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This information was obtained by (_ Jrrem €. 3. .

- himself, although eligible, did not attend the meeting because
f the fears stated in peragraph 7, He gave some excuse for not parti-
2ioat;.ang and will be able to join the grovp later if it appears safe and

operationally expedient,
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2, About 70 persons from the 1913-1971 classes attended, inocluding the followdng:
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The meeting was opsned by an address by AYARE Kitsuju, stating that the
purpose of the orgamismtion s to premots frimdly relations among
members., He proposed that the organisation should meet on the firet
Vednesday of eash month at the Salurada Hallkun and that, to faclilitate
lisison among msmbers, a2 roam should bs renfed at the Sakureda Sailkan
and ome clerk employed. To defray expensos for the rooia and clerk, he
sugpested the contritution of ¥100 per month by each member, His pro-
posals were accepted by the group.

Other speeches by IRADA Mesasumd, TATSUMI Eiichi, and NUKAIA Tan followed,

INADA stated that in the rearmament program, former naval officers, aoting

a5 a umited body, bad submitted thelir rearmement plan to thes govermment,
after first obtainming the concurrence of the U.S. navy, and in consequenoce
had been quite successful, Thelr plan for expansion of the Maritime
Sefety Bodrd was acoepted with practiocally no changos, The arwmy, however,
is not as well organized as the navy and has not had as good comnections
vth American greups, He cammented that the govermment appoars set on
rearmament through expanding the Polieco Reserws, in spite of military
objections,

TATSUMI stated that he had been assisting Premier YOSHIDA in metters
pertaining to psnaions, depurging, and releasze of war oriminals, Al-
though he had bteen ssked for opimions on individual items of the rearma-
wout progrem, hs had not been working on it in an advisory capedity,
vhatever msuspaper reports indicated, BHe warned that among govermment
officdals and journalists there was still a strong hostility towards
former militarists. His ooncluding statement vas that, since a govern-
mext public opinion survey had indiecated that the rural populstiom did
not favor revising the comstitution to justify rearzament at this time,
the govermesnt would postpope revision of the constitution indefinitaely.

NURADA stated that the formation of a group to include famllies of war
dead and of sxecuted war criminals was under way. A comsidersahle amount
of support has already been recrulted among leading businessmen and offi-
cdals of prefectural goverrments,

A ramber of persons from the 1913-1021 gracdusting closses did not attemd
the meeting for fear of journalistic interference., Since the assemhly
wag completely overt, they feared that leftist journalists might attend
and vrite it up as an exmmpls of "militarist scheming," with derogatory
coments on the generals perticipating, Same eligihle gemerals are re-
serving judgment on the nev orgardmation until they see vhat trend itg
activities will tals and my join later.
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