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The attached report frcm[1._	 on YOSHI4A l s opposition to

rearmament is a compilation of bits and pieces collected over a period

of several months. E._	 information, in this case as in most

others, came from Chief Cabinet Secretary OKAZAKI, who is the official -

mentioned in the last sentence of paragraph 2.

14 December 1951
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Subject: Prime Minister YOSUDi t s Stand Report No: 431,76?
on Rearmament

Date of Information: Bee below

Place Acquired: Tokyo, Japan	 Date Acquired: See below

'valuation: 0-3	 Date of Report: 14 December 1.951

Source: :act -level political contact

1. (prime ilni.;e4kDSH1DA Shigeru has decided to retire from the politi-
cs1 world if the United States makes a stroag demand for speedy rearmament of
:epan. -.7.1 .M.DA considers zodernized rearmmat difficult in view of Sdpan's
current econartic situation and further anticipates an American garrison in
Yin fnr n long neriod of tine. /0'	 s objection to rearmanent is iespite
Jtr)ng ur...1mg froalIVCCIEtti Kichisaburo An •.;:eratTLZ Alichl (see below).

(Xt. )f inf . :n-110;ton: 6 December 11; toquir •d: 12 December 141)

▪ 703iaLA lesires tO retire in furor • LUYTALA Ichiroplmt,	 is is
• becinae lf EAAVTAWs poor h_alti,	 leciled to hand 7ver	 laton

t	 Tel:et/re. If speed is -f the essence,since 03ATA is not yet in s posi-
ti	 )ffice3.11WAS:a :nil, seer •t the House 3: RepresentatirJs and

Li*zeral Party official, .;mild be YOSHIDi's candidate to fill the
vacant p/st of Prins ri=ister. In any case, -MHIDA has confidentially stated
that he fer:s that his cabinet has served its iurpose and that he will 1SJUMA
full responsibility and retire if raid relrmment is felt necessary at the
present t1.e. '.."0:;:allk has stated to cabinet ,Ifficials categorically that he
will naither carry out rearmament nor the revision at the Oonotitution.

(Date of ihfornation: 6 December 1951; acqu ' red 1.: Deeerner 141)

3. YO.XIID4 pluns to use the rearmament issue to bring about/general elec-
tion during the latter part of September 195Z. Be absolutely oppoees dis-
solving the Diet before that time, when a bill for reorganizing the Eational
Police Reserve at the end of its current enlistment period would be brought
before the Diet.

(Date of information: 28 October 1951; acquired: 3 November 1951)
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