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ftef/les Masanobu TsuJi 

During the war, ho was the most famous in the southern arena from Ma/ay
through Guadalcanal to Burma. It was not front line commanders but Staff

• Officer Tsuji who actually guided the operations of the Japanese army. In
this sense, he ought to be the first to ho resented by the war-bereaved families
throUghout the country.

Notwithstanding this, it is alarming that he is now a favorite of
journalism writing semi-documentary 	 records one after another such as
"12,000 Kilometers Underground" and "the Malay War", after he suddenly dis-
appeared from the Japanese Army Headquarters at Bangkok on the very day
of the termination of the war and dramatically re-appeared in Japan with
the close of the investigation of Japanese war suspects by the former Allied
Forces. He is a most surprising character though this is the age of "reverse
course".

At present, however, he says that new Japan who renounced war should stay
out of a thiid world var. From this standpoint, he delivered a speech
forecasting a Mune-American war at the Industry Club the other day, and in
the speech he made a concluaion unfavorable to the U.S. Later the speech
was exploited by leftwing elements for anti-DS propaganda, %but it is apparent
that he is not a leftist.

Forty-eight years old, he is still a man of activity. With japants
rearmamentheld.imminent, there are found many pro-Tsuji persons among the
old military' starting various activities,.‘speciallramoag tha'.:Young personnel
af the. National Police Reserve. Moreover, he is said to be connectedwith
'the oldlastern-isialeagUe eitehlished,-by the 100 G00. 11001i .14144r40
The reaction of the league is being,watóbedwi0 !Ceen'ilmeere4L.:11.0
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c. Rightist peaks in Itymphu: "The Nagasaki Nichi Niehi" newspaper
sponsored a ;alio meeting at the ffitsubiahi Kaikan, Nagasaki . City.'oa 30 Jul
52 with TSUJI Masanebu as principal speaker. TSUJI, a well known nationalist
(IOTSUU 3575), spoke on the familiar rightist theme, "Asia for the AaiatiCs-,"
according to a CIC report. His speech stressed complete neutrality for Japan,
national "self-defense," and included remarks "bordering on" anti-American
and anti-Soviet propaganda, according to a usually reliable source. The
meeting reportedly drew a large crown which was "wildly enthusiastic" over
TSUjI l s lecture. (o) (B-2)

Comment: ISUjI, whose writings have attracted considerable atten-
tion in the pact, apparently now is stepping up his speech miring
schedule; he has appeared as lecturer at several meetings in re-
cent weeks. Although he reputedly has many loyal rightist follow-
ers, his ability to appeal to the general public has not boon
tested in the past. The brand of neutrality and self-defense which
he advocates includes the demand that Japan cease to lease mili-

	

,C	 tpry hasps and insistence on withdrawal of all foreign troops. The •
Nagasaki city lecture may . have been part of the campaign now under-

	

191 ,50.y,	 way to reorganize the ad East Asia Comrades League (Toa Hemel.
Doshi Kai); i campaign in which TSUJI is a leader.
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ASSASS/NATICV PLOT 	 „1_ 9

-.41i.ce have learned of a rightist plot to assassinate TSUJII'llasanobni
ina operations colonel, from a former air force major arrested for. i+obbez7,•

NatIndal Rural Police and the Special Investigation Bureau have aasigned.ageit
' ie:Afecik on the secret society that allegedly ordered Tsuji t s death+ Tsuji,.

sft.eir •riading about the plot in a newspaper yesterday, left his home in, Setag
.i:bisiline.his wife, "I won't be gone long." According to his wife, Tsuji knew

.g.i.ii..4%.1,yafter he began publishing his war memoirs that his life was in danger
ri	 ' eyer he leaves the house," she said, "he tries to put on a diss_tiiset-Bilb
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