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"Profile of Masanobu Tsuji -

Menace Not Unhkely
But Tsujl does not dismiss
an “lmmedlate merace" which

Ex-Colonel Dietman Says
U.S. Forces Should Leave

By KIYOAKI MURATA

‘

A middie-aged, bespectacled
figure with a balding hewd Spry-
)y walks In and out of commit.
tee gooms in the Diet building,
somdtimer firlng poignant ques:
tionmot the debating legisiators.

In{ moments of overenthus.
fasm/| he witi bawl out the Diet-
men Jn the manner of an Army
‘officer—ior o good reason. Un-
til Japorn's swrrender nine years
ago, the was a colonel in the
Japadese Army and a brilllant

stratfgist at’ that.
Foquaunohu Tsujl, 51, a man

stares Jupan in the face, namely,
the poasibilities of “Indirect in-
vasion” by the Communists. By
“indireet invaslon” ‘fsu}l means
a civil war and “ohjective cir-
cumdtances for it are 70 per cent
tipe

“For the remalning 10 per cent
the perll may be accelersted by
the peaple”s distrust in the
Gavernment and the collapse of
the smaller businesses due (o
a deflation,”

“And vet the Government fis
almost [ndifferent to these con-
ditions,” Tsujl lamented, *“Nor
fa the U.S. aware of the situa
tlon b she lacks experl-
ence of thls sori”

Taujl said he saw the entire
procesx of a coiTupt govern-
an du: Ment driven out of power by

s ala the Communiata In  postwar
China and Japan Is nearing that

Ran.l«r Lower Fouse n
In Octuber 1852 he ran for the
Lower House from lihikawa
Prefecture, garnering 100,00¢
votes and outnumbering thy
scores of other lundh;nlu fron
e same constituency. |
mAl an Independent, he )'u.
advocated in and out o‘(’ the -
tion's leg e 8
v neutrality” with the sam|
?érvor he showed on the battle
round.
¢ His record as a Dietm
Ing the last two years i

who was seven times
sand Btiil carries 8 score or O
of shrapnels and bullets in his
concedes he i< an amateur
as & politiclan,
- His present status, to be sure,
Was aomelhlng he never dream-
ed of In his wiidest dreama as
he copquered Malaya under Gen-
eral Zomoyuki Ylmuhl:; .lﬂdlu
t against overwhelm
234’."'5.‘:: fn.aurl: on Guadal-
canal ’
BorL fn 1802 In Tahikawa Pre-
fecture, he started his military
carest early. In 1817 young
‘Masscbu was enrclled in the
Nagoya Junior Mlilitary Acs-
d'eh\{'lt the age of 14:and &
half,-gnd then went on to the
.Mt Academy and later to
the Army Staft College,
- ' Wounded Twice

His first combal experience
came in 1882 at the time of
the first Shanghal, incident. As
a company commander he led
men
and was wounded twice.

In 1933 'hug:.&oimd the Im-
perial Arm, and was as-
nigned tc the Kwantun M:;t{
Command in Manchuris In 1

Col. Takushiro Hattorf, an-
other bright strategist of the
defunct Japanese army, says of
Tsujl, his juntor by a yeer: “As
a staft officer, he was always
13 ‘u\- m:éllne. rl:‘}cln‘ 4;:1.:3
an {d operations
ndvan‘t:ge. Few could excell
Tauft in handling a !oulod-ug
situation and restoring order.

Although Tauji is apt to de
taken for an “extremely reck-
jess character, this $s due to
his nature wh::l\ doe; not wlel
rate the siightest degree o
cmoke‘?nao,"‘leeordln' to Hat-

torl.

Like any other man of quick
decision and candor, Tsujl has
many ccritics. But Hattorl
explsing they are those Tsujl
mercilessty exposes for what he
thinks is wrong.

Sneaked Back tv Japan

What really made the fiery
colonel famous, however was
his “underground escape” over

a distance of 7,800 mlles on the

Chinese - continent’ following
Japants eurrender when he was
sought by ‘the. Alileq Powers as
a war crime suspect,

He sneaked. back into Japan
under  Allied Ocecupation in
May 1843 and continued to elude
his pursuers for two more years
until 1850 when he was dropped
from the wanted list.

While lving underground,
Tsujl wrote his first bestseller
“Senko Sanzenrl” (A 3.000-mile

Undergrotind’ Escape) based on

his unique experience. The
dramatic memolrs published
also in English were followed
by more of Tsufl's lterary ac-
tivities which covered the writ.
er's arcounts of the battles of
Burma, Guudaicanal, Nomon.
han and Malaya.

rom his home division.

— . stage.
marked with the characteristics | On the basls that Japan Is not
of the daredevil and somewhat|exposed to the danger of Im-
ercatic colonel. medlate “direct invasion,” Tsujl
i A yeor ago when the National ibiasts the National Safety Force
! Safety Force held its first large.
scale maneuver at the foot of
Mt. Fuji, Tsuji as a member of
the Cabinet Committee of the
Lower House, was among the
several Diet men and women to
sce It
When the legisiative group
on the frst night of the three-
day maneuver met the press at
a Gotemba Hotel, Tsuji alone
was missing. Wearing an NSF
fatigue, he was bivouucking
with the lroops. A
Tried to Reach Xorea
During last fall when Japa-
nose fishing boats were bein,
selzed by ROK patrol ships of
the Korean waters, Tsuji decld-
ed to take & nal look at the
flahery situstion by boarding a
Maritime Safety Bosrd ship. But
his real motive, as he later
admitied, was to be captured by
the Koreans and taken to Seoul
30 that he could conduct one-
man negotistions with President
Syngman Rhee to tell him to,
stop the nonsense.
“Unfortunately,” Tsuji observ-
“the press found out my':
well.guarded trip to Kyushu, and
the news apparently tuvde:;:
to Seoul fast. For seven
,our ships roamed on the Rhee
Linc, but not s single ROK ship
came Into sight.”
Still anxious to settle the
Korean-Japanese problems, Tsujl §
wrote in & recent open letter 0
Rhee that If the ROK President
150 desired he would be willing
‘to meet Rhee In Seoul even by
smuggling himself across the
channel. !
" In the carly summer of 1863,
when the Uchinada fring range

waste of money.” \When the
time comes, the NSF may be
easily taken over by the Reds
through their agents who Lave
fuccessfully Infiltrated ita

Nippon Timed Photo
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‘ imgue broke out, tife ublquitous
I Dietman was in the midst of
! Red banners and, tensed-up loca!
rvesl and Y re

stored order and forestalied &
serious incldent.”
Deplores Scandals

Tsuji opened a recent inter-
vievs with the Nippon Times b
depreutlnﬁthc current politi-
cs] scandal “It Is simply ap-
palling" he deplored “and the
ftuation close tha

ly t
fn Natlonailst China on the eve
of itg collapse under C
.dominance after the war.”

Two factors which ace

culisr to Japan, however, may
g:t prevent Japan from follow-
?ng In the steps of the Na-
tionallst Government,  They
are: 1) that the prosecutors are
not vet corrupt and 2) that un-,
like "Chinese Communiats, their
"Jupsnese  counterparts  are
“juvenile" [n their tacties,

as “completely useless and sheer |.

ranks, 1o
colonel, X
Bad Parta Adopled |
“The NSF." he charged, “has
adopted only the bad parts of
the U.S. Army, which d have .
gond pointa, 100." An army foe a ;
g:or country like Japan must
an expensive ohe but alould
he engaged In more productive
undemklnrl in peace time as
the Army In Red China 1.

An argument of his, which
paints Tsujl In the eyes of the
public as one of the most vit-
rlollc champlons of antl-Amer)-
canlsm here Is that the U.S.
Jorges should get out of Japan
a8 goon asg possidle.

Their presence here s th:
biggest obstacle to Japan's re-:
armament according to Tsujl.

His theory of course is based
On the pretise that there is.
no danger of “direct invasion”
hy Red forces unless there Is a
US.-Soviet war. But if and
when a fullscale war breaks
oul, Jupan would not and
shouild not be an Important bat.
telground for the US., Tsuji
malntains,

Needs Forces ju Rurope

“America cannot afford to
leave her armed forces in Japan

‘ause she muat employ all her!
might on the main battle-|
grounds, the Army in Europe:
and the Alr Force In the Arctic.”
Japan should remain *“neu.
tral” In suen an eventuality, he
argues, and §f Japan success-
fully resists ail forelgn armed
forces, it would mean victory
halt won for the US,

“l want America to know,
Japan cannot be made a U.S.
hase,” Tsujf emphasized. *“But'
i the US. ia satisfied with the
prevention of Japan's comunu-
nigation, I will give her full co-
operation. On the other hand, If
she does not & to thils, I will
Aght her to the bltter end.” |
The best solution for abating !
the anti-American gentiments -

according the ex-

iwhich have been rapldly mount.

ing since Bikini, Taujl proposes,

 Is to remove all U.S. forces from

Japan, .

Can't Nefend Japan .
“Americans cannot defend
anything in and around Japan,”
Toujt pointed out. “Japan
should be defended by the Japa-
Tese themselves and there are
still 5,000,000 veterans from the
last war, Of them at least 2.
000,000 are fit for combat. We
can hald our own.” .

As for himself, the ex-colonel
has organized a “Jle! Domel”
(Sell-Defense League), a kind
of militla, of his followers that
include those who Tought un-
der him ir. actual warfare. Of
the total of approximately 3,500
“Jiel Domel” men, 2,000 are 'n
his home prefecture, Ishikawa,
Tsujl revealed. “In our own
prefecture st least, my men can
handle the Communists §{ they
irv to create a civil !distues
bance.”

An Americsn magsszine re-
cently remarked that In view of
the current. political rregulari-
tles and the people’s disaffection
with the Covernment, Tsujl
might Instigaté a coup d'etat—~a
fear shared by some Japanaese.

But the Sftyish ex-colonel
himself laughed at the specula-
tion: “Jf I were to blen a thing
like that, why should I have gone
to a lot of trouble to become a
mem’ber of the national leglsla-
ture?” .




