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1. }le‘adquurters hes been edvised hy the
zatior Service that Ferenc Vejta, who wag-depo
States on § Febtruary 1950 es an undegirabls al
activities fin behalf of the Nazis ing: 11, Jesirce to re~
apply fer sinissior into the (jngte bs regird he kas
written to Senetar MeCarrs ¢ he\visids B return to the
TU. S. to "continue" hig ; sts
requested Senator lipe > tr-ittee on the
Judiciery, to iw N oo ~ Neyiew his Laigreticp case, ap~
parently to okfeix he Andy e X the Senctor's suppart for his
application to\re-dpter t j e goortation. In his corre-

ﬁr gration and MNaturali-
¢ Jrom the United
beecsuse of his

deporta”’ ion proces
former Commmist.”

2. Atteched for*your informstion is 2 copy of e letter from INS
to Senator leCarran, centalning all the particulers in the imigration
csse of Ferenc VAGTA end TMS' continwing reusons for deninl of eny
application sibject might subrit requesting permission to reapply for
admigsion to the U, S, A copy of the attachsd was forwarded to State
with the suggestion that the latter, in tuwrn, {orwrd 2 copy of it to
the Erbassy in Dogota.

3. In view of subject's past activitles as described in the /
attached and previoualy reported in grart deteil by raedquerters in
TLB-W-653 shortly after subject's arrivel in Bogota frde ghe '~F ‘ e
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headouarters would appreciute being kept advised of subject's activi-
ties in Colormbie,

4e In this co "-'-"‘“ﬂ“\; 26 stated that he
introduced VAJTA t S tie ctetes that VidTA, althourh somewhat
of a pest, uss helyp tc ory,
-
L. -y
JSY ‘\\_ES N !.‘ -
W TLGERER T g G Er: \
\ "

Frozycki/bn

2 april 1952

Based on DI}-577
dated 10 Yarch 1952,
m

SECRE} C 3




SECREY

lzrch 10, 1952
Deer Senetor YceCarran:

This is in reference to yowr letter of Februery 26, 1952, trans-
ritting for ccnsideration a letter and retition from Ferenc Vnjta,
presently a professor at the Universidad de los Andes in Togota,
Columbia, The letter and petition see¥ to l:zve your Cormittee review
his "immigration case," apparently to obtain "proral" vindicatior and
your sunport for “is application to reenter the Urited States after
deportation. Ycur letter asks for all the particulars in Vajta's case.

Ferenc Vajita is Hungerizn by birth, He was last 2 citizen of
Hungary, He entered the United States on December 1€, 1947, at Wew
York and wes admitted as a temporary visitor for a perioc of six months,
Iimediately upon his entry, public denunciation was mace that he was a
dengerous "Hungarisn Nazi," whese neixe eppeered on the list of war
criminals and who had been "the right hand ran of Hungary's I'azi leader,
Ferenc Szalasi." It was further alleged that he had escaped from
American custody vwhile avaiting trial or war criminal charges., In-
vestigation among the Hungesri:n element in the United States indicated
that these charges had substance., 4an im igration werrant of arrest
was issued on Jemuary @, 1948, and Vajta was imnediately taken into
custody under the werrant,

The principal charge in the warrant was to the effect that Vajta
entered the United States in violation of law, being an alien whose
entry was deerred "prejudicial ic the interests of the United States,"
Prior to cormencerent of the learing to determire V2jta's deportability,
consideration was given to making ai of{icial attempt to vrocure the
full evidence of Vajte's war criminality which was szid to be in the
possession of the People's Court in Budepest, Hungary. It was determined
that it was inadvisagble to make this attempt., 4s you know, in May 1947,
Hungary was converted into a Soviet satellite state by force. Addi-
tionally, this Service had obtaired from private sources evidence which
apreered to be sufficient to sustain the "prejudicial entry" charge.
Moreover, Vajtz was then in detention and it appeared that the costs
would be borne by the Covermment.

I emphasize the fact that *his Ce.vice's evidence did not com-
rrehend all of Vajta's war criminal activities, so that you will under-
stand that this rerly %o your letter dces not encompass all of Vajtals
var criminality,

You will recell that in 1945, despite the continued presence of
Soviet troops on Hungzrien soil after the Armistice, the ncen-Communist
Small Lencdholders Party heeded by Premier Hagy obtained majerity con-
trol of the Hungarian Government as a result cf free elections. (In
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this comnection, see :louse Report Fo. 1920, 80th Congress, 2nd Session,
1948, at P.P. 112-113,) This essentially democratic government issued
a decroe (o, 81/1945) pursuant to the Arristice Agreeront, declaring
vhat were to be the criteria for Hungarian war criminality, On day 3,
1945, the first 1ist of llungarian wer criminals was published, The
second 1ist was published on ifay 4, 1945, The name of Terenc Vajta was
incInded on this securd Hungarisn war criminal list emong those de-
clared to be war crizdnals "for having done intellectual work in the
service of the most intensive vrosecution of the war and in support

of the Arrow Cross (Tascist) movenent,” So far as this Service's in-
formation indicates, Vajta's name was ‘wver removed f{ro: this list,

One iartin Himider testified as 2 witness for the Govermment
at Vajta's departation hearing. He was Chief of the Offloe of
Strategic Servioce's Rungarian Section. According to his testimony,
the democratic Fungarian Govermment furnished us the list of the
porsons it wanted as war crinminale in or sbout the summer of 1945.
Himrler received orders from Justioe Jackson and Gencral Donovan
that on their capturs, the Hungarian war criminals were to be
interrogated in preparation for their trial either at Nurembwrg or
in Fungary, The Rungarian Coverrrent established a People's Court
in Budapest to try the Hungerian war criminals, By arrangement, the
Hungarian war criminals captured by our troops were turned over to
this People's Court, together with a1l seized records of their war
crizina) activities, i'izmler, himself, delivered these csptured
records to the President of the Hungarian People's Court in September
1945,

Vajta was smong the Hungarien war criminals captured by cur troops.
Himmler interrogated him in Furstenfeldtruck, Germany, on Junes 20, 1945,
Vajta esdmitted to Himmler that hs, Vajta, had been Editor-in-Chief of
the Hungarian peper "AZ CRSZAG," and that es a reward for his work, he
wvas appointed consul in Vienna, Austris, by the lungarian Nasi leader,
Szalasi, after the Germans ocoupied Hungsry in 1944, Among the seiged
documente there was found correspondence in vwhich Vajta urged the
Hungarian Governmant to rush deported Jews from Budapest, and gave as-
suranos that he, Vajta, would be able to distribute them among the
various concentration camps in Cermany and Austria, Himler's con-
cluaion from review of the captured files of the Rungarian Consulate
in Vienna was that Vajta definitely came within the war criminal
clasgificetion established by the United MNations Var Crimes Comission,
However, as explained, Vajta's case was turned over to the Hungarians
for prosscution, in lieu of trial befare the International !ilitary
Tribunal at Puremburg.

About two weeks after his interrogation by Fimder, Vajta escaped
fron custody of our troops and made his way to the French zoms of
Austria, Nine separate requests were made for his surrender to owr
forces, Himaler testified that Vajte gave informaticn to the French
vhich enabled the French to recover 6,000 kilograms of buried gold.
As a reward, Vajta was employed as an informer by the French security
forces, Despite the nromises of the French to surrender Vajta to our
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troops, he wae not pwrrendered. Instead, he wes assisted ar permitted
to escape to Italy.

Szalasi, the Pungarian llazi lsader, and his principal henchmen
wvere tried and executed as traitors by the Hungarian authorities for
their war crimina) activities, It is not kmown vhethexr Vajta was
ever tried in absentia by the Hungarier People's Coxrt.

Another witness for the Covernment at Vajta's deportation hearing
vas Zoltan Pfeiffer. Pfeiffer was leader of the Hungarian Independence
Party, the chief opposition party in Hungary during the period up to
1947 when Hungary was nominally free of Cormumist domination, Ye,
himself, suffered viclence at the hands of the Commmists when the

Cammnists seized control of the Govermment by force in 1947,
(See House Report No. 1920, S0th Congress, 2nd Session, at P, 113.)
He testified as to his own anti-Commmist, democratic attlitude, He
identified Vajta as the well Xncwn Hungarian newspeper figure who, from
the beginning, was in the forefront of those "political careerists”
who champicned the Nasi cause, In this respect, Vajta was "outstanding
with his most extreme attitude,” His articles glorified the Nasis,
About 11 1943, Vajta founded the "AZ (RSZAG." This was the semi-
offi r of the Foreign linistry of Hungery., The editorial
poligy of 9AZ CRSZAG" incited the Hungar:an veopls to join the war
on the side of the Cermans, and made very violent attacks against the
Anglo-Saxon peoples and their armed foroes, Pfeiffer asserted that
Vajta was ungquestionably nersonally responsible for the extrems politi~
cal 1im of the paper,

It was adduced at the learing that the Cermans occupied Eungary
in March 1944. Significantly, Vajta continwed to publish the "AZ ORSZAG"
during the Cerman ocoupation. In September 1944 Regent Horthy vas
considering meking a ssparate peace with the Allies, The Germans
learned of this., With Gerran aid, Ssalasi, the Hungerian Hezi leader,
seliged power by dfetat about Getober 15, 1944, Sszalasi was head
of the irrow Cross (Ryilas) Party. In November 1944, the advance of
the Fussian troops threatened tc engulf all of Hungary., The Szalasi
Oovermmwnt made ready to flee towards Viemna, 4t this junctwre,
significantly, Ssalasi appointed Vajta First Consul at the Hungarisn
Consulate in Viemna, Vajta took office on November 14, 1944,

One Valentine Alexander Tocth testified as a witness for the
Government at the hearing., He served as Press Attache at the Nungarian
Consulate in Viemea wrior to, and efter, the arrival of Vajta, In-
mediately on arrivel, Vajta assumed substantial direction over comsular
affairs, Vajta ammounced that, thenceforth, he was to be the sole
consuler authority to aporove issusnce of the Hungarien passports. At
Vajta's request, the Cerman Gauleiter provided a swptuous villa for
the consulate's use,
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Wnilo at the consulate Vajta made his pro-llazl attitude very
evident, Toth testified that Vajta shcwed that "he was a hundred
per oent pro-Ragl." Vajta made the arrangercnts to reoceive the
evacuating Szalasi Government officials. He crganized the mstitu-
tion of Hungarian radio btroadcasts cver the Gexan pr
station $A Vienng. He did this under the goneral direction of
Perenc Fiala, Kereral Press Chief of fungary, to take the place
of the “ungarian radio in Budapest which had been nut out of opera-
tion by the Rwesiap advance, About 30 Fungeriens participated in
these brosdoasts, 'Uhen Fiala, the Fress Chief, was nct there in
person, Vajta had the decisive voice as to what would be btroadcast
over this official Hungarian radioc.

The fcregoing fairly sums up the evidence, Little or no credence
vag placed in Vajta's explanations and denials. This evidence clearly
established that at the time of enlry, Vajta was within the oclasses of
alions whose entry is deemsd *prejudicial to the public interest.” The
regulations of the Secretary of State, issued with the approval of the
Attorney General, defining these classss appear in Title S, Code of
Federal Regulatioms, Section 175.53, Vajta's proven activities trought
him within several of the "prejulicial entry" classes set out in these
regulations,

The controversy in Vajta's cass which led to the Board of Immi-
gration Appeals! reversing the order of this Service directing Vajta's
deportation on the "prejudicial entry” ground, involved only the
technical question whether this ground could be used in deportation, as
well as exclusion, proceedings. There was no di on the msrits
vhether Vajta corme within the classes of aliens se entry is deemsd
to be *prejudicial to the public interest,® The Attorney Ceneral re-
versed the Board's view and upheld this Service's position that the
prejudicial entry" charge could be used in deportation i arings,
Vajta's attorney took only this technical issue to the cowrts, He did
not challenge the factual finding that Vajta was within the classes of
aliens vhose entry is deenmed to be prejudicial. Ths United States Dis-
trict Court for the Southern District of New York and the Sourt of
appeals for the Second Circult sustalned the Attorney General's and
this Service's view that the "prejudicis)l entry” regulations established
a clessof aliens excluded by law, vithin the reaning of the deportation
section of the Imigration ict of 1917 (8 U,S.C. s 155),

Upon being upheld in the courts, this Service issued s warrant of
deportation on dugust 31, 1948, directing Vejta's deportetion to
Italy, if that country would accept hirm, otherwiss to Fungary, Italy
refused to acespt hin, Vajta besought permission to cdepart to Colombia,
claining that his life would be in danger if he retwrned to Europe. -
This permission was granted. He departed fror the United States under
the order of deportation by aircraft on February 5, 1950, destined to
Bogota, Colonbia, He thus stands deported in pursusnce of law and cannot
respply for entry without permission,
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This Service does not have before it an application by Vajta for « .
pervission to reapply for admission after deportation. However, it is
noted from hie ocorrespondence with you that he prcposed to apply to
the Attorney General for such pernission and is seeking to enlist your
eid in this connectipn.

As the foregoing .hmﬂ.c%gake clear, most of the claims in Vajla's
letter and petition to 1&9 particularly his clain that he was declared
a var criminal *y Russ &dn_q'becam of his anti-Communist activities,
are not in accord with the facts, Without gainsaying Vejta's anti-
Communist protestations, this Service corsiders thet his notorious past
activities in benhalf of the Fasis would be enough to warrant deniel of
any spplication he might submit requesting permission to reapply for
admission to the United States after arrest and depcrtation, Fr ther-
more, the record establishes that Vajta is mandatorily excludable as
an alien vhose entry is deered to be "prejudicial to the public interest,”
and this ground of excludability cannot, under the law, b6 waived in the
cage of an alien seeking admission to the United States to reside.

In view of your expressed desire for all of the partioculars in
into oonsiderable detail in this response. How-
other information you desire, please let me mow
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mittee are retwrned herewith,
Sincerely,

8/ Argyle R. iackay
Commissionsr
Enclosures
Honorable Pat NeCaxrran

Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate

¥ashington, D, C,
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