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Nr. flerve u'Heureur
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wWashington °5, D, .

3/ Director, Central Intellirence Agency
2430 2" Street. U.%.
¥aghiangton 25, . C. Att: L. s T Eirkpeirick. Aset. Olreclor

DOC. MICRO. gEN.

Dear Sir:

There sre en-losed, as of interest to jour agency, coples
of a letter of even date from this Service resronding to a
req.est from Senstor McCarran for n~ll tle particulars in the
immigretion cree of Ferenc Vrjta.

From Vajta's correspondence with Senator McC-rran, it
sppears that he is preeently a Frofessor at the Universided
de los sndes, Calle 18-A Carrers, l-¥, Apartado rerso 4976
(Aviznca), Bogota, Colombia. His letter expresees his desire
to return io :he Uni:ed Ststes to "contimue” hirc "fight against
\l:e Comrmunists.” He chrracterized lartin Eimmler (Himler), who
was a principal witness for the Government st his deportstion
proceedings, as”"the fungarisn torn 0.S5.S. agent and a former
Communist. "

\ It is sugges ed that a copy of tre encloced letter be
furnighed the Fmbaesy in Bogota, nnd anv comeulsr "lookout"

. relatinrs to Vajte be brought up-to-dnte. ‘“hen thise Service

| bad Vajte under deport-tion rroceedings, information concerning
nim vaps received from the Centrsl Intelligence Agency under
secret refarence No. DB-7222g2, =14 corresrondence wes had with
+he Vige Division under file Vuo-811.111 Vs jta, Ferenc.
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Dear Senatcr Melarran:

This 18 in reference to you: latter of February 26, 1952 treas- !
a-itting for consideration a letter and petition Irom Feremc Vajta, )
presently a professor at the Universidad de los Andes in Bogotas, : :
Colusbis. The letter and petition seek tc have yo.r Coxittes review |
his "ismigretion case", apparently tc obtain "woral® vindication end |
your sugport for his application to reenter the United States after ,
deportation. Your letter asks for all the ,articulars in Vajta's case.

Fersnc Vajls is Hungarian by Lirt:, iHe was last a citisen of |
Hungary. Be sntered the United states on Dscemter 16, 1947 at New \
York and was adzitted as & tasporwyy visitor for a period of six months,

I»mclhulg u;on s entry, ;ublic demuncistion was nade that he wes a .
dangerous *. Nasi®, whose nome appeared on the list of war |
crisioals and who had ‘sun "the right hand zan of Bungary's Xasi leader,

PerencS3alasi.," It was further allsged that he had escayed from

Amsrican custody while awmsiting trial on war criminal charges. In-

vestigation asong the Hungarisn elsaent in the United States indicsted

that these charges had substance. Ain immigratien warrant of arrest

was issued on January Y, 1943, and Vajta was immediately taken into

custody under the warrant.

The principal charge in the marrant mas 1o the effect that 7Tajta
entsred the United States in vioclation of law, beiug an alien vhose
entry was doemed *prejudicial to the iaterests of the Unitec states.”
Frior to commencement of the hearing to deteraine Vajtats doporhbmw,
oonsideration was given to making an cificial attempt to ;roours the
full evidence of Vajta's war coriminality which was said w bs in the .
rossession of the laoplets Court in Dudapest, Hungary. It was deterndned |
that it was inadvissble Lo make this attumpt. As you kaow, ip May 1347 .
Hungary was converted into a Scviet satellite state by foroe. Ad~ .
ditionally, tnis Service had ol-tained frow ;rivate scurces evidence .
wioh appeared to e surficlant o sustaln the *prejudicial entry” |
charge. ‘oreover, vajta was then in detention ard it a. psared that
+he costs wiuld be boroe by the Uovernment.

I enphasige the fact that this Service's evidence did not oom- .

all of Vajta's war criminel uctivities, so that you will under- .

stand that this re;ly te your letter doss nut encocpass all of Vajta's ,
war crieinslity. '

Tou will recall Wt in 1245, des;ite Um continued ;.esence of

ﬂovﬁ.et trec; 5 on Hungarise soll after the Arnistice, ths non~Conmunist
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Sxall Lamliolders Parly czad.: ¥ ooomder Hacy o i majorivy
eontrol of the Hunearian Joomnrent us w Sodult ¢ Jree dlect.cuse
{7a il ccanection, sct L uss o urt G 1,2y W Linuress, Snd
Session, 1o, 8b 1. o Jii=lloe) Thiy ess:ntdally democratio

L0 b i8sues & dwel.- (Koo 1/1045) ;urmuent to e - lstice
Agrea:ent, decla:in: vhyt wire %c o tie ¢ :liter.a .or Hungarian

war orisinelity. WM olay o, VL5 he Jlisn tisb ! Hungarisn sar
orisiculs was uwbilnande The Selrn 1340 vas , Lllishke on WAy 4,
1048. ‘The name of Fervix .:jts =as locluded on this ascond dungs-
rian war orininul 118% swn, 11099 Jeslered ¢ 6 war <rirl.sls

sfor having dene -ntellactual  +cis &n e #ervize of tie sust ntene
sive jresacutivn of the wor .-. 17 %y, 6t 0 L2 drrow Cross
(Tasofst) =ove.ent,® o far w2 .18 larvice's lnjoaation indicsues,
vajta's naxe > .3 nevar cowivel fres s iste

“ne yurtisMl:ozly: tesiiits. s & witoesa Yor Lhe Lovernwent
at Vajte's de ortution hearie, . e wae Cile: of the Tfilcw of
stratesic Servicels Hurgarian [ cuic e Acrering to Pis ‘esVsox,
the derocrdtic Kuniariun Jevernenn lurnished us ne 11 .4 of the
jorscns 1t wantea g wer orti. ltuls lu or &.tut tne sc -er ¢f 1945,
Himsler revcivad crders frea Jus:lec Juckson and Geungsl . onevan
that on Yhair capture, the Huhgariin =ar orlx.cels ware to be
interrogated o ;re aratica "¢r thafz nial elther at Nuremburg or
in Husgary. The Hungarizn Ocverment established & fecjlets Court
in Budspest WO try the Humparian war cri:inals. !y arromge-sist, the
Bungarisn wer orir.nals ca, tured by our troc,s wore tuimel over W
this Feo,lets Ccurt, togetier with .1l seised reccrds i their war
arininal activities, Hinalas-, hinmsslf, Seliverei tnese oaptured
retords tc the rresident of the Hungarisn r¢c,1e's ‘curt in Je;-ter er
1945,

Vajta was amor.. ha langerisn war orocooaals cupbured L our troops.
Himsler interrogktel i .a | urstenfeldi ruck, usrmsny on June U, 1945.
Vajta admitted to Hi ule:r thst he, Vajta, had tesn Zditer-in-Chisf of
the Rungerisn ;ayer "AZ Ti5:AG%, and thel 28 a revary for nis work, he
was appointed consul ia Vienias, Austria -y tue Hun:arian Nas: leasder,
Ssalani, after the Cersans cccupies Huncury im 19/4. Asong Lhe selsed
doousents thers wms found norres,n:ence in whiioh Vajtu urged the
Hunyarisn Covermacnt to rush de,orve: J-we {run Dudapest, ani .ave as-
serance that he, Vajts, would .2 alle to Ilstri ute thes axung the
various concentration Cesps 10 Gearmany Ak 1u9371 8. Hiwwmlerts rsoim
clusion fren ceview of ths captured :iles ¢f the Hunjirian cn-:leate
in Viema was that Vajta definitely ca:s vithin the war cricinal
classifi ation ents lished by the Unitea Nat ous “ar .rirea ‘anciesion.
Yowever, a8 ex;lained, Vajig's case was tuined cver tr the Hungsilans
fer ,rosecuticu, in lieu e¢f trial efore the Imternaticnal v litary
Tritunsl st Muremturl.

Atiut two weeke after his interrogativs ¥y Ui.aler, Vajlia ssceped
frer custody of our troups and rade s way tc tha Frennkh 3cne of

o
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Astria. Nine separits requests -ere mace Jor ds :urrendor te our
forces, lilsmler testified tiat Vajta o lafcrwailcn to the French
whlch ona led the fremel: to recover 6,000 kilorrass of wuried ;cld.

A & .evand, Vajla mes ¢ loyed wi an [uforcer by the Freush security
forces. Despite tho , rcuises ol ‘ho ¢ronch Lo surrender Vajia to cur
treoie, he mss not surrandered. Inatsul, e was assisled or er-itted
o escspe to Italy.

Ssalasi, the Aun;ari.n Hazi leadar, and his | rised;4l heaohron
were tried and erecuted as troiters by tiwe hHungarian suthoritlies for
their war crimiual activities. It Is not kacwu stetier Vajta was
ever tried in absentia %, the Iuacarian Teoplets Court.

Ancther witness r'rr the Ucvernuont at Yajta's decortation hearing
s Zol eiffer, ifeiffer was leader ¢l the Hungarian Indejendence
Party, thé¢ crief oppoaition ;arty in Hungary during ke period up to
1947 when Hungury was nominally free of Conunist donination. e,
hizself, suffered violsaoe at i::¢ hanis of tho Corzunists wien the
Hungarian Com unists seised control of the Jovemusnt by foarce in 1947,
{See House Ge; crt No. 1920, 30th Congress, 2nd Jes:ion, at P. 113.)
He testified as tc¢ nis omn anti-Communist, democratic attitude. He
identified Vajta as the well-kaown Hungarian newspeper [ipure who, from
the begiming, was iu the forsfront of those *political careerists®
wno chaspioned the Naal cause, In this respect, Vujts was "outstanding
with his rest extrese attitude.” iHis articles (lorified the desis,
About A.ril 1943, Vajta founded the "AZ ORSZAC®. This was the semi- --°
official .aper cf the Foreign Xinistry of Hungary. The sditorial
policy of the ®AZ 2RSZAG" inoited the Hungarian pec:le to join the war
on the side of the Germans, and maie very violent attacks against the
Anglo-Saxon pec;les and their armed forces. Pfeiffer asserted that
Yajta was unquesticnaoly persomally responsille for the extrers polit-
108l lina cf the ; sper,

I3 was adduced it the hesring that the Sermans occu;.ied jungary
in March 1944, Signitlcantly, Vajis contimued tc zut:lish the ¥AL ~nSZAGe
during the German occupetion. In Se;turs! er 1944 Regent Herthy was
considering raking & separate peace wit. tle Allies. The Cerwans
learned of this. Vith Cerzan aid, Szalasi, the Huncarian Nezi lesder,
seised jower by coup 4! etat a:cul Octcher 15, 1244, Ssalasi was head
of the Arrow Cross (Nyilas) Psrty. In hcvacber 1944, the advince of
the Russisn troops threatened to engulf ail c! flungary., The 9salasd
Govermment made resdy tc flec towards Vienna, At this Juacture,
significantly, Ssalasi appointed Vajta First Coas..l at the Nungarian
Consulate in Viemna, Vajta ucok niiice on kovember 1i, 1944.

One Valentine alexandepfoth testified a3 a witness for the
Govermsent at the hearing. fie ser:ed as FPross ittache st the Hungarian
Comasulate in Viemnsa prior to, and after, the arrival of Vajta. Im-
nedistely on arrival, Vajta sssused suw:stantial direction over consular
affairs, Vajla a: ounced that, thenceforth, he was to Le the uole
oonsular authority to a, ;rove issusnce of the hungarian passports. At
Vajta's request, the German Caulelter ;rovided a sumptuous vills for
the consulate's use,
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While at the consulete Vajta made his pro-Nazi attitude very
evident, Toth testified that Vajta showed that "he was a hundred )
per cent pro-Nazi," Vejta made the arrangeasnts to receive the |
evacuating Szalasi Government officisls. te organized the institu-
tion of Hungarian redio broadcests over the German propaganda
gtation in Viemna, He did this under the general direction of
Ferengfiala, the Gemeral Press Chief of Munsary, to take the place
of the Hungarian radio in iudapsst which had been ut out of cpera-
tion by the Russian advance, Sbout 30 Hungariens participated in
theze broadcasts. ithen Pimla, the Press Chlef, was no! there in
person, Vajta had the decisive volce as to what would be broadcast
over this of{’icial Humgerisn radio.

The forepgoing fairly sums up the evidence, Little or no eredence
was pl ced in Vajta's explanations and denlals, This evidence cleerly
established that at the tire of entry, Vajta was within the classes of
aliens whose entr; is deemed "prejudicial to the nublic interest." The
regulations of the Secretary of 3tate, 1ssued with the approval of the
Attorney General, defining these classes eppear in Title 8, Code of
Foderal Regulations, Section 175,53, Vajta's proven activities brought |
him within severnl of the "prejudicinl entry" clusses set out in these
romilations.

The controversy in Vajta's case which led to the Goard of Im-
dgraticn Appeald' reversing the order of this Service directing Vajta's .
deportation on the "prejudicisl emtry" grouwnd, involved only the
tectnical question whether this ground could be used in deportetion, as
well as sxclusion, proceedings. There was no dispute on the merits
whether Vajta came within the classes of eliens whose entry is deemsd
to be "prejudlicizl to the pubilic interest.," The ittomey General revorsed
the Board's view and upheld this 3Serviee's position that the "prejudicial
entry" charge could be used in deportation hesringse Vajta's cttommey
took only this technical issue to the courts. le did not challenge the
factual finding that Vajta wmes within the classes of aliens whose entry
ie deemed to be prejudicial. The United States Vistrict Court for the
Southern District of New York and the Court of Apperls for the Second
Ciprcult sustained the Attormey Cenersl's and this Service's view th-t
the "prejudiclal entry" regulations cstablished & class of aliems ex-
cluded by law, within the meaning of the deportation section of the
Ianigration Act of 1917 (8 U.S.C. 8 155),

Upon beins upheld in the courts, this Service issued u werrant
of daportation on August 31, 1948, directing Vajta's deportatiom to
Italy, if that commtry would zecept him, othervise to Rungary. Italy
ref sed to accept him. Vajta besought permisaion to depart to Colombis,
claizning that his life would be in danger 1f he returned to lurope.
This permission was granted. He departed from the United States under
the order of deportation Ly airereft on Februsry 5, 1950, destined to
Bogota, Colombis, [le thus stands deported in pursuence of law and cannot
reapply for entry without permission,

This service doers not have before it en applicatiocd by Vajta for
permisc-ion to reapply for adnission after deportation, However, it le
noted from his correspondence with you that he proposes te apply to
the Attommey General for such permission and is seekinr to enlist your
aild in this comnection,
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*g te [arrgaing woanld nake rloor, mort af b olefes fn VeJtels
let tar snd ~etition to you, '~ rideni-rlr iis ol+di thrt re wae decloTid
o war ord-ir 1 Ly Tussicn sxder tacruse of it ntlefomandst eetivities,
are no' In  conpd with the frots, 1 o mtneeying Vnjtats snilaomgwe
nlet peareet tjous, this cervice eomel :rs to-t vie v torioue peet
retivits e 4y s L€ af e Basic woun. . '
any applicntion te mtpint ewlmit reounsting  vrefeel n to res: ly for
adxierlor to tie Wndliad  toiee ~ftey srrest nd Je srt-tion, AR
®ore, the ro or’ est bileher -t Veite e cpadniopily evcludrtle as
ap rlien wiore entry i# Jeemed to be Tprofudicini > 1ublie intereat®,
and thig rrovnd of exeludebility crivot, under toe ., be wriwed 1 the
caes of 2o nlien seeking sadmienion b the Unlted Strles te resids,

Ir. vigw Af your emyassed deeire for al. of the particul~rs in
this emra, I hmve gane into considarsile detni] 1 this res onen, ‘ow-
sver, Lf there is ray other informatlon you derire, rlenrr 18t rme knrw
and I sherll be zlad to try and Zfurnieh ft.

Vajtala lstter and vetition addree-sd to you rod the Judlelory
Comvittee are returne! herewith.

DR G T

Tneclazures fonzieslon e

Copormdla :at He'arren

Chaimesn, Commitiec on -to Jurinrisry
United States enate

¥ashington, N, I,
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