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. B ‘Attnxc pui OATE: __k dJune 1952
FROM : Chief of Stavion, Vj,.m.s‘* - B
SUBJECT: arvemi—  Operational .n\ s ( s i 'f-f._ r / '

seecrc—  Interrogation of Bertalan GEOCZE

1. F_:_)humdonl'llwlmfron!r.no tonio of MIS, Bad Reichenhall,
that two Hungarians, lasslo"MAZINGER and Bertalasn , were Jailsd by the Gerwan
Border Police for repeated illegal border crossings from Austria to Germany and

b.cktoMmmtmuthawldhinumptodmmconrigwmww

2. Since GEOCZE is knowm from the Gruesome/Chester project as an intelligance 4
operator, upon (" ] request ) Anterrogted him in Bad ¥
Reichenhall in order to estadlish the followang: .

a. Is he or is he not a Commnist sgent provocateur?
b, Ishe or is he not an intelligence fabricator?

¢. Doss he have contacts in Hungary which could be exploited
for intelligence purposes?

d. “Are thers any control factors xe ocould use in exploiting
- GBOCZE's possibilities? :

3. The contasts by [C TJon 19 May and by [C  TJon 22 May showed that one
could not arrive at clear-cut snswers to ths above questions without & month-long
interrogation of GEOCZE, in view of the sxtensive material and in view of hie
character. On thess two meetings GEOCZE firmly denied fabrication and maintained
that his reports were obtained from bona fide sources through clandsetine channels.
In order to shorten the proceams (. Jarranged for a carriage test through Mr.
Gislow of CID, Salsburg, for 26 Kay. A room was rented at the Pension WAIDEMUIEHIE
st Bad Reichenhall for "s medical specialist®, and GEOCZE was sscorted by & =J
fros the Reichenhall jail to this room for "medicel examination”. GEOCZE suffers
from a serious stomsch ailment with recurrent spasms, in spite of his undergoing
several operations. On ths morning of the carriage test he felt well, although
he did not use medication.

4. Wen ] explained to him the nature of the carriage test, BOCZE
instantly aduitted to intelligence fabrication and revealsd his intelldgence
background as followss -
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5. GEOCZE began his intelligence career in 1932 as informent for Istvan
«»JORTHY who was sager to fi-d out the origin of adverse rumors about Regint HORTHY
and his femily in ilungary. In 1934 GEOCZE was put on ths payroll of the Cabinet-
buresa by HORHY. ALl the whils he retained hia job as a school teacher at Sopron.

S. In 192 he was recruited by the German 3D. Istvan HORTHY, who wanted
(20CZ8 to learn more about German intentions in Hungary, allegedly aprroved of the
affiliation. In 194, GEOCZE was recruiting stay-behind agents for the Germans, who
wpected the oviet to taks over Hungary. Some of these men, whom he failed to
nae, could allegedly be recontacted. Organization of stay~behinds was not com-
plated because the radios which had been promised were never distrituted,

T. Upon cessation of hostilities GEOOZE laft Sopron in ordsr to svads possible
persscution as former SD agent, He left in Sopron his mistress, Rosa HECK, and took
along with him his wife and thred children, \;\J,l‘ .

8. To awid dstection of being a forwmer SD nan GEOCZE travelsd constantly
after the Sovist ocoupled the country until the end of 19%46. In 1946 he befriended
a young AVO man in Hegyeshalom by-the name of stvan FEHER, whom ba provided with
false school credentials which snabled FEHER to secure officer status with the AVH E
and to becoms captain of Border Guards. PEHER is now stationed at the Manresa . W
Building, Budspest. _jngther parson who received false sclwol oredentisls from - -
GBOCZE is one Ferencs SILLYE, who,\according to GEOCZE, is now with the Hungarian .
Planing Offiocs, GEOCZE, fesling that he was now “protected”, entered the CP at :
the end of 19%5 and secured mmployment as teacher at Hegyeshaloam. v

w—— N

9. During the summer of 1947 Roza ECK appeared in Hegyeshalom, and subse- ;
quently GEOCZE was questioned twles, once in August and once in December 1947, by A
the AVO regarding his past. He claimed that he was anti-German and stated that t
for one month he was under arrest by the ID-=which was true, However, arrest was )
made in l
i

viavw of bis refusal to carry out an ordar which GEOCZE oonsidered unjust.
(No details asked or given.)

10, Pearing that the police investigation had been brought on bty BECK's do- ,
nounciation and fearing that she may provide proof, GROCZE fled in Pebruary 19,8 }
to Vienna. mmdn%wnmmhaddmuWMrstr. '
In Bruck GEOCZE met Lajos , who found that GEOCZE had material of inter-
esst to western intelligence organisations and had not been debriefed bty CIC nor MIS.
Through Arp , & friend of Noviss EDIAX, (EOCZE was recommended to QySrgy
KOLIENYI, a Zipperite who recruited him as covrier agent after debriefing him,

11. In Kay 1949 he was sent back to Hungary on his first mission, which he
accomplished satisfactorily. On the way out he smuggled to Austris one EditkKIss.

e e e et et s

12, In the course of 1949 he made two additional trips to Hungary. Each time
he had a mmggling assigment in addition to his int gonce mission., On these
b nasd

o_trips. ha nsed as a safs house the home of ; uncle of Edith KIS9
at Irdliget. Ths intelligence oollected was unor od and ﬁm‘m“_“‘ W
for bis o visual observations. h
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13. mmxmm%hlﬂmmmumumzmmehmrkontmx

part would be required to organise the reports into a pressntabls and acceptabls

form. Therefore the reports were returned to GBOCZE with the request that he
"brush them up", ’

L. At first this task involved merely scmo basic research, such as ocoordi~
nating and checking dravings with available towm maps, putting in the exact
ssimuths, co-ordinates, sto., In the course of this research work GEOCZE found in
the Railroad Museus snd in the Technical Museum of Vienna a mase of technical data
and drawings on Hungary with wvhich he "supplemented” his reports and got awvay with
it, Step by step he became a dyed-in-the-wooi "fabricator”,

15, He »still attempted to retain contact with his "agents® in Hungary and
with various msnsmugglers; however, the low lsvel data furnished by these wvas used
merely to give an authentic air to the "mamufastured® reports on railroad profiles,

bridges, oto.

16. Through the mansmgglers he obtained Hungarian technical periodicals, in
wiich he found forms used by the Nationalized Hungarian factories to report their
weakly production data. These GEOCZB used to formulate up-to-date production re-
ports on the basis of information which he obtained from refugees; He claime that-
his shipping lists on iustro Hungarian railroad traffis wers gemuine and that he
obtalned data for these lists through JoseSBICSIK and Karoly BTEDIER, both of
wvhom allegedly have been arrested hy the Soviet or by Hungarian suthorities.

17. The following of his contacts are still available today:

18, Rubert cﬂn.ucu, Vienna IVIII, Thimiggasse 54. He is a former sergeant
of the Iuftwache; an Austrian; traveling in the Soviones of Austria.

19. Jum, Viema XVIII, Hockegasse or Glockegasse 5/3—a city apart-
nent house, EKAISER works in the "Winterhafen® as a ship motor mschanic and is
frequently working among the Messhart ships, where he retains contact with Mes-
shert personnel ugh these individusls (unidentified) he receives meassges
from ons Jossef EZR, a Danube River helmsman residing at Tolna. plies the
river between Mohacs and the Matyas Rakosi Works at Csepel, dnlf."v%rlng ooal to the
Matyas Bakoui Works, Today he is used as a lsttertox for Ist 'AT03, Sr., and
Istvan TATOS, Jr., residents of Ujfehértd, TATOS, Jr., is a railroad employee at
Nyiregyhaza, and his sister (name uninown) is married to another railroad man
employed at Zahony. They furnish “news items® for RFE broadcasts.

e
20. Istvan SZAB), a resident of Lipot village near GySr. Shortly after the
war 3ZABO Joined the Communist Party at GEOCZE's insistence and beceme a distri-
butor for the Communist publishing firm "Ssikra®. 5ZAB) served as a courier be-
tveen Gydr and Mickelsdorf, Austria, whers he delivered his material to one Karl
-in tura passed. it to. of .
1949, but according to GEOCZE he is still free snd oould be activated. Although
his education is limited and he is not very articulate, GEBOCZE thinks highly of him.
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21, MEETOPATA, an Aust~ian residenmt of Parndorf. LOPATA is a former cou-
tutotwmmhumt been used since the arrest of Karoly STADIER. This
contact could eventually bs renswed.

2, u.m‘kfmm, an Austrian citizen of Hungarisn descent. GEOCZE did not
have his address at hand. NABATH haas contacts with technical personnel working
_ with the tirms "Wiener Briicke", "Biro and ¥Vagner®, and the "Siesens® works, all
nndu-mn h‘unmmd-nmdmmlinhuumtomtm-hwt
| various machinery, and this channel is now used by GEOCZE to obtain material for
his current employer, m_ummum (Incidentslly, GEOCZE claims that
mmummu«ﬂ"mwmwomuomammm
Whtymummtmmwtwm&Mofm
refugees

23. GEOCZE is contasted svery two weeks by an employee of the Sicherheits-
direction, Vienna, named PLACHY, The latter is informed conceruing most of
(BOCZE's sotivities and oxunds police pmucunn in exchange for infomation,

2k, He is po longer oontntwithmlms,nfounrﬂmpdmmn-
toms guard, nor with AV JBERLFALUSI, both of whom are known to him as intelli-
gouce fabricators, Atpmemmmmprwapu.mmupwm
Vienns among Hungarian refugees. ;

25, After the above confession by GEOCZE the test ran as follows:
=T M '
1, Is your real name Bertalan GEOCZE?

N

2, Were you born at Ungvar?
3. Are your childrea and wife in Hungary?
4. Did you have breakfast today?

5. Wers you ever or are you no¥ in touch with any Soviet or
Communi st-controlled agenocies?

6. Do you mmoke?

7. Are you a Commniat

8. Are you marrisd?

9. Do you have reliable informants in Hungary?

10, Is your current residente in Mungary?
11, Were the statements you gave me today sll true?
K 12, Were you ever arrestdd, other than the cases you reported to me?
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26, Upon listing the questions to GEOCZE the latter reiterated that he was
s CP member but not a Commnist in 1946-47. He further confessed that in Jamary
1952 an unimown Hungarim security sgent called him on the phone and subzequently
passed to him, through P, 0. Box 180, a lstter requesting him to cooperate with
the AVH and alsc requesting a personal mesting. Tthe meeting did not materialize.
The Hungarian agent never meationed the name of GEOCZE and addressed him by his
slias, Ing. Prichler. The incident vas reported to Mr. "Mark" of CIC and to Herr

Plachy.
TEST 2

K second test was run i Wiich the quastions aid answex's to xumbers 1 and 2
were the same, ’

3. ﬁouwuormyoumineontutviththo individuals whoss names I just
1isted? (namds of all the prominment iustrian intelligenco-fabiicators;... .
mch as Jose , Wilhelm-HOETTL, etc.) no

h. Did you have breakfast today? . yos

5. Were you ever or are you now in touch with any Soviet or. SN
Communi st-oontrolled agenciss? no

6. Do you msoks? yos

(

7. Did you return in porson to Hungary in 19497 _ . yos

8. Are you married? yos

9. Do you have reliable informants in Hungary? yeos

10. Is your current residsnce in Vienna? yos

11, Are you currently in contact with others than those given in
your statements today? no

12, Do you have reliabls courisrs to Hungary? yes

13. This is now a dslicate question (pauss). Do you belisve in God? yos

TEST #3

27, A third t;ut, was givon to see vhother subjeot is a good reactor. Quas-
tions mumbevs 1, 2, and'3 were the same as in the second test, Question mmber 4
the atatessnt, "Your future dspends now on this question*. Then,

srrogater had cha -questiontng;—--~—
the statement was mads, "You don't have to answer any more questions.”
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28, [T ] fond subjoct a good reactor. No indication was obsorved
that he was or ie &0 sgent of the opposition or that he had lied. Subject bioke
down twice during the interrogation when conversation revolved around thi siitiject
of his children in Hungary. To Kollenyi he had denisd in the past Lisving a wife
sud children in Fungary, because he lsarned that Kollenyl may blacigueil his .con-
tacts into cooperation, and he did not wish to furnish such potential lever.

Conglusdon
29. On the basis of the carriage test we arrived at the folloving answers
to the four questions listed in paragraph 2. .

a: It 1s belleved that GEOOZE is not & Commnist ageat.

b. GCEOCZE admitted to being a fabricator; yet at the same time be
claims he mads efforts to eatablish a gemine intelligence net-
work in Hungary. In this endsavor, he covered the field, in our
opinion, systematically and effectively--considering the mesns at
his disposal. The fact that he turned fabricator could be at
least partly attributed to lack of proper control and guidance on

" the part of his former comtrol agents, lanoxy and Xollsuyi. .

¢. He probably bas sontacts in Hungary which could be exploited for
intelligence purposes. GEOCZE expressed his willingness to sudmit
hinself and also his couriers to any control, including repsated

carriags tests.

d. We have hardly any control factors at our disposal in dealing with
GBOCZE. He is fond of mongy. He seemingly longs to establish him-
self as a man of good standing with the U. S. anthorities, primarily
to securs steady employment from which he hopes to gain improvement
in health. Yet the strongest control factor is in the hands of
the opposition, i, o., he is very fond of his thres children. His
wife has littls rols as a control factor, because he is estranged
fron her, Dut the opposition is probably aware already of his true
jdentity and knows his whereabouts.

Regommendation

30. It is believed by the undersigied tha. wore GEOCZE to receive proper
guidance and training under a senior case officer he would become an efficient in-
telligence operator. If the security problems listed in the previous paragraph
can be solved, GEOCZE could be considered for employment.

Contaol Jyrangements

1. MOUTE Vill Fewdpilss aryone-ne-sn-swsoctereof_ it odll mhow
him a slip of paper with the question: "Reggelisett ma?" (Did you have breakfast
today?) He can ba reachsd at Vienns Postsleinsdorferstrasse 60. :




P

cre.s-
PRI S I

t:-.

Y- Fiz AP3y- 2

.

7 = S RTE PRIy

with the topics dis-

garian or Cerman with GEOCZE

who administered the carriags test and watched for possible
to follow the conversation in Hun

s

and althongh aware of intelligence interest, is not familiar

cussec,

G

32.
reactions

&

» showed

A cursory interrogation of Ma¥inger, a former schoolmate of GEQCZE

that he is of no specific operationsl interest to us.

33.
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v~ Iterregaticn of Bertalan ECIE

. .
. 1. [ Jisarved ea 17 Xay 1952 froa Kr. De_Anteais of )OS, Bud Meiebechall,
What W Muagariens, lasslo™PAZINQER and Bertelan T, were jalled by tbe OCerman
Brder Police for repeated Lllegal dorder srossings from Austria to wreary and
Wik ‘e uuru end that both could be uumpud wnder I3 eover n lsd Reiehen~

hall.

2. Since (WICTX (g l:va[ro- tre huou/‘nuuuruﬁ [ mm
eperator, wpon [ lrequent [ terrogated hin La Bad
Beledechall Lin erder o ¢stadllsn the following:

8 ls be or (s he not & Comsunist agent prowcateur?
- % Is he or 1s be not. .an intelll gence fabrieator?

"@e Dves be have sontasts in Hungary whieh mu be axplofted
© fer intelligence purposes?

. Lro there any eontrol factors we eould wse in expleiting
-. GOCZE'e pessibilitiss?

-3 Tee somtacte by “Jon 19 Kay and byl T'on 22 May showed thet eae
- oould mot arrive at elear-cut-dnswers Lo the adove questions vitbout & sonth-loag
interrogation of GOCZX, in view of Lthe extensive material and n view of hls
sharecter. On Lhese lvo meetings @QOCZX firuly denied fadrication and maintained
that his reports were edtained fro= Bans fide souress through slandsetine ehannels,

* 1n erder te shorten the procedure [ _Jarrangsd for & cartiage test threwgh Xr.
Qielow of CID, Salsburg, for 26 Xay. A room was rented at the Pensioa WALDDCINIR
ot Bad mmnmn for s nedical specialist®, and GROCTD was escorted by [ 1

g from the Reichenhall Jall to thin room for "sedical examination', EOCTR suffers

from s eerious stomach alloent vdth recurrent epasas, in spite of hie wndergping
seversl operations, On the morming of the ca~riage test he filt wll, utho‘p
| 7 ¢1¢ a0t nse medication, .

L. WeaT" erplained to hin the nature of the earriazs tast, LK
thetantly admitted to lnumpm fadbriqution and revealed bie inteliigence
N&md &8 follovet .
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- b wovnnu. the questions to LT the utur reiterated that he vas
8 C? member tut not & Commmuniet 4n 196-47. He further sonfessed that {a Jamuary
1952 an walnown Kungarim security ageat ¢alled him oa the phode and subesjusatly
passed, to hlm, thuough P, O, Tox LI, & letier Pequesting him Lo ecoperste wity

he AT and ale requesting & personal meeting, The mesting did not materialise,

LERTINNY

The Nungarian agent never mentioned the name of GXOCX and eddresced his ¥y Als

allss, Ing. Frichler, The incident was reported to Xr, *Mark® of CIC and to Herr
Placexy. ' o : :

R.T ¥ . : .

A 900004 tost vas mumquuuumwmnumnxmaz
were the sane,

3. Vere you er are you nov in contact with the individuals whoee names I Just
listed? (nu-o of all the prominent lustrian intelligence fabricators,

seh as Jose 1._3_\5; Wilhelx4xTTL, ete.) . Y
i ot you Bave breakfast today? : o yeo
$. Were you ever or are you now in touch m.h g Joviet or
’ Comsmunlet-controlled u-nc!.u? »0o
6. Do you mmoke® ’ ! C . . . yee
7.; Did you Peturn {n person to Hungary in 19497 . 'yn
0. Are you married? : ree
9.. Do you have l’ouobh'tn!orun;n 1n Hungary? . . yeo
10:. le your eurrent residence in hmm? ' 7o
: ,u'. Are you eurrently in oontaet with others tMa those glven - '
; your statements today? | ‘ ) .
12, Do you have relisdle sourisrs o Kungary? T yes’

daltlaate muastion (pgnu) bn vou kilieve in Ood? fal)

-

Y, Thie ta mow s

- e

nst £

( .
I 2. A third test wus glven % soe whatder subject 1s a good resstor. Snes-
ilons nuaders 1, 7, and ) were the sae a8 in he second test, Quertion mmbder
ves precedsd by the statement, *Your futurse depends nov on this question®, Thas,
at 1f the Lnterrogator had ehanged his mind aboul procesding with the question ag, ~
e riatement was made, "Jow don'l have W0 ansVer A7 moOT questions,® .

‘&EX ._ | [_- . j




