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SUBJECT WINTER-SPRING CAMPAtGN ON THF. FOuRTH DAY OF TET OFFENSIVE 

ACQ 

SOUkCE 

VIETNAM, SAIGON (3 FEBRUARY 1~68) 

SUYJ~iARY: ALTHOUGH THE SITUATION IN ALL FOUR CORPS AREA~ WAS REL\

T IVELY QUIET ON THE FOURTH DAY OF THE VIET CONG CVC> TET OFFENSIVE, 

LARGE V: UNITS ST ILL REMAIN U. ,COMM IT TED AND THE VC COULD THUS RESUUE 
I 
t, LARGE-:,CALE ACTION IF THEY StkULD CHOOSE TO DO SO. PRISONER INfERR•)GA-

3.3(h)(2) 

T IONS SUGGEST. THAT THE TET OFFENSIVE WAS A GO-FOR-BROKE OPERATION, WITH 

THE vc HOPING FOR VI CT ORY BUT FEW EXPECT It\G ONE. THE ·vc HAVE WON CER

TAIN SUCCESSES--DESTRUCTION OF LARGE PARTS OF MANY CITIES, DISRUPTION OF 

NORMAL FOOD DISTRIBUTION, HORDES OF NEW REFUGEES, ETC. ON THE OTHEH HAND 

_J,, {~Y HAV~ -~~-1- ~TREMELY LARGE. ~UMBERS OF PERSONNEL 

POPULACE RISEN UP TO JOIN THEM AS THEY EXPi:.CTED OR, 
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LEADf.R!:i PROMISED THEIR MEN WOULD BE TH::: CASE. THE VC VEHY PROBABLY WILL 

SOON LAUNCH HIS LONG-HERALDC:D OFFEMSIVr: r:i'.:AH THE. DMZ BUT IT 15 STILL PRO

BLf.,.AT ICAL IF THEY WILL COMt•:lT OTHEH 1~it'AINING UNITS THHOUGHOUT THE: COU~ll 

RY 
TO A RE SUM PT ION OF THE ATTACK~ OF THE LA!..iT FOUR DAYS. END SUM~AHY. 

1. ALTHOUGH NOTHING LIKE A FINAL ASS~~SMENT CAN YET BE MADE, 

SOMETHING TANGIBLE IS EME~GlNG IN TH~ QUI~T AND EXHAUSTION WHICH, 

MOME~~ARILY PERHAPS, HAVE REPLACED TH~ HECTIC ACTIVITY OF 

THt. rU~l THREE DAYS OF THE TET OFFc.NSIVi:.. R£LATIVE. QUIET AND 

CONTROL HAVE BEEN RESTORED IN I, 11, AND 111 CORPS AND THE SITUATCON 

IS I~PriOVlNG DESPITE RENEWED ENEMY ATTACKS IN IV CORPS. ON THE 

OTHt:R HAND, MAJOR ENEMY UNITS REMAIN UNCOMMITTED IN I, II, AND 

Ill CORPS; ACTION ON A SCALESIMILAR TO THAT OF THE PAST THREE D~Y!, 

COULD RESUME IF TH£ ENEMY SO CHbSE: TH£ VC 9TH DIVISION COULD BE 

PUT INTO ACTION AGAINST THE SAIGON AREA; ANu THE KHE SANH BOMB 

REMAHiS UNEXPLODED •. 

2. THE K£Y FACTOR IS, OF COURSE, ENEMY INTENTIONS. PRISONER 
~-:\; 

INTERROGATIONS ARE BEGINNING TO COME IN AND RADIO HANOI AND LIBERATION 
~,: ~ .. ~- ,, 

RADIO CONTINUE TH~IR MASSIVE BROADSIDES CLAIMING VICTORY AND RE-

CALL FOR NEGOTIATIONS OF THE BASIS OF THE APPEALS OF 
• -~-~~. -. '· _1,_ ,, • 

. RGANltATJ'.t>NS AS JHE: 9'f'RONT OF NAT I ONAL' DEMOCRAT IC, 
~r _.. ♦, ~~;.1 -;~ --. 
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.AND PEACE ALLIANCE" OF HUE CITY. <TAKEN TOGETHER, THIS EVIDENCE 

SUGGESTS THAT THE ENEMY ~ENT FOR BROKE -- ANO, SO F'AR, HAS 

FAILED.) ALTHOUGH THE ENEMY STILL HAS UNCOMMITTED FORCES AND COULD 

GO FOR BROKE AGAIN IT MUST BE REMEMBERED THAT HE HAS SUFF£RED 

GREAT LOSSES (12,704 KIA AND ovtR 3,000 DETAINEES FROM 29 JANUARY .. 
TO 3 FEBRUARY>, THAT HE CANNOT AGAIN TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE UNIQUE 

•· i 

,, 
CIRCUMSl'ANCES OF TH£ TET HOLIDAY, AND THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF VIETNAM CGVfl: f 

'·. 

HAS NOT CRACKED AS HE APPARENTLY EXPECTED IT WOULD. ALTHOUGH THERE MAY 

HAVE BEEN SOM.£ INDECISIVENESS AMONG TOP CIVILIAN LEADERS, ALTHOUGH THIEU 

SPOKE TO THE NATION SOMEWHAT LATE, ALTHOUGH SOME INTELLECTUALS WITHOUT 

A POLITICAL FOLLOWING MAY BE SPEAKING OF THE NEED FOR NEGOTIATIONS, 

THE FACT REMAINS THAT ARVN AND LOCAL SVN FORCES, INCLUDING RD 

CADRES, HAVE ~~UITTED THEMSELVES WELL. 

3. VIET CONG CVC> EXPECTATIONS, AND SOME CLUE TO FUTURE INTENTIONS, 

CAN BE GLEANED FROM PRISONER INT~ERROGATIONS SUCH AS THE F'OLLOWING. 

A PRISONER CAPTURED IN SAIGON SA.ID HE SURRENDERED AF'TER FIGHTING 

NIGHT AND DAY, BEING PROMISED SUPPORT WHICK DID NOT COME, AND BEING 

REFUSED PER~ISSION TO WITHDRAW. A PRISONER INVOLVED IN THE ATTACK 
. . 

ON THE U.S. EMBASSY HAS STATED THAT THE VC WERE TOLD. TO HOLD THE 
'. 

EM~ASSY AG~I.NSI COUNTER-ATTACKS UNTIL VC REINFORCEMENTS ARRIVED 
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··ON 31 JANUARY. PRISONERS IN KONTUM AND PLEIKU STATE THAT THE 

.. 

ORDER WAS TO TAKE THE PROVINCE CAPITALS ANil HOLD THEM FOR SEVEN 

. D_AYS. THE VC DEPUTY CHIEF F'OR SECURITY IN AN GIANG PROVINCE, 

. _CAPTURED. 31. -,ANUARY, ST ATES THAT WORD ON THE -TET OFFENSIVE WAS GIVEN 

TWO WEEKS IN ADVANCE AT PROVINCE•LEVEL BRIEFINGS LASTING THREE 

DAYS AT t'JHICH IT WAS STATED THAT THE ATTACK WAS TO CREATE CONDITIONS 

WHICH WOULD BRING THE U.S. GOVERNMENT TO NEGOTIATE IN ORDER TO 

PROCEED TO PEACE. THEY WERE TOLD THAT THE TIME WAS RIPE FOR AN 

UPRISING. IT WAS THE OPINION OF THIS PRISONER THAT THE VC WERE 

COM~ ITT ING EVER YT HING IN A GO-FOR-BROKE ATTACK AND THAT WHILE MOST 
- ' 

HOPED, FEW EXPECTED SUCCESS. NO PLANS FOR RETREAT WERE MAD£ LEST 

THIS HURT THE MORALE OF THE TROOPS. THERE WAS NO SAND TABLING OF 

THE OPERATION. AND T~E LACK OF POPULAR SUPPORT IS,_ IN THIS 

PRISONER•S OPINION, HAVING A BAD EFFECT ON MORALE. A PRISONER IN 

Pl.EIKU HAD BEEN TOLD "TAKE PLEIKU OR DO NOT RETURN." NORTH VIETNANESE · 

CNVA> PRISONERS IN NHA TRANG STATE THAT THEY WERE TOLD THEY COULD TAKE 

NHA TRANG BECAUSE OF' THE VC ORGANIZA'CION IN THE CITY. THE NVA 

OFFICERS DID NOT BELIEVE THIS BUT WENT ON WITH THE ATTACK IN 
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NO~ISSEM 
(dffi rontroltJ · -REPORTS THAT HE WAS PRESSED INTO SERVICE ONE MONTH AGO, WAS 

TOLD TO INFILTRATE CAN THO TO CELEBRATE TET, AND ONLY AFTER 

TliE"f WERE IN THE CITY WERE THE VC REASSEMBLED, ISSUED WEAPONS, 

ANJ TOLD OF THE ATTACK. VC RETREATING FkO~ &AIGON WERE REPOHTED 

fJ E·t. l;U~JRALIZEO BUT UNDEf( COMPLETE CONTROL OF THi::IH Ll:.ADERS • 

• ,. UNDER THE Hl::ADING OF' VC SUCCESS£~ ONE CAN LIST SUCH FACTS 

AS THE. DESTRUCTION OF LARGE PORTIONS OF HUE, BEN TRE, MY THO, AND 

OT Hc":R CITIES. PEOPLE CAUGHT BETWEEN THE VC AND THE GVN FORCES, 

WHO ~AVE BEEN HARD HIT IN MANY CASES, WITH SOME JUSTIFICATION TO 

T~E CHARGES OF INDISCRIMINATE FIRING, AR~ BITTER AGAINST 90TH 

5IucS. RUMORS HAVE BEEN FLYING -- AT FIRST RUMORS OF A COUP 

... 

<KY ACTING AGAINST THIEU, BEACUSE OF THE ABSENCE OF THIEU FROM THE 

CAPITAL AT THE TI~E OF THE ATTACK>, RUM011S OF COALITION GOVERN11ENT 

<INCLUDING U.S. SUPPORT FOR THIS GOVERNMENT AGAINST THE GVN, RUMORS FED 

3Y LIE:::RATION RADIO PROPAGANDA>,' AND R~OHS OF DRASTIC SHAKE UP IN THE 

GV:J AFTER ORDER IS REESTABLISHED. PEOPLE HAVE BEEN SURPtHSED AT THE VC 

STRE::JGTH AND DISMAYED THAT THE GVN AND THE U.S. COULD LET SUCH A THING 

HAPPEN. THERE IS GENERAL FEAR THOUGH LITTLE PANIC. A FULL ASSESSMENT 

OF POPULAR ATTITUDES HAS NOT BEEN UNDERTAKEN, HOWEVER. 
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5. aur AGAl~ST THESE vc ·succ£SS£SA THE CAHDlNAL FACT ri~1AINS 
. 

THAT TH£H£ HAS 8£EN NO SlGN OF POPULAk INCLINATION TO SUPPOkT THE 

VCa ~O FAR, TH2 VC GOAL OF POLITICAL CHAOS HAS NOT BEEN ACHIEVED. 

THi HlFUGE~ PriOJLEM, TH~ DESTRUCT10Np AND THE CUkTAlLM~NT OF DlS• 

lHl~~TlO~ Of SUPPLllS, HOWEVEH, MAY FiED tHE FLAMES OF SUCH 

CHAOS lf THE SITUATION P~riSlSTS OH, MO~E FEASIBLY, 15 ~EPEATED 

BY A RENEWAL OF ATTACKS. 
' 60 WHILi TH~ i~~~y ~ILL ALMOST CE~TAINLY SOON LAUNCH HlS 

LQ;,G- nc.l\i-\LDED Or'F C:1~51 VE NEAR THE Dl1Z lT IS St ILL ?riOBLl::MAT lCAL 

~HETh£K HE WILL COM~IT HIS REMAINING UNITS IN THE k£ST OF THE 

COU~TnY IN rU~THER ALL-OUT ATTACKS. IN THE CASE Of TH£ nE

l1'JfORCE;•JENTS PfcO:'llSED THE VC TROOPS ATTACKING SAIGON, IT 

APPEARS THAT THIS WAS CONDITIONAL UPON GREATEk INITIAL SUCCESS 

THAj WAS ACTUALLY ACHIEVED ANO ON A MUCH GkEATEk POLITICAL 

RESPONSIVENESS BY THE LOCAL POPULATION THAN HAS SO FAU BEEN 

£V10t:~CEO. n-tE VC tAAY OiOOSE TO CUT TI-IEIR LOSSES AT THIS STAGE 

A~D REVERT TO THil~ T~ADITlONAL HAHASSIWG TACTICS WHILE 

ATTEMPTI~G ci~CE AGAIN TO lMPnOVE THEIH POLITICAL BAS£ lN THE 

CITH:S. 

7. ON THE, OTHEH HANO TH£ VC HAVE ALREADY MADE_ SUCH HEAVY 
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PSYCHOLOGICAL COMM! TMENTS TO TH£ SUCCESS OF THIS OFFENSIVE A~ONG 

THEIR Ow N r·oRClS THAT THEY COULD e·E LOAn TO ACCEPT THE EX 1ST I NG 
> 

~lTUATlUN ~£FOR~ ~AKlNG ONE MOkE ALL OUT S~ASH AT SAIGON • 
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