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BIOGRAPEY OF AN EMIGEANT

SOOBTSOKOP Tcberim Tuobich

1. My parents’ bagkground and my closs relstives.

1) My father’s name is SOOBTSOKOF Tu Hamisovich. I do
not lknow his exact birthdate .but I supposs that it was some-
where between 1870-1873. Nationality - Circassian, Our family
. .used to live always in the village (aul).Tehtamuka which is
. now the center of a rayon in the Autonom Adigeiskoy oblasgti.
of the RSPSK. My father was a farmer and ownsd about 50 hec-
. tare of land. Tabacoo and wheat were the main orops., Besides *
* that, my father was ralsing cavalry horaes for the.army. He
maintained: & small drove of horses, bad 6-7 cows and few hbundred
heads of sheep. Hired help was used. According to Soviet
' standard my father belonged to the kulak class and later on was
-ag such disposseased. My father bad never a position in any.
‘k¥ind of administration and was not prosecuted prior to the
' establishment of the Soviet govermment.
! Up: to 1930-the Soviet government confiscated ocavalry horses
from my father’s farm, In 1930 the complete collectivisation
, was put into effect. Rumors atarted spreading amomg the Cir--
. casslans,” that in the new kolkhozes all Citcassians will bave
to sleep under_one cover and in one building. The inhabitants
' ofy8ix big villages decided to go to the oity of Krasnodar {n
. order to defy with pitcbforks and axes.the collectivisation,

" My father participated in tbis march, On the banks of the river .

Ruban they wers stopped, The womenfolk was sent bome, but the
men arrested, emong them my fatberi Some of the participants
were let froe after a very short time but my father was kept

ot411 1931,

When my father returned from prison, our village (aul)
had beocome a kolkhoz. The holihez bad taken oyer our land, our
" 1ivestoclf, our barn where we used to proo€ss our ‘tabacco -orop,
and two livestock barns which were destroyed and the lumber
carried aways Only one cow was left for our family. However,
" our family could not become Mmembers of the kolkhoz, All this
amounted to a plain act ‘of robbery (razkulachivaniye). 1933
. we becamd members of the kolkhoz but only my father and mother
" vwere :permitted to work there. The responaibility for the -
" sowing and the growing of-wheat belonged to three elderly men
i In our kolkhoz. 0One of them was my father. 1936 they sowed
the wheat by hand without using the proper machinery.
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For one reason or the other this year the wheat did not sprout,
The three 0ld men were accused as "wreckera" and arrested,

My father was in prison till 1938, During this time only my
mother and I belonged to tbe kolkhoz. 1938 myifather returned
p'om prison but had to work from now on as a regular kolkhoznii.

‘ In 1943 the Soviets occupied again our yillage after the
retreat of the Germans. ‘A group of Soviet partisans were the:
first ones to enter our village. Among them was a Oircassian
PETRUSH Temruk. He arrested three olders, among them my, father,
~a.nd executed them near our barn, bsoause they had allegedly

elpee the Germans., Actually, these elders had only collected
monoy among the villagers in order to,throw a big party for

two German Generals who had visited our village. At tnat time
I was not home and learned about father’s execution only at a ==
later date.

. 2)* My mother Dedy Kurash was &6 to 7 years- younger than

my fatber. She was never apprehended. I lost contact with her
“after my evacuation with the retreating Germans, which-bappensd
around Februaty 1943, Since then I never have heard anything.
~ from ber. Much later some othei Circassians- told me tbat she
bas died in 1947, I . 5

3) My brotbera and aisten. 5
Altogetber I bad six sisters ‘and fours: brothers. ‘#5 sisters
and two brothers are dead. One sister diéd 1926-27 during a
J'childbirth.. The rest died 1921 durinp a cholera’epedemia,
<'Mother used to tell me how the cholera had finished up most of *
our.family. All tbi{s has happened before my birth, therefore
' I do not know any detaills. Two of my degeased aiatars left
boyu\ bebind them. The son of one .slster was called Mahmud.
‘and of another - _EKaderbech. .The letter was-older than I. - !

L) ‘The. name of my alive brcrther ‘18 SOOB‘I’SOP Mos; born
Deverber 12, 1906, He lived with the fawily ti1i 193l, -
‘this year my fatber returned from prison. and my brother broke
officiany with bis parents in order {o obtain the oonfidence
wof*the Soviet government. Our’ family s belongings Mere.not
“divided on tbls occasion because we did not hews any.

‘Bo went to Krasnodar and worked as & looksmlith in a na1l fa.ctory.
1932 he became & member of the Communist Party. 1935 he re= - -
‘turned %o our village and became chairmen of our village.kol- -
‘kboz. He lived separated from us and tried not to have any:
‘econtact with us. 1936 he was senténced to two years of hard .
labour for not having fulfilled the annual grain delivery quota
.of our kolkhoz as escabllahed by the oontract;., Actually my
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brother bad delivered the requested amount of grain, but he had
not sold the surplus of it to the government but bad distributed
i1t among the kolkhozniki, about 2.5 kilogramm grain for each -~
labour dey. My brotber uao brought first to the prison of.
'Krasnodar and after that to a labour colony for hard labour near
"the same city. 1937 was the year of the great purge, lknown by

tbe name Jezhovshcbina. Mass arrests started and my brotber ua- y

-tranaferred for interrogation from the colony into a p¥ison be-
ilonging to the oblasti NEVD in Maikop. There was tbe following
reason for it: -An old e¢migree Kilich Girey who was living abroad
bad written a- letter  via Turkey to bis relatives inserting the
,following phrase "With God’s help I sball return, and we will
meét again™, This letter became known to the obief of the ob-
lasti NKVD Dolgopatov. He interpreted tbie sentence that way,
,tbat the emigrants are planning an overtbrow of the Soviet re-
'gime and a return' of all emigrees to thelr homeland,_ Mass ar-
'rest started at once. There was bardly a family who 41d not
‘suffer great losses, Ail prisons were overflowing. My brother
'was being questioned too. The investigation continuedsup to .
1938, tfll finally Dolgopatov himself was ‘arrested as an ‘enemy

of the people". Now Bome of the arrested were set free, among
tbhem was my brotber. For some month be was unemployed, He asked®
' the Party to be reinstated but to no avail. .Soon he became

. manager of our village store which belonged to the village .
Sovist. 1938 be was arrested again because he had failed. to
report to the authuritied the two embeszlers whdihe bad caugbt
red handed in the sto{ Under the criminal law paragrapb 111

- be. was_sentenced to 1 /2 year:prison for neglect of diities.

1939 5% was released and got a job with a lodal construction
outfit. 1941 be was arrested and invostigated by tbe EKrdsnodar
NKVD; what for -- I do not lmow, - .

4
Sbortly before the war stirtad be ‘was relessed and re-
. turned. to his old job, wbere he remained t1l11’ the beginning -
of the war, From there on we were aluays togebber. c .

%n -about 1921.

a

5) Hy ‘sister Suret Tleptserishe wae bo;

.
Y

. She  11ved with us until about 1938/39, tben sos :got married to . )

a veterinary of our ralon. In the beginning .of the war he ‘was
éalled into the:army as a captain - veterinnry. Fall 1941 he
“came on furlough Zrom Krasnodar to our village. Since then we

. lost contact with bim. 1957 I learned from- ‘o%hor Cirocassisns

."who bad’ some information from our village that my sister is still
, living ‘there. I, personally, nevey tried to contact her.

;X have no othor close relatives in the caucaaua. After ny
evacuation by the Cermans I neither received nor wrote letters

" to my village.
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MY PBKSONAL BIOGHAPNY
g e

My Childbood
was vorn Auguat 2y, 192h in our village (aul) Tabtamukey,
-' raion center of the Autonom Adygeyakoy Oblasti RSFSR, - I lived
witbh my parents until 1930 or 1931. I entered the local primary
school (aemiletkn) end finished ber in 1959. L. remained in

""i' " the Waae two years. 1936 tbhls achool was changed into
N » & high scbool (desjatiletka) and I graduated from the eighth

‘grade. Spring 1939 baving finished the eightb grade I became
' ‘bookkeeper:in the administration of our xolkhoz. I bad to re-
glster the workdays.of each kolkboznik. I personally received
0.75 work days for each day I worked, I did not plan to finish
‘bigh school, because I wanted to join the army; ber uniform had:
- 1impressed me very much. Baside that I knew that some village
- '.inbabitants had gotten better jobs than others after baving
! aorved in the army.

. The secretary of ou’r village Soviet Dedi Doll was & remote
relative of ¢y mother. I begged him to change the date of my

« birtb, so that I could be drafted in fall 19,40. He obliged and .

I.was about to be érafted. But instead of that I was arrested "'
- 'gnd’ thvown into Jail. wWith two other guys -also were about to’ f‘
be drafted we went to a restaurant, got druik anid insulted the
. waitress there uitb ugly words. Under the criminal law" pare- f

grapb 71;,@9 three were sentenced to one year prison,.for im~ /
. proper bebavior (hooliganstvo). The first two weelts we were

- 4in a tranait prison in Krasnodar. Most of the imprisoned, me
incidded, were then transferred to Bjelostook in order to
build tbere a big military airport.q There we worked till tbe va.r

‘ atarted. : .
! . LoE . A
Q

'A’dOL and.. homecdmi :

‘ une_ after having received the nevs aboub tbe
outbreak ot tbe WAY, We were .assembled at L o’clock 'in the. mor-
ning and marched off .in an unknown.direction. We marched ‘two .
days witbout: rest. on our aecond day our group was’'split in
‘two partes.: In ‘'one group wera put 211 wto ‘had ‘only short term

-sentences, 1% the other the political prigofiers were gathered. Er

e, the short term prisoners, were dispatohed to tbe c¢ity. of |

. smolew in order to go there before the draft. board and. to.
“be-wrafted into.tbe army .ae defenders of ' the grent fatherland,

- When We started on this march.we had very few gudrds, before
the end of the marcb even they had disappeared. We arrived at
the camp located L kilometera from Smolensk. There we were is-
sued &t once "cértificates of premature release" (apravka o
dosrochnoy osvobozhdenii), becausé they had been made up already.
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I arrived in this camp #itb the last group and when I asked Wi
for my certificate, it was missing. Kowever, another one was .. e
made up at once and he}ndad to me. Having al received the wbove
g’ mMentioned certificates we were supposed to go to Smolensk and
i{| preesent ourselves to a drafting board (Voenkomat) in order to
be drafted. Instead of doing this I went home to the Caucasua.
Two weeks after my arrival in the. v!.llsge my friend Mabmud
. YGuchetl visited he., He had been sentenced to 5 or}é years hard
labour and\,had worked with me at the construction of the military
5 airport inVBjelostok. He did not belong to the short term group “
~ and could ngt be released prematurely for this reasom.be cguld =
\‘r'\ not get thecertificate. So in order to recelve it anyhow be ‘\
had used my name and had obtained my certificatgo., Now be was ,
here as --a double of me. He asked me not to report him and be
\,\ promised to go to Krasnodar at onee to get himself & passport -

Sl} vl I agreed. . _;s, . . .
‘Service in a labour .battalion ; .
/w-‘ .Y stayed bome tILI &Il 194 and did not work emywbere. Sep— .

N / temb r/Ootober 1941 our éntire village youth, me and my brother
{' ,,’ Mos" ineludod were drafted into some labour battalions.' We all
J were dlspatched to & Cossak village. Dinahya near the riwer
y Ruban, We :d1d not receive neither unir&ma nor weapons. We .

‘bad to dig there trenches. «Firet we vorked’ near the city of
Bage jak close to Rostov. We were digging trenghes and bullding
fortifications, That way w§Were alternatly’ woz:k@ng or re-
treating the whéle winter. Spring 1942 ye were already near @
Arpavivg, A rumor,started :spreading that .we would be shipped ¥
to dig jiitehes 4n%the Urimea. This I did npt like., I wenb AWSE -

. and retutned bome.. There?l was biding in the woods and came ',
viaiting my. mother only at nigbts. Thia wny I 1ived. \mtil the
Germana arrived 1n ~-August 1942. - e i

- ¥ . V\ --» 4

M lira under tbo Gormans Z CoT

ugus ornAns seized the Autonom Agidayskiy Obluti and
“soon they estabuabed a nev c¢ivil administration in our, raion.
The Germans based their rule on the "Council of the Elders"
because thess supported them .enthusiastically.’ Upoh, the recom-
- mandation of the "Council of the Eldens? the Germans instdlled
my future father-in- law as chief. of our ralon, BHe was held in
very bigh escteem by the Germans and they asked him even to move
for this purpose from anotber district into ours. Under the

Soviets he used to be chief of supplies in one of the local:
gunrd ‘units protecting our watenuppues. He never vag a4 card-
carrying member of the party. 7 . :
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Upon the recommendation of the "Council of the Elders™ I
.was installed as head of our local militia. I was agked to
.appear before tbe "Council of the Eldera" and there the Germans
looked at me with amazément considering me wmuoh too young for
. carrying such a responsibility. But I told bim that I was born
. in 1918, After that the Germans gave me the position. Here I
was subordinated to the Chief of the raion who was my future
 father-in-law.
My responsibilities were! . e
a. To lead the fight against the Soviet partisans.,
. aibs To, catoh people- who ‘Were mlnbainlng contacts with the
i Soviet partisans,
g, To prevent the. flow of suppliea to the Soviet aax‘tisana.
d. To assist the Germans in ,nequisitioning roq;:! and hay
from the population, .
e. Td*search houses for cidden Soviot uniforms, The Ger-
mans needed these uniforms very muoch. R X
!‘. To maintain law and order in oun village.

. " We caught altogetbor 8 Soviét partisans and turnsd tbem
ovex' to the Germans. Somd Russian families kept on living inm
our village, they were mostly former employes of banks or fi-
nance institutions. There was always an inherited ddnger that .
these people might satablish clandestine communications with.
' the Soviet putisa.ns. Therefore the local police farce bad to

; @V@Oﬂ&te them. I béld this pout!.on tul J&nuary 191&3-

/4 sorvico in tha German
EIEHI of , January T§ﬁ§ i v lunmily joinpd the Goman army

and was ‘sent to .the 835th battaliaon, where soldliers:wdre former
POW: belong ng to the different Caucasian natéonalities. * This
vattallon was bolding dersnao position in &he Cossak village.
Ealuzhinskajatof the Krasnodar kray. £.0. of the hattalion was
&' German-<captain Krupanek. -G.0% of tné first Company, to which
I belonsed was a Circagsian from our villege,Dzgpsh Tuguz . (he
 is.at the present time in Tux-key, 'but is pl&nnﬁsag to emignte to
. the U:S.A ? e .

€
-

-]
z being presont I told tbe- battallon C, 0 thaE‘ I had
" rintshed th% militery academy in Ordzhon! dse, XSQ -I bad served -
“ in thé REXA as & lieutdnant and .that I had gone o & Tugus . -
knew that this was not the.truth but be confirmed anyway wbat °

I had saild and tifen upon his reoomondation the pattanon 0.0.

put me in chargé of a platoon with the rank of a platoon com-
‘mander. Our battglion was until february 1943 in Kalushinskaya. -
'/At this.time :the Soviets Started their attacks along the gntire
front lino and the Oermans ‘began to retreat. We ba.d plitahed
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' battles around the village, around-Krasnodar and in some other
places., We even participated in the defemse of the Kuban bridge-
head. The defense could be mﬂintained there t11l August 1943.

: A'qgust 19u3 I was wounded‘'in my right shoulder and sent
., to-d German military bospital in the town of Melitopol. There

I remained un October Novomber 191;3. .

‘Released. rrom the bospital I wn sent to the’ 0auca;sian
leglon, Which at that time was buifpg aspembled near Warsaw.
I1-belonged to this legion till.January 1944. Then I was trans-
ferred to a battalion "Bergmann® wbich™ was a Caucasian toorand
which was+*boYding defense positions near’ the city of Nikolaev.

4

””'To this unit I-went: baving German military travel rdez‘s. .

aning urivéd in Odeua I had- my papers: oheckod with the
local Germ&n Commaridant. This was necessary in order to obtain
fquarters ‘for the .night. Leaving his building I suddenly" mot
there the- Germm Ligutenant General von Foexgtor, whom I'né
well since, be Lad bee once“tn'my béme vill‘age ubere he had been
greeted with.all die bo‘ﬁ‘o‘ﬁﬁ. ~I17t618 bim all about me and he:
‘agked me to fomo ghe next day to bis headquarters. -When I ars

. qr:hfed there ‘be exi)lained to me “the aituation as follows: .

i

'

. -Von PFoet'
’«

e gx'éat masaé‘:"or Circassian and’ Kabardin%acnpen in
Odeua around 3000 peopla. These peoplo bave comefrom the

"Gaucasus and now want to go Weat but ‘the Romanians: are mot per- S

mittﬂng them to drive ¢through their country unless 'they do’

whave German. military jeaders. For shis s msn from the cn\hunua

Hho apeakz;&aerman ‘ind some Caucasiﬁ hnzuages is necessary.‘
v put me then in charge of this people and’ ohang@d
aooordingly my. trnvel sorders.. This new Jjob.was ‘to.my 1iking

& New travel ordexrs were. 1s8ued: to ne,: i

‘and I'agreed glad)

Ay
ok Simultdneoualy orders? to all German commandants in- Romariis

2

were,given ordering them to render me all the needed assiatimoe, .

‘o provide me and.my group with:food-and quartérs. When I
joined tbis wagon.troin I nmet there many old. friends, among -
thefn.my brother, my future father-~in-law and bis daughter whom
I imarried dm'ing the trip in 194Y. This trdin had about 800, °

wagons . . .

s Februuy/Much 19!.3!; I 163, the wagon train thx'ough the town

or Eonstantsu end we reaqbed Plo&ati, April 194k I got, muried .

¥ totGoshnksho Dzﬁnmirze who %as travelling in our .train!® She °

is a bixcasaian, born 1926 in the village Pchegatlukag oi‘ the
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Poneabukasvskogo ralon of the Autonom Adygeyakoj---‘éblnstt.
¥y work as a. rccruiter ror the c;ncaaian units of thy Dormn

Arg
In Ploeuﬁti we received all; ;0f a sudden ap ordery from the
Germans to surrender. our wagons and horses toi‘the German army.

This was a terrific blow to our entire group of escapess, "

I ainply could not do thia and therefore stepped down from my
post. otber bad s gertificate of health whloh stated that
k;a was %rom ¥ 1n &-severe-form... I oclaimed this.
Bertifig‘gge a¥-@ine and.with ite belp obtained & travel-order
toa*Caucasian Volunteer ‘Unit near Berlin. The German comman-
dant issued a-travel ord “for me and five.gther. people "i
408% with me .my bro;hor, wi!"o and three poople from our
native village. " & e . .

June/ July. 194h we, all arrivod in Beruu vbore I reported °
6 a Nortb Caucasyian Committes which' gave’ "shelter to my travel
companions. I myselfl, went to tho H.Q. of the Caucasian Vo-
_lunteer Units and met -there Major ‘General Heidendorf. He is
at the present ‘time- in Western Gerridny. - He offered me the Job-
@l a a‘ycruitu‘ for ‘tbefCaufaaian Volunteer Legion, All new re-

. cruLtqd people bad to be dispatched to & place near Warsaw,

'The redruitment was. supposedito take place in the camps in
Auptria, Bungary: "éd CSR,. Having regel;e;!n tg&;sorder“ T gutbered,
' Wy 8R0up: & ugns ptémbor wé arrive ary. - I wap
; there busy %‘rdg: l-lt‘/ ntﬂ?‘ I.also wasa in Vienna. m’:d Graz but
never. went to the CSR, - I'was not able td recruit any bddy be-
' cabife’by now it bad beeome pareént that Gex‘muﬁw was nbout;;zns
loaa-. the wdr: ' 19| ’let ary and rgturned yitoout be
la to ahow’ ‘any sueceaees ko -Berlin. group: remained in .
iyrigary.. I reported to General Heidendorr who beomc highly o
maignant about ny performance “ané ordered me to. return to him
' the folloum day. WEEGh I never. did, In'the Committee for
-the Rorehem Caucasus’I met Colonel Ulagay. ° He wu“cirouuan
. and'aplonel of the old Czar.army. Later on be: bad begoms t‘ather
' Towgus. in Albapia, Now he was 8 colonsl of 44l 88 and-Division -
‘- Commander of & ﬁort%ceucqaus Division whicb"las in“the process,
Auperior wis & German Stmdartanruehrer
{colohel) ‘I‘aierma.nn. The latter promised to' ‘en.li ‘up- General

Heldendorf and inform bip that I had Joined tbo 83. Heidandorr

‘never bothered’ me anymore. o : u’

_ Witb the conaent of 'reiex'mnn, Ulngay,,_;yva ine the rup)c pf f-k.»

"aber~ stw@ehrer der watten 38* and.l.vas ageih euppon,p,gf
recruit «Cadcdafans, LNt now'Tor thle division. fThere werd" re-
oruiters a plenhy. Among them a Sha.kmnov wbo is now in 'rurkey,
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‘and a Bedanokov who later waa turpned over to the Sovieta. I
‘was supposed to recruit again in Austria and Hungary.

Arriving in Austria I established my office in Earko-Kopaza.
My helpers were my group - including my wife and three fellows,
which, however, busied themselves mostly with black marketing.
They ca.rried cigarettes from Hungary into Austria. No recruit-
ment took place because nobody wanted to voluntesr. So we lived.
‘until March 1945. .

"rhe retreat of our 5rougs into Austria,

' “arch 1945 tbe German Army started ber general retroat. :
'I decided with my group to zo to the:Austrian city Villadkiwhere
Sy father-in-law was living at that time. On our wayytber‘o«

‘my wife gave birth to = baby. We stopped in the viXlage Neudorf
‘near Villach, The o we learned that Ulagay’s .33 Division had -
been transferre® - Italy and was statioﬂed near the town of
‘Poluw We . -8 not to Join them but to wait for the end

of the war : .: . coere. G :
* , 4 .

‘ OQur SS Div, &nd runy otbar eacapees movod now from Italy

into Austria :d -~ _.hemselves quarters near Dra g. End
of April 16. 1 Lroup joined them, but my father~fh-1law re-
mained in Vi_ .uch. &

Our flight io Ita;z - ‘.

===

W&
llay 3945 Germany surrendered. Our camp inObér Drauburg

! sheltdred about 10,000 emigr o8,  Because this was the.assembly: - .
point for the people from thé Nortb Caucasus. : May 1 the first

. English motorcyolists appeared. Rumors st?;ted spreading that
the Inglish ‘are going to turn over all Soviet citizensg to the
Sov.eta. To forestall thls danger a comnifitee was elected .
which™bad beBides me the following members:

1. Dolecheriy Talkeshev ~: the former preeidvnt o3y KAbarda.no

‘ Balksrien during ‘the reign of the Germans,

A 2. Nub Panesh’- former town mayor .of the Ponesbulmrveky

"raion of the Adygeyskoy oblasti.’ Later on be moved o

to England.
. 3. Yunus Covmiz -~ & x‘ormer membey cr the Caucuie-: Comitveo
‘ e o« in: the Ukraine and Bjelorussia. . He has gonse to the USA.

- o Yusuf Huako - Mulla of :a Circassian colony. Was depdrted
by the Soviets. R

)

. 5. Dzbhash, I do not remembér his name. He was turned over -
the Soviets. :

R
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Under the leadership of Talkeahev this group developed
.the following plan: The inbablitants of the camp should be di-
vided into groups of l00-200 people and these groups should be
‘soattered about the whole neighbourbood. FProvided tbe Englisb
‘would starg erorting some groups,the others would gét then a
- timely warniog; which would enable them to go into 1din3. !
i The Sngliab 1earned about our plan and our whole committee was
.arrested, including me; as a former soldier I was brought at
,once 1in a POW camp in. §p1tta1. The rest of the Arrested were
kept in the same camp, but put under guard.

They started to transport the POW in trucks to Italy, si—
'‘multaneously some Soviet officers from the repatriation -gormy -
'saion began to m&ke propaganda for a return to Soviet Russia.
'The danger of repatriation became imminent., I decided to leave
'tbis camp, The people sent to Itely were loaded into the trucks
' without any accompanying papers. Therefore it was very easy for..-
me to-board such.an’outgoing truck. When the -truck passed .
through Villach.and drove there along a brick wall I jumped out
'of the truck and leaped over the wall. The guards being about
15 trucks bebind did not notice my disappearance. They kept
,on going, Bebind ¢bis wall I saw a German girl to whom I ex-
‘plained who I am and why I am trying to esoape, . She took me
. into ber bome and tiiere I exchbanged my uniform for civilian
. clothing. Having done this I went to the Park Hotel in search.
‘for my father-in-law who used to live in tbis place. But, he was
not there and now my position bad become really desperate. At :
this very day I met on the strest an old acquaintance of mine,

. a Greek Yurka who used to live before the war 6 kilometers rrom
jour village and who hadé also gone West. Now he was working on a
farm and living in a Jab~ samp 4n Villaoh., Ile took me into

‘bis camp and introduced me ther Greeks whn wers deportud
' from Greece. Yurka téld me ai... tiat my fa* © 1ad moved
from Villach to Lizerchofen near Spittai. .. xt - w, L6 drove

' me up there. My fathersin<law lived there in a oumy for "Ost-
arbelter". I remafned witb him for three days, We botb decided
‘ to bring my wife from the camp in Oberdrauburg to us. We dbs-
‘patchad a Ukrainian ‘girl for this job, . On the third day she
- returned witb auy wife and my child. Vlen the -Circassians in the
| capp Oberdrauburg learned our whereabout, immediately about .
B g% of them run away and jéined us. After L to S daya we all
| deoided to go to Villach and join there the Greeks.” We were
planning to disgulse oursalves as Greeks and as such beoome
!.repatriated to Grepoe. "The Oreeks had a contact in the local
. "Arbeitsamt" (Employment 0ffice) - a German girl who souid be
. bribed to issue-false .documemicy” "I-got in contact witb her and
. she promised to Lssue,for a, payment of 500 marks the following
docurient to every memﬁer of our group. "The Greek national
' \
\ .
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Mr, (so and so) has actually worked on the railfoad station in
Vienna 88 @ forced labourer in accordance yitb the orders of .
the Arbeitsamt, Having received this document for our entire
‘group I went to the Epnglisb Red Cross and received there the
permit to go to the'oity, of Bari in Italy where a Greek Consul
was resid r, This document liad to be ‘presented to the English

Sunit with the number F5S-62.  Some sergeant there stamped
and registerod our Red Cross document and we all lefit for Italy.

Hy du‘torent ttLu to emigrate to some country.

A

- Around July 19u5,tbe group arrived :n Bari, Italy, in-
cluded my brother, my father-in-law, my wife and the Greek Yurka,
‘When I went to the Gresk Consul he noticed at onoce that I was

'not able to speak Greek and therefore had mever lived in Greece.<
He did not refused the entry viasa outright but said he has to o

"ask bis Government. We filled out some questionnaries. A ]

'month later we received the definite refusal. Around August i
19),;5 we all went to NapYes to.see tbe Turkish Consul there, . ° :
'but he even refused to let us in, because he had beén botherod '
" too much by people like us who wanted to gé to Turkey. Howsver,
' they advised me to see the Turkisb Ambassador:in Kome. But .
he also refused to give me an entry visa. My group was now in
'a desparatve position. We all gathered under a tree near the

' Catacombe in order to spend the night tbere.

‘Next day I met on the local bapaar a‘ﬁuasian blackmarketeer. ’
| From bim I learned that I did not have to be afraild of any- 9
" thing in Italy, that the Vatican protectadwthe DP’s and that
bé even maintains asome houdes to shelter then, ﬂowever these
}(_bouses were over crowded and we could not be admitted, 80 I J
rented & room for my Tamily from an Italian. The address was
» Cecillia Mettela 3. There wes remained for two months, I auc-
ceeded in getting .my brother into a TB sanatorium. .

. The police of Rome gave me the permission to live 1n the
city. First we got only a tewporary: permit but later an.un-
limited ore. Tbils dooument is atill in my: possession.

| November 1945 I moved into & separate apartrisnt on Via-appia
. B7 where-I remained until Ootober 1947." During this period {\

most of the DP’s melUincluded made their 1iving with black- :
markateering. L ;

' “1947 a great dangnr arose that Italy mlgbt be tal{en oyer
by the Comnunista. This would bhave meant & complete disasier.
to us, D.P’s. Therefere I began to look around very energe-
ticaliy for some possibility of emigration. I made inquiries

9
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in the consulates of Veiaecuela, Argentine, Peraguay, and Swiss,
but: without any sucgess. October-1947 our group delegated me

' and 1ssued me the p¥oper oredenkials for going to Egypt and
' negotiating there about our mo¥ivg to Bgypt., My credentials

were validated by the Italian hed Cross, and as a result of this
the Egyptian consul isp':d me the entry visa. But Egypt re-
fused to take thejCircaasian DP’s. @n Eairo I went to the
Chief ‘of the Moslem Brotherhood Hassan Venna to ask bim for
belp. He advised me to try to emigrate to Jordan since there
were already 10,000 Circassians. I followed hls advice.

" The Jord: ,ian coneul in Kairo. gave me mmentry visa to Jordan

and i ref't for Arman. There the minister. of interior was &
:rcassian, FHe received me; listened to me’'and led me to the
King Atdullah, Having received my report be gave the |permia-
sion to my group to come to Jordan. A specisl deiree ooncern-
ing this met;ter was 1asued. .

In Ammn I went to tbe local Circassian colony and col-
lected there moneB for our TFlp from Italy to Jordan. I was
able to get 2950 Dinar, wbich was juat enough to cover the
oxpenses of our trip. I paid the money for the trip in the
shipping company "Adriatioca®”, and returned to Rome in November

1947, o

; 1ife in Jordan.
: e Consul of tho United Klngdom issued me an entry visa

to Joxdan in Rome. DRecember 1947 ‘our group consisting of 67
peopls arrived in Haffa, From there we went to Amman. I moved -
into the ‘house of tbe Circassian Hamfl Bei Dzhambek. I bad .
no job until Pebruary 1948, All this time the above menuoked
Circapsisn fed and abeitered me . o = )

Februany/uarcb 19b8 I got a job ap an précurment agemt
with the Iraq Petroleum Co, in Mafrak. There I stayed till
December 1949, on which date I was laid off because the com-
pany ceased to work tkroru :

17 Jnnuuy 1950 till April 16, 1952:I worked in_tbe mﬂni—
oipality of Amman as a supervisor or the labour force. I was
laid off b@nuu this position besams elimina.ted too,

April 16, 1952-t111 the middle of 1953 I was unamployed. .
At tbat time t va.s given back my old job where I worked till..

June 1,1955.

During my unemployment time I wag able to semu'e relief
from the UNRA playing the role of a Palestinian refugee.

- SEGREY o
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munists, however, I d1d mest some peoplle who Were sympathetic
to the aspiratidns of the Sovietsa. Oircasalan youth was
longing to return toi the Caucasus--their home country, They

| S : r\
During my entire;stay in Jordan"ggnever met any real com-

" came to me in great numbers in order to hear from me about the

.o

Cauocasus and all wbat was going on there..

<Once I was invited by Dzhaudet Hatyb, the deputy chiof of

‘the pasuport division in the municipality of Amman.. This position

he is holding up to now., He showed me an knglish Jourdhl tssued
during tbe war which bad a plétwd of Stalin and & picture of the
May parade in Moskow were the entire Supreme Soviet was atanéing
on top of Lenin’s Maumsoleum.  The host was full of praises for
the gallantry of the Soviet Army in the war igainst Hitler. 1
d1d not llke this. Besides, be bad not a single plcture of his
own monarch in his bouse. And I told bim so:

WIf you would be a true Circassian you would bate not only
the .commuinists but all the Ruasiang, because they all bave
been enemies of our people and ¢f our ocountry. The Rue-
sian ozars bave taken our liberty away but the communists
ire going to kill our entire nation. You, yourgelf, are
an emigree who has left our country fleeing frdém the Rus-
sian ocoupational forges., Therefore we should not have
any sympathies whatsoever neitber vwith tbe Ruasians nor

- with the Communists." -

After this upeech I naver vent to him agaiﬁ —

I tried to discourage tbe Circessians in golng to Soviet

‘movie pictures, I wrote anti-communist articles in the looal

press, as for instance in. the Arabian newspaper "Ordun™ and in

a Armenian monthly Jozspag February 1952 I got elected as a
delegate from Jordan the Committee of Natlochalities from.

the Nortbern Caucasus in Munich. The credentials are atill witb
me. -
Junokléas‘upon my recommendation tbe Cirocassisn Josfi Bei .
Mirza was elected as a delegate to”this commitbeo, besides that
he was and atill is¥the Ciroassian represgutatiye in the par-
liament of Jordan, 'He was the official delegate end I his de~
puty, but most of the practical work was done by me, The main
job of such a delegate 18 to .conduct anti-soviet propagenda not

_only 1n Jordan buc also among all the Mohammedans.

H tri a gbroad B . et
ﬁEFIng my etay in Jordan I went about 3 or lj times to Bei-

rut (Lebanon) in order to bring my sick brother to the TB hospital
Behanes, Sometimes my brotber stayed there for two weeks but
usually only for a couple of days, because he was afraid to die
so far away from all bis relatives. In 1953 or 1954 my brother
was operated in the Frenok Hospital of Amman on his right lung.




At the present time he 18 much improved and is planning to come
to the USA. I went always to Beirut through Damaskus. Once I
bad to stop tbere, because my brother started oougbing blood
and to proceed further would bave meant to endanger his life.

Hy 1ife in the U.3.A. o : &

, June 26 1955 I, my wife and our two kids entersa tbe
USA., We moved to Patterson, New Jersey, North St. }7-3 and -
stayed there on till August. I had no jJob, but there waa &
large Circassian coldny wbich belped me over the firat dif-
ficulties, " besides that I bad £ 800.00 snved up prior to enter-
mg tbis country. )

1955 ‘I.becams a salesman In tbe Ploneer Furniture Co. in
cnfbon. I was making 2558 wesk. On this job I ba%? no sudcess.

: geptombex‘ 1955 I started uorking with Totov Motors. At
nigbta I.cleaned" cua and during the day I sold on‘a. -

= October or beginning of November 1955 ti11l Februsery.: 1956 ,

. I was reconvalescing frdm & bad ¢er aceident in which my spine
‘bad been damged Doctor Martin Nemirov in New' Jersey treated
me. . e B : .
: Februaxy - I started to learn the business of an in-
uuux'anoe agent . snd beginning of March I passed. tbe examination
.and.recelved the permission to be an insurance agent in the
istates of New-York and Rew Jersey. I Joined the agent Go. !
,Richard E, Meier which was representing the' Mutual of New York.
I workbd witb this company until June 29, 1958. .

D
. -During tbis period I bad the following 1ntenuption tn. '
my works .
1. From February to August 1957 a gourse in Ft. Meads,
2. From Octobars to December 31, 1957 I.was in Jordan to
" study the local market condicions. Sl i

' My fariily consists of my wife, about whom I baye already
given all informations, and my four* ghildren: (1) Son Kazbek, born
TApril 1, 1945 in Auatria, (2 Daugbter Suzanna,born June 3, 1956
in Pat,tenon, (3) Daughter Sarah, born June 10, 1949 in Harfak
& (Jordan), (4) Son Aslan; borm-October.3l, 1957 in Paterson,N.J.

Starting from @gust 20 1958 m,y vife has started working
on & conveyer with the Uaiversal H&nufacturing Co., Pateraon,

| 29 E. 6th Street.
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The bistory of falsifications in my bio&raphy whicb hav‘g been ugsed

=

by me. P

Evezgything I bave said here so far is the unvarnisbed truth.
There are no falsifications. However, up to now I ulod\} ell
some wrong things in relating my biography. Tbey are aly/followo

: “E 1940 I changed wy buthda.te with the help of the soox‘etary
. of our village Soviet, a rampte relative of nmine and stated that
I was borne in 1921, in order to be drafted in the Army 3 years®
~ .abead of time. Thererore I was called bBefore the draftboard in
" 1940 and reglstered. But I was mot drafted but arrested. I never

haye bsed this version of ny biogx‘apby any more,

P 2. In August 1942 during the Oerm occupation the Germana

" 'made me obief of our village. police lcoording to a recommenda-
tion of our "Council of tbe Elders."” But I could hold this po- -
sition ly after I bad changed my birthdate and said that I was

born in 918 . &

S A .nnuuy 19h3 when I joined the Volunteer 635tb ‘battalion
,\ .of the German army I said wrongly, tbat.I had finished tbe - :
Military Academy in Ordzhonikidze and wis a lieutenant in the
REKKA, Based on tbis I became at once plntoon commander. Due
to tbis change in my biography the Germard oomand held me in .
such & high esteem that it entrusted me a}ways with poution ‘of
g{eat’ responsibility. Or in other words bhving cbanged
blography I was able to secure ms much ‘Sotter positions with fhe
Oe‘x:mana.v ‘Buch & change in my biograpby could not be retrncte‘ﬁ
- Aoy mede’ but bad to be doveloped furtber ‘on. g .

"4. I bad to use tbo same atory in filung out my docmnenta
" for entoring the USA, ) . _

. S. I bad to tell this story to the Press Attnoho of the
_ Ameriocan Embassy in Amman, because I kad used it in my documents’ .
;. and. the new version was widely known among my rriendn nnd cOo=

patr iotu . o

6. Living w the USA I had to use this ume vwaion even,
in my ‘talks with this organization. I bave used tbi,; version
of my biography about four times but story of ba born in
1918 I used oniy when it was unavoidable. Arriving in Ft. Meade
; I vas soared to tell thL2 truth because I was afraid of depor-

" tation., I new that I was act dishonest but I congoled my~
self with the thought that I did not basioally bum any bad in-
‘tentions ard did not waM to barn anybody.

. When I was forced 'to cell,the saluy ubic:h 1 &llegedly
! His .
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. my eduoation ‘but only by my penonal abilities. Among;

Fwoeived as & lieutenant in the REEA, I bad not the uilgbtgpt
{dea what it could bave been,so I named 2,600 rubles. Latdr it
tumed out that this amount was about rour times too much, ..
Thy'name of the commander of the Liith Pivision Ma jor-Gensral
Tlachenko and the name of the commander of 305 Regiment Legkodukh -
I'got from & friend a Circassian Yalmba Idris who avtuany bad
sirved in thes¢’units. I myself, did mot know the.location of
these units and’ in which battles they acfually bad participated,’
fhe names of the commander of the lst Battalion Bakbirov and

the nams of the commander of the 3rd company Savohenio are Jjust
‘names which I bappened to remember,

‘our raion REVD division.
* and I never can forget his name.’

Bakhirov was the chief of
He was a sworn enemy of our family
Savohenko was the second

gsecretary of the party ralon- oomnittee%f His name I cannot ror; :
sot eithber. , 3 .

YhLdid 1 declde to drop these du‘feront ltorioa? ] . N

' -1 a4d not- stop telling these stories and told the trutb in-
stead because I was' pushed with my baok against the wall or -
had gotten mixed up, but ny oonsocience was bopthering me.. -1 L.
had o to ~tbo conclusion that my present status is not:dee
terminbd by ‘rank of a lieutenant in: the Soviet Army tb
g the’ otbor

pu'ticipmts on the courses there were people who never ‘bad”
been a: lieutefint; but- 44111 .wers held°in high esteem by -the
‘Ameriocans: “Besides that I regdhed the conclusion.tbat the .
Amox'icans are not golng to deport me as long as they value me.

t
1

Written October 22,1958
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