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- .Polish Jesuit). The school st firet had six stulents, LACAdiag.She Sonsese,

The others were a m-m.AmWru-, Bielorussiane and as Itdtn.@

“the Hague.

r o

The whole dlock of buildings bounded by via Carlo Alderte, via Carlo Cetta-
neo, Via Napoleons III,, Via Gioberti and Piazza Santa Maria Maggiors, Mwmes
AALS gl 0N
belongs to the Holy See. In this a®e & located the Pontifical Oriental
Toetitute, the Pontifieal Lombard Instituts, the Pontifical’ Russ -iouego

is located 12)
and the Pontifical Archaelogioal Institute. The Bussida Uollege wmmmytws Ahe .
which used as a convent of mnks
bunding in Via Catianeo, mkmyx was formeriy Ilw Inx

the qluguat_inia.n oxrder and later as a hospital.
' In 192 thie Arw bordering with the courtyard of the Oriental Institute

was destined by Vatican offieials for the ew Russian College. The old church
dating from the 5th-Gth century was transformed into a Byssutine-Slav temple. :

Next to 1t a modern building was erected to accommodate the collegp, 'hich
wes solemny insugurated in agtumm 1929 by the late Cardinal M

: hesd :
~ then ohie® of the Oriental Congregation.

The first head of the college was a SlovakiJesuit, htlur!uvo
by Pather Qlulqp*m (an Austrian Jesuit), asd mm.#ns 4‘?

PAVA!I. who currently ie in the Vaticam Piplomatic Corps as rcprennhﬂn ;_

Dunng that time Msgr.Michele D'MIU! enjoyed great 1nnuoncc ﬁth
Pope Plua XI, It was hoped that the Soviot regime would soon come to an’ nd,

“apd moquenﬂy an naoqunto nupbder of missioneries were trained to be sent tc'

Russia as soon as conditionl abould rilow it. At first the »nulbor ot ll_nim;

attending the school was very limitdd, since most students were Italians,

_ French, German, Dutch, etc., whay 'y_l-etting their beard gm::'\sydlond in gook
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.,»;l'hc 1929-1933 period was spent in tho m epiritual Irxinimx>adxiin

- French ekwwwis  and above all, lacked agl intellectual viaion- In the pheo

SRS, SSRS T AE

fa":lth thst they were fitted to carry out waedw missionary work in Russiea.
and scientific

training of the pupils, and was undoubtedly profitavle. Althougb not an

exceptionally clever man, Father JAVORKA was at least an honest Slav and a

good administr:tor. ' )

. his
Unfortunstely, after the death of Cardinal SINCERO (an Italian), ZiA¥@wisd

:post was given to a Frenchmar, Cardinsl* lhgenio SSERANT, who, in saite of

his greast culture and high morel stmdard) had all the faults of t.ho typical
bourgeois,

of Father JAVORKA .he appointed a French Jeeuit, Filivp REGIS, a man who

Fuavet.
ux notwithstanding his ahexmimg manners, enforced an iron discipline in the . |

college. Thus the essentially Slav atmosphere prevailing in the institute: % ° i

v

gradnally gave way to a scholastic regime charact®ized by the worst fype of
French Jesuitism. As a result. many students left the college. - . L 4
The new rector gave a new character to the school. Besides making it - Q

compukdory attending ecientific courses at the Pontifical Gragorien Uﬂnmcy
By means of A

the curricnlum aeqmred somuwhat a political aspect. /‘octums, exhibitions
in 1932 B

(especially noteworthy that organized/ by Father, T Ya Canadian, azaimat . ':

the Commmist atheism), concerts, etc., every effort was mede Xa with & view 4
to attracting under the influence of the college &8s many Russians then re- B v
8iding in Italy as possidble. These activitius d1d ot escape the attention
of people ir Moscow, and a cempaign starteé in the ‘mseian press denounoing
the policy of the executives of the Russicum College.

"~ Offieially, the nurvose of the school was the religious and scientific

training of Catholic missionarties in liberated Russia. In effect, pupils were




p.reparod for the fight against the Marxian doctrine and the Soviet regime. ‘
These irtentions might'rl;: 1audah16'. but the methods employed w decidedly 7‘}
~wrong. The Vatican should kuow, er1~ examnle, that the Jesults are very much '
.h:iited in Russis. The appellative of "Jesuit" {s conside.red an offense by the
.Vm'saians. Consequently, to appoint one ae head of the school was undoubtédly

e mistake from both a psychological and political point of view. .
q"'_——mri he five 924 7 /Y8 2 m
years

| rquatndenesof| y two Russians, FPather Aleesandro 0 {Gurrently in Paris)
? | ol &

and Father Sergi osox.msx:[,mm 1 the other seminarists {about forty) - *
. - T /934 ) -
nationalities. g g
+ Ce conogo’gndudly loax its gwoytanci. pere
Ko ;T
) hspa for the lack of financial funds and because of {Wyvhe{hope of seeing the

: MOngd to oth

e

preeout Regime in fuseia owerthrown.

In December 1947 the Rector, Father /E REUIS, mtu Buenos Afres, to. -
o ot <

join the many Russians who had already left Rome for settling do'n in Am

Orisinally. bis intention was to remain there only ome year, but it um thﬁ

It 4
he‘hn no wish to return to Rome. Hes place has been takem by one of his - - '
pupils, Father Gustav , 8n Austrian, who recently published a book em- '

' b v titled "historical Dinloctics?)n Marxianism”, which was strongly attaeked 1ia i

an artiele which appeared inm L'Unita’'. Father #/ETTER's assiotant 1s ilmdex. -

_3 : r.thegmmnc)\é'u- 0ld, who likee to pose as & hermit, in the style of- tho

Ruseian gaints. "The teaching of s=ocial and political subjects is entmgtoﬂ

to FatherRKOVALENKC, Yne of the very few Russian Jesuits. He ie slso the Pn—- N
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sident of the cormittee for ths assjstance to Fussians.
make the Russicum

DB RIGIS' origimﬂ}lntontton was to xxwnseximx¥ixxy College a W/

n ‘p?nter for Fussian political remsoes in Italy. This plan, however, has com~ ../
i attend religiouns e
pletely failed inasmuch as the Bussians prefer to n-tlxtpm services o

at the Orthodox Ghurch locsted in Via Padestro no.71, twcfemmx In 1947 the

eollege had or.ly five or eix pupils, all Italians.  Some tﬂm-lttor an elderly

un, one von BOGK (?), a former member of the Tearist diplomatic corpa, - 'u
admitted in the college, snd after only one year's training, was ordained
_priest. However, becsuse of his advenced age, he will be merely exploited

' for propaganda purpo-os.s In view of the fact that the lnm;o building ::::.ﬂ
o hating the schoolgs:amwcally ompty, the scelesiastical sutborities have -
o - decided to use it for other vurpcses. In ract, the fourth storoy 1s ourmtl’ o

.  occupied by the 8t. Damsceno College, 'lnm about thirty priests who

. " wish to specialize themselves in some faculty at the local unintut’y. 'l'hq
‘balong to various Yriental creeds (Chaldean, Maronite, etc.), ‘and have very:
nttle contacts with the pupils of the Russioum College. Their school mtn‘

is also a JesuitR, ot fer™
The Russicum College was founded because of the grelt mtonot which Papo
0w
"Pilus XI. had for the of Catbolieiem in Oriental countries. Pope °

* Pius XII., however, feels differently about this polisy, hence the prespmt
ecline of that ergsmiaetion. ) The Russioum college L

1 DredPontifical Orisntal Institute, located in Plazza Santa Maria Maggiore




‘m‘ e . :
result that 1t has becono {hformation center on political ard re- : , . '

ligiocus matters

Mror seminarists who 'iuh to especialize them-

No.‘?', is jmpdemt

_ aelves not only in problems dealing with Russia, but‘nll the sastern countrlel

5

- {nstitution o

. xga well., It is th: oldest mxmmtamtiw of its kind, and devotee a great deal . !

of its attention to the political sspects of the life in .the Bast, with tho

Shea Countries. It also mpubudﬁ-. !

'C t_hoologioal.mphuoeophlm and historld reatises on problems connoctol BN !

i with the East.
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