- TY v~ ..
: c . -ATION
cLASSaaETION

Kittcle on Oéfover 1952 Rlectiomty, [

Declassified and Approved for Release
NAZI WAR CRIMES DISCLOSURE ACT by the Central Intelligence Agency

EXEMPTIONS Section 3(b) Date:  Foos

(2Y{A) Frivas

KA Frivacy J
{2777 Methods/Sources [B/

X :

{031 Foreign Relations [




AT L L e

'~ BECURITY INFOT!IATION
8ECF™"
JAPAN'S GEVERAL FLECTION AND THE ACTIVITIZS OF THE

"SOLDIER CANDIDAZTES"

I

lany Japanese of the leading class (Shido Kaikyu) who had been purged
after the war, reblossomed in the recent (1 Ociober 1952) elcction and won seats;
and of these, the rasults os the (contests involving) former soldier candidates

are worthy of notice. .

There were two ex-military candidates; one of them won a seat with the largest
number of vot:Zin his district, while the other lost, ruming last in his district,

The farmer was/ TSUJL Masanobu (#11929/2398/0207), L9, of the First District in =- 779
Ishikawa—ken; the latter Yasuhira (or kKohei) (3282/1557/1660/1627), L0, /742~
of the First District in to-ken. I shall discuss below the conrections of
\hese two men with the recefit el.ction and their connections, as military men, with
organizations of the ex-military; and I shall also give ny considered op:im.on of

their future prospects.
Ix

TSUJI Masanobu was a member of the 36th class of the Militery Acadew (Rikugun .
Shikan Gakko). He headed his class both in the ¥ilitary Academy and the War College
(Rikugun Daigaku). Durinm the war, as an Army operations staff officer of the _
Imperial TJeneral Headquarters he directed the Guadalcanal and Imphal operstions, -
and he became known 28 the ablest man of the Army (sic), A full colonela the war's
end, he was regarded by the Allied forces as a war-criminal suspect but wazs success-
ful in remaing free. In the October elections he became a candidate from his mative’
Ishikawa-ken, and of the 251,411 effective ballots cast in his district he received
39.2% (sic) or the astonishing figure of 6L,912 votes. This wr. sufficlient to elect
him with the higzhest number of votes ani to give him a lead of -3,L08 votes over

"~ the candidate in second place.

If TSUJI's astonishing success in the election is studied, the reasons i‘or it
probably can be listed as follows:

1. TSUJI was commissionsd a 2nd lieutenant at the age of 22 and immediately
assigned to the Kanagawa 7th Regiment of Kenasawa City as an instructor of .
recruits. He remainsd there training recruits for eight years, then was pro-
moted to captain and entered the War Cullege. By that time he had trained a
total of 16,000 soldiers. Those whom he trained are now betwsen L0 and 50 years
old; some hold important positions in Ishikaws-ken, and many are in that
tbackbone middle~class® of the prefecture. . It is easy +o parceive that they
came to feel & strong admiration for TS8UJI as he became famous. In fact, meny
of them exerted themselves to the utmost during the elections campaign by
driving vehicles, preparing halls for weetings, putting up posters anmd the like.
TSUJI is said to hnve spent almost no money on the election canpa.tgn, qnd ‘this
was possible booauae 8o ‘many of his supparters were men ﬂho bad 'been trainad

by him,
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=’ lieutenant) that the army judiciary took pity on him and at the.courtmartial
‘not treat him as a ringleader. Consequently, instead of being executi d 1
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At the sa.e time "SUTI's supporters were consistent in their refusal to
back the candidates recomended by the political bosses in the district,
or, in fact, any other candidates at all. They helped only TSUJI, who nad
trained and looked after them when they were army recruits. Historically
the people of Ishikawa-ken, including Kanazavia City, were of the LARDA clan
(a "1l-million koku" clan), and thosz who are L0 ysars old or more retsin a
deep sense of duty and loyalty. The Ishikawa people also tend to feel strong
admiration for notables and heroes. Thus TSUJI had precisely the attributes
that would win him the support of those in his mative district who were approx-
imately his omn a7e, This is the first reason why TSUJY was able to win in
the election with the hizhest number of votes.

2. TSUJI is strongly oppused to the group which is trying to reconstruct
the Japanese army from the National Police Reserve (National Security Force).
He thinks along the lines of the Bast Asia League (Toa Remmei) that wes
sponsared by the late Lt., Jeneral ISHIHARA Kanya, and he is thoroughly mati- .. .
Arerican and anti-Soviet in principle. He also advocates “civilian soldiers™ — ' -
an idea which he has worked out hims~lf. TSUJI's ideas, actions and specches
are winnin; the suppart not only of those approximately his omn age but also
of the younger stratum which opposes rearmament on the grounds that it is
beinz used as a factor in the hagzling between the U. S. and the Soviet Union.
Thus TSUJI's- pooularily is basically different from the vague popularity of, for
example, HAI'OYALA Ichiro. This is the second reason why he was elscted with
such wide popular support.

In short, TSUJI lasanobu is a military man but he wz2s not elected by any
. orzanizaticn of ex-soldiers. The actual fact is that he was elected by the
popular support of his native place. (Note: the so—called military (ex—soldier) -
orcanizations will be discussed liter.) - :

III

On the other hand, consider the case of YUGAWA Yasuhira, who was a candidate
for the Fiist District in Kumamoto-ken. He was unsuccessful, bringing up in the
rear with only 0.111% (sic) of the total of 387,310 bdallots of which he obtained

3,L60.
_ YUGAWA is LO years old (9 years younger than TSUJI), and was a member of the : i
L45th class of the Military Academy. A classmate once described him thus: "He is

e man of simple mind and it can be said fairly that he is pure-hearted. He is a

nan of simple mind and it can be said fairly that he is pure-hearted. He is a

genuine man of action.” As a 2nd lieutenant attached to the 3rd Re nt of Asabu |

Tokyo, YUGAWA was one of the leading performers in the February 26 (2-26) incidentr> -}
of 1935, which haseer cslled "Japan's revolution." Together withilst Lieut ONAKD, |

Shiro (6851/0022/0934/67u5), one of the ringleaders of the incident, he directe
the attack on and occupation of the Metropolitan Police Board Headguarters. YUGAMA

thus was one of the lasaders of the so-called insurrection force. .

However, at that time YUGAWA was so young (he had just been comaissioned 2nd,
C. S
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sentenced to Liprisonment Jor life. As a result of successive aunesties he was
relsased altaer servinz only fow years an¢ raturned to Kumamoto., So, unlike
TSUJI, YUGAWA did not remain & soldier until the end of World War II; his military
career ended in fact wian he was still a 2nd lieutomant,

The YUGAWA family to vhich YUGAWA Yasuhira be}on*s by adoption, is the :
Kumamoto brunch of the ramily of Dr. YUZAwA Hidelil (2 282/1557/h1423/2885) of :
Kyoto Univarsitys, a winnar of the Nobel Prize. Dr. YUGA¥A's branch is the naad- :
bxanch of the family.. YWWWA Yasuhira wss adopt ‘¢ into the Kumamoto branch of s,

» family on 17 Feoruary 1936, just nine days befor-- the 2-26 incident. The )
mwm family, Lowever, dic not disown hiwm but walcomed hin bzcle upon his relcease
four ymars alterward.

After the China fncident began and militariswm waus ridin; the crest of the
wave, the fact thal he uas a lorwer soldier proved aavaitegeous to YU:AWA. His
family being wealthy as well as renowned in the pr.vinces, YUJAWA established an :
airplane-parts factory during World ¥ar II and vecame its president. He also !
belonzed to the Taisei Yokusan Kai, ihe only wartime political party, and vas a
laader of the Kumamoto-ken branch of the Yokusan Sonen Dan, wiich was a department
of the Yokusan Kai. In addition ke was active in central hei.dquarters of the
Yokusan Kai. At the ena o the war YUGAWA converted his factory to peucetime
industry, anc shortly after beinc depwrzed he became a candidate in the October -
elections with the iacking of his family's mms.

. The reasons for TUGawA's defeat, and with the lowest number of votes, probably :
were: .

He did not possess explicit political ideals or convictions as did
ui had Lecore a candidat. ainlessly.

o 2) i\ was perely 2 member of a provincially prominent family, withoui
sufficientl ‘Rarsonal popularity to win the people of ris district. While
plicity and executive nbility, he was not able to compets ith
other prominentfi rures. who vere running m ‘the elaction. (Amonz the prominent
agidates were/QASA Tu:igo® (1129/7802/0787/39L8), a former Cabinet Minister;

.2 ‘'SUKAE S v,emshi (2 16/0167/685075030),” formar president of the
Co ications Boiwi Wi, er coming {mto cc,)ncroversy with TOJI Hideki was

conscripted into the ar:zo'.)

,T 3) Althouzh YUGAWA's connection with the 2-26 incident nroved advantageous ’
i during the war, it 4 not have the same popular acpeul as 2 military career
0 and did not win him any support as an individual.

; . 4) From the beginning of the campaign no ore, not even among the ex-aoldier
groups, believed that YUGAWA wo.ld Le elected.

. For the foregoing masona, thare were no supporters willinz to work for
YUGAWA's eléction at their omn expense, as was the case with TSUJI. To summarize
‘the effect of his military record on his election showing, it can be said that
,m:ua, strictly speaking YUGAWA was an-ex-soldier, his military record was entirely
.differeit from that of TSUJI; being limited to participation in the 2-25 ineident.
“TUQAWA: :did not bave the background or the real abflity necessary to win him s\xpport

asg a’ soldier. : i SECUBI'IY A% O.JTIOH
SE@E'!
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TBUJTL vms supoicled Dy the jpopuleiion of his disirict because he s a
srominant fisire anc had holped wany o ais supportars in the oaut, wiereos
TUNA elmarly merived ro support froa a:y ax-soldicr moups. This would
susest Lhabt the csti—soldier orwimizidons il no airsct ralution witn the
«lection.

The cutstion now arises, do Lthn wn-rdlitwy uer have 2 real or:mnization?
Somn s:rsons Leliaval ol wm-soldiops were or mnized anu wo.¢ rove in on the
nlections. Sorw thoutht il.._e war sn unier;roun or anization of ex-soldisrs and
that it wan pushin; 2SUJI oy ity candidale. %his idea, ol course, proved to be
enfirely wwoundzd.

SHILOILW Sadawe . (0007/2625/1353), roraar oneral and foruwsr kinistor of

the firry, is an oxample of iis aue roup of pronminent surviving army office.s,

ccme of whoun are listad in Atlachment A. le is mors than G5 years old and tharafore
beyond the mra-wer retirement aje. Thus ..e is already too old to b3 a front-line
military lender and in acdition iw lacks the qualificaiions to lead younger : »n.

It is, in fact, impossidlo lor ex-oilicars of his a.» to take opan, active 1. -uer-
ship. The militaxy" profession requires besically aprofessional technician, ut

the men of this :roip heve no kmovledge vhatevsr of atomic-age military tactics.

It may be concluded that ton leaders now must be physically fit and less than 50
years old.

The group of ex—officers of the 2Lth to 39th classes headed by ex-Colonel
HATTORL Takushiro (2591/6752/0587/0934/67L5) would sesm to mset the foregoing
requirement in regard to a‘e, but since only avout 60 mezbers ol the 3ith to 39th
classes are in the Mational Police Reserve (Hational Security Forces) the group
actually is not vory strons. kosl ex—ollivers of the later clesses have had no
ayperience as commanders except velow tie regimental leval. Therefore some of the
impartial and intslligent ex-officers have coumanted that the present mroblem is
not one of "rearnament! but of establishin; a "nevi armamert®; that is, unless
troops are trained in cwrent military tactics they will not becoms a wenuine army.

Both TSUJI and IUXAWA nave saue of the qualifications to Lecome loeaders of a
“new armanent" Jzoanese defense force. TUJAMA, as stated vefore, althouzh termed a
soldier docs not have the character to establish a rdlitary organization or to
operate it practically. ‘iSUJI believas ihat a militery force zuaranteed by the
United States will not be of practical use., e also belisves it would be impossible
to reconstruct the old Japaiiese cafense forces, «nd he has nc intention of trying
to use meabers of th2 formar secvice in reconstricting an army. It would seem

. claar, therefore, ilat neither YUGAWA nor 'iSUJI was promoted in the recent elections

by formar military isen on behalf of the ex-military.

The organizations of ex-military men are shown in Atiachment B. Konme of thuse
is a poverful or a nationwide polilical organization. They are more like social
aroups, with slogans such as "Make sympathy calls on the bereaved familities of
the war doad"; "Friendship anu mutual assistance"; and "Relief for sick and wounded
soldiers."” None of the jrouwps has any power, and their activities ar: limited to
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As w11l La notad in Attachment T, Lh~ four snaller orgunizations forued a
sincle poup callada the Kaiko Kail in Saptsuver 1951, By November of 1972 it
had mot avon alactnd o87icors. It is rerardad &s vory unlikely that positive
action io reostablish tiw army will orininate viih these ex-military groups. In
rYact, i1 s2wus probable that ex—mlitary men durine the seven yeaia of occupation
lont the ability to rnbuild the service. If ex-soldiars take an active part in
revivin- the angy, they orobably will ba of the .eraration younzer tnan that of
1SUJI lasanobu.

v

TSUJIfs probavle cow e of =~ttion in the Disl is a question »f conniderable
currant imerost. I TSUJI should Lry to Lecome an influential partliamentary
figure it is unlikely tnat he would Rucceed, and il is unthinkable that he vo.ld
ta able, sin le-ianded, to bring about a revival of positive activity by the
stagnant ex-rmilitary men. TSUJI is wise enouch to realize this. Therefore he
probably will or~anize the youth oi the country and push ahead tlw former Toa Remmei
(East Asia League), Consequenily his activitins will sot centsr in the diet but
becorme ‘.ne of a populer movement. U3UJIts activities woulu thus mot be limited to
the Dint, althouzh it is probable thai he will use his position of Diet member to
promote lig popular movement.

0 anlikely ihat TSUJI wiil oacore a Don Quixote by following the
same rosd asfHASHIMOTO Kinsoro (2390/2609/29u6/0063/6745), the A-class war

criminal angf chief o< the risht-wing orzanization Sekised Kai (6375/613L/2535)

who was forferly a Diot nember. It is probable that TSUJI will forze ahead on

a course equally anti-Soviet and anti-American, thinkinz in his own way about

the old Japanese mation and haw the naw Japansse should be devoloped. TSUJI

knows trat as a Diet member he will be unmable to produce big results, bscause he
has a good brain, anc both he anu his supporters realize that the Diet floor is a
bactlefield on ihich a staff operations officer does not nesed to have any soldiers,

lpield Conaent, TUGAVA (usually transliteratad as YUKAWA) Hideki, is professor
ol physics at Kyoto Unirersity, a member of the Ja Academy, and the first
Japanese to receive the Nobel Prize (physics, 19u9). According to The Ja)
Who's Who, 1950-51, ne was born 23January 1907, the third son of tne late

Dr. Takuji Opawa, was graduated frouz Kyoto Imparial University in 1929 and was
adopted into the family of Dr. YUGAWA Genyo. ’

2pield Coment. The following data on QASA Tadao are fros Who's Who in Japan
1939-10; Born July 1389 in Kumamoto-ken; graduated Tokyo Imperial vniversity

(1aw) 1912L; police chief Yamanashi-ken; secretary in Home Ministry; same Foreign
Ministry; private secretary to Prime kinister; same to Minister of Education 1929;
elected to House of Repres.-ntatives six times frou Kumamoto-ken.
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AL TACHMENT A&

PROIINENT GRADUATES &° I LILITARY ACADEMY

Class

First
Ninth
Ninth
15th
17th

20th

29th
30th
Wth
36th
. L5th
58th
. 59th, 60th

Prominent Graduates

UGAKT Kagunari (1342/0997/0001/2052), Gen.
MASAKT Jinzaburo (L176/1505/3928/0008/67L5), Gen.
ARAKT Sadao (SL3¥/2606/6297/1133), Gen.

IMAKURA Hitoshi (0093/2625/0971), Gen.

TOJO Eideki (2639/5391/289L), Gen.

EAVABE Shozo (3109/6708/2973/0005), Gen.

SHIMOMURA Sadame (U007/2625/1353), Gen.; Army
Ministar at warls emd

TATSUML (6591/1579), ¥aj. Gen.
SAKURAT (2937/006k) and WATANABE (3256/6708)

* HATTGRI Takushiro (2591/67527'0587/0931;/6715), Col.

TSUJT Lasanobu, Col.
YUGAWA Yasuhira
A1l were st or 2nd Lieuts. at warts end

Were students at Military Academy at war's emd

Age

Over 80
76

Over 70

52

Lo
25 to 28
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ATTACAMENT B

ORGANIZATIONS OF GRADUATES OF LILITARY ACADRMY

Clagses Organization

15th to 2hth One sroup )
2Sth to 33rd Wednasday Society (3055/2656/2565) )
34th to 39th One group, HATTORI Takushirc Mamager )
LOth to S8th TIchigaya Socioty (1579/6253/2585) )
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Kaiko Kai (0253/
5887/2585),
organized Sept 51
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