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ACTION: See paras 1 and 2.

1. Forwvarded herewith for your examination and review are a
copy of the documents cited in Reference, which are alleged to be
from U.S. archives. The stamps and other markings on the copies have
been examined here and appear to attest to the authenticity of the
copies, which were possibly prepared from microfilm. e would
appreciate your comment on the authenticity of’the materlals and the
possxble aeans of access to them.

2. It occurs to us that because of their age, all being from .
1344, these documents may be among those in archival holdings avail-
able to serious students and historical researchers. Your specific
comnent on this- p0551bility would be appreciated. ' '

3. A copy of these materials has been made available to the
Chief, LNBUZZ, for his information. Apart from noting the interesting
content of the reports, the Chief, LNBUZZ remarks that if the entirety
of the documents were published, the total effect would not be
damaging to Brandt. However, if the most damaging portions were
extracted and treated tendentiocusly, a potentially embarrassing
political effect could be achieved. (Judging from the political
reputation of the publisher, we estimate that precisely such a
selective treatment would be intended.) Since reference is made to
a predecessor organization of BKHERALD, this aspect might also be
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brought out publicly. Against the possibility that these items may
be published, it would be helpful to have the above points already
researched. . z ‘

. T ~ #, as of 24 March and § April, had no furt‘ﬁ'éf +nfor-
mation as to whether any or all of the documents would be published.
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I have tie houor o roport
Lemy tvan'r' grall has hed o f“hP‘“ﬁ“":
8 German Scelnl Democrali
entioned in vorisus ereviong de:
despatches nd. 3142 of fppil ll,
Vayr 2z, 1944, hoth of vhich tr.o
memorsnda on German ogué zt o
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slrl, and vas active in L
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5zt the Depcrtment \LlL
of futures Jt*ﬂWmhmrntu.

The informstion and views which he rot fopbr
versation rwl@1P~1 to above huve been wartiazl]
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any worse uhun prvo et conditions, TI thi

nformution
rellable and if the reaction iz z of very

general,
1t signi. f‘immm‘ as 1-1inating !

j
e the collapse _<;~;~‘. ﬂmhbbfel.sz‘
TTOT pTOpJgﬁhdu- Branit himeself, homwv“r, ad 1 a Wo”d
f caution as to The difficulties of pstimating
the general morsle in any given place and illus , hig
meaniing by referring to Hamburg. He sald the ohp ition
has always retained a more zclld core there thon elses
and the Harburpgers have apparently never been won aver tc
strong anti~g.vlluh feellng even after the heavy bombi
of their city. Nevertneless it has just been reported to
him by a seaman from Harburg that vhen the news of the re-
cent bomb athennt agelin~t Hitler reschied Hamwburg women
wept in the streets for sorrvow. ' '
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Brandt gave it as hils opinion Lhot tne oprosition
movement wos by no means totzllyw dhrlr Tter 3

events and the telal and execullion .i
colleagues, nltihough the fullur@
strong measures by the 08 and G*.
sufflcient to preclude the possibi
tempt until the zebtual ‘collanse of
He ”'u(Cu that ofnie of the executed Jlfiﬁ@fi
ran between the military group Dothe eclvilian
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cot divulge that inform: tion bu e finudly .
confidence that the liaison man ¥%:zs Count Yorck
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Inconnection with the demanrnd Tor unconditin

render which has been velced by the United Slate

Grezst Britain since Cas:blanca ; Braad
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oesrvation that in the bsg.nnln" th
by the anti-Nazi onposition leaders
they felt it indicated ¢ thoroughgoing determination cn
the part of the Allles 1o huve no deplings whatszcever with
the Nazis. Only later, and under the Lﬂoro;s of subzequent
repetitions and interprotations of the slogan 4id the oppo-
sition come to feel doubt and aluvrs sbout 1t because it
seemed to indicste thet the Allies weuld not deal with any
German government of any stripe, vno matter how democratic
or-how anti-Nazi, That feelling of ancertainty abeout Lllied
intentions towurd Scrmeny, s distis wpuiched Crom the Tazi
vegineg, has been deeopensd by the lack of = cmu'wvnnui
'.»;5 anda rolley by the Anglo-inericur
nre~«wﬂ ’n«rrmur n o thde
dations dnlent long *Zh S
United Wallong militaury contrel
‘"U‘W‘?ln.c,.t alter :b|;11'u" Llon, e Lnzie
recent press report from oo allied seupce 3
on stztements by well—informed dinlomatlc c?P<l“u to !h
effect thet the United Talio plon o Joln® augln~5071wtu
American Vilitary Contraol COW?L Lon for Rerlin "hi*“ would
apprarently govern the country divectly for some time vith-
out the medlum of even 1Jrllcd GeTmsn guv»rnrﬁlt “"”Wit

feels that this will be a great miztake from the polnt:
g

view of the United Nutions who should by all W,aub ny »0
enlist the wssistance of some kind of German goverom:znt
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- aGverting to the question of fermany's esztern
boundaries, ond hrvfac"wﬂ.uLc renarks by the statenent
that he himgelf had no netionalistic feelivg aboul 1t nor
any sentinental attachrent to any particular hourdary,
he expressed the fear that there vould be imposed a bhound- -
ary betwecen Foland and Fermany which would he sc inconsis-
tent with ctnulc and evonoimic and historic considerations
that no German governm nt could pcszeibly accept 1t except
undey protest, The qu-stion would thus become an open
snd continuing cuuse frr gricvance on the part of the
erman people and vouldl undoubtedly be used by netlionalist
sgitators, ‘ '
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Drandt was aoked what his own zolution for the
eastern boundury problom vould he. He replied hesit
dud with the deprecating rcemarik thal tﬂj‘ s only T

personal amd uﬁjmimrt“Jt opiniocr, that i
Nir”t of all an anbrok:n {reschloncan) bo;"
to say, there must be o Corvidor, e
Corridor to m NNy Aigregarding 211 questicne ol the
nationzlity of the 1ocal populastinn, and ’ 5
als 50 Danzily zud a smyll Iﬁarf;(nr &A‘Sf“‘-‘ L:;;. russla, The
rest of Dest Frussia including I
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plete excharge of popnlutions in
, . This 1ls o nobt unreasonahle
: opinion, coming from . German.
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Erandt remarked thet 10 the whole of Zash Trussia

wnd Dsnzlyg and the Corridor aye given to Joland, there
will ke Gernans who will priva: ”i coecept 1L as o drzst
but Tingl solution of ot z2lmont iheoluble rrobklem but
thev will never dare a ﬁlt Pheir views openly. IFrandtb
himself asserted thot Lau; Frussia i1s nev sconomiezllys
nacecs“ty Yo Gormany as iLtoc value us a g'u?

ry vias entirely
10 on grair
evey compelte
1£8 were re~

- - dependent on the German high protective
before the war. Dast Frussian eraln cou
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The convevrsation turned for a time on the possikbility
of a post-defeat undergrournd moveren” hy ths Mo i g 3
are persons who bellilrwvie thutl
of uny corntinuing Vel undarrvm
VIAY Lecavse of uhﬁ n1leged ‘
dty, or Lecaunce the YWazi meveno
underground meovements which have flovr'
tries overrun by Germany, will huve
from outeide friends cr for other re uVOFQ. T
mphatically. of the opinicon thst there will Le
N;” organizatior and thaet it will Tvﬁrwf Lo v:
an dwpressive scele,  In fact, he rted his
thet ot leust the Tirst FCTP&’ covermnent after the
regime will he cnth:ly assaczinated by the Yarils

Legution chares Drardl's views and feels that 1t will
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& dangerous underestimal ton of Germeny'e potentiael thiest
L) o e

in the future to wszsume that the Mezi moverent . will melt
away like snow in the fi e of a democratic victicry,

Respectfully yours,
teXacael

o Lilerofilined

;/'f“~' P e S R 4 .
Slgned confirmetion
Copy to imdérican Zrbessy 1 (Folitieal Division)
ile.copy
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o MFJ‘EPARTMENT INCOMING. DlVISION OF

O L\, COMMUNICATICNE
TELEGRAM AND REGORDS

BJR -~ 74 Stockholm

-This telegram must bE

closely paraphraseéd bE- | Dated September 14, 1944
fore bEing communicated o :

to anyonE. (SECRET) "Rec'd 9340 p.m.
Secretary of State,

Washington.

© Department's attsntion is partlcuLarly 1nv1ted to
e (r / / /‘ : /
-'story reported in LEgatLon 8 prEss tElEgram 5592 of
0 00/ EW ) Pm )2 ¥ f-
September 14 (re Legation's No. 3631 //of SEptEMbEY 12,
lOAp.m. reporting dstails of Bfitish contact in
Stockholm with executed Adam von Trott). Legation
learns this article was writtzn by Willy Brgndt, young
anti—Nazi GErman who has bEEn subgect of LEgatlon's

RSN

-éust 31‘ 8 p.m;j”and despatch 7 September 2
- ¢*4~oa.7 -~ 862-01
'HE is obvxoualy wsll informed concerning OppOSlblon
organizations and views. Department will note his.
account ofvvbh Trott's views and British reaction and
rtply does not differ from British LEgation account.1ﬁ
Furt hsrmore, article & assegrtion that conuacts WEYE
“'mad€ by other routes than Stockholm is borne out by
British Légation whioh‘says Forelgn Offieg recelved

reports of similar contacts by von Trott in Berne,

Ankara‘énd Either Madrid or Lisbon.
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~2- #3661, September 14, 6 p.m., from Stockholm, .

With these indications of reliability of Srandtls
inforﬁétion, article can be considered as giving ont
of clearest glimpg¢ses yet obtained of organization
and views of German opposition groupse
Legation learns indirectly from Brandt that Trott
sought contact with Soviet Legation in Stockholm during
last vislt in June but contact could not be made in Gime,
. Brandt believes July 20th plot was launched pre-
maturely as outcomebof Trott's contacts with Allies in
attempt to prbvs sincerity and existence of opposition
meEmEnt. | |
Foregoing completes information\currtntly in
’ LEgation's‘hands concerning Trott and German opposition
movsmant REfErEncE should also bE madE to Legation's
A g et L 70 G SoET en Y ‘
2309,/Uuns 26 9 p m. and to 3562, StptEmbEr llﬁ[§A9°m'
vlakEn together with press tElEgramlund;r rEftrEﬂCEC*
and Legation's 3651, September 12, 10 p.m. theset
messages, based on information from German, Swedishy
‘British and American sources, clearly indicate VI1EWS

of von Trott and German opposition, together with act

that Trott was in contect with British but no%t (repeat

not) with Russians. Information further gives definite

basis for




- w3 #3661, September 14, 6 p.m.,. from Stockholm.

basig for conclusion that an organizatioﬁ Exiétadl
which was working to overthrow Hitler before July
20th, an organizétion which had widespread contacts
and ramifications among leaders from mos?t divErse
political, economic, military and religious groups
but which probabl& lacked wide popular foundation.

. JOHNSON
WBINPL
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“FFONTED STATES OF AMERICA

No. 3399.- | o (/_n' fo 5 AMERICAN LEGATION
" - .

BN _ Stockholm, Sweden,
CONFIDENTIAL. S May 22, 1944.

Subject: Future Developments in Germany and
' Possible Sources of Tuture German
Leadership as Viewed by German-
Norweglian Journalist.

MICROFILMED AT THE
AMERICAN LECATION
\J]OL ”\HOLf iy 5 ts.)tcl.’l
The Honorable : DAH;“WAYmgg 144
The Secretary of State, ‘
Washington.

Sirs

I have . the honor to transmit herewlth a copy of a
memorandum which has been written by %Willy Brandt, =
naturalized Norwegian of German birth, setting forth
his views about the various zroups within Germany from
whlch revolutionary and post-revolutionary leadership
might be expected to arise. The present memorandum ex-
pands but does not materially add to the views expressed
by Rrandt in a previous memorandum which was transmitted

“under cover of the Legation's confidential despatch no.
3142, dated April 11, 1944, on the subject "Views of
German-Norwegian Journalist on Factors Involved in the
Coming German Revolution"., It is understood that the
present memorandum, like the previous one, was written
by Brandt for the information and use of an Amsrican
journalist in Stockholm, and it has only indirectly
come ‘into the Legation's hands. Brandt is a young but ap-~
parently thoufht¢ul and serious observer of the German
scene, and one of the representatives of the 0ffice of
Strategic Services who is widely acquainted with German
refugee circles in Sweden considers that Brandt is one
of the ablest in the entire lot and is the one most
likely to play some role after the war, in spite of his
Norwevlan nationality.

It is belleved that little need be added in the way
of comment to the observations which the Legation made
.in its despatch under reference. In connection with the
reimarks on page 7 of the enclosed memorsndum concerning
German trade union proposals ifor the rebuilding of their
movement and for taking over the apparatus of the Arbeits-
front, reference may be made to the Legation's confidential
despatch non. 3023, dated March 16, 1944 entitled "Report
of 'National Conference of the Gprman Trade Unionists in
weden', held in Stockholm .on Februsry 26 and 27, 1944".

“€icer of the Legation recently discussed at some

/

length-y
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length with a Hungarian author, who is in very close

- touch with German refugee circles in Stockholm, this
very question of the future reestablishment of the Ger-
man trade-uninns and the degree to which the present
machinery of the Arbeitsfront should be retained for
working purposes. The anthor in question, Stefan
Szende, whose boolk, "The Last Jew from Poland", has
just been published in iiweden, stated that he has had
many long discussions with Fritz Tarnow, social-demo-
cratic German trade unionist, who is apparently in favor
of retaining a considerable portion of the Arbeitsiront
organization and building up a strong unitary trade
~union group on the foundation of the Arbeitsfront.
Szende, who is a close f{riend and, in a sense, a follower
of Paul Hagen (Xarl Frank), advanced with great earnest-
ness the idea that although it might be necessary as a
strictly practical matter and as a purely interim mea- ‘
sure, to take over the '"organization" of the Arbeits- oot
front -- that 1is, the funds, the records, the typewriters,
the office space, if any is left -- this should be limited
to the briefest possible time and the name and, to the
greatest extent feasible, the personnel of the Arbeits-
front should be eliminated the moment the Nazi regime
falls. = PFurtiiermore, Szende argues, there must be re-
stored complate freedom of organization to the workers
so that if, perhaps regrettably, they fail to unite them-
selves in one single organization, they may be free to
form various trade unions. In any event the trade union
movement must be divorced from state control and state
connections and must be thoroughly independent.

The foregoing observations and the enclosed memo-
randum are reported for their possible usefulness in
connection with post-war planning.

Respectfully yours,

Mool Dot

Herschel V.

' Enclosufe:p//
1/ MemorandumWQf)
" Microfilmed. 'i ,
Signed confirmation copy by mail.

Copy to American Embassy, London (Political Division).
File copy. ,

. . File no. 800
, PL/vn




-=BEpclosure no. 1 to déspatch no. 3399 dated May 22, 1944,
from the American Legation, Stockholm, Sweden, entitled
"Future Developments in Germany and Possible Sources of
‘Future German Leadership as Viewed by German-Norweglan
Journalist". ‘ .

Source: Original Memorandum,
in English, written
by Willy Brandt.

'The Nazi defeat will bring the whole German admini-
stration to the brink of disaster, and seriously affect
its economy. Moreover, it 1s very probable that through
the military defeat, a considerable group of the German
population will be redeemed. This assumption has been
confirmed through reliable reports of morale coming lately
through Swedish, Norwegian and Danish channels.

Yihat powers will now play the important part in the
elevating of the German veople? Vhat aims will the post-
‘Hitler revolution strive after? %Will they be constructive
or only destructive? ‘

A . One mey ask what right I have to ask these questions.
‘Hitler has taken once my citizenship and twice my home.
On account of my fights agalnst the Nazis I had to leave
Germany in 1933. This did not prevent me, in the follow-
ing years, and not only outside Germany, to work with
illegal anti-Nszi organizations. Since the 9th of April
1940 I have tried in every way to do my part in the Nor-
wegian fizht for freedom. For me this was only a conti-
nuation of anti-Nazl work in other forms. I had to fight
- to regain two fatherlands: a free Norway and a democratic
" Germany. Uncer peril of not always being rightly under-
stood, I have defended against my Germsn friends the Nor-
wegian point of view, and zgainst my friends of occupied
countries, the point of view of a "future Germany".

The starting point of my considerstien is that after
the Nazis' military collapse, many different interests
among the Germans will meke themselves felt. viidely
different aims will be proclaimed when the resl anti-
Nazis and the many opportunists turn to all-out agita-
tion. An unrestrained terror will be directed azainst
the Nazi leaders and Gestapo people. The Nazi buildings
will be stormed and the Hitleristic organizations de-
stroyed. Notwithstanding the differences in many spheres,
many Germans will agree in one thing: to restore ele-
mentary democratic rights. It is to be hoped that neither
the German anti-Nazis nor the occupation forces will be
- 50 silly as to give the Nazils democratic rights. Other-
wise the demands for freedom of conscience and opinions
and for a minimum of organizations and press freedom are

the
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the natural reactions to many years of suppression.

The democratic character of the German revolution
will probably soon be recognisable. But democratic Jjus-
tice must not be restricted only to the Nazi leaders.
Not less responsible than the real Nazis are those who
supported their policy. A -settlement with Prussian -
militarism is on the programme. Officlsls, judges and
police will in great quontities have to be thrown out,
interned or jailed. Such measures lie none the less
within the framework of a consistent democratic revo-
lution which unfortunately was not fulfilled in 1918/19.

A revolution like this is bound to have social con-
sequences. If one shrinks back from these consequences,
one endangers democratic improvements. One of the first
demands will be to confiscate the estates of the "Junkers".
These will either be divided or transferred to the Labor
Unions.

Heavy industry and high finance are also responsible
for the war. The indispensable purge will leave many
factories ownerless. If one wants to break the influ-
ence of German pro-war monopoly capitals, one has to put
the cartels and finance institutes in official hands.

A democratic guarantezed control of industry also gives
one of the most essentisl foundations for a real demi-
litarization of Germany, and for an effective German
pqrticipatlon in the economic rebuilding of Zurope.

What forces in Germany are ready and able to under-
- take such a profound transformation of society? They
are not to be found in the army. On the contrary they
are to be found among the working classes, in co-opera-
tion with parts of the church movement and with the
bearers of a new German liberslism. Too long has the
democratic world been under the illusion that the gene-
rals one day would replsce the Nazis and take Germany's
fate-into their hands. It was forgotten firstly that
the old officer generation was linked up with the Nazis
in their fight against democracy, and that they were
for war of conquest, and, secondiy that most of the
younger German officers are real Ha21s. Only in cases
where close connections to liberal and churchly radical
circles exist, the army opposition can be szid to have
anything in common with democracy. These circles do
; not,.since 1942, see any possibility of bringing a
1 chan*e in the war by their own interference. At that
g time they offered to send prominent representatives to
f London and lioscow. London refused to accept the tech-
‘nical proposals. Vith the Russians no contact wes
established as the Gestapo destroyed a big illegal or-
' . gaenlzetion, even having some members in the Viar Llnisbry
‘ in Eerlin. This organization was called "Rote Kapelle'.

It is true that the catastrophe policy and prestige
strategy of Hitler &did develop a strong resistance among
the officers. It 1s also true that many of the old Frus-

slians are beginning to be desperate. A known case is.

that
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that of Nicolaus von Falkenhorst, who was German Commander-
in-Chief in Norway. He 1s not a Na21, is a deaaly enemy

of Terbvoven, the Reichskommlssar of Norway, and made no
secret of his aversion to yuisling and his gang. Never-
theless von Falkenhorst after New Year exaggeratedly de-
clared his loyalty to Hitler and exhorted the men to go

on fighting till the last cartridge. The generals also
now .understand that they today find less resonance .

among the population than a year ago. Losing generals

are less attractive than victorious marshals. ~

Notwithstanding this it 1s possible that Hitler
will first be replaced by -a generals government. This
can even be very useful. Hitler's generals ought not
to be spared from signing the documents in which the
defeat 1s acknowledged and the armistice terms set forth.
Should a dictatorship of generals be more than a short
temporary solution, there will unavoidably be a sharp
conflict with those powers, who are serious auout de~-
mocratic renQWOl.

Not only the officers, but also the soldiers rust

‘be thought of because the connection "Vehrmacht Party"

in spite of 211 friction is so clear and-beceause theare
are so many Nazl officers, the demand for the election
of representatives among the soldiers soon find certain
echo. This does not preclude that several front offi-
cers might be acknowledged as leaders, and in certain
cases even play a very active role in the revolution.
The army cannot, however, form the basis of a new German
administration. Already the realization of the demo-

"bilization demands an inclusion of soldiers councils.

Tendencies to-organizations of such councils are to be
found for instance in illegel cells asmong the military
and naval units in Norway.

In this context the question arises of what will
becorie of the German youth in uniform. They miss every
experlence of a democratic education. They will be

" marked by thelr experiences on the front. They are

lacking in professional education, and the participa-
tion in a normal life. Democratic reserves are firstly
to be found among small zroups of the young working-
class people who have remained strongly influenced by
thelr parents. They are also partly to be found among
the intellectuals. I know that what hanpened st the
University of Munich a year ago was of symptomatic im-
portance. The existence of many anti-Nazi organizstions -
at many high schools has been emphasized by many arrests
and executions during the last months. I have also
reason to asssume that circles among the young technical
intelligentsia will support a democratic policy.. The
German youth 1s not only a unitary pro-Nazi reserve.

Iy own experiences are from the spring 1940, as I -=-
happily not recognized -- as a Norwegian prisoner-of-
viar came to talk with a great number of young German
soldiers. Friends of mine who together with the deported
Norweglian teachers were sent to the coast of the Arctic
Ocean, and an acquaintance who during the war worked

1llegally
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illegally during a whole year in Germany, have told me
the same things; namely, that the most corrupt year
clesses sre those who took part in the Nazi movements
before 1933. The generstion that has grown up after
Hitler took over power, is a political, but only partly
Nazified. Te need not fear that they will stand on
.the Nazi side of the barricades during the revolution.
The most important thing to do 1s to give these young
people work and to re-educate them by letting them
participate in political life.

The opposition of the church, looked at from a
social point of view, reflects firstly the discontent
among the ‘country people and the middle c¢class. Ve can
assume that the church movement will play an important-
part .in the revolution. Particularly in sonthern and
western Germeny its more important sector, the Catholic
one disposes of a well organized apparatus which might
mean very much when the maintqinlng of & minimum of
order is concerned. It is easier for the men of the
church than for most other peéople to keep up their con-

. tacts. Since the end of last year they have tried to
~get into closer contact with notable representatives
- of other strata who are still frees. I myself had re-
cently the occasion to talk with a not unimportant man
of the Roman Cathollic Party. He convinced me the at-
tempts to establish an embryo-concentration in Germany
equal to the concentration of anti-Fascist Parties in
Italy had mede considerable progress during the last
time. Certain representatives of the working class
whose names of course cannot be menticned toke part
in these efforts; while on the other hand at least a
- frontier has been drawn toward the circles around
Schacht and Gordeler. One thing 1s pretty sure, that
there will be an important dlff@lenfaablon w1thin the
churchly strata. It must not be forgotten that a great
part of the Roman Catholic priests have actively en-
gaged themselves with the Nazis. At the Bishops' Con-
ference in Fulda in the summer 1940 the wing which spoke
for -the war policy of the Nazls won.

The baleance within the Protestant church is still
more doubtful. Many of its representatives have either
directly or vis Germen naticnalists gone over to Hitler.
People who as a protest agaanst the Nazi policy take
part in Catholic processions, will not be governed
merely by prlests. The situation becomes still more-

- . complicated owing to the fact that = number of the
i - most active anti-Nazis in the Church Party at the same
1 time belong to the most Conservatives in covering the
‘ .sclving of the soclal question.

"In real bourgeoisie circles Conservatism is strongly
compromised through the alliance with Hitler. 1In those
circles which today play with the thought of a2 monarchical
restoration, one will soon be faced with the question

~whether to risk an official breach with the democratic
movement. There are, however, Germsn Conservatives who
under the impression of the development in several occupied

countries,
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countries, have decided to choose a positive democratic

- starting point. Nor have the Nazis completely succeeded
to ‘destroy the powers of German Liberalism. DBut it
will hardly be a very important political factor during
the revolution. I am convinced that the strongest re-
serves of a new Germany sre among the Labor Opposition.
One can blame the olé German Labor movement for its
lack of constructive policy and its all but heroic
attitude in 1933. The fact 1is, however, that they,
in contrast to all the bourgeoisie parties never col-
laborated with Hitler. It 1is further s fact that the
young generation withinh the Labor movement has produced
the most active 1llegal work against the. Nazis. One
should not have any exaggerated hopes concerning the
extent of orgenized underground work, neither in Lzbor
circles nor in other circles. There are also today il-
legal groups, even more numerous than when the war
troke out. Lut they are firstly very smoall; secondly,
they are lsolated from.each other; snd thirdly, they
have not a common ideology. The supporters of these

- ‘groups are mostly completely unknown. Many of them
“hardly have the authority which would make them recog-
‘nized as leadetrs by the broad layers of the population.

The main point of the Labor Opposition is in reality
not the illegsl groups, but the works. In spite of all

.. measures, there is still a kernel of expert workers who
have gone through the school of the Trade Union move=-
rent. Among them there is a stratum of "naturally re-
liable nmen". They can create the foundation of free
Trade Unions. Later on it may be stated that the --

- it ‘might well be said all too wesk ~~ passive resistance
in German factories during this war has not been without
importance. The strikes during the last weeks, especially
in the Ferlin district, confirm the lesson from Northern
Italy where the workers strongly asserted their influence
as soon as thay had thrown off the. chains of Fascism.

It 1s here Iimportant to emphasize that the working places
containing "naturally reliable men" can be the most im-
portant organizing element in the revolution. From here
the danger of complete chaos might be successfully counter-
worked. Provided that the co-operation with other work-
ing groups and foremost with progressive intelligence
circles will be developed, the administration of modern
Germany can be built on this base.

.+ -In connection with the works and supported not only
i by the representatives of the industrial workers one :
could attack the tasks of the feeding of the people and

“the largest possible maintenance of the production, but
-also to questions concerning local order and administra-
tion. ‘hatever measures will be teken in connection

with the creation of a temporary central government,

1t will always be necessary to undertske the real re-
building of a new CGerman democracy from the very bottom.

On the basis of many reports and private information

we know that the Opposition Labor circles in Germany _
today hardly feel themselves closely connected with any .
of the previous political parties. Firstly, they are.

interested
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interested in forming a free and united Trade Union move-
ment united 2lso in the sense that the Christiasn labor
sector is included.

. My German Trade Union friends in Sweden have worked
out practical proposals for the rebuilding of this move-
ment. They want to tske over the technical apparatus
of the Arbeitsfront but banish the spirit of it. A tem-
porary central must be established as soon as possible,
but the decisive rebuilding will follow from the local
unities. I have heard from Germany that the ideas among
the 1llegal Trade Union lesders have the same tendency.

- Among the Opposition laborers in Germany the wish for

political unity still lives. They did not forget that

the split smoothed the way for Hitler. Former Socieal

Democrats would like & new Labor Party to carry on a
stronger policy, less directed by legalistic illusions.
Former Communists have given up the formula of the
"dictatorship of proletorianism™. On both sides there
1s a preparedness to build up a broad liberty party of
the laborers on the basis of a democratic socialistic
programme. Yhether it will be possible to build up

"such a politicel party depends on factors which will

be settled outside Germany and foremost Win the Soviet
Union. Today the German Communists declzre that they
are for Democracy and unity. They are even willing to
write off a class war for a long time. They criticize
certain circles among the Social Democrats for repre-
senting too radlcsl social ideas. Judging only from
the .contemporary point of view we should have to sup-
pose that the Gernan Communists during the time after

. Hitler would stand not Left but Right of the Social De-

mocrats. But it is surely wise to count with the change
of the positions of different groups. In any case it

- should be clear that there is no illegal movement of

sufficient strength or unity capable of taking over the
government immediately after Hitler. On the other hand
we may hope that the new organized powers of Germsn de-

mocracy will be strong enought to establish and keep up

a new order in co-operation with all progressive ele-
ments. The way to a new order in Cermany cannot go via
parliamentary elections. Democracy first has to create
the parties and other free organizations, ss well as
local organs with the aid of which it will be possible
to function in the long run. So being, it would be dis-
astrous if the occupation forces would hinder the crea-
tion of parties. -

A new German government wiil, in my opinion, imme~
diately be faced with the following tasks, in order to

-hold its own against the conscious part of its own people

and on the other hand to offer the peace guarantees de-

manded by the Allies:

~First the Nazl criminals must be hit at without
consideration. They have to be arrested 2nd punished
and if it is wanted, to be given over to the Allied na-
tions. All public institutions must be purged from
active Nazis. SS. people, Gestapo men and other Nazl

criminals
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criminals must be interned, and in so far as they are.
not sentenced for concrete crimes they should be put to
forced lasbor. It will not be possible to solve these
problems .if the new government takes over the German
police. That is the police of Himmler even though there
are a few decent policemen among them. The police it~
self needs a fundamental. purgation.

Secondly, fundamental democratic rights have to be
re-established at least in principle and then carried
out in practice step by step at least for those who re-
cognize democracy as a. basis of work. Within this
frame freedom of organization and press will be intro-
duced. But there will be no elections. The basis of

- the democratic state have to be created in such a way
that on one side free Trade Unions ‘and parallel organi-
zations, on ‘the other ponlitical parties, can develop.

Thirdly, it is necessary to save the people from
hunger and unemployment as far as it is possible.

. These tasks are only to be solved if it i1s deter-~
-mined to take over a great part of the economical con-
.trol apparestus from the Nazis. If this \is not done,
there will be a great economic collapse. It is to be
provided that relisble people will be put on the top
in all economic affeirs, and that a democratic control
will be built up.  Co-operative production and deliver-
ing orgenizations will play a great role. -Ilore important
than a dispute of dogmas sbout the question "full so-
cializing" or "free economy" 1s how to get food and work
- for the people. This is only to be obtzined with the
‘help of enormous systematic measures. This necessity
will be emphasized through the letting over of certain
parts of economic life into the hands of the public.

The fourth task will be to democratize the admini-
strations on different areas such as education, etc.
The municipal self-government has to be made stronger.
The cultural and administrative.decentralizing has to
be co-ordinated with the stronger centralizing in eco-
nomic spheres. ’

The solution of these main problems as a base for
further development on democratic lines is, however,
depending on the sttitude of foreign countries toward
the German revolution, as well as the foreign policy
of this revolution. It is a banality to state that
the future German development to a very great extent
will depend on foreign factors. I hope that a great
‘number of German Democrats count with the fact that
Germeny will be a second class great power, that they
are serious about the disarmament, that they will render
serious help in rebullding the dameged cities, and that
they mean it seriously in the efforts to win the masses
of the people in the work for an entire European co-
operation, and for a policy of internstional rights.

‘I also know that even after the defeat there will

be







