ENING BULLETIN, PHILADELPH14, SATURDAY, AFRIL 2. 1952

Court Temporarily Restrains
Consecration of Bishop

A temporary order was issued “zation on or atout July 1 or 2, 1951,
yesterday in Federa) Caurt here re- ‘in Chicago, Ii." .
;straining the consecration of & an} h;-‘s 3;::‘315:1;:5 egxg‘dm\;ﬁh
new bishop for the Romanian |, ., .. schéduledpto take part in
.Orthodox Episcopate of Araerica. .yhe gctual consecration ceremon-
1 U. S. District Judge Grim ordered .ies of the new bishop.
the postpcnernent until a further  “Not cnly ... have (they) no au-

.hearing at 10 A. M. Wednesday, ~ ithority whatever to consecrate or
The Rev. Viorel D. Trifa, of oréinate ... on behalf of the Ro-

o manlan Orthodex Church)' it read,
:Cleveland, was scheduled 10 be .t they, themselves, Are mnot
made head of his church in the rmcmbers of the Orthodox Church,
-United States and Canada in grem but are Ukrainians.”
‘monies at the Descent of the Hol¥ ' potiqn Refers to Funds

h08 . i d . )
Ghost  Church, American  an The defendants. it was alleged,

Brown, the only varish in this city. * 3 s
Festivities were to have continued ."have in their possession funds
‘today and tomorrow. ' amounting to $13 000 belonging to
* The restraining order was tr2 espiscopate ra_lsed for the pur-
brought by attorneys, John R. Pose of conslructing a monastery
Ventilia. of Cleveland, and William 8t Vaura, Grass Lake, Mich.; gen-
M. Gerber, of Philadeiphia, in be- #ral funds from various parishes
haif of Bishop Andrei Moldovan, !amounting to approximately $5.000:
of Detroit. : ;@ weekly newspaper, Solia, ofticial
. lorgan of the episcopate; and Solix
;& Named as Defendants | Calendar, the official almanac.” i
" Named as defendants in the ac- ;. Bishop Moldovan was consecrats .
itien were: the Rev. John Popovich, ed November 12 at Sibiu, Transyl-
‘of 723 N. Bodine, pastor of the Ro- ,vania, and came to this couatry
‘manian churcl: here; the Rev. loan  shortly afterward.. He repleced
{Trutza, of the same address; Arch- . Archbishop Policarp Morusea, who
I bishop Ioan Theodore ich, of Bala- had been in Romania in 1939 when
Cynwyd, meirapolitany of - the,.war:broke out and, it 'wey claimed
® { Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the here, ‘way detaited in his native
®1U. S.: Archbishop Mystyslew, of land by the Communists after the
!'|South Bound Brook, N. 4.; and the war, : .
'{Rev, Trifa. .. . . whe Rev. Trutza was president of
! The petition alizges that Bishop the Interim Commitfiee that super- |

! Moldavan has been “the duly elect-
.ed bishop of the espiscopate” since

!November 12, 1950, and that Tru-.

tza, “In reckless disregard of the
bishop . . . is deltherately misrepre-
senting that he is president of the
episcopate council.”

Challengea Procedure

All this is “inimical to the plain-,

Uff's interests and is calculated and
idoes deceive and confuse the mem-
Ibers of the plaintiff's religious or-
.ganization." the suit said.

The Rev. Trifa. it went on. rep-
resents himself as the clected
bishop “by virtue of an illegal
.chuyrch congress held in the name
of the plainuff’s religious organi-

A

vised the church in the Archbishop's
absence. ‘ )
The Rev. Trifa, who is 37, was
born in Transylvania and came to
this couniry about two years ago.

He was elected bishop by the Con-

* jirexs of the Romanian Orthodox -

Epiceapate of America at 2 meeting |
in Chicago last summer, )

The church is electing its own '
"bishop, a spokesman pointed out,
in order to demonstrate that they
“do not and will not tolerate any
interfererce in their aflairs by the
Communist-controlled  Patriarch
of Bucharest.”
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