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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD .
SUBJECT: Inquiry Concerning UN Sec}etary General Waldheim

1. A review of the pertinent files, both within the Office of
Centra] Reference and the Directorate of Operations, has uncovered
no information that would confirm the allegation that Secretary
General Waldheim was ever a member of the Nazi youth movement. Nor
was there any suggestion that he might have been involved in the
slaughter of Soviet Jews. (S)

. 2. One source which described Waldheim as an "intensely pa-
_ triotic" youth, indicated that he volunteered for servi¢e in the
Austrian Army in 1936 following his graduation from high school;

he served for less than a full year in a dragoon regiment.and with-
drew from military service with a rank equivalent to corporal. He
enrolled in the Vienna Consular Academy in 1937 to prepare for a
career as a diplomat. In March of the following year, Adolf Hitler's
forces marched into Austria to carry out the Anschluss-the unifi-
cation of the two.German-speaking stdtes. Waldheim's. father was
briefly imprisoned by the Nazi regime, but was later released (v)

3. Upon the dutbreak of war 1in’1939, Wa1dhe1m was drafted
into the German Army (Wehrmacht). He served as a staff: intel-
ligence officer (Aufklaerungsoffiziér) with the. rank of -lieutenant,
ass1gned to. the 45th Infantry Division.' This d1v1s1on saw action
in the P011sh .campaign (September 1939) and the assualt:on France
(May 1940) "It returned to the east in June 1941.to take part in
the invasion of Russia. Waldheim's service with this‘division
ended in 1941, after he received .a leg wound in f1ght1ng on the
Eastern Front. There is nothing to suggest that while in this unit
Waldheim participated either directly or indirectly in the anti-
Jew1sh/ant1-part1san activities of the German exterm1nat10n teams.

- (8)

4. Waldheim's recuperation required almost a year he was dis-
‘charged from military duties following his Fecovery,.and returned
to the study of law in Vienna. He received his doctorate in law
in 1944 and the next-year be?an his diplomatic career 1n the Minis-
try for Foreign Affairs.

5. The allegation that Waldhe1m was once a Naz1 has been made
before. The Directorate of Operations officer with whom this in-
quiry was coordinated stated that ear]1er researches into the
question, and in particular a check of Nazi Party records held at
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SUBJECT: Inquiry Concerning UN Secretary General Waldheim

the Berlin Documents Center, have failed to establish any asso-
ciation of Waldheim with the National Socialist Party. Further-
more, the fact that he has enjoyed a public career of some 35
years without having been "exposed" by any individual or group
with anti-Nazi sentiment, suggests that such an allegation has no

basis.in fact. (S)

6. Copies of documents concerning Waldheim's military service
and his activities during the perlod 1939-45 are available in our
files should furthen—questions arise. If further information is
needed, please call ‘—KOCR/EUR {EL 1351-6 ‘;}




