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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
Directorate of Intolligoence
4 Tebruary 1968

INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM

The fittation 1 South Vietndm No. 13
(A of &30 HUTESTY,

Summary

There were po major new altacky by Commu-

b AN

nist forces during the nlfht of 3-4 February.

Allicd forces continue to clear Hug in encmy
elements from tho city of Hue. Silomajor NTha%
ayeas-—in the XX Corpg aved ave now in friendly handgs

Hut poradxc ‘mortar and bnlpﬁr fire is still ro-

poried in several of the provincial capitals, My,
m@nrr"“ighllng gecurted durring rthe night inthe satsx mof
area ‘although a few scattered skimiishes with Small
enemv remnants took place within the city. Enemy
BCLIV11V1n the Delta provinces was characterized by

n series of small unit assaults against district
towng, outposts, and night defensive positions

Despito tho presont rolative calm, there ﬂrc
continuing $-17ationd thal the Comminigte are planying
ngewv-offons xqeg, r"rtlcnlar,J 4in tho Da Nnng aren ang
nor1h and we.t-of Saipgon- in bouth quinam S IJI Co%gs
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The trends previously reported on the jinitial
recaction of the populace to the attacks, continue

~to bo evident. The assaults apparently produced

fear and surprise over the VC presence and strength,
and revulsion at the pross enemy.violation of the
sacrved Tet holiday in about even proportions. Evident
also is a strong undercurrent of belief that, if the
government does not move speedily and with vigor to
normalize tho situwation in the cities, and restlore
its presence and authorlity in the countryside, it
will loge heavily in torms of popular confidence.
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1. XNo significant Communist offonsive activi-
tics were roporied during the nighi of 3-4 Iebraary;
howover, several spall-scale moviar attacks ﬂud
ground probcs took place,

2. Due: At mid-moruing ou 4-Tebyuary, sporadic
contact Lelweon aliied and enewy Fforces coniinucd
within the walled citadel area of the city jusl norih
of the Feriuwmo R:ver. South . Vietnamese have compicte

-control now of-the citadel airsirip and, together

with UE wnits, are coanbtinuing Lo sweep sections of

“tholcity cubside the citadel, Thoe onemy ig s1ill

holed up in scatiered city Duildings on the south
bank of the river.

"3, Interrogation ol a3 prisoner taken in the
Hue Fighuing revesls that at least some of the at-
tacking fo1ee was conpesed of Viet Conyg on rosroupces.
The captive c¢laimed that the e eity mundeipal. unit
and the B8O0Lh Viet Cong Batialion of the Noxrth Viet-
namese Gih Regiment woere {asked with attacking {tho
MACV conpound for three days and if resistance proved
heavy, to continue the attack for an additional fouvr
days, Ie also claimed that il these forces woro
reinforeed, the fighting could continuwe Lov 15 days.

4. OCther cloments ol {he North Victnamese Gl
Regiment probably were also gilven target arcas within
the city to atiack. The cneny's stubborn resistalce
within the city wmay stom from their intention to
Toliow the bhatile plan or in anticipation of addi-
tional onemy forces coming 1o thel aid, Thoere have
been reparts of large sroups of enemy troops-—--probab
reinforcing olemonts-~on the outskirts of foun, hut
allied blocking wmancuvars have offectively kepl then
from joining up with the enemy within ibe city.

-

LY
hadi

S Quang Tin «:mvirce' A South Vietnanesce ficld
PO 1110& and a nearpy reiugee area some 10 miles norib of
Taw Ky wore attacked vegterday. 'The eneny pcnetxhtcé
the yoelugee canpy and destroyed 71 buildings wiih
gronades and oexplosive ciharges. Twenity-five civilians
and one soldicy were killed and another 19 civilians

" woundad during the action,
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6. No further details arce availliable on {he
large-scalo agtion rvenorted carlicr hetweon US
Marlne and onemy units several miles soutihv of Da
Nang; however, an additi r.zl gsubol diuaic of the .
North YVictnamese Znd Division has joined the hulld-
wpy X Communist units in the coaglal f{latiands boe-
twoon ol Sn and Da Nang

way to cut off Da Nang, T

activity

u_termsnnl serving the Headguarters

ol the Norih Vietnamese 2ZIist Regiment o.~ nine wmiles
west of Iipi An, placing it in c¢losec wl <imity to

all major clements of dho NVA 2nd Di v:s:on and to

the Novih Vietnamese 3lst and 368 B Regiments which

are in the same general arca, The 2isu 7>~3wonx

2"
o w

‘ﬂOTMnliy oﬁmracc. to the south in Quanyg Tin Prov-
inee.

: S, This wassing of encny main force elements
in 1hi$fimportant ared aiong the coast, togethor with
the reported positi ov ng of a regimental-gizoe enoemy
foree neav the strategic ol Van pass just norih of
Da Nang, sugpest & Cummxx st effori may be under-

is coula lead 10, or he
acks, iucluding.rochket
S

i
h
connected with, further aty
US alrbase as cll as the

and artillery, on the key
city iitseldl,

m——rer e lal

8, Theve has been little signifdicanl onemy
nocantral South Vietnam thus far on 4 Feb-
ruary. The situation in the coastal cily of Phan
Thiet, capital of Bianh Thuan Provinee, has improved
and all major population centers are now under ivicendly
control.,

9, Phan Thict: On the moraing of 4 February
sporadie firing was co ntinulvg around the outskiris
of town Tollowing the successiul allied drive o
renel three Communists Jﬂubnllo s which atftacked
auving the night. A prisoner stated that one of the
eneny wnits involved in the fighting--tha 840ih

5 G

ol
Yiet Cong DBuitlalion--ig withdrawing to a seerct bhasao
zamp'ndvth@qst of the eity. ITarly on 4 Februavy &
company~-sized Viet Cong force attackad & small) village
Just north of Phan Thiet, possibly as a diversionary
tactic 1o covor ithe vetreat of the othier units,

=
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Tuo city romaing guiet, how-

ry ke the buird-up of Y¥orin Viel-

o : n »"O“m-* ﬂs many as 2,000--near tho
city. The 3rd Batvtalion of the No*“n Victnamese 331d
neginent hag been :

rﬁlocnting just south ol this high-

.

iang provincial capiia , : 3-3(h)(2)

ntumsy  Light enemy mortar and swmall 2irms

£ T Coming in ot several points in the

City at roou Cn % ?ooruary. Sporadic sniping has also
z bhoth nighttime and dayiime hours,

A 3zokmng atiompt ag alnat the airiield wasg nade duving
{ Lhte, bhut was uwatly hecaten bhack.,

pa7

12, Talat: '1“ sporadic sniper Lire has bheen

o ovmr ma- -

reported in Hrial ag South Vicitnamese reinforcenents
continue to move 1nto the city.

LA %
JEnigon and T31 pn*ns

PRSI, . o Y ph R A St . Souiy

1. No major Lighting occurred Iin Saigon during
the nigh? or carly on Sunday. ILlsevhere thoroe wore
several assaultis on the US base facilities and districty
towns auring the night,

4. Saigon: Several sharp clashes {ook pluco
hetween bands of Viet Cong and South Vietnamese police
and Rangers, 7o /Rt least two ingtances, governmont
forces had platoon size cnemy forces survounded in

Saigon buildings and wevre prenaving to attack and
claar thom ocut.  In one case & group of terrorists
woere roeported as having talkeon refugs in a2 school
touse, Thay are armed with avtomatic weapons and
grenade lawunchers and had a wmachine gun on the roof
oi the school.

35 Duiid-up;  Capiured documents and an eaewy
Lector indicate ithat the S%h Vict Cong Division--
ch novrnally operates in norihwest IZII Coups aloany

y Cambodian horder-~may boe moving closer to Saigon,

‘.'l«

car e

\
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16. One document--a notohook captured saevoeral
gays agn apout 30 miles northwest of Saipon--outlines
a Yrow wiqst " Lor the 9th Division. According to
he notes, 1gher headquarters roecently orderoed thoe
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Ot Lo undertoke a Ylonw mareh" whiich would he {the
Y“Oabpﬁt march in the history of the war against

e Americans,  Tho notebool indicates nat at least
elom¢ubu of the division were to ieave Canliodian

tervitory
incee, and

through
Ckl Cntl (\.l Il:‘:.(./\

on 21 January, '0"
areive in

Tay Ninh Prov-
uor‘\'h\:w st of

Szigon on 30 Januarv. The division was Lo operate

in an arced where the tereain Leahxr ¢S wgrc eriren “1Y
‘complicated, an aAea never exporicnced in the pasi,
Duriang the mareh gvery il O“L would be made (o maintain
march wChOQh:v, seeurity, and noise discipline,

7L 0% ho documents caplured in thoe sane aved
identify the Oih Uivision's 271st Regimont and pirobh-
.'{

ably oloments 01 the 272 Tn addiidion

J1ihe 9th Divisionts

¢ 273vd, was deployed just to the
n"L in .a(.)\lth(’l"l Binh Duong Drovinco
.u“*ct Gia Dinh Province., The lattow
marters is located only five niles
£ Salgon. )
Thu uce

0
18 A ~0i1h Vietnamese Maviae hase in
5 a; sful, ononmy

wmder a h“-a, but unsucees
Lcoruary, possibly by & bhatialion ol the
v Cong Regiment., During the past {ow days
US bhasos 100“*ed in an arvea around Saigon
west to northenst--Cu Chi, Ben Cat, Iai
and T"un Hoa—-hnve pbeen shelled repeatedly, in
many CAsOS With heavy 122-mm. vockets which arve held
only by wmain force unilts, The 274th and 27540
Regiments of the Sth Viet Cony Division were ijdenti-
fied in the attacks on Bien Hox, northeast of Baigon,

>
- &
- A, [N
. du b £
attack on 3
Lo
1)
-

Kha,

Now there is fairly good evidence th‘t the Oih
Division is appliying pressure from the norihwost.
The genorval Compunist styafcgv w“y have been for

those fovees ta follow-up and reinforce the inifial
atiacks in the Jaigon area which ave believed to
have been conductaed by "L»L Cong local Lorces and
snecial squads, PFaili thids the Oth and S5th Divi-
sicns m&y hope o mpvcad out US Lorces ang tie thom
down oia the cutskivts of the capital,

19, ‘
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20. In other action in the lI; COIr“ area, a

" US base camp and district town in Binh Long Provingoe

came undoer atiack last night, ThClP was no roeport
of ecasuaities, but the US base was hit by heavy 3122-mm,

‘rocket fire, There has as yel been no attack on An

Lo, the capital of Binh hovu, but repovis {today indi-
cate that the Viet Couo hiave taken over control of

nrost of the hamlets in the province and can wmovoe at
will, They have also sct up voadblocks on Lhe routes
leading into An Loc., A somewhat similar condiliion
cxists in Way Niah Provinee where Rovolutionanry Develop-
ment Teams Lave had Lo withdraw {rom their hamlets

to their regpective district *owna.

: 2L. An attack was voported last night on Tan
Uyen districty toww in Rien Ioa Dvovixce An unknowi
size Viet Cong fovce hreached ihe ton's protective
wire hivrios, ovovr«n soveral sections of the tovm
and at last reporl wag advanc:ng cn the district
heaaguarvters, There was no word on casunliies, US
Army sweeps in nu Nghia and Bink Duoang Provinces
reperted sporadic coentact with enemy troops yestor-
adry aftoernoon, :

22, Xuan Lec, the capital of Long Khanh Prov-
inee nn"rhcnst of 81 gon, was ¢guiet al last repori
vesterday evening but the town was tense, Sone

“Viet Cong ave still belicved to be in the town and

allied authoritics anticipated further attacks on
Thelr componnds during the night.

23. The intention of tho enamy Lo continue his
pressuare on urban areas is countinuing o bhe borno
wt, by prigoner intervogations and now, by captured
documéaﬁs. One such document captured at {ho an
Son Nhwut Aivbaso perineter states that in order to
be victorious, the VO must cxpand attacking forces
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Llisowar to the cities, and dncrease at-
lines of communications so as to isolate
Dan areas. -

3
-\
B

IV_Conps

24, All of {tho wmajovr wrov'haJal capitaly in
the deita ave in Irdendly hands, although on the
poriphery of geveral cities, sgo;aaxc contact with
Viet Cong Jorces is still reported. During the night
of 3-¢ Tebruavy, the Communisis launcied small unit
attacks on aistrict towns, oulposts, and allied ficeld
vosilions,

A

25, &a Doe: uﬂ11v £his morning, an undetormined
size Viet Toug Torcee atitacked Sa Dec city and a neavhy
Aistricet tewn., Tho mﬂbv compound was poenclraled boe-
fore the attackers wore drivea back ajfter a two-hour
figint, This attack {follove d one late on 3 Iebruary
vhich wag diroected against > Chieu Hoi center aud

the provincial headguarviers bvzlg;ug. At last report,
eloments of the encmy force were s5t111 in tho city.

26 "Caoc Linh: This capiial city oi Kicen Phong
oy vince wng atidceked teoday by an estimated two Viet
Cong cowpanics. The onomy withdrew aflicer one hour

of J‘hQLLHﬁ; no casualiies were reportoed,

27, ther Delts Actions: In Dinh Tuong Drov-
inee, Five Giffcront South Vieinamese outposts wore
siruack with rocoilless »ifle barrages late on 3
Fobruary, In Phomyr Dinl Proviuce, the Thuair Nhon
NDistrict town and the Binh Thuy alrzicid were it

by Viet Cong moytaxmen. Twelve aiverall were damagoed
at Binh Thuy, In Vinh Long Proviince, the proviwcjw’

capital of Vinh Long, its airficld, aond a nearby distirict

r
town wore a1l attackad with hay aaa.ng partar and sanll
arms Pive. Ben Tre and the neawrby disiriet town of

Mo Cay, in Xien IHoa wore hit by iight moriar attacks

A&y

adwsing tho night. Othoer scattored district towns

warae also Lighily mowtaraed on S8-4 TFebiruary as the
Viet Coug continued (o maintain pressure on populated
araas througnout the delia provinces,

ris
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