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. : - MEMORANDUM FOR: Director,'r Immigration and Naturalization Service
T ' - SUBJECT : Tscherfm SO0BZOKOV

"REFERENCE : Your Request for Information dated 3-21-75 Regarding’
Tscherim SOOBZOXOV~ I&NS File A 10 083 288

1. A thorough review of 5ubject s file does not rdveal any firm
: hap®
information or evidence of a derogatory nature excepi? as follows:

.In April 1958 Subject stated he had 'lnitia'|‘|y fais:fied

) " =prisydate of birth a& 192] in order:,to-join the- Russian Arnw -

LRI . and that in 1942 h subsequent‘ly fa'lsified it as 1918 in

T . j order to attain officer rank in a Circassian military unit
. !

. organized by the German Army " He' also stated he fa'lsified

7 -~ his 'Ieve] of education and military and emp'loyment record in

A i Ce e +° order to enhance his position. . T
e b. In Novembe;/1959 Subject admitted that he had been

. 2 SAEE

N recruited by German Intelligence in 1942 as an informant on

Tt

Ci rca551an activities and at their instructions jomed a
Circassian miiitary unit under German command in order to

s R ’ perform these dutfes more effectively. . ... .

.. g
d s

i . . He term1 nated our substantive reiationship with Subject
e 2 in N\vember/'l959 because we be'lieve;i he was being evasive about -
biographic detai]s of his early life and were unabie ‘to resolve

'+ ¢ our doubts. R o
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' HIGHLIGHTS OF AGENCY RELATIONSHIP "
" Tscherim sooszokov, L d was f1 rst met by C0S, (7.7 '4n

' ) Decemﬁer 1950. SOOBZOKOV was an unwitting source at the time, providing

infonnation on Circassian activity in'Jordan), biographic data on

Circassians, and information on Tinks between Circassians in and out ;i '
of Jordarr. P ' )

a . R 3 “

In 1952 he was considered as a possible candidate'to spot and recruit

. : ) potentiai assets for the AEAST ER/REDSOX project. This was a Headquarters
controlled project designed to train Circassians and other Russian emigres
and then send them back into the USSR, He possessed the qualifications
desired in potentiai assets, i.e., youth, singie status motivation.

: He spotted two candidates., and on'l,y one was 'accepted for the program.

®

Ong, [ j was sent to Munich for trai ning but was rejected on the
. : grounds he was too Tow level for the training and he was sent back\to
' i ' . A Jordan. The AEAST &R project was teriminated in April 195{1 but SOOBZOKOV

A " was retained as a\ genera'l informant in, Anman and not termi nated with the
Q oo . oo % N

project , .

Tl ° -7 During the period 1953 - mid-1955, S008ZOKOV continued to report on
the activigies of (:ircassien and other Russian emigres and he supp]ied .
’j ce information on British and Jordanian activities in re'lation to the.

Circassian emi gres. He appeared to_have high-Jevel contacts in Jordan
%

L . * D..

.7 Tand was: ab‘le to report on Jordanian politics. In June 1955, after mich
2 . i effort, he obtained a visa ‘for himsel? and his family 4, 7};":039 to the U.S.,
v This was done on ﬁis own initiative and the Agency did not assist him in-

i

.

any way. : o .
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There was no official contact with SOOBZOKOV from June 1955 until
November 1955, although SOOBZOKOV wrote severai Tetters to C0S, :J
In late 1955
a ietter was, sent to SOOBZOKOV to set. up a meeting in New York. with &
At this time SOOBZOKOV was. being considered

expressing has desire’ to continue to work with the Agency

Headquarters ‘case, officer.
for, contrlct enpioyment by SB‘/DOB)and he was .met on several occasvons - e"

in New York and Hashington. o .

From February 1957 - August 1957. after pre—testing and assessment,

'SODBZOKOV was sent to Ft. Meade for. traming 'In the AEREKDY proj":f‘

training program for “liot War Agents " He rece1ved extenswe training

’in paramiiitary. clandestine fie‘idcraft and tradecraft, as well as affull

course in clandestine connunication. L " ,j o -'
. W& D
In September 1957 SOOBZOKOV was sent on a 3-month~TDY to. Jondan‘for

NE Division to run independent operations into S_yria from Amnan using

returned to .the U.S. late December 1957, and his contract with: NE was
. \\ N
tenginated N

To protect his emp'loyment vhile on this trip a te’legram was sent to
him. ostensibly from ‘Beirut, rquesting at he visit his brother who was
i'll. As thts cover vgould only last dpproximately 3 weeks)_he was referred
tq the firm of [_

assignment from them to defray the: expensles of’ his trip.

a to seek a comerciai’

Ostensib‘ly he
:making-a, survey. of. products An" Lebarion and Jordan that would be profit-

exported to. the U.S.. This firm was a notional cover organizati‘on

estab'lished by Central Cover Branch.
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A . During SOOBZOKOV's association with the Agency he was po’lygraphed 3

e, with inconelusive resu‘lt.‘ 7 times, 23 February 1953; 25 Februar_y 1958,

' " 13 December 1956, ‘24 August 1957, 17 October 1957, 22 April 1958, and ‘
19-20, hovember 1959. The last ’lnterrogathn was the most thorough and
ted to the cancellation of his provisional clearance. Previously, Subject E . .
had volunteered in a letter on 20 March .1958 that he had used an in- L
cor;rect. birth date on his U.S. vis'a a‘ppl1c"‘at1'lojn. In a,_subsequent interview
on 22 October 1958 Subject stated -he had }used a fa]se'b"i"hth date to make .
himself appear-older and’ be ehgibleefor service 'm the 1oca1~m1ht1a _ i e

) . and had also fa’lsifled his lebel of education in order to be e‘hg*lb'le -. . , o
. for ofﬁcer rank and genera'l‘ly get a better deal. He added that these ) ' ‘ A

<

fake dates had become, pub]ica,‘h,y accepted and he felt compe'ned to “usé’ ' ' . ;\: ’

them when applying for a U.S.ovisa at the Embassy in Amman.’

°, Severa] of the polygraphs were favorable 1n conclusmn in that they' . P

) -‘:;-r'evealed no ‘connection with an_y intelligence” ..ervu:es or reve]ation on” 4 ) ' ’ :
his part of his relationship with CIA, but they did not focus on earlier '_ ., .

. ' b1ograph1c, detaﬂs The first and the ‘penultmate polygraphs, however, S

- . both noted evaswns on. questions concermng early biographic detaﬂ - ' T ey

T ’ ) L The 1ast 1nterv1ew focused ‘heavﬂy on th1s area and the operator con- ¥ .

‘ . ' cluded that there was something in SubJect s background so. pertment ‘and o - &

) S 1mportant to him that he was wﬂHng to Jnopardize emp1oyment with CIk c

o 'p' rather than’ réveal the 1nfonnat1on It was at this same interview that a L - L -

Subject admitted he had been recruited by German Army Intenigence in

1942 as an 'lnfonrer and at their 1nstruction had "va'lunteered" for duty

in a C1rcass1on mhtary unit fighting for the Gérman Army 1n order to

perfor_m his duties more effectwe]y_. ’ ¢ : s .
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e :. ) . ' Th.ere .:,are numerous reports -in Subject's file containing allegations
;4: . 3 i of a derogatory nature.’ Many of these, particu'lar'ly the more recent A
! d:"-:- . ones. are from other government agencies. Those enﬂnating durmg “the
. = \ T ' period of his active association with CS vere eventuany dismissed and
v ‘f o o generaﬂy attributed to emigre po‘htics and Jea'lousies. . fhe decision
o to terminate ou i 4

LR ledge:- but rather,\that wa.could not obtam a clear reading on certain
M

. A
e per'lods of his Tife and we could not accept this uncertarnty
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