of State Department H
office will presumably not act until it receives the c
Wolff's case, which the Duesseldorf Consulate hopes to

9. New Biographic Information. The British information o notes
that Wolff appeared to be an advertising agent for the "Duess h—rfer
Nachrichten" in 1955 and that he has been active in right wing 	 tics
since his release from prison. In 1953 he was instrumental in an
attemnt to establish the Reichsreferat. an extreme right vina vaxtY.
and offered himself as candidate for election to public office. In
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10. It thus appears
States this year.

btful that Wolff will visit the United
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h 1956 he attempted, together with former SS Generals Gille and
Ste-er, to establish a working group on behalf of former members of
the W:+ en SS. The Duesseldorf Consulate recommends that the Depart-
ment co.- der whether Wolff's continuing postwar interest in ideals
and instit • ions associated with National Socialism does not bar the
granting of visa as constituting "entering the United Etates...to
engage in acti ies...prejudicial to the public interest (Section
212	 L)-(g • the Act). The Consulate states its opinion„ . how-
ever;-thatWolff ts • stwar activities do not bar the granting of -a
visa within the terms	 this section.


