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1* Attached is translated but, unprocessed report entitled Me Pontifioal
RUSSIOUM College, Row - Survey and Appreciation'.

2. Date of Report 10 January 1949. Evaluation B-3.

N The original Italian report has been retained in our files.
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The whole block of buildings hounded by via Carlo Alberto, via Carlo Catta-

neo, Via Napoleons III., Via Gioherti and Piazza Santa Maria Maggiore i Altarg

belongs to the Holy See. In this am ara. located the Pontifical Oriental

Institute, the Pontifical Lombard Institute, the Pontifical.AMseirgiellege
is lo ted 19)

and the Pontifical Archaelogioal Institute. The Bussa;:ollege mot= Rte..
which	 used as a convent of monks of

building in Via Cattaneo, Wins was formerly rinanimbebb* 	 tee

• thelqAugustinian order and later as a hospital.
.mt*Sism

In 1929 the .** bordering with the courtyard of the Oriental Institute

was destined by Vatican 'Metals for the saw Russian College.. The old 'churn*

:datingtron the 5th-6th century was transformed into a nysantiae-Slav temple:

Next to it a modern building was erected to accommodate the aollsy9 which
was solemn, inaugurated in =tin 1929 by the late Cardinal

ka.4
then sidoW of the Oriental Congregation.

The first head of the college was a Slovak:Jesuit, !athe4AVO  , sled

by Rather Giusepp	 (an Austrian Iseult), and laths MOM a -

-Palish Jesuit). The school at first had six students, VASmeimg_AkreipmeeMs„

The others were a Russian,ANID4010roles, Bielorneelane and amItallanfli

PAVANI, who currentiy Is in the Vatican Diplomatic Corps as representative

the Hague.

During that ttmeeMegrAichele WHIRSONT enjoyed great influence with

Pope Pins II. It was hoped that the Soviet regime would soon come to an'ead,

and consequently an adequate number of missionaries were trained te he sent tol.

Russia as soon as conditions *Mould Allow it. At first the number of Bufelima;-.

attending the school was very united, since most students were Italian*,
411f

Preach, German, Dutch, etc., via, Ity letting their beard grow1ieved in goar
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fa:ith thst they were fitted to carry out thole missionary work in Russia.
and scientific

•,7be 1929-1933 period was spent in the catbedsisal sp iritual buriutl

training of the pupils, and was undoubtedly profitable. Although not an

exceptionally clever man, Father 7AVORKA was at least an honest Slav and a

good administrEtor.
his

Unfortunately, after the death of Cardinal SIENA° (au Italian), IIIIIIIIIrkl

‘ ‘‘T:post was given to a Frenchman, Cas=ftibgenieI WEROFf, who, in spite Of

his great culture and high moral standardymd all the faults of ihe typical
bourgeois,

French .bolgmeis and above all, lacked 49,0 intellectual vision. In the place

of Father ZAVORKA.he appointed a French Jesuit, Filipp

an notwithstanding his shamming manners, enforced an i

college. Thus the essentially Slav atmosphere prevailing in the.instituto:.

gradually gave way to a scholastic regime charadkzed by the worst type of

French Jesuitism. As a result; many students left the college.

The new rector gave a new character to the school. Besides making it

computiory attending scientific courses at the Pontifical Gragorian thaTirsitt
By mane of

the curriculum acquired somewhat a political aspect. /Lectures, exhibitions
in 1932

(especially noteworthy that organized/by Father 	 a Canadian, againat

WI Communist atheism), concerts, etc., every effort was made in with a,view

to attracting under the influence of the college as man y %sa lmis thou re-

siding in Italy as possible. These activitim did dot escape the attention

of people in Moscow, and a campaign started in the Russian press denounO1A4

the policy of the executives of the Russicum College.

. Officially, the purpose of the school was the religious and scientific

training of Catholic missionaries in liberated Russia. In effect, pupils were

:
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prepared for the fight against the Marrian doctrine and the Soviet regime.
wv,e

These idtentions mightAbe laudable', but the methods employed me decidedly

wrong. The Vatican should know, for exmaqle, that the esuits are very such

heted in Russia. The appellative of "Jesuit" is considered an offense by the

Russians. Consequently, to appoint one as head of the school was undoubiddlY

a mistake from both a psychological and political point of view.

29se-meuree-ves-esimieed-prkee4-fin-iboa-irerief*-4p***114,4*-t*

-4a-Se-Brance.	 years
	  • purl he five	 le."...,..49 �:sztora4eXer!

t441.'W=4401
Issis	 y two Russians, Iether Alessand	 0 (Currently in Paris)

gill
and Father Sergi OBOLENSE13/04*. Ii the other seminarists (about forty)

belonged toto oth nationalities.

ba-iapaasaires-shat t,ie college Ss gradually 1	 its importance, per-
4. 	 •■4 

haps for the lack of financial funds and because of/24**e hope of seeing the

present Regime in Russia owerthrown.
ultqa" g

In December 1947 the Rector, Father DC MOIL &Lauder buenos Aires, to.

join the many Russians who had already left Rome for settling down in Argo**

Originally, his intention was to remain there only one Year, but i t •el= thnt4:s.

h:
A
leno wish to return to Rome. Ras place has been taken by one of his'

pupils, Father Gustav 	 an Austrian, who recently published a boat em- :
-

titled "historical Dialectics On Marxianisar, which was strongly attaeksd in.

an article which appeared in L'Unita'. Father wETTER'e assistant is talbegg:;.'

?lithe IISCHOVICVlow old, who likes to pose as a hermit, in the style of the -

Russian aints. -Thngteachi of social and political subjects is entruped

&	

'.

e\ ito the	 VALINKO, rne of the very few Russian Jesuits. He is also the Fre-
War	 OW ININIS la

,
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sident of the committee for the assistance to Russians.
make the Russimmd

OD RPGIS' origindlintontion was to Esmstertaxitalp College a Witk#094/
•	 center for Russian political reftugees in Italy. This plan, however, has cum-

attend religious
pletely failed inasmuch as the Ruesians prefer to samattrirrstsi ge services

at the Orthodox Church located in Via . Pthestro no.71, =In= In 1547 the

iollege bad only five or six pupils, all Italians. Some time . later an elderly

man, one ion BOCK (4), a former member of the Tsarist diplomatic corps, swam

admitted in the college, and after only one year's training, was ordained

priest. However, because of his advanced age, he will be merely exploited
accost-

for propeganda purooses. In view of the fact that the large buildings/smells*

modating the schooOractically empty, the ecclesiastical authorities have

decided to use it for other purposes. In fact, the fourth storey is currently

occupied by the St. Damasoeno Colleges 91baiL4m. about thirty priests who

	

wish to specialise themselves in some faculty at the local university. Thwy	 .
]

belong to various uriental creeds (Chaldean, Meronite, etc.), -and have

little contacts with the pupils of the %seism College. Their school naster...,

is also a Jesuit& itliCele.‘1311—Weunee-itid—zOniselfirrit■..
--,•"

The Rutsicum College was founded because of the great interest which Pope

ttriatv%'Plum XI. had for the	 of Catholicism in Oriental oountries. Pope

Plus XII., however, feels differently about this polior, hence the prespnt

Ce... k.a6S =41decline of that argasicatina. The Aussie= college eli

4%;LPontifical Oriental Institute, located in Piazza Santa maria Maggiore

s	 ;	 k147.43:iif")
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tgere4'41No.T, la bombast	 school for 5 aminarist5who wish to specialize them-
selves not only in problems dealing with Russia, but Aall the eastern countriesinstitution

well. It is :tbT. oldest msgsimwmtrm of its kind, and devotes a great dealN

of its attention to the political aspects of the life in,the last, with the
result that it has become el	

?
emer	 orme on center on politicaland re-

11.gloue matters 4tra*virciuntries. It also elmbewissiM4impublio4ma..-
11C theologicaladd.phllosophical and historateatiees on problems conneetedt,
with the Nast.


