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This material contalns information affect: the Naifonal Defense of the United States within the meaning of the fonage Laws, Title 18, U.8.C.
Secs. 793 and 794, the transmisson or revelation of which in any manner to an unsuthorized person is prohibited by law.
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SUBJECT: VIET CONG EXPLANATION TO THE GE!‘IEEAL.PUBLIC

OF THEZ REASONS FOR THE TET LUNAR OFFENSIVE
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SOURCE :

le ON 19 FEBRUARY (S48 TRAN DUC THO, POLITICAL OFFICER OF
THE LONG KHANH PROVINCIAL FORCE, TOLD THE SOURCE THAT HE SHOULD
BEGIN EXPLAINING THE VIET CONG'S (VC) TET OFFENSIVE TO THE
TINERAL PUBLIC IN THE FOLLOWING WAY:

L. THE TET NFFENSIVE WAS THE FIRST WAVE OF THE GENERAL

UPRISING OF THE SuUIH VielNAilese Peurle.  I1ne UrkedolVe WAS CONDYUCTED
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(classification) (dissem controls)

THROUGHOUT SOUTH VIETNAM (SVI) TO ILLUSIRAIc 1At 1he NAsToNAL

FRONT FOR THE LIBERATION OF SOUTH VIETNAM'S (HFLSV) MANPOWER AND
WEAPONS CAN DEFEAT THE U.S. AND GOVERNMENT OF VIETNAM (GUN) TROOPS 1IN
THE MAJOR CITIES. THO SAID THAT BY PROVING THAT THE NFLSV CAN DiffaT
THE FORCES OF THE U.S. AND THE GUN THE NFLSV WOULD GAIN MORE

SUPPORT FROM THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD.

B. THE CAMPAIGN WAS ALSO TC BRING PRESSUR

m

TO BEAR ON
THE U.S. AND THE GUN SO THAT THEY WILL BEGIK TO THIKK IN TER™S
OF ACCEPTING A COALITION GOVERNMENT AS SUGGESTED BY THE NFLSV.

C. THE CAMPAIGN WAS ALSO TO GAIN DZEPER SYMPATHY FROM TH:
AMERICAN PEOPLE WHO ARE PROTESTING AGAINST THE VIETNAM WAR,
AND TO SHOW THEM THAT PATRIOTIC PEOPLE IN VIETNAM MAVE THE
CAPABILITIES TO DEFEAT THOUSANDS OF AMERICAN AGRESSORS IN VIETNAM,
THE CAMPAIGN WILL ALSO CAUSE PRESIDENT JOHNSON'S PRESTIGE T0
BE LOWERED IN THE NEXT PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION.
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