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TEXT

SUBJECT: GERMAN MEDIA REACTION REPORT
2. HEADLINE

"GERMAN HOSTAGES IN LEBANON - BONN: WE WILL
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EXTRADITE HAMADEI..." (BILD ZEITUNG)

B. MASS-CIRCULATION CONSERVATIVE BILD ZEITUNG: "THE
BONN CRISIS TEAM HAS INFORMED THE SHIITE ORGANIZATION
HEZB-ALLAH VIA ISRAELI AND SYRIAN INTERMEDIARIES THAT THE
TWO KIDNAPPED GERMAN MUST BE RELEASED NOW, OR THE
EXTRADITION PROCEEDING AGAINST...HAMADEI WILL BE
INITIATED....

"A GOVERNMENT MEMBER TOLD BILD: 'OUR PATIENCE IS NOT
BOUNDLESS. WE CANNOT WAIT FOR EVER.'

"BONN ALSO SIGNALLED THAT IF CORDES AND SCHMIDT ARE
RELEASED, HAMADEI AND HIS BROTHER...WILL BE TRIED BY A
GERMAN COURT. THE GOVERNMENT MEMBER SAID: 'HOWEVER, A
TWO~-FOR-TWO SWAP IS OUT OF THE QUESTION. WE ARE NOT
BARGAINING IN AN ORIENTAL BAZAAR.'

"EXTRADITION PROCEEDINGS AGAINST HAMADEI WILL
COMMENCE WHEN THE JUSTICE MINISTRY PASSES ON THE
EVIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS TO THE COURT IN FRANKFURT WHICH IS
DEALING WITH THE MATTER. THE BONN POLITICAN SAID: 'WE
WILL HAVE ABSOLUTELY NO INFLUENCE AFTER PROCEEDINGS HAVE
BEGUN. '" :

E. KURT WALDHEIM

MANY OF YESTERDAY'S PAPERS CARRIED EDITORIAL COMMENT
ON THE U.S. DECISION NOT TO GRANT AUSTRIAN PRESIDENT KURT
WALDHEIM AN ENTRY VISA.

. A. CONSERVATIVE FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE (EDITORIAL BY

JOHANN GEORG REISSMUELLER): "ON WHAT HAS WASHINGTON
BASED ITS DECISION TO DECLARE AUSTRIAN PRESIDENT KURT
WALDHEIM AN UNDESIRABLE PERSON? SO FAR, ONLY ON CLAIMS
MADE BY OTHERS WHICH ARE STILL UNPROVEN.

"IF A VAGUE SUSPICION IS ENOUGH TO SATISFY THE U.S.
ADMINISTRATION, IT WILL BE VIOLATING A LEGAL PRINCIPLE
WHICH IT HAS IN THE PAST ALWAYS ACKNOWLEDGED.

"EVEN IGNORING THIS CASE, U.S. ACTIONS ARE RATHER
CLOSE TO BEING HYPOCRITICAL. IN THE DECADES FOLLOWING
WORLD WAR TWO, THE U.S. HAS INVITED A NUMBER OF STATESMEN
WHO ARE GENERALLY KNOWN TO HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN BLOODY
CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY. 1IN THOSE CASES IT WAN'T
NECESSARY TO LOOK INTO ANY LISTS, AND THERE WASN'T ANY
MORAL INDIGNATION --SCME OF THE GUESTS WERE EVEN TREATED
WITH RESPECT AND SYMPATHY.

"HOW COULD THIS HAPPEN? THE U.S. DID NOT WANT TO
IGNORE COUNTRIES WHOSE HELP IT THOUGHT IT NEEDED.

"PRESIDENT WALDHEIM HAS NOT BEEN PROVEN GUILTY OF

DISHONORABLE CONDUCT. YET THE U.S. FEELS THAT IT CAN
BEHAVE HOW IT WANTS WITH TINY, NEUTRAL AUSTRIA...."
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B. CONSERVATIVE DIE WELT OF BONN (EDITORIAL BY CARL
GUSTAV STROEHM): "THE DECISION BY U.S. ATTORNEY GENERAL
EDWIN MEESE...DID NOT COME AS A SURPRISE. THE FIRE
DIRECTED AT THE FORMER U.N. SECRETARY GENERAL BY
INFLUENTIAL CIRCLES ON THE EAST COAST, AND ESPECIALLY

FROM JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS, WAS TOO INTENSE.... AFTER ALL
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