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(U) The Melzac Collection
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UNCI.-4S§ITlED From llmelIi¢ecEa 

Fromllfilfiptfia 
The Mela: Cflllltfim is located Khroughom both ClA's 

|’|9=\C\],uarter5 and New |*k1l¢1p.tarter5 Buildirtg. The 29moderu Pflittlings at CIA represent an elemental approach to art. a swashbuckling donor, and a correlation to the arr movement contemporary with the mm azcbiteemx. These 
paintings, within our compmntaffa-m theorigimllrttention of DCI Allen Dulles that the CIA be carrtpm-Lilte in chnmcter. Such an is a perfect and neceseary comglementof the multi- 

faceted acadzn-tic pursuit oflmibrstanzingoursehresandothers. h reinforces the Agency's unity ofpurpose and unifying theme. The paintings within our wallsartzl the aechiaecture that 
Surml-Inibll2emc0=E9lem:meach0!l1:r. 

The way theeye perceivescobrnotlpnttem wasth¢subjectofNorrmn Bluhm, Gene Davb, Howard Mehring, Kenneth Noland, 'l'horrn<, Downing. Alzn'l'h:>rnas, nosltheothermtismof 
tbeWmhingtonC0lozSch0oI. Thesearfismworiettkawtxsttington. 

IIT.nttheSmmtirmmlhebttterinownantlImregesnnalflbshactexwtfibflbm-Rnl50nPOlbclnmiWEhmDe Koon5ngworiediruNe\vYorifizy.TheCok>1SchaolworiwaspartoEanewrr|itti1m1isrninAntericaaart. 
For the Fmsa time. color am! the raw nnreriak of and the raw, unplimed canvas-—became the subject tmtter. As artist Kenneth Noland advocated, "The thingis to get that 

cob: (lawn. onto the Ihbnes: conceivable surface, a surface sliced into all as if by a mot. It's all color and surface." Tbese artists poured the paint onto the canvas in layers of thin washes 

nndtepeazrdcolorin patterusofstripesordbs or rhythrnic paintstroltcs. Standingin frorttofth:rsepolrxtin,gs,youwiI1 acme the rhythmofthe lnyeredcobrsandthe mnvementofthe 

paint. Many of the Pflifllingg are so lawge that they and to absorb the viewer. The collection's paImn—the late Vtncem Melznc—was a larger-than-life figure. A Wmmirtgmn business 
executive who began collectingan at age I6. he collected work by promting new artists and grew to love it. Every rmjor collection in Washirngtort irtcllxhng the Nadtmal Mbseumof 
American Art and flhe Phillips Collection, eventually benefited from his largessc. 
During the K9505 amt l960s, Mzlzac mode more conmcts in the art world and filled his collection with many works by the artists represented here at the Agency wcby. Ne became the 

CEOofth2 Corcoran Gallery oi/kt in the ea1lyI970s. H: raisedprize cattle and Ambian horses on hi, West Vtrginia fan-nuntil he (hath I969. Melznc's fest loanof m1: to the CIA came in L968 when eight large pal-ratings by Norrmn Bluhrrt Gene l>.w's. Thotrm Downing, and Jock Btmh were selected by offieials ofi the Carcoran 

Gallery to fit the large open spaces of OHB. Ar that time. he also loaned a sculpture by Giorgio Spovctlta: it now resides in the Vatican. Melzae also dbmtetl sculptor Marc Mzllotfs bust of 

Gemge I-l W. Bush that stance at the mp oi the stairs oi the OMB lobby. In 1.982, DC] Casey awarded Melmc the Agency Seal Medallion for his generous support to the CIA. 
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e ARROI-Y3 by Robert W. Black Rltyr-lam. by Gene Center Grrkl by Dupple by Thornm Irmdz Orange by Mars Rejection by Plnnlu by Thomas 
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Uktirlzd "C0narntric Un-titled "Gray" by Unrkled "Orange" by Untitled "Revert-e Squares " by Thomas Fbward Mehring. ca Howard ll/khring, I959 Edgz " by P-bwnrd Downing. 1959 L953-I959 
- Nkhring. I960 

Paintings onLotm to CIA 
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Fold-II by Thomas French - 75 by Pm-sbtg Flhrzrjhll by Rudder by Thomas Unurled "Bn'llia.nec" Untitled Uruirled "Diagonal" 

Downing. l968 Norman Bluhrn. I960 Norman Bluhm, I953 Downing. 1965 by Havuard Nkhring, "Calligraphy" by by lbward Mehting. ca. I958 Andrea Epstein. I989 ca. I958 
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