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Chief, WE 18 November 195
Attns Chief, Italisn Branch ’
Senior Representative, o 3

Alleged Clandestine Commumication with
Anti-Communist Cells in the USSR

Father Tomislav POJLAJEN; aka Thomas (EORGES
aks Tommaso KOLAKOVIC; aka Identity A

Refs DIR-19627; [ e N 3

1. At the remast of & .* 1 met with Subjecd om 26 October at
the 2 vhom Subject had comtacted with the message that
hs had vital i.nruruun on the political situstion in Viet Hem which
ho claimed was of great impertance to ODYOXE. The primmry purpese

therefors of mm Sebjest was to extract frem kim the i.nfa'nﬂ.en
which he allegedly leld, THowswir, in aCition to tha nogitive
intelliganoe aspects of Subject's return to Gome, & I had received
in his previons interview with Subjeot, reported ing 3,
information sufficient to suggest the possidility that Subject might be
of operational interest to KUBARE, Swbject's imown background as
mmauzhwwum his allsged high contascts in the
Vatiomny 375 affi wes 2 Cathelic priest working under
cower; mauhdammamﬂuttmhnﬁthmcm
and his ppmmamzyumluimmm.dwm-u the
desiradility of learning more about this man and his sctivities.

2. With this in mind[C 73 met with Subject the evening of 26 October
and aftar an exchangs of general amenities and an explamation by T
of =~ JEts inability to meet with him, ths interview got umhruy, :

3. Subject told[ Jlthat he had arrived in Hanol the morming of

7 Ootober snd had ascomplished his mission which was %o carry Christian
literature for distridutiom, via Catholic Bishops among whom he named
Bishép DOOLEY, Apostolic Delegate and Bishop QUEI, to Catholic priests
who will remain behind in North Viet Nem., Subject left Hanol twe
svening of 7 October just before the Communists woved into ths clty.
Subject then procesded to reiterats. that information which be had given
in references prior to his departure for Saigon. FHe said that French
businsssmen and French philo-Commmnists, the former for sconoalc motives
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and the latter for politisal motives, wre seoretly but actively working

10 destroy Viet Nam independence. He named (fnu) BORIS, (fnu) NORA and

(f£au) BORDAZ, Counsellor of the French Commission in Saigon, as the three

men who with spproval of the French Govermment are supporting General

HIEN (eie), Chief of the Qeneral Staff, General LE VEN (sic) and Gensral .
XYUAN (sic), Chlef of the locel Seourity Forces, in their sfforts to -
undermine the DIRM Government. According to Subject these men will be

suoceasful in destroylng the DIEM Govermment with the result that South

Viet Nam will be laid open to the Communists unless ODYOKE moves fast,

declares its firm support of DIEM, and takes a strong and determined

stand against Prench machinitions in Viet Nanm,

L. Having heard his story/. ] remarked that what Subject had related
did not add substantially to what hs had already told us befors hs went
to Saigon, Subject admitted that this was so but said that his visiy
had confirmed the urgency of the #’’—~i%<~ and ha wa= eager that this
sense of urgensy be tran==itiad o/~ a. T 1assured Subject
that hs wovld menert to L= Awhat had just been told hinm and would
restate to 1 ths urgency which he attached to the information.
L 7] pointed out, howsver, that since DIEM himself was fully informed
of tne situation and was in direct contect with the ODYOXE Chief of
Mission in Saigon it was reascnable to conclude that this same
information had alresdy been reported to ODACID's highest lsvela.
Subject agreed that this was prebably true and concurred with [ ' 3
observation that any report on the matter by ~1 ould probably be

S. A psuse ensued in the conversstion and after o moment or two [~ . 3
ssked Subject if he had something ~l=a ~~ wis mind, Subject said he
also wanted to solicit the aid of = 2 in procuring a visa so that
he eculd visit the United States and contact various peopls to appeal to
them for monsy to finance his work, Subjest sald he wanted to visit
Bishop SHEEN and Cardinal STRITCH of Chicago whom he described as the
most. astute Church leader in Amerioca. He also said that hs hoped that
C 1 might give him lettars of introdustion to industrialists such
as FORD whom he could approach far ths money so nsoessary to the
contimeation of his work of feeding the minds and souls of Russian
Christians. He added that these Christians are working to spresd smong
the Russian people the Christian ethic, the natural moral law, the
stendards of human decency and the natural dignity of the individual
which will one day cause the atheistic materialism and tyranny of
Commmnisn to crumble and fall.

6. Z ) replied that he would inquire on the question of the visa.
[L 7 then expressed great intersst in the work which Subject had
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montioned anB6ld h{SEHat = Ihad many Cathelle friends in America
who might be willing to assist his work which & ] personslly regardad
as contalning a great good for the Western world and an imaenes
potential in the pressnt conflict of two world ideologies. e |
observed, however, that he was unable to understand this work embedied
only in the person of Subject and confesged that it was difficult to
imagins a namsless organisat?~~ without any known membership and no
visible means of support. = _1 urged Subject to tell him more of the
detalls of his work, its organisation, its objuctives, its means, its
accomplishments, its potential for expansion, stc.

7. Since it would serve little practical purposs to convey here the
ocomy*~*~ narrative form of the converssation that ensued between Subject
and /=~ 1 t-~=e follows a pressntation of the essentials which Subject
related to, Yand which were derived partially from direct and indireet
questioning and probing and partially from Subject's voluntary
explanations of his background, his work and his objectives,

8. Subject first became comvinced of the reality of a Christian under-
ground in Russis when he served as a partisan officer in the Red Ammy in
194k, During that time hs remained a practicing Catholic priest and

. centinasd to say Mass and minister the Sacraments clandestinely. After
the surrender of Qermany, Subjsct, with the assistance of high=-ranking
Soviat army offfoers to whom he had bound himself Ly restoring their
Faith and by ministering to tham the Sscraments of his Church, entered
Russia under an sssumed identity and travellsd extensively throughout the
cowtry alwiys woving from ons Christian contact to amother. During
this sojomrn he found overwhelming evidence that the basieally spiritual
natare of the Russian peopls, both Catholic and Orthodox, had survived
the anti-religious campaigns and spurious religious tolerstion of the
Stats, He found among all levels of soclety persons fired with the
counter-ideology of Christian beliefs and teachings which gave them the
strength te orgamise clandestine Christian commnities and % preserve
the validity of the conscience as a moral guide in questions of right and
wrong. He found true anti-Communists who risked death and punishment to
persevers in the truw practice of their religions.

9. Inspired by his conviction that an efficacious counter<foree, backed
by strong spiritual motivations which equalled and surpassed those of the
convinoced Marxist, did in fact exist within Russia, he determined upon
his return to the West to devots himsslf to supplying these people with
literature wherewith they could expand and teach Christian countere
propaganda. FHe sought and received support for his campaign from
Cardinal TISSERANT of the Congregation of the Oriental Church under whose
compstence fall the Oriental Rites of the Bast which are in communion
with Roms. As a Jesult, subject to the oath of obedience to his
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superiors hs sought and received the support and approbation of the

Jesult Oeneral (then the Polish predecessor to the incumbent Bslgian
Qeneral JANSSEN3). He was authoriged by his superiors to rematin a

clandestine Catholic priest.

10. Subject cited as supporters and collaborators who are au courant
of his work, Fr., LETBER, 3.J., Secretary to the Pope and Mons
SIGISMUNDT of the Sacred Congregation of Propaganda Fide whose ralaon
dletre is the Propagation of the Falth throughout the world, Although
FUMASONDI-BIONDY is currently Prefesct of Propaganda Fide he is
too old to carry his duties and the prastical administration of the
Congregation falls to his sscretary, SIGISMUNDI. In addition to the
finanoes received from these churchmen Subjeet receives donations from
Catholic Bishops throughout the world and from Catholic industrialists of
proven faitk., Catholic publishers in Europe ceoperate with him in the
publication of anti-Communist books and pamphlets. These publications
Subjeet desoribed as designed to hit at the bass of the Marxist structure,
to exposs ths deception and lack of logic in the Marxist theory, to show
the inoonsistenciess of the present day Seviet leaders, and to restore
minds, which have been twisted by Communist propaganda, to the light of
truth. Swbject said his publications are based on Christian philosophy
and Catholicism and treat also with sociological and economic thought.

11. BSubject's methods for getting the literature behind the Iron Curtain
and into interior chammels are varied, They include contacting trusted
Buropesn travellers from the West (apparently those from all European
countries whom he referred to as "our friends") who travel to Russia and
the Satellite countries on lsgitimate trade and commercial visits, BHe
also uses those who travel from the Rast to the West for business
reasons, to attend sport events and fairs and those who are in the West
on diplomatic and technical aissions, Although Subject admitted that
these latter were few and very difficult toc contact securely he said he
had met with some measure of success among them. No contact is made
unless the person being considered is vouched for by known and trusted
friends., Preliminary contacts are sometimss made over and ower again
by refugee co=nationals to gauge ths political thought and spiritual
substance of the person being eonsidered. After having recruited persons
to the task of carrying ths material across the borders they are given
the name of ome person inside to whom they consign the publicatioms.

This person then distributes the material to his contacts and the books
are passed on from ons to another among the members of the underground,

12. When asked for specific examples Subject told & I that “We have

a French girl in Moscow Unmiwersity who works for us; who is doing
axcellent work smong the students and who is free to travel between

Moscow and Paris to report her progress,® He cited also "a radio engimser
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in Prague who spesks and acts like a Commmnist but is one of us woridng
clandestinaly against the regims.” Subject sald this engineer has built
up a small cell, The system of the structure i3 that of insulated
ocontast by which one man converts four and then each of the fouwr converts
another four, ets., without identifying one to another. He described
the work as infimitely slow becauss of ths security involved but said that
as a long-rangs program the work is moving forward, He added, "Of course
we have many in prison and some have died but the work continuss." His
people work also on the Soviet soldiery outside of Fussia and he claims to
have converted some who then have gone back to Russia and quistly joined
the ranks of the underground.

‘13. Obvicusly all of that which Subject toldlC .1 was of interest and

carries a significant potential for ths ascomplishment of KUBARK'Ss
intelligense aission. The potential in the ZODIAC~-ZOMBIE flald is
immediately apparent. The existence of a potential in the propaganda
and peychological warfere field is manifest, A1l this ~* course
predicated on the sstsblishment of certain facts, Forls 73 the first
fact to establish was the bona fides of Subject himeelf although
aduittedly all of Subject's claims relative to a functioming underground
behind the Ourtain are going to require carsful investigation and
assessment. Tt will be noted that the traces forwarded in DIR-19627
repartsd Subject as an adwenturer ar® -~ imposter who was without high
Vatiosan contasts. This report led" 1 to be alightly chary of Subjeet
and to seek tangible evidance that Subjsct was in fact supported by
Cardinal TISSERANT.

1k, Comssquemtlyf= _J told Subject that his personal interest was high
onough to stimulate a desire %o talk directly to Cardinal TISSERAMT in
order that hs might hear ¢he Cardinal's visws and opinions on the work
whieh Subject had deserihed.  Subject replied that he could not promise
the Carédi==? =pld sea®s  Jbut said that he thought ¥he Cardinal would
recsive 3. Sjpointad out to Subjest that [T a
responsibilitiss involved Italy and that she was much toe preoccupied with
her dutiss in that direetion to turn her attention to such a glebal
situation as the matter under discugsion, Subjeet then agresd that he
would seek an appointment for/~ ] to talk with TISSERANT the next day.

15, 2L Jross to terminate the interview, having set an how for a
phone call +»~ =arning of 27 October, Subjeot stated that he wmld °
oconfids toy_ ] a olosely guarded secret which hs begged T ] to
protect most discrestly becauss there are very few persons in Italy who
know it. Subject then related that Minister FANFANT had issued him a
false passport under a false name (that of Identity A reference).

T Jexamined the passport briefly and saw that it was much used and
had been issued by the Qusstura of Fome sbout a year age. Tol. )
inquiries Subject replied that he had used stateless refugee papers
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issued by the Belgian Govemmant formerly but had found that with such
decuments extensive travel was extremesly difficult and hopelessly
couplicated, 1In addition he said he felt that he could movs more
securely and accomplish more if his movemsnts were not gemsrally, known as
they would be under any of his old identities., Consequently ha)nqmmd
FANFANI, then Minister of Interior, whom he described as a good Gatholic,
to help him, The Minister personally had the passport issued and
aocording to SubP ot the only persons who inow to whom the passport went
are FANPANI and DOMODO (sic) in the Foreign Office., (DOMODO may be

.. identical with Francesco Maria DOMINEDO.)

16. On the morning of 27 Ootober [ -} after having clsared with

T 1, met Subject at a pre-arranged spot and together proceedad to

34 via delle Conocilissione, offices of the Congregation of the OGrisntal
Church, to meet+ »+h Cardinal TISSERANT. Upon entering the building
Swbiact askedZ I if he preferred to talk to the Cardinal alome,

C 2 responded that he had nothing to say to the Cardinal which he did
not want Subject to hear and that he had no objéectionr *~ Subject being
present during the interview, The Cardinal receivedl _1 most cordially
in a friendly informal manner with no sign of officiousnass or
oonpyiousness of the dignity of his rank, After all were comfortably
seated the conversation opaned with an exchange of enmmntional remarks
on Rems and the climate, eto., After some minutes £ ] opensd the
business at hand by stating that he had had a most interesting conversation
with Subject the night before and that what he had heard irdicated to
] that Subject's worv was of immense valus to the world, to the West
and to the Church, ;; 3 frankly stated that what Subject was doing was
somsthing that needsd to bes done and expressed personal regret that ths
Vatioan had not seen the nscessity of such work long sgo. The Cardinal
agreed that the Vatican had been slow and added that "we in ths Vatican do
not always think alike.* The Cardinal said that he had worked with
Subject since 1945 and regarded Subject as completely dedicated to his
work which he considered of the highest importancs to ths Church and to
the West, The Cardinal continusd by saying thet hs gave sssistance to
Subject not as Prefect of the Oriental Congregation but as an individual
Gardinal of the Church, (This distinction is not quite clear but

perhaps TISSERANT meant as an individual Cardinel with diocssan
respensibilities.) In response toC ]’ direct question the Oardinal
confirmed that Subject is a practicing prisst who celebrates daily Mass
privately. Returning to the subjeot of division of thought among
Yatican personalities the Cardinal stated that he personally advocated
ths Church Militant. . ] replied that he too shared this attitude and
expressed the opinion that although *»» Church Suffering could undoubtedly
accomplish a great deal spiritually -Iwas couvinced that prayer and
suffering in the face of such an enexy as atheistic Commumnisn needsd to
be united actively with the Church Militant if we in our day were to see
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the Ohurch Triwmphant. (The use of the above terms in t“= manse given
are of course technically and doctrinely allegorical.) [0 1 continued
by stating that he saw in Subject's program the potential for expsnsion
and the peasibility of making it even more astive. &~ P pointed out
that since Subject had channels through which anti-Commurdst propaganda
could flow it occurred toi= Jthat these chammels could be two way and
that by them information, which the Cardinal surely recognised as also
being important to the West, could flow out. The Cardinal replied that
he recognissd this poseibility but that this uss:not the prime objective
of Subject's work. The Cardinal added, howsver, that he doss recsive
information from behind the Iron Curtain which permits him to measure the
effect and prograsa of the Christian work being carried on by Subject and
hMs friends.C 1 again indicated his interest and repeated to the
fawdinal that which he had told Subject the night before: vis: that
 Dhad many Catholic friends in America who might be willing to help
and shat ] intended to contact them when he visited *‘~~-lca in Novesmber.
The Cardingl said that this wounld be goed and requssted _J %o be

-disorest in Ws contacts. [ “Jreplied that it was his intention to

be disoreet and ohserved with a smile that although he had been in Italy
only s few years he did not have the impression, from his observations,
that the Vatican itself was very securs in its internal matters. The
Cardinal returned the smile and said that he had been in Rome since 1908
and that he was very much aware of the lack of security in ths Vatiosm,
B sald it was for this very resson that his assistance to Subject was
always handled by hime=1f versonally and with ths greatest diseretion,
(Later as Subject and i© ~“Jwere leaving the bullding Subject praised
TISSERANT and said that this was one Cardinal who knew how to keep Ms
1lips sealed.  Subject chserved, to emphasise his statement, that nons of
the functionaries in the offices kmew hig real identity or ths reasons
for Mas many visits to the Cardinal.) While on the subject of security
= I remaried thet, inasauch as we shared the same attitude on the
security of the Vatican he would appresiate it if the Cardinal would
regard our conversation in confidence and jokingly added that he was not
quite asking for ths asal of the confessional. TISSERANT smiled and
hagtoned to ssenre QAthat our discussion would remain with him alone.
Before leavingy. - told TISSERANT he would be most appreciative if,
upon his return to Home, he night meet with the Cardinal from time to
time for further conwarsgation, The Cardinal sald he would be most
happy to receive _ Tlat his office in thes Congregation or at his home
and added that ~ _J could call him directly on hie ~iwate telephane to
fix an sppointmsny at which time hs would receive; as discrestly as
nassihle, Our conversation sndsd yith a few pleasantries turning en

c impending home leave,”. ] family and the Cardinal's visits to
the ted States,

SECRET




SBCRET

DOENSTIZED s

per DOL 70-17 7

17. Herewith for the record and possible future use are the addresses
and talephone mumbers of Cardinal TISSERANT. FHoms: Via Po 250, Roms,
telephone 865=8LY. Office: Via della Conciliasions 3L, Roms, telephone
§55251 (Vatiocan Central), personal extension 273. :

18, Subject andZ T left the building of the Congregation together and
Subject accepted = -7 invitation to drive him to a bus stop where he
could catch a bus to carry him downtown to a travel agency whers Subject
intended to book. ressrvations to Venssuela, Vhile driving Subject turned
to the question of a visa and stated that he would lilke to include a visit
to the U, S, on his way to Venesuela, He addéd that he was in a hurry to
got started since he had many South American businessmsn who he expected
would give him financial assistance. . 7 asked Subject exactly how he
worked his approach since obvicusly if he were to accomplish his purpose
he would have to introduce himsel! under his real identity and estadlish
his bona fides. Subject explainedc tiat he used his present identity only
for travel and made his introduwotions under the name of Father GEORGE
since he was well kmown by that nams, He said his bona fides were
saslly established wherewer he went by Catholic friends and Catholic Bishops
all over the world.

19. C explained to Subjeot ths difficulties in acquiring e visitor's
visa, ons of which was the requirement of filling out a detailed
questisnnaire which would cbviously pressnt some problems considering the
fact that he was trawelling under falss documentation, Subject said

that ke could provide the name of a peraon in Washington, one Monsignor
Paul YUOU-PIN, Chinese Cultnre Center, who would vouch for his visit,

With further explanation by & .1 Subject quickly perosived that mere
than a few complexities would arise in getting a wies ¢# hig fdentity and
relstionship to TISSERANT were to be proteotsd. C A indicated that it
might not be impossible to arrange s visa but that it was somsthing that
conld not be dons quickly if it was to be done securely. ™ 3 reminded
Subject that it would be indeed awkward and embarrassing if it becames known
that FANFARY had issued hinm the passnort which he cmrried. Subjeot agreed
that this was true and scoepted " 1 juggestion that he leave the matter
of the visa suspendsd until;~ 7 re*-mmed to Rome and could persomally
turn his atteation to the proniam, @~ ) told Subjest that they would
ses each other again upon — . return to Rome and aslked Subject what his
plans were in the msantims, Subject said he planned to fly to Paris on
28 October; remain there for a few days and then on to Venssuela where

he plammed to stay until about the first of December. He intended then
to return to Roms and within a few days go to India, He described Indla
as the most important field for his work outside the Iron Curtain beeause
Cormunist propaganda is gaining swiftly every day and there is no
effective counter-propaganda to comsbat their doctrins. He will sttend a
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shurch sonfarence in Indis and agein return to Roms about 1 April 1955,
L 1 ezpressed M= regrets at being sbeent from Reme in Deoember but
saia Shat = ~3 would be happy to see hin and asked that Subject
call ~ 1 at Ms hems when he returned from Venswusla.

20../~ ] in taking leave of Sudjeot, reaffirmed his interest in

Bubjeetts work and told Subject hs would look forward to seeing him again’

in Foime. ypom his rebwrn from India. Subjeot said that ha would call
£ 2 wpem his xetum and reminded £ 1 that s could always reash hin
via an.
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