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TH: FATE OF NATIONALISM

This is not a book about abstract doctrine. It deals with
political problems such as they ap;eared to men engaged in action.
The author has analyzed the facts, the events which have pro-
foundly shaken the soul of a vhole generation of his country. It
is the Rumanian Leglonary Movement which is here making ite deposi-
tion. The points of view expressed in this book and the conclusions
which it dravs are the result of an experience acquired by its
leaders during 30 years®' struggle. The only relstionship that
could be established between this work and books of pure specula-
tion is that in both cases the historical detzil disappears in

favor of i1ts intelligible expression.

But, one may ask, apart ffom the history of the Rumanian
peopls, why would the political experience of the Legionary Movement
be of intercst to Kurope? As we will try to explain precisely in
this book, the nationalist movements of Italy, Spain, Cermany,
Poland, Yugoslavia, Hungary, Bulgaria, Fumania, Latvia, Norwvay,
England, France, and Belgium arise from & similar frame of mind,
from a social and political phenomenon common to all Eurcpe. None
of these movements imitated another = in"sofar as this happened,
its creetive potential was weakened -~ but each one answered an apmal
which history addresses to all nations. Mussolini was right to
affirm that Fascism -~ that is to say Italisn netionalism -~ vas

"mo product for exportation. No people can credit itself with having
brought nationalism into being and of having spread it throughout

the world. Each nation hides within its depths its own natlonalismy

it is wp to each nation to mold it in the die of reality, If
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pationalism manifested 1tself with more vigor after World Wer I

by creating a style of life, an ero which replaced the Bourgeois
period, it is to be c¢xplained by the fact that conditions favorable
to 1te full bloom were reunited only at that moment (the aveken- A
ing of the popular masses). The legionary Kovement did not appear
as the continuation of an impulse coming from outsids the frontiers,
a8 bas 80 oftcn been affirmed in $est or in bad faithy it is truly
an olxpnuion of the necessitiss of 1ife of tie Rumamian people.
The faot that ore may eece in it certain relationships with other
movements or note certain ideological similarities can be explained
by -the common pround which existe at the basis of all nationalist

groups.

Our exposs does not aim at explaining the history of the
Basanisn Legionary Movement; it endeavors to include the genersal
panorama of the nationalist phenomenon, and to do this with the
sid of faots which our own esperisnoe gives us. Since ideas which
are charecteristic of our century are reflscted in the history of
the 1sgionary Movemant, we have applied ourselves to the job of
bringing out the factors cosmon to all nationalist movements,
the elements capable of clarifying the phencssnon as s whols.

This does not mean that our ecle aim 18 to explain the
bases of nationaliem and its historical vicissitudes. It is n;:t our
iatention in writing tids book to study & recent phase of Eurcpean
history. It is rather concern for the future which has compelled
.us to write 1t. This book 1s a book of attituds, of combat. It
1s comzitted to supporting the causs of Mationalism and, if posalble,




to detaching it from the darages of the war. But how ctn we et~
tain this result without first knowing its true face, without de-
fining what 1t really 18?7 Both friends and ensmies have judged it
falsely. The nationsliam which the world knows and evaluates does
not correppond to iis authentic imege. The aspirations of the
peopls® have been adulterated. People talked about nationalismj
acts have besd commd.tted in its namej but in reality the survival
of the bourgeols and capitalist era, the era of imperialism and .
chauviniasm, has been trouhling tbe conscience of the peoples and
poimsiting the international atmosphere. The defeat which the
nationalists have undergone is, in the first place, the result of
this false apprecistion of the phenomsnon.

Nationglism finds itself once rore at a crossroad.
Vanquished on the political lsvel by the military viotory of the
Allies, the natiopalist myth has not ceased to move the soul of
the peoples. The nationalist states, with their formidible armies,
bhave disappeared from the world scene; but the spiritual energy
vhm gave rise to these forcea has not dieds Disperssd, (hupihu;l,
and haunted from &ll sides, but nontheless alive, present and inde-
struotible, nationalism could dissppesr only if the nations disap-
peared, ‘

What direotion will the survivora of the nationalist cata-
strophe of 19L5 take? Will the tregic experience of the var be of
somt use? Will it enable us to discern in the political past what

-wa8 good and what was erromecus? Or will the nostelgia of ven-

quished ideals be stronger than the lessons which life teaches, even
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to the point of preve:ting a new orientation of the peoples, which
would be in greater conformity with the profound meaning of nation-

alisn?

The nationslist world with its diverse ethnical baggage,
18 solicited today by diverging tendenciea. Certain people cone
tinue to confound nationalism with 1ts historic tragedies, without
going teck to its principle, without searching for its real meaning.
For this category of Nationaliste the cause of the defeat, a super-
fioial ‘defeat, goes back to the absurd coalition of Democracy and
Bolshevism: They believe in this all the more since the disap-
pearancs of the great nationalist powers has opened thd door to the
bolahevist invasion of Europe, and becauvse no Western state is
capable of replacing their political and military potential.

There is also another current, which without sscrificing
anything of the spiritual treasury of nationalism tries to detach
it from al) manifestations which do not belong to its essence and
to 1its aspirations, sanifestations which have corrupted its character,
and triss to put 1t back into world circulation in its pure form.
Under this aspect, mationalism loses its aggressive characteristics
and becomss & factor for oresting harmony between peoples.

The first attitude iscentirely lacking in forusight. The
historical outlins or outline of nationalism is lost in a mltitude
of wanderings, and disordered engagements; to contimue the same
policy would mean to repeat tomorrow the errors of yeeterday. A
nationalism focused on the past would nover be gble to dissipste
the suspicions wvhich the public opimion of the democratic states
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manifest toward it. In order for the nationalist idea to become
again an active and constructive political value, it must be sepa-
rated from the acts and attitudes which dv not belong to it by

na ture,

This reconciliation 16 even more neceasary since the
nationalist energies have becoms indispensable for the creation of
a powerful anti-commumist front. The democrades are passing
through & grave ideological crisis. Liberalism has entered a
phase of deoline and no longer has any influence with the xasses.
It is ixpossidle to start the battle against Communism -- all
the virtuse of which are open to disputa except for elean and
mdlitant spirit -- with an $deology vhich is in:thecprgcess of decay.
In order to compensate for their epiritual vacuum, the Democracies
mst look to the support of the nationalist movements.

Whether one wishes it or not, from 194S an, the fate of na-
tionalism has been confoundsd with the fate of the democrscies. If
there still exist democrate who, blinded by passion, do not even
né in their last hour where death will strike from, the national-
ists must not fall in the same error. It is their task to sec to
it with perseverence that their friendship with the democracies is
not cospromised by unthoughtful acts or by unreasonable demands,

If the nationalists insist upon extremist and rigid attitudes which
cannot at least bosst the unreserved i\pport of truth, they could
impede the proceas of unification of European forces and indirectly
inonuo the chances for the victory of bolsheviam. Let us suppose
that the democracies féei strong enough to defeat bolshevism alone.
Should we condiude that bocause of this nationalism vould lose
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ite reason for existence, that it will no longer play any role

wbatsoever in the life of tre peoples:

The error would bc great. In bolshevism the nmations are
threatened with an acute and immediate danger, but even without
the intervention of the Bolshevik plagus they could lose their
vital baiance and perish. Man in our era is much too deprived of
spiritual life to be able to dispense with thc crutch of mational-
ism. Deprived of this spiritual force, he would e exposed to the
most harmful ideas and political conceptions. Without the living
presence of nstiomalism, without the permanent zction of this
principle in the conscisnoe of the individual, the popular masses
would destroy tbe n_nw.nl frame of history, formed by ethmical
categories, and would disappear in a degrading :amixture of races,
of peoples, and of cultures. Nationalism 1s not only a useful
ideology for the present mommnt, it is the creative element in
history, an element which will be even more indispensabls in the
fature.

The ideas wiich we expound here are not the result of medi-
tations suggested by the war. They belong to the “first pringciplis*®
of the Rumanian Legionary Movement and events have only confirmed
them in & wvay for which we had never hoped. The singular fate of
the Rumanian legionsry Movement, the persecutions which it suffered
even during the period which was, from the political point of view,
most favorable to it can be explained by its constunt faithfulness
to the fundamental truths of the natiomalist doctrime. In tha West
the legiopary Movemsnt has few friends. -Ap:rt from the defamatio:s




and lies which have een widely bandied by its enemles, practically
nothing is known about iis past, ite sufierings, and its aims,

This book has no intention of reestablishing the truth as far as

we are concerned. It deals with a question of general interest.

It restricts itself to revealing to the readers one single fact which
we think is eloguent enough to make it unnecessary to accompany it
with commentaries: from 1938 on, the concentration camp regime
becems 8 new universe for the lLegionaries. They emerged from one
concentration camp only to be directed to another camp, Rumanian
canps, Cerman camps, allied camps, Soviet camps! And their calvary
continues today behind the Xron Curtain.

In these considerations we huve been guided by one singls
thoughtt the catastropbe which tmeatens the existence of all
peoples. Too much hatred, too much despair have risen in the world
for individuals end nations to continue to allow themselves to
4ake truth lightly. VWe no longer can perxit history to develop
baphasardly, ruled by chaotic aims., The moment for the Great
Beform has arrived. All the ideas, all the systems, and all the
conosptions of the past ;aentux'les rust be revised and adapted
to the immer man, to his structure and to his ends. We must
osase to ssparate the spirituzl msn {rom the politicel men. His-
tory is an aspect of the great life of the spirit. The unending
quarrels-which the peoples have among themselves over territory
to conquar, or for objectives of glory or interest represent only
his lover nature which must be defeated and must be subordinated to

peremptopy ends.

The aim of history is the literation of peoples from fear,
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from oppression, from injustices so that their purest and best

ensrgies can be utilized in the realm of cultural creation, the
only oreation which is gifted with the halo of immortality.
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CRAPTER 1

COMMUNISM AND THE POURGEQCIS AND CAPITALIST SOCIETY

The lack of progress which can be found in the morel and
politic.l sciences is caused by the inability of man to improve the
results obtuined by his predecessors in the rralm of social organi-
sation. A long time ago this "disorder"™ was already no longer
part of uu realm of the positive scicnces where discoveries and
inventions can be transferred from one country to another, where
no ons dares operate with notions which have leen contradicted by
experience. The spirit of improvisation which rules over social
sotivities makes the art and science of governing suffer from the
gravest contradictionsi on ons hand the progress achieved in that
ordsr by ome generation is blurred by following generations; on
the other, errors which have been branded by the experiences of
peoples reappear after having remained buried for a-long while
and onoce xore enjoy the confidence of the masses as well as of their
rulers. How much suffering and torment could have been spared
humanity 1f its past had been analywed so as to discover shat has
proven to be false, unjust, absurd, destructive, and what has proved
to be valuable, so that from this selection a criterion, something
1ike a fundamental concept of humanity, a concept which could at
the sams time serve as & central idea for political coordinstion
and & freme of reference for the sciences, whose aim is related to

the destiny of human groups or collectivities could come into being.

In order to distinguish between truth and error in the frame
of history, more is needed than just a rational effort. The human
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intelligence can easily detach it-elf from the facts olserved by

the physical sciences, because in that case it is dealing with a
matter which is inert, amonymous and subjugated to our destiny,

But it is incapable ¢f retaining the same objectivity when dealing
with human events. Judging and at the same time participating in
bhistory, man ends by ylelding to inclinstions which are foreign

to his vocation. Egotisms, vanities, unreasonable interests f{alsitfy
the past of a people, thus preventing the authentic lessons of

history from pemstrating the soul of future generations.

This does not mean that the art of governing, that is the
politicel sciences, are subject to a perpetusl instability; the
preceding remark indicates only that the means of investigation
with which we want to decipber the mysteries of socisl institutions
are not adapted to the objective of its investigation, and we must
come to its aid wvith a tool of greater subtlety, a tool which
would have greater ismpact. In order to elucidate or solve the
problems of history, reason should be supported by a great and
disinterested vitality. Man should first purify his tioughts from
the complex of sgotisms in order to obtain a real knowledge of the

cosplexities of soclety.

For having delayed the composition of tpks "Magna Carta® of
universal history, preconditioned, it is true, bty the development
of the spiritual nature of men, humenity wanders today in the laby-
rinth of 4its own faults. Peoples and individuales struggle with
each other to see to it that theses and idesls whose beses are

equally weak may triumph.

-10 -
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A profound uneasinecs, a terrible fear of the future arises
from today's torment -- while the extraordinary advances of tech-
nology should assure us of the contrary -~ becuuse evepthing that
is started is dopne in a haphasard manner, without probing the
unknown, without knowlng where we are going to stop in the future.
Rumanity has only partial visions of life which interfere with
each other in limitless confusion., In a period where we constantly
speak in terms of the political wnification of continents, what
ran lacks the most is the principle which could amimate such en
effort and such an accomplishment, that is, enlightened historical

insight.

The var over, the victors overran the vanquished. Accusations
are made, the search for the responsiblos is started, they are:found,
they are punished. The procedure in itself would not have been bad
if the tribunal of humanity had tried all the criminals of the war,
without taking the question of nationality or political color of
the delinquents into acoount, and, maturally, without sparing the
victors. Otherwise this internationsl tribunal is in great danger
of appearing to be an instrument of vengeance réther than a means
of expiation in the service of the inherent justice of history.

There is no doubt that the nationalist movements have made mistakes.
But how can we isolate these errors from their historical frame

and present them in a separatc file? These are the errors of a.
ers, they correspond to a state of mind, they have their antecedents.
There are mistaies which p;'eoodad the faults of the nationslists,

wvhich accompanied thex, and which have ncver ceased to exist, even




after the breakdown of the Axis powers. One camnot spezk of the
errors of nationalism without dealing with those errors which
brought up the apparition of this movement. Nationalism is only
the reaction of national collectivity agairst the errors of the
bourgeois and capitalist society. Is it possible to consider these
errors with indulgence when it is through their accumulation that
the pedastsl of Bolshevism, that abomtmitionmof human history, was

created?

It would be entirely incorrect to liken Bolsheviem to an
error. To do 80 would even be to pay a compliment. Error exists
only in relationship to what 1s good amd4rue. Error results because
there is a lack of seaiduity in man to discover and scrve higher
values. Bolsheviam cannot even boa:t of this privilege. Truth is
entirely banished from its sphere, from the vision of the new world
which its rulers wish to build. Not only does Bolshevism think that
truth has no usefulnsas for the life of the State; txuth is perse-
cuted and condesned, even when it remains in a latent state, without
any relationships to action. Whosoever attempts to give to it the
most innocent or the most timorous expression, riske being brunded
an enexy of the people and disappearing into the unending ranka of

those who no longer have any nams or any family.

Bolshevisn is engaged in permsnent warfare with truth; its
entire system was built in order to persecute and exterminate 1it.
The Bolwbevik State is not so much at grips with the politicsl and
socisl eatity of man as with the truth which lies in his soul. It
is not content with asking from its subjects an impeccable civic

-l2 -




conformlsm, but pursues them and controls them in their inner selves.
The model citizens of the soviet state are individuals separated from
their internal world, incapable of thinking by themselves or affirm-
ing thelr persunal aspirations; they are men Qhose spiritual func-
tions have been standardized and who can be perfectly controlled from
the exterior. After the expropristion of property and the confis-
cation of work, comes the expropriation of the spirit. The slight-
eat bit of truth left ignored in a cormer of the soul consltutes

for the bolshevik an explosive substance of unbelisvadble efficacy,
capahle of creating the most stubborn resistance and endangering

the very continuity of the regime.

Let us nes imegine that the triwmph of bolshevism will
uke the form of o political or military victory. This triumph
will be celebrated on tha day when the Sovist monoculture has
succeeded in killing the last spiritual vestiies of hurmanity.

The ideal of Bolshevism is the expropriation of the human person.

How was the creation of th's mns‘u'oua organization made
possible? How can one: explain its exm;a virulence and its uni-
versal tpplriuq:x?-i"ﬁ:c answer would not be conclusive if we men-
tioned only th. hundred-year struggle of the different communist
groups over the whole world, Thie revolutionary tradition started
by the Russian Decembrista ex;;hins only ons phase of the problem,
the least important one: the existence of an organised force, which,
profiting of the difficulties of the pericd, captivates all popular
d?.lconhnt.s. In order to become a worldwide calamity, communist,
hnd to find an environment in which it could develop freely, within
the very society which it hated and wished to destroy. A handful
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of fanatics in the service of a fatal idea would never have bteen
able to constitute a danger to the security of peoples without the
complicity of thouse who precisely todsy do not know where to hide

to escape from it, or how to stop it.

The advanced state of disintegration in vhich the bourgeois
and capitali:t socisty found itself has been communism's beat prop-
aganda agent. The forces which today are plotting agsinst the
fundamental irstitutions of humanity were brought into being by
the vices, the injustioces, the cowardly acts, and the cruslties
of the bourgeoies and capitalist society. It was this society which
fed the fire of world revolution by disinteresting itself in the
fate of the masses, snd dy nbcndon?ma them to poverty, corrwption,
and ignorance. The proletsxist of today is first of all the result
of the agotistical bourgcols morale, the mentality of businessmen.
Incapabls of sacrifiocing a bit of their opulence to raise the liv-
ing standards of the masees, they preferred to sce the ranks of
their adversaries grow ﬂth new categories of malcontents and to
the axtent of endangering the very existence of the peoples.

Ons could doubtlesa reply that this picture is not that of
a pertioulsr social phenomenon of our era, that at all times the
transition from ope type of society to another sturts when the
old type shows signs of weariness and lets Liself die. Our remarks
wotld therefore tend to describe a normel historical procedure, a
phenomencn which repeated itsel{ often; this time 1t would be the
turn of the bourgeois and capitalist society to dissppear and for
another social system to replace it.




This explanation would disturb no ons if an unaxpected
complication had not made its ap,earancej if between the two
forces which today are struggling for mastery of the worid —-
one conservative, the other revolutiorary -- one could distinguizh
clearly vhat separates them, vhat innovation one brings in compari-
son with the other? Unforturately, we do not seec ir the name of
what reform program the communists justify their preten$ione of
overthrowing and replicing the old world. The capitalist society
in its time sade justified its existdnce by rejuvenating feudal
socisty, by recreating it in a more spacious way, by making it
conform better to the necessities of tho era. PBut what horisons

doss cormynism open to hummnity?

This queation 1s nevertheless debated in all newspapers,
in all marxist-inspired ;ublications and reviews, and it is dis-
ocussed over and o7er again in 3ll communist meetings., If one were
t0 believe them, comaunisa brings a superior social structure in
vhich all the old abuses disappear. Nevertheless when cne analyses
carefully,, the achisvements of cormunism in Russia and elsevhers,
oin realisze’s with astonishment that it is not reform of the old
society or a program which seeks to correct the errors of the capi-
talist system. On the contrary - and it is the anly innovation

_that can be attributed to communism —- these seme errors reappear
with an aggravated intensity and & force of generalisation up til11

now unknowne. =
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BOURGEOIS AND CAPITALIST

SOCIETY

l. ATHEISM: state of mind
of a few restricted ciroles,
without eigns of agresasive-
ness toward those who keep
their faith.

2. MATERIALISM: dominating
comcopt of our period, less
of a dootrinary aspect than
a rule of conduct for modern

3. EIPIOITATION OF MAN KXY
0t

Ue TENDENCY 10 CONCENTEATE
CAPITAL: dispossessing small
capitalists in favor of a

:_",Itricts'd (n'mp of financiers

Se ADVANCED STATE OF DISIN-
TEGRATION OF THE HUMAN PERSOX

SOVIET WORLD

ATHEISM: official religion, exclus-
ive and intolerant.

MATERIALISM: philosophic system
raised %o the rank of absolute
truth, the only omé to be admitted
in the achools, universities, and
State cultural dispensaries.

EIPLOITATION TILL EXHAUSTIOX OF
KAN BY MAN: creation of modern
slavery. The robot man as the
unit of labar.

ORNERAL EXPROPRIATION OF GAPITAL:
a parasitic bureaucracy disposes
of the wealth and the work of a
subjuga ted pecple.

LIQUIDATION OF PERSOMAL CHARACTER

braakm
of man vith the help of 00111'7'5574}
[as in *breaking® of a horse].
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Bourgeois and capitalist Soviet World

society

6. THE INNER LIBERTY OF MAN IS MEN ARE THE SLAVES OF THE MACHINE.
DMWARTED BY THE GIGANTIC ACHIEV- TECHNOLOGY IS THE SUPREME ACHIEVE+~
MENTS OF TECHNOLOQY. MENT OF THEIR ASPIRATIONS.

7. PERIL OF T™E DISINIECRA~ TRANSPLANTATION OF THE INDIVIDUAL
"TION OF THE INDIVIDUAL TO SURROUNDINGS WHICH ARE FOREIGN
through his detaclment from to all the institutions of his
the body of tradition: nation, nationsl past.

homeland, history, national

culture, religion, customs.

In these considerations we have omitted everything in the
history of Bolshevism which has only meneuver value or is only a
modification of a tactical order. Russian imperialism, religious
fresdom, the orthodox offensive, pqiahvi-, color natlonalism,
are just mesans of action for Bolshevism. They do not indicete &
conversion of communism toward mationalism, its evolution toward
specifically Russian ends; they represent only intermediary ends.
411 the concessions -a}:m one sense or in another will be de~
stroyed by the fire of purification as soon as their tactical ad-

vantages have been spent.

This comparative table shows in quite an explicit manner
what relation communism bears to the bourgeois and capitalist

. world. The great imouuoh consists in the feverish search for

17 -




the negative aspects of the bourgsois and capitalist soclety.
Bolshevism does not change amything; it does not improve anything
whatsoever, does not bring any generous idea, but secks to activate
in the highest degree the causes of socla) disintegration. It
extracts oll the evil which prevails in society and cultivates it
in its pure state, just as microbe cultures ard cultivated in a
surrounding dedicated exclusively to their development. A bizerre
phenomenon is occui-rxng, and for the first time in history: con-
tinuity of substance tetween two eoclel structures which fight
ageinst each other bitterly. It is not a queation here of posi-
tive continuity, of the torch of tradition which a period paases on
to the ome that comes after it, but as we have alresdy remaried, it
is a revivel of the dead matter produced by the bourgeois world.
Communism hates the real values of bourgeois and capitalist so-~
cisty, but it 1s avid to avil itoelf of all the cast-offs which are

the result of woar, time, and old age.

The revolutionary forca arises egainst the consormative force
not with an eye to suppressing the abuses, but oniy because this
conservative force has not pushed far enough the perfectiag of
the techniques of evil and does not wish to abandon the last vest-

iges of bhumanity and ‘e life.

- The bolshevist spirit ia tha bourgeois spirit without the
intarmsdiary nuances of evil. Whereas in the bourgeols and capi-
talist society ovv‘{ appears through lack of s;iritual vigilance,
through erroxr, in the Soviet world it is adopted as’s gepersl norm

of governcent, as a conatitutionsd principle of State. It is

- 18 -
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endowed by a hierarchy, by a stat.s, b a code, by a police, by a
justice which defend 1t against all deviations. He who still has

a longing for gnod, who tries to diicover in his inner self another
meaning b life than that prescribed by the thought of the regime

is ousted from the ranks of the collectivity like a sterile plant.

These conclusions have ‘een dictated to us by reslity as
it appears in Sovist Russia or in the countries invaded by her
arxies. We arrive at the same result by studying directly the
Marxist doctrine, the concept which doxinastes its political atti-
tudes. Marxist dislectic foreseea a genmeral eettlement of sc-
counts with the past once the bourgeolisle has been vanquished by
the proletariat — lest episode of ths class struggle ~- a past
which will be succeeded by the communist ideal, the clacslees and
stateless society. None of the traditionsl institutioms crca‘ed
by the millenary work of the peoples will be spared by the wave of
destruction. RNztion, country, reiigion, ‘amily,property, rights,
morsle, individuality, liberty, will be equally swept by the vave o
'h,_ppmlnhri.-nt. Nevertheless, for a doctrine which pretends to-
eroct & new world the constructive part shows an astonishing weak-
ness, Whereas the destructive mission of the proletariat is scrupu-~
lously desoribed, the texta.dedicated to the construotion of the
future society appear brief and inerticulate. 41l which is related
to conqml_t of power is presented in a masterly way, whereas sll
that concerns the use of power after the victory remains wrupped
in mystery, The formulas which are dedicated to the future do
nbt ssem to rise from the same precise and sagacious analysts
ve sresuddanly transported into a world og unreal dimensicns.




It i85 evident that these rormilas have not been enounced in

order to represent someihing tangible, to suggest an achieveble
image of the future, but rether to hide an inver emptinass, a

weakness of the thirker, an abdication of his creative energies.

By making a tabula rass of the past, Marxist thought annihi -
lates imlicitly all its creative possibilities. It has reacked
the point whers it no longer can undertake snything. In front of
it lias the dark immensity of an abtyss. The revolutiomary sywtheais
can no longer take place, because the matter which it wae supposed
to utilise 1lies dying under a ;ile of rubbish. 1t is then that
marxist thought dlni:nht'cn its own catastropls by transforming
pegation into virtus, by adopting the formuia of the concentrated
evil «— & formuls which diotin uishes itself 160 from the parel-
lelism of the bowrgecis-comsmunist manifestations -- as a durable
system of government. The critics and adversaries of Marxism have
not seen that this doctrine is eptirely lacking in the essential
thing, an 1deal, & creative vision of society. It is a formidable
dialecthe of destruction, and mot a dialectic of creatiom,

Commsunist society constitutes an emigms only for the one
vbo wishes it to be that way. It is identical with the Soviet
leviathan. One can accuse the actusl leaders of Soviet Russia of
a1l evils, except that of mot having remained faithful to the founder
of the communist movement. The western socialist parties no longer
have anything in common with Merxism, apart from & reiationship of
prestige. (Muny other reasons bind us to the West. What sympathy
could Soviet Russia « that imrense slaughteriouse of peoples, vhere
everything which belongs to & nation, to & culture is destined to
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disappear, buried in a shapeless form --— awake in us?).

Having noted that the ideological differences beuween the

bourgeois and capitalist society and communism are much dighter

than would have been thought and that what ons starts, the other

achieves, for what reasons do we ncvertheleas not hesitate to de-

clare ourselves the supporters of the western world? Because in

the West, evil has not taken the form of sn institutions it has

not yet become a State ethic.

The peoples of the “est 1live in a climate of freedom.

Their technique of ;overnment, Democrscy, cannot prevent evil

from manifesting itself; but 4f it does not do anything about it,

at léast it doss not offer to it the direct support of the state,

a symbloeis which has been achieved in Soviet Bussia. Democracy

is a peutral political frame, a rule of s game which accepts

and can sustain diverse ideological contents. In the XIX cen-

tury ghe welcomed economic liberalism and a capitaliam of a most

advanced type; today the socialists of diverse tendencies do not

feel disturbed bt &ll by her company. She is responsibls neither

for the political content eliborsted by the divers currents which

agitate the collectivity, neither for the results homologated

under her afbitration. She registers the fluctuations of the

public opinion, but it is not her task to evaluate or influence

them. Democracy ia rather a procedure to be followed in pudblic

affairs, than a concept of life. She plays a role in society

analogous to the free crbiter in the life of the individual. It

follows that materialism, athedsm, end the other defacts of mod: rn

soclety are not the product of the syster of govermment insugurited
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by Democracy, and that their ap.arition concomdtant with the vic-
tory of democratic ideas is only fortuitous. Ve could not there-
fore ask Democracy, which called upon te respect with impartielity
all principles and all parties, to rule out social evils or to
undertake crusedcs in order to fight them. Democracy does not
oppose herself to the appearance of sane ideas, but she can offer

to reformers of socicty only the puarintee of political literties.

Democracy distributes equal opportunities to everyone; the
result of the struggle between good and evil depends upon the
wiseness of the leaders and upon the virtues of the collectivity.

This fortunate separation, which wae able to take place in
the West, between political opinion and its mode of expression is
pot respected by comsumisa, Its technique of government is an
instrument of expansion for the commmist ddeal. It does not regis-
ter the opinions of the citisens to utilize them in the framework
of the Sutla, but, to discover and to annihilate those which could
cause disturbances to its all-powerfulnesa, The Soviet State ad-
mits no exceptions, does not tolerate any heresies, does not recog-
nits anyone's right to nonconformism. The iniquitous treatment which
it applies to its subjects, its 'dolent intervention each time they
attempt to mni!‘gat personal vie\:?poi.nta is the result of the prin-
ciple upon which it is based. The communist State is a diabolicel
breach in the forehead of humanity, a coxplete projection of evil,

The demolite powers told themselves, without doubt, that the
spiritusl bteses of humenity were so damaged, that mnnniby was o
degraded, was 8o sic' that they (the dinom;’ powers) would find
no obstacles if they manifested one fine day their deeires for
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worlc domination. U“hen communism succeecs in taking in hand the
destinies of a people, it imsediately .;ets rid of all tactical
hesitations, rvjects lditle by little all the masks of occasicn,
and by its acts, by the terror which it exercis’eal by the horror
wnich it has acquired rivalry with ot;ber forces, by all this
ferocious cloak, characteristic of the regime installed in Russis,
{1t) reveals its identity with evil. It finds the wview of what
is good, what is right, intolerable, for the contradiétions which
good would ralse in the souldé of people would be fatal to its
existenos. Placed in the presence of a means of comparisom, the
latter would not take long to recognize the true face of the
State which rulss them. In order to maintain itself, the commu-
nist State must transiorm terror into & permanent principle of

government.

Supposing that the developnent of the actual cornflict
favors the westarn democracies, 3: everything would tend to have
us believe; this would not mean that the danger of commundsm is
defimitely over, and that a period of prosperity and of peace
would establish itself betueen the peoples. The bourgeois and
capitalist society currics in itsels the germs of commmmism, The
whols of humenity has suffered from a tendenc, toward evil and
ommunisk represents only the extrems ofthis tendency. It follows,
therefore that its effects: will continue to threaten the existence ;
of ths peoples. If evil iz not confronted with ener'a/c means, it .
will one day feel atrbng enough to suppress -- even without exter -
io;- aid == liberty in the world. This new social form would perhaps

ot be called communism, but that would not prevent its structure
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from r: sexbling it.

Ti.e Western world must not think that it is shcltered from
such a change o fortune., ItSi: great advantage is that of having
kept intact the opportunities of achieving good —- in the communist
world these chances no longer exist -~ and its unexploited reserves,

its possibilities of improvemont suflice¥ to keep alive the flamm of

our hope.

lowever, an overestimstion of i1ts spirituxl forces, an at-
titude of arrogance and heedlessness, the fllusion that things
might arrsnge theamselves automstically for the West would be fatal
for the future of humanity. Once the Bolshevik peril is out of
the way, the peoplss of the West will have to become more lucid,
more conscious of the role which they are to play in the world.
The revision of ideological bases weakensd by t.he time, the reju-
venating of the political frame of Democr:cy bedause of the necessity
which a mev soaisl ideal imposes must be considered, so that the
tragic experience which we are witnessing ray rot repeat iteelf.
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CHAPTER II

THE NATIONALIST PHENOMENCHN

The struggle betwsan communisa and capitalism becomes compli-
cated after World War I, when & new pretender to the heritage of the
0ld world =meies its appearances Nationalism. Heverthelsss, that
date only indicstes the moment when ite efforts was most haroic, when
it was able to affim itself with courage. For, if one wishes to
disoover its remote origin, oane must go back to the second lmlf of
the ninateeath century and even further.

we have called that phsnomenon "Naticnalism™ or the "Nationale
ist Mowemant® rather than "Fascisz® or the "Fascist Mowement® becauss
the former seen to agres better with the exact sense of thinga., The
tern "rascism® imposed iteelf on the general attention in virtue of
its priority in the birth of the Italian nationalist movement, In
fact, Pascism was the first to conquer powsr and to found a State.
Tts emblem served as the inmignia of all the political groups uho were
fighting for the same ideals. HNewertheless, if ane compares Fascimm
to the nationalist movements which ppesred later, one realises that
4t 1is %00 impregnated with particularities, too apecifically Italian
for all other manifestations of mationalism to be called Ly that name,
The tarm which we choose does not, on the ocgatrary, ewis asmoriss
of any one regime, and all par:ies which are oriented in the same di~
rectian can be included therein without difficulty.

What new factors did the natvionalist movements bring? what
was thelr position in relailon to the forces which dominated inter-
mational rivalriss? Their oppenents classified them emong freak
ocourrences of history: phenomena whose antecedents are not discesn-
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ihle, without roots in the past, arising from the unknown to destxoy
all the hypotheses for the future; phenomena permitting of no explae
nation, unless it be described as having its.origin in the depths of
prixitive man, roappearing on the surface from time to time, in spite
of the thousands of years of civilisation whieh separate us from the
age of cave dwellers. In reality, the nationalist phenomenon is not
at all obscure. It is & normo) product of history and its arigine
can be extricated With precisicn. It was born of the same sooial
conditions, from ithe same sort of turwoedl which csused the sruption
of communism in history. Its doctrine and its policies represent a
resstion against the errors of socisty. The deficlenciss of that
Mwwoammutunwmmmvmv-unGm
1lal to the reforms projectad Ly comsunism. Thesc two transfermers
of soeizl 1ife, both desiring to become the wnique inheriter of the
old sccisty, sprang fioa the same old root.

The tendenoies of cosmunisn are kvwns In its dialectis one
mmmuwun,mw.mmo:mwumm
m-mﬂhumiumlmuwtumm-m
sational, cultural, and religious surroundings, 2 as to readsr hia
wpt to lead the termibe's existence which is that of the sovist cite
dsme The reactions of nationalism are of an entirely differeut
aatxee They bave nothing in common with that assiduous batred which
comsmism manifests tovard all the institutions of tha past, Its
Annsr creatiwe principle is particularly conatructiwe. uheress the
oomumists work with all their strength to prepare the destruction
of ﬂu o) world, their bitterness going so 1_':1' as to mais them wil-
1ing to destroy its every vestige in history, the netionalists are
only engaged in a family dispube with this world, The nationalists,
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also remariing the existing disorder under bourgeois lsadership, do
not have the intentdon of exploiting it as the communists do, but,
rather, intend putting an end to it through a new social synthesis.

Cosssnisn represonta the negative achievements of the bourgeois
and eapiumt gociety. Natiomalism inclines toward a positiwe solu-
tion of contemporary difficulties. It detaches itself from the bour-
mhmdoapit-al}.at sochtvinordurtonn_ilmdyfor its faults,
__therety glving 1t -« new creative impulss. To this end it incorporates
that part of the hational organimm which is sound, that pert which
bzs not yet beon raweged bty the ferment of disintegration. The seffort
of the nationslist movemsats is oriented toward the conwversion of the
bourgeoisis into a new socisl form which conserves ite real social
m,m«mm&umédinppw. A society of
a capitalist type can no longer ¢o on existing, even ahould it escape
the rewlutionary explosion of commmisa. It 4s threatensd by another
death, that caused Yy the slow acomulation ¢f evil. The mercantile
and snarchic, individualism which created the glory of that socisty,
wvhich once represented its faotor of progress, has now becoms ite
principal agent of destruction. One can no longer base his existence
on that concept, for life itself surpassed it and eliminated it from
ﬁun@nmh. The sudden appearance of tbe "extrexism of the
right* is not a pure acoident. The sane or heslthy forces of Europe
mmmmtowmmhmhlmupihmtw.
of democrecies prove themsslves too weak to confront the sttacks of
bolshevise with an efficient resistance,

To what extent can mationalism assums the bourgeois heritage?
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For what reason does the attituds of the nationalist movements toward

the inatitutions of the past differ from that of bolshevism?

Thia can be explained by the fact that the bourgeoisie and
vaticoalim belong to the same type of civilisation., Kationalism
oould not wish for the o}d world to disappear entirely, for it re-
gards iteelf as the contimuator of that world. MNationalism knows how
to distinguish the faulta of the bourgeois and capitalist socisty,
whioch it hates and opposes ummexrcifully, {rom its permanent content
which surpasses in interest and in value its historical focwula.

Bourgeois socdety came into being through a rewlution; but
1¢ vas & rewlutden which kept the pillars of European oivilisation
intact. In the sams way, if the natdonalist rewlution had met with
a complate vistory, it would have developsd itself in the midst of a
better grouping of the sooial forces and would not have affected the
constitutive elements of that civilisation, ihe transition from the
bourgeoisis to naticnalism would not have msant estrangement from the
eniritusd patrimony of Europs, but anly its reconstitution in spother
form. The transition would have taken place uithin the same culture
and vithin the same social group. The Wy in which the inmowating
sction would baw ococurred, the mechanism inwlved, quiet changss &
sewilutisnary shocks, all this would have besn a question related te
the particularitiss of each poopls and not essential to the basis of
the problem. What 4s important to know is that the ddwergencies
whisch exist between liberal damcoracy and nationalism are of an acei-
mlmm;m;.Mtbﬁwthmumcwhnhud
to their similar substructure, The reaction of nationalims is the
reaction of the archetyps of European culture against forms which no
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longer relate to ita development. It is a phenomenon of growth and

the realisation of the same spiritusl efflorescence as took place

during the middle ages.

Ts bourgeoisie, used in its nineteeanth century sense, cannot
survive. This a;u not mean that it 1s in irremediable opposition
with the new social order. A multitude of antiquated tendenciss
marged themselves in the bourgeois and capitalist sociaty. The true
history of the bourgsoisis does not start with the nineteenth centwry,
tat two thousand years esrlier, By passing into the naticnalist
phass, bourgeoisis only brings on the plunge into the prospects of &
aillenial organism, It is not vanquished, tut a continuatar. It
would be wnguished for certain if it did not transmit eny of its
bistorical substance to the future generaticns, This disaster would
oe?mronl;i!itpcr‘.thditulftob‘abmb‘dwm'ddllnn
of commmisa. The victary of commmism would not only result in ths
tronafer of the political center of gravity to that socisl class
uhich is actually in distress, as the doctrinaires affirm it, but
also the subastitution of one type of civilisation for another. Come
e is alien to Furope, alien also to the succession of events
which detemined the ppearance of the bourgeoisis.

The conflict between the past and the future should hawe been
solwd according to the rules which went into effect at the time
feudal socisly disappesrsd «~ a dissppearance succeedsd by rebirth.
Wy was thia experience not followed up? For what reason did bour-
geoiais prefer an alliance with bolshevism, a movement with which she
hed peither comson or!zi.n:\nor creative affinity? All this constis
tutds one of the strangest events in history.
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- In what follows we are going to try to throw some light upon
the errors committed ty the nationalist movements in their relations
with the democratic powers, We are going to atiempt to estallish
thair sbare of the responsibility for the Ewropean disaster.

The erzors in the conduct of nationalimm cannot be. discovered
unless onm pomomagemnlv&cvof'tbc natdonelist phenomenon.
One eannot Jjudge the nationalist movemsnts according to wiet the
democraciss or communism think about them, but only by taking their
° real ains into account. In order to approach the qusstion of reapon-
siddlitiss, one must proceed first toward a "restitutio in integrum®
of the nationalist phencmencn, toward a reconsiitutdon of thit mowes
ment in its initisal sspect. This operation of delimiiation is neges-
'mym.otmurfmmmmwmwm
it owse its birth and its histarical ashiovements are sometimes quite

m‘.c

" Wbt we bave said about the naticoalist movesent up %o now
doss not affect this question. We have established its historical
Justifisations and the contacts which it has mainteined with dewoo-
cy and with comumisn, but we have revealsd slmost nothing about
ite stiuctare, By taking the word "naticcal® as's starting point,
we will T1id the genssis sud mesning of nationalism. “Haticnal® and
mwnnu- Tepresent two differeat stages in the life of a naton
o= two differsnt pariods in its life — one directed particulardy
memm toward tie. "epos®, tha other toward the
Snm'ml world, toward the "ethos", The'term "mational® contains in
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iteelf the movements of political unification of the European
peoplss, their grouping in independent states. These movements,
gemarulized after the French Revolution, ended, in the majority of
cases, at the beglming of the twontieth centiry. Nationalism pre-
supposes this stage as alrsady achieved. It appears ouly when the
ethnical borders of peoples have already bean established. With
mationalism there begins the period of organisation of the very
depths of a metion, the psriod when its spiritual content is being
axplored, The nation abandons the erz of axternal conquests and
mdn_up on itsell, The tem "nationsl" represents the pimss of
geographical delimitation of the nations, the period of fixation of
sovswidgaty over a detarmined ten'ito_ry.'n has an extensive sense.
"Natisoaliem® transfigures "natioual®. It exgresses ite virtualities,
its profound creative enerpgies, The term "national” represents the
tarritorial mobilisation of & peoplaj the tem "Aaticnalism® takes
this acquisition as & point of departure and undertakes the spiritual
mobdlisation of the pecpls.

There exists between thoss two terms a difference of perspece
tive in the hierarchy of waluas, The nation "natiomalises® iteelf
mm #i%1, 10 Jeaves its materisl 1ife; it iterests itesdf in
its spiritual destiry. In the "natienal" phase, history expands
beyond the natural necessities of the psoples and crestes unnecessary
supsraturctures which impede their destinies and consuma the greatest
part of their creative energies, In ths "nationalist® phase, the
principal precocupation of the pecplss becomss culture, the contempla=
tion «f the internal world. History then serves mainly a&s a protec~
tiw wll, Political sctivity does not ceass. The peoplo continus to
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interect themselves in the Stale, 1n the way public affairs function,
but in the discover; of the splenders of life they find a sort of
Lminity againat aggressive attituies., The teal manifested in that
direotion is limited by the nscessity of defending the freedom of
expression of the national genius, Nationalism bas nothing to do
with imperialiss and chauvinism, specific forms of the manifestatlons
of the "national®, which, in the history of the European peoples,
accompaenied the bourgeois period.

From ®natiooal? to "flationalism® there 1s the sams dlstance as
between & shapeless block of marble and the eame block aftar it has
besn ogrwed ty the hand of the sculptor. Centuries are uscessary for
lwphﬁuamwmiuprmliW-

A peopls shich has attained the height of the "natdonal" phase,
uhdch is at the ssturstion point of all its territorial pretensions,
1s throstensd by the most violent crisis of its bhistory «- Ly the
orixmis inhering in & lack of ideal. Thbe sspirationa which till then
bad stimulated it are suddenly antiquated and 0o new vision enlarges

" {te horison. At that point of spiritual weskness, when peoples are

stifled under the weight of the past, the creative pawer of Wationsl-
ism intervecos.. It directs the eusrgiss of the peoplss toward super-
hra!-umumanuiml'botomm'

On the level of internat'  ‘aticns Wationslim favars
underetanding between peoples I d of *national® history 1s
dominated bty mutwal suspicions, .. .,otual conflicts prowked by
the thirst for territorial conqueats. In the naticmalist peried the
peoples intersst themselves more and morw in their imard 1ife, feel
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themselves more attracted by the fearlessuess of the spirit. Then
the old hostilities weaken. Their reconcilistion is no longer the
result of efforts which were often unfruitful, tut the natural
schisvement of their way of life. A peopls uhich has discovered its
.ou]&cm only be filled with respect toward the other peoples, who,
like thom, are a unique appearance in history, an entirely different
universe, representing an intransmissible creative genius, the de~
struction of which would be equivalent to an ocutrege sgainat humanity.
Ithon]ylvchwﬁbmto this oonception that a group can boeome

a messenger of peace and fraternity among other peoples.

A nation cannot refins its customs with its resources alons.
Whatever the cCesire of the peoples to direst their destiny in an
honest way, if they do not invoke tha aid of the religious sentimsat,
they will never be able to master their baser inatincts. HNationalimm
tends t0 disoipline nations with ths aid of transcendental reslitiaes.
The natiomalist spirituality is insepersble from the ultimate wyste-
ries of our existence as they were revealad to mem in the Gospele
MhmmMvathhmtatﬂbuhqanu

trathe,

One must not forget that the Lateran Agreement, which put an
end to the conflict between the Italian State and the Vatican was a
result of a naticnalist movement, that the Spanish phalangism hed its
bagis in Catholisism, that the legionary Rumanian Qovemment seat its
best representatiwe to Spain for the defense of the Cross. Even
fational §ocialism, the evolutdon of which tends toward & nebulous
pantheism, does not hesitats in its begimnings to speak of Christiane
‘-wg In gensral, all tha nationnlist movements, more or less consciouy
of this faot, have borrowed something from the myetic and from the
rewlutionary flavor of Christisnity.
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CHAPIER III
THE EREORS OF NATIGHALISM

Kow that wo have examined the content and the characteristic
traits of the Mationalist concept, lst us return to the study of
Nationalies as & historical event.

The greatest error of the nationalist movasents was to act
before baving fully elaborated their ideological basis, What does
the new phenomenon represent and what is ite historiocal mission?
Its deepist meaning was never revealsad to the publis, whereas this
was done in the case of the Fremch Rewlution, which had precursors
of such genius as loclke, Montesquieu and Rousseaul. The natiomaliat
mvements have had to struggle not only against their enemiss, but
8100 against their own insufficiencies. And if their leaders bave
had to suffer so many resounding defeats, it is because they failad
to seek the ultimate goals of Natdonalism. They wanted to contain
in t00 parrow and t0o rigid a freme reslities which were much too
vast and too complex. Their political programs were subjoct te
troublesoms influences because thay became an undigested mixture of
origiml ideas and imitations, instead of being & unique expression
of independent thought. Carrisd swsy by diverse tendancies (at
tinss even contradiotary), misunderstanding the new European spirit,
they ended by definitely losing the initiative to their adwersaries,

The defeat suffered by the nationalists was caused, to a cere
tain extant, by & luck of clearness in their ideology. The absurd

coalition betwsen democrecy and. bolsheviem was ite gravest consequence.

Naturally, all the nationalist movements are not equally responsible.




BEST AVAILABLE GOPY

It was chiefly the great nationalist movements which, through their
political and military strength, could have been answerabls for
Burope. We mean fascism and national socizligm. Even within this
restricted circls, a further line of demarcatdon is necessary. From
1936 on, national socislism surpasses fascism in combative force, as
4n political ascent., It is equally just, therefore, that the center
of responaibility transfer itself from South to North of the Rome-
Berlin Axis.

A3 goon as these two movemente appoared, they declared them=
sslwes the irreducible adversaries of bolshevism, snd the leitmotdf
of thair propaganda wms to denounce the peril coming from the East,
Conscious of balonging to the Western world, they addressed them-
ocl‘lltouiotitceonbnunfomuinordertomtclown
front againgt the commnn danger, This attitude could not do other-
viss than to attract the aympatly of the democratic ruling circles.
In any ocase, even if certain ienaions betwwen them wereinevitable,
it would never have lad to World War IX if other factors had wot
interwned, The ml daifficulties began only when Italy and Cermany
abandonsd the antitolshevik struggle and manifested ideas of revenge
and territorial conqusst. Let us remember the indulgence which the
Western allies manifested toward these nationnlist movements during
the years necessary for the consolidation of their powe:.

One who closely examines the foreign policy of Great Britain
will not Jail to recognise tho gonsiderable concessions which were
nade to Germany for the purpose of conserving her as an essential
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part of the famous European balance. Unfortunately, after having
benefited from this conciliatory attitude, the national socialists
forgot that England had contributed to their success. Hitler, ine
stead of understanding the price of the concessions which vere made

to him &8 head of sn anticommnist power in Eurcpe, lost all sense

of limits and gravitated toward a policy of force, Through his rash
actions he then furnished decisive arguments to those who were preach-
ing for a war againest Germany, and all the effarts of those who still
belisved that a reconciliation between the nationalist states could
be obtained remained in wain.

The long period of fascist government profited in tha same
way from a climate proper for its dewelopmsnt. without the consent
of England it 13 oot very probable that Mussolini could have remained
in power for long, alone in the midst of an unfrisndly world. The
bolshevik threat imposed on the democratic powers the obligatioen of
bandling these new political forves with tact &3 long as principal
aims of those farces did not exceed the limdt of their European ine

terests.

The increasing suspicion with which these same powers eyed
the mationalist states later, was caused by the changes which occurred
in the external policy of the latter. Tempted Wy the artificial ad-
wntages of an imperialistic nationalism the nationalist states
threatened the Peace of Europe by timeworn claims. The heads of the
mtionalist states did not understand the difference between "national®
and "pationalisn®, and adopted an obsolete ideological stand in fore
eign policy. *Nationelist" as they were, they called for the ™nation-
al", a political conception which was part.i.cﬁhrly bourgeois and cap-
itelist,
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Prom the stxategic point or view, this divergent policy of the

axis powers created an untenable gituation, caused an unnecessary and
dangerous disunity smong the forces at their dispogal. A.nrusade
against bolshevim (under protense of which Hitler wished to present
his Russian campaign to the world) presupposed the removal of all
European difficulties and then the enthusiastic participation of the
majority of the peoples of owr continent. But where could this giant
eaterprise have obtained the necesasary atimulus, what internal
springs could have motiwmted this formidable coalition which was to
destroy Moscow, when the supreme head of this ccalition himself tramp-
led the liberty and life of other peoples under his fest? With the
axception of Rusgis!s neighbor states, the Ruropean peoples abandonad
the idea of putting up & common front against bolshevism because
Hitler himself was the first to give the signal of defection.

The result of this absurd association of aims was that the war
anded as a disaster for both thsaters of operation. GCermany — an
empire covering all of Furope -- and Jtaly = a great maritime power,
master of the lmy positions of the Mediterranean -~ were annihilated.
On the other hand, bolshevism became more powerful and mxr'e dangerous
than it had been on the eve of the war,

Wo must, out of respect to truth, make a distinction between
the attitude of Italy and that of Germany. Mussolini, it is true,
nursed dreams of imperial grandeurs but he was wo much of a realist
not to realise that one lifetime would not be enough, His Cassar-
1ike attituds was caused particularly by his desire to seoure a place
in history for the Italian peopls, &nd this renewal of national energy
did net seem possibls to him without reviving the glorious past of
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of the Roman lsgions. Musgolini only elaborated an imperialist
vision, the achisvement of which required centuries and genarations,
For the other mart of his reign, he hed no other aim than that of
assuring his couniry a position of first rank in the concert of Euro-
poan peoples, and to give her possibilitiss for colonisation., Une
can consider fasoint expansion as ended with the Ethiopian campaign.
The pretenaions which Italy raised in 1938 ware not barn from ihe
same inspiration. They were caused by the fascination which the
Qerman victaries had for the Duce. A powerful jealousy urged Musso-
1ini to claim his share of the national socialist booty.

Bitler had an entirely differont political vision. He thought
hinself predestined to solve once and for all the problem of vital
spaoce for Qersamy, In his view, Germany should sxpsnd to tho extreme
ﬁuhdmwnunmt,wtmmmdmpmmm
over the whols world. If the imperialistic formula of Mussolini was
destinad to serve as an elment of stimulation for Itelian history,
the Oerman empiro imagined bty Hitler was to attain a definitiwe foram
during the very life of the dictator. In the mind of Hitler, the
vital necessities of other peoples were of intarest so long as they
could serve his plans of world domination. He did not content hime
self with a prepondsrant influence on the part of the Germeny within
the frume of the Turopean commmity, with a "Fuhrung” (leadership)
which, to0 a certain extent, wuld not have been abnormal; but he
aspired also to the "Herrschaft" {domination}, to the total sutmission

of other peoplss W Qermany.

vwhen, after having eigned the trsaty of Munich, Hitler occupied
Csechoslovakia, he at the same time took away from natdonal socialism
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the prestige of being e great historical revelation. Till that time
the political acts of Germany bad not caused any suspicion in the
nationalist world, being justified by ila need of the German peopls
for unity., Upon the occasion of the Anschluss, Corneliu Codreanu,
head of the Rumanian lLegionary Movement, sent a telegram in which he
paid his respects to Hitler, celetwating the triumph of truth in
Austria. Coareanu was no longer living in 1939, and therefore could
not be witness to the pact-of vonagression between Hitler and the
Sovigts, nor could he seo “the Armiss of ths Cross and of Christimn-
1ty (it was in these berns tiat he spoke of the Bome-Berlin axis)
extend their hands to the ammies of evil intentlons, so as to jJoin
forces in crusbing the small peoples of the East. when Cornelin
Codreanu declared himself a supporter of the Axis (which he beliewed
was at the service of the Europesn and Christian cause) he placed in
that sdherence all the ardor of his idealism and all the purity of
his sentiments. He judged the nationalist manifestations in relation
to their intrinsic truth and could nsver have conceived the fact that
the protagonists of the new Europe might ono day separate themsclves
from the fundamental truths of their doctrine.

In the realm of ideas Hitlsr gave proaf of the seme uncoapro-
mising spirit, The difference betaesn Hitler and Mussolini in this
respect 45 even more striking. The "Duce” of Fascism pursusd only
the spiritual preeminence of his doctrine, & recognition from the
other movemsnts of the path which he had chosen in history. It is
his merit to have perceived early the political and apiritusl unrest
of the European peoples, and of having been able to give it & form

of expression.
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He tliought also of the necessity for a systematlc contact
among the nationalist movements. T0 further this aim, he patronised
the estatlishment of "Committees of Action for the Universility-of
Rome", which began their activities under the mest favorsble auspices.
The principal purpose of these committees, in spite of the fact that
their somewhat theatrical names seemed to suggest othar interpreta-
tions, was to establish intimats bonds of frisndship with the other
oationalist movements, to distinguish the general constituents of ths
phenomsnon from the particularitisca of its ainy manifegtations.
Fascism did not come to impose its principlss on docile delsgates;
the disoussion took place among equal partners and in an atmosphere
of freedow. The final protocol of the works achiswed represeated the
opinions of the mamjority. This enabled the delegates to know each
othar, to exchange experiences, and to coordinate their doctrine and
their means of action, It was Ion Motsa who, in December 193k, rop-
ressnted the Legionary Movement at the amual mosting of the Commit-
tess of Action. The meeting took place in Montreux and obtained
apmeciable results, Ion Motza wvas deeply impressed by the fact that
the German Mational Socialists had not appearsd at the congress, and
insisted that offorts should be made to assure their participation at
the next meeting of the Committees.

Unfortunately, the Comittess were not t0 meet again, Ome of
the most fruitful activities initiated by Museolinl, which, if it had
been allowed to davelop, might have exercised good influsnce on all
the natlionalist movement, was then sacrificed to the interests of the
external policy. These direct contacts snnoyed the heads of the
nationalist eocislist movements, and Mussolini, in order not to dis-
please his new allles, abandoned the comuittees — to the great
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stupsfaction of those who had contributed and appreciated the agtivw
ity. The sbandorment of this idea was rot only a grave political
error, but also an essential moment in the destiny of these movements,
a fateful error. The supmression of the Commitiees interrupted the
asoending evolution of these nationalist movements by arresting the
spiritual efferwescence which had accompanied their meetings and which
is essentisl to the life of a new idea.

Sational fpcdaliom assumed an atiltuds of indifference toward
the Roman initistive because its doctrine lacked too much of undver-
sality to barwonise vith other movements. The Mational Socislist
doctrine laelsd that generosity which opens the hearts of peoples
toward a political ides. The fitlerian ideology means the complete
trivaph of the "national" to the detrimunt of "Nationalism®j the
interest in Germany alone absarbs all the doctrine and talms the fom
of & myth. Even the recizl idea was oot cultivated for its instrin-
sio wlune; but to contribute to the domination of the world by the
Reich. Hitler hated Willlam IT and presented him in the eyes of the
Oerman people as a poor example of a leader. But in reality he only
reproduced him in greater proportions.

Making his appearance in a nationalist period, Hitler atood
aloof from its atmosphere. He used the frame of nationalism, but he
distorted its origin and meaning. Rather inclined toward the past,
Hitler, without discerning what was false and what was true in the
history of Germany, what out of the tulk of events was in accordance
with the new European spirit, made Georman »nuonalim out of all this
beritage. This would hawe been of no importance if the Fuhrer had
bean the head of a small country with limited possibilities of actlon.
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In that case, he would have become noted for his chauvinism, Unfor-
tunately, the one who disposed of the gresatest military and poliidcal
force among the heads of nationalist states, was also the one who
understood the least the basis of Nationalisn. His errors did not
affect only a singls country) thay caused the ruin of our whole con=
tinent. Even more considarable than the political defeat of Europe —-
for, apart from Soviet Russiz, no State came out of World war 1I as

a victorious power - was the failure of the new historical synthesis
toward which it was inclined. ‘

Kationel $ocialiam was, of 21l nationalist ideclogies, the
lesst accessible to other pooples. And, although it willingly aban-
doned the idea of a European collaboration, it neverthelsss atiempted
to model all other movements in its own image. How was this possible?

The egocentric position of Mational Socialism deprived it of
the hope of ever being welcomed in Europe. A conception which re-
mained so exvlusive could not in fact be accepted as the spiritual
image of the new Burvpe. At that point there remained only the mos-
aianis idea of & people elected by Providence to achisve the highest
4deals of humanity. Rendered powerful by their military success, the
Germans doclare themselves the sole lsaders of the destiny of Europe
and regard the other moverents with an attitude of indifference. To
the jational Socialists, the nov European conscisnce is no longer
forged by the common assets of all the Nationalist movements of
Furops, but is delegated to them alone as representatives of the most
wliant of peoples.

The leaders of the Third Reich only saw in the jationalist
movements botharsome companions of whom they would readily have freed
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themselves if necessities of a tactical nature had not resirained
them from doing so. This conviction was 5o clear that they did not
even try to hide it until the day of finzl victory. Even when the
rigk of war had became apparent, they devoted themgelved to malking
plans to bring the nationalist movements under their subjection. Wwe
do not know the details of this plan. It was never revealed. But a
multitude of ections started by those who are accountable for the

Third Reich confirm it:

1. The fate of the nationalist movements never intareated the
sxbernal policy of the Third Reich. The national socialists pursusd
their aimn vithout ever concerning themselves with knowing if, under
their blows, & naticnalist movement would not be entirely destroyed,
and ‘T thess would not affect the very idea of Ewopean solidarity.
Bew could the netionalist movements of Yugoslavia, Poland and Csecho-
slowakia xmeintain their populariiy when the force which polarised the
rebirth of hope in Burope was preaccupied exclusively with territorial
conquests, and had no respect for the rights of other nations? When
the national socialist diplomecy was asked to explain the curious
friandahip of which 1t gave proof toward the nationalist movements,
i% would present the excuse of tactical necessity. Finally, the lack
of good will on the part of the Cerman government no longer deceived
anyone. The fear of contracting comuitments which would prows too
inconvenient to fulfill on the day of victory induced the Germans to
employ trickery in dealing with the nationalist movements, It was
only at the moment when thelr whole political system collapsed that
the Oemnu called upon the nationalists to save & hopelsss situation,
The example of Hungary, of Rumania, of the Vlassov army and of the
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Ukrainian units, which were permiitted to appcar only or the eve of

defeat, is evideat proof of this fact.

2. National soclalism did not favor the creation of a spirit
of cooperation among the nationalist movements., Not only did it not
fawyr in any way the interrelstion of nationalist groups, tut it ws
also suspicious of rising friendships. The nationalist movements werse
vaiting for a watchword, for a signal from somewhere. But Mussolini,
who was the only chief of state capable of anewering their appeal and
of imposing on the national socialist lasders a more ressonabls pole

18y, did not move.

3. After her territorial conquests, Germany demonstrated her
adm of absorbing on the ideological level the countries which ehe had
occupied or which had become subject to her influence, The remote

autonomous
aim of Germen policy was to substitute The/nationalist movements with
that of the national socialist,

Le The nationalist movements which were too independent,
vhich rebelled against being reduced to bondsge, wers prevented from
developing too rapidly. As soon as & nationalist movement found ite
self in difficulty, the leadsrs of the Third Reich profited ky the
oocasicn to take away its liberty. Jean Tuka, former President of
the Council of the Slowak Republic and successor of Bishop Hlinks as
head of the Slovak National Quards, bitterly admitted to us the lack
of consideration which the nmational socialist diplomacy manifested
toward the new Slovak State, created in 1939, after the diasolution
of Csachoslovakia. The Slovak nationalist movements, which for years
Pad been struggling for the liberation 5¢ the slovak pecple, were




forced to abandon thelr initial positions and to pariicipate in a

hytric ¢overnment. The man who received the order from the Reich to
orush the movement of the Slovak Natdonalists was the saron Manfred
von ¥Xillinger, a person who was later emtrusted by Ribbentrop with a
similar task in Bucharest., The coup d'etat of Antonescu, who, in
January 1941, overthrew the national leglonary cabinet, was carried
out with the ald of (Jerman troops stationed at the time on Rumenian
8011, and ooincided with the arriwal of a new Geman plenipotentiary
in Rumania.

By permitting nationsl socialism to be uswmrped Ly the false
images of the past, Hitler deprived the Gorman people of a great
historical moment. Mational socialism in itself is not the creation
of Hitler, but corresponds to the state of mind of ail the German
peopls, who, like other peoplcs aof Europe, ware atiracted ty nation-
alism, Through nationsl socialism, the Gorman peopls participeied
in a movement of universal charactera it.e glory would hawe been to
asoist 4in this great rewolutionary movemsnt by contributing ite
imaenge potential. Hitler preferred to avenge the injustices of the
treaty of Versailles, and through this hiilhelmian imperialist concep~
tion mede Oerman histoary move back a hundred years into the past.
This doss not mean that the territorial problems should have been
elixinated from his policy, but only that they should have been solwed
without endengering the whols concept of nationalism.

During Hitlerts last year one could observe among the important
personalities of the party a tendency toward making national socialimm
ailder. In January 1945, the promoter of this new conception, Pro-
fossor Doctor $ix, head of the cultural section of the Ministry of
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Foreign Affairs, organized in deimar a congreas of all the natione

alists who sought refuge in Germmeny, with the aim of creating among
then a common basis of understanding. Aiftar ten years of sblivion,
Mussolinits idea was again being considered in Germany, at a time
when it cowld no longer hawe any influance on the destiny of Europe.
Following the example of Professor Six, official delsgate of Germany,
all the spesakers rejacted imperialiem and chauviniam as incompatible
with natdonelism, In ths twilight of the Third Reish one could find
again, after a long period of having besn led astray, the true laws
of nationalism. Opened under the auspices of the universalist
thought of Goetha, the Congress of Waimar represented, in spite of
the defeat which occwrred, a crucial moment in the existence of the
nationalist movements and a new point of departure for t.hoir future.

Anothar error which was comaitted by European nationalism
vas 0 allov itself to be seduced by the formula of & single party.
In spite of appesrances and in spite of the theories to which
mationalism 1s dewoted, the single party does not constitute its
essence, It wvas the general spread of this error from the great
movements to ths small which croated the impression that the tech~
niques of gonnivant and of nationalism were identical,

Totalitarianism was introduoed in history for the first time
by the bolsheviks. They are the creators of the singls party. Their
doctrine is so destitute of humanism that it can affirm {ta position
in the state only by the confiscation of power for the benafit of &
singls party and tixough the exercise of tarror. A minority without
soruples selses powor, and once it is in possession of it, suppresses
the sovereignty of the people, has everyone who atteapts to resist
ite l‘bulea assassinated or imprisoned.
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Does pationalism need to have recourse to such procedures?

Is it so contrary to the souls of people that it would find itself

obliged to set up a police state? Nationaliem is not in conflict

with the popular consclence. The ideas which it professes sre not

contrary to the supreme interests of the nation. Why then should 1t

attempt to evads the trial by election which is the expression of

pational will? Nationalism cannot avoid this dilesma: eithar it is

the quintessence of a netion and so does not have to fear the popu=

lar verdict, or it chooses force and recognises implicitly that it

is far from the aspirations of the people.

The nationalists must admit that they permitted themsslves to

becoms fascimated by the vision of eternal power, and that they suc-

curbed to a temptation a propos of a world of hatred and negation.

It 48 trus that tlrough the voice of democratic liberties the pro-

gress of truth is slower. But are not truths which are acquired in

the midst of difficulties more lasting? The principal preocoupation

of nationalism must be the education of the masses and not the con-

quast of power., If ever the responsibility of govermment must de-

volve on its representatives, it must be only through the means of

wiversal suffrage. And if other political groups which are more

active and even more conscious of public welfare should mansge to

asserd themsslves and to obtain the votes of the nation, the nation-
alist parties would then have to yisld them the place in govermmant
with loyslty. (The position of the leglonary movemsnt toward democ-

Tacy will be explained in another work,)

The obligation of having to consult the peoples does not ex-

clude the fact that a nationalist movement comes to power tbbugh

direct action, While the political activity of a nationalist party

- L7 -




BEST AVAILABLE COPY

must generally bear the stamp of legality and avoid the use of
violence, there are exceptional circuustances which absolve it from
such commitments and Jjustify the conquest of the state through
atmormal means. The march on Rome in 1922 was brought about by the
apathy of the Italian State, by its total lack of strength to answer
ths attacks of the social-communist left. If Mussolini had hesi~
tated for a moment, a dictatorship eimilar to the Sovist dictatorship
would have been instilled in Italy. Democracy could no longer have
existed even Af Mussolini Lad mot talen its placs. It was, therefors,
in a moment of widespread unrest that he attempted his coup d'etat.
The machinery of state for the transmission of public powere had been
ologged by turmoil and the nation, being delivered to the forces of
anarchy, appealed to his decisiwe apirit. No one could hawve offered
hin a better, more valid, more legitimats command than the nation
4teelf, MNussolini abused the call to power which he had received
from the nation only when he prolonged furtber than was necessary an
emergency bty becoming the tyrant of the order which he had restored.

The situation ia Spain was entirely different. In that coun-
try, the monarchy broke down under the blows of the republicans. The
regime which succeeded it transformed itself into an anarcho-comsuaist
goverment and, at the worst hour of this nationsl catastropbse, s
oroip of patriots, recruited from among the officers and members of
the Fhalangist Movenent, reestablished order after a grueling civil
ware. The fact that Generalissimo Franco becams the lesder of the
Spanigh State is a natural consequence of the risks and mpéuihil-
ities which be assumed when all the other national forces, monarchy,
nobllity, bourgeoisis, mxierate socialists, had capitulated. Could
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the Franco regime retire and laave the powar in the hands of a
monarchical-democratic faction by openly consulting the popular will?
The intermal situation of Spain, which is closely related to what is
actually happening on the world-wide level could not permit such a
solution, at least not immediately. To revert suddenly to the past
would be to return to chaos. Fed as they are by ths agents of inter~
national communism, the 0ld batreds await only onc moment of weakness
in the actual authority. There is 5o reason why the old political
groups, which made such a pitiful swrrender in 1936, should declars
theaselves more worthy of leadership tomorrow. Apart from the com-
nuniste, there is no one who could replace Franco, no political group
capable of assuring a desocrutic succession which would survive under
the existing conditions.

Due to the fact that certain theoriss have made violsnce the
prime charscteristic of nationalimn, a series of political experi-
enoes which have nothing to do with it haw been attributed to the
latter. Thus, all the regimes which, aftar 1922, used force to came
to power were qualified as "fascist®. "Fasoima® had become a sort
of political vogue in Europe. Marshall Pilsudski in Poland, Primo
de Rivera in Spain, Oliwira Salasar in Portugal, the Chancellor
Dolfuss and Schusenig: in Austria, and several crovned besds, King
Alszandar of Yugoslavia, King Boris in Bulgaris and King Carol in
Rumania, interpretsd and adapted to their situation the tactics and
the methods of government of Mussolini, World public opinion, mo
longer interested in the substance of the phenomenon, remembered
only ita appecrances and classifiad all these regimes under the
label of fascism, even when they bad been created for the wvery pur-
pose of crushing ths true nationalist movemeats.




BEST AVAILABLE COPY

After baving analyzed the successes and failures of thase
regimes, which are also based on differcnt factors, what are the
reasons which prevent us from considering them as naticnalist move-

mants?

Let us try to outline their fundamental characteristics.
These regimes all imposed themselves through an act or force planned
from top to bottom by a coup dletat of the staie, if one can say,
witbout the participation of the nation and often in opposition to
it. ¥No popular trends, no mass wovemeuts prepared the way for thelr
rise to power. Only certain reactions, certain dissatisfactions
among the ruiing classes were the decisive factars of their victory.
A mationalist rewvolution, on the conirary, is never a plot formsd
bty official circles. It is the expression of prei und transforma-~
tions undergone by the whole of the national organism, It is alweys
manifested from top to the bottom, from the nation to the state.
The conquest of power is made on a large front with the participa-
tion of the popular masses.

The above-meutioned regimes were authoritarian regimes. They
emphasised the Anthorny%.?omiw powar of the state., They are not
based on the popular will but on the state, on its capacity to
throttle the free will of its citisens. Their political support is
nrisd: the ammy, & group of politicians, a group of bankers, the
monarchy, the nobility of the country, the prestige of a great mili-
tary lsader, or a combination of all tbese. But, whatever their
composition, whatever their internal politicsal sapect, the results
are the same. The state finds iteelf in conflict with the nation,
and the durstion of the regime dspends on tho amount of pressure
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axnrted on the citirens.

These regimss are not the uniqus appearances of our period,
They are to be found in antiquity, in the period of the Renaiasance.
The *Prince® by Machiavell raeflects these movments. Thay always
tals the distinctive quality of & personal adventure: a wan makes
his bid for fortuns while the state is passing through a momemnt of
orisis. That is why we can also call these regimes “dictatorshipa"”,
and they are the only cnes who rexlly deserve to be called uy that

The auuhoritarian rezines bave no ideology. Thbat is what
constitutes their weskness. However, this does ot mean that they
haw no mjor goals or that ibey are mot supported by any faith, for
thay are at times backed bty a powerful fanaticism. The heads of
thess regimes belisve that a powerful impulss originating in the cen-
ter and moving cutsard is sufficient to cure the nation of all its
evils, They think tiat & strong man, the man who knows how to com~
mand, cam accomplish miracles. Whethar the country as a vhole re-
lwﬂd{ordcunotmpundtouukmmn,mtharormttu
creative povers join in the effort, is not a consideration to deter
them from oontimiing the experiment,

After baving taken power in the name of frwedom, the natiomal-
ist revolutions fell into the error of suthoritarianism and denied
free play to the two constitutive elaments of the state. Neverthsless
thess authoritarian nationalist regimes were superior to just plain
authoritarian regimes, for the authority that bad besn delegated to
them cans from an impartent fraction of the nation. A oationslist
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regime is, in effect, alweys supported by a party which is animaved
by an idoal, whareas ihe dictatorships disguise themselwes in the

abstractions of the state.

In order to remedy their weakness, the authoritarian regimes
create organisms which keep them in artificial contact with the
masses: parties, youth organirations, social services, corporatioas,
ponetimes even parlisments. It is through whe externsl similarity
of their systoms that the modern dictatorships have been confused w
with fagcisma. The differences are nevertheless very clear. Ou he
one side, the state creatss the party, on the other, the party
creates the state. A dictatorisl party, if one can call it that,
does not coms into being at the nmoment the dictator appears, but is
established later, as an ulterior and sexondary product of the re=
gime. The power of an authoritarian regime, therefore, does not
coms from the party, but from the repressive meesures of the state.
Morsover, when the rogime breaks down, the politicel organization
which was established under its protection., disappears with it.

Once adnitted as a constitutive prineipls of the stats, the
single party imposes an identical pattern of 1life upon all of its
oitizens. The human person becomes a proving-ground for party ex-
perimmnta. A gigantic struggle takes place between the group in
power and the free will of the individual, -

The opposition of individuals is liquidated by two coursesof
astiont on one hand, the active elements of the opposition and all
those who give evidence of dissension in the population are annihie
lated or cut off from the mass of the peoplsj; on the other hand, the
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new genaraiions are subjected to a rigid and uniform oducation. The
education no longer attempts to realive the personality, but attempts
to readjust it to the intellectual standard of the party. It is no
longer a question of favoring the creative potentialities of the in-
dividual, but of inculcating him with the principles which constitute
the basis of the regims.

Fascism and national sociallism were not able to escape the
consequences of totalitatlanism. The concentration camps and coercive
education were the inseparable attributes ot these regimes. Mussolini,
it is true, did not behave like a tyrant toward his adversaries.
Although he was obliged to repress opposition, he managed to do it
with a certgin amount of hwanity. Hitler, on the other hand, applisd
ths concentration camp system with characteristic brutality. The
indignation which he ardéedin the world is justified. But could the
indignation which he caused be greater than that deserved by those
vio preceded him on this road? And who furnished the exsmple? The
Judgment of Nuremberg appsare to be without nuxing in history, be-
cause among the members of that international tribunal could be found
the representatives of a power which would have been more at home
aitiing on the bench of the accused. Hitler committed the most rep~
rehensgible actsy but why were those who started this series of mon-
ltmd.tiu, those who mmbered st least five timss more victims than

be did, not equally punished?

If it is once admitted that the nationglist world does not
approve of the existence of concentration camps, one can ask himself
what was the position of tho nationalist movements on the question
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of the education of the masses. Is the latier not necessary to the
constitution of a powerful state? Hothing is wore false, more con-
trary to tho truths of the nationalist doctrine, Natjonalism is a
spiritual revolution. As we have already explained, pationalisa
marks the moment when the nation becames consclous of itself, of its
creative potentialities. In other words, nationallsn 8ppesrs at the
moment when the pesple transfer all their enefgy frug the historical
level to the cultural lsvel, The pioncers of this byight viajon of
nationalian could not be the product of a uniform edqucation. It is
to the spirit of refinement, to the umtydmmmemw
ible wealth of the human beiny that one must &ppesl in order to
achieve these ends, Nationalism wishes to form g Nation of personal-
ities, it seeks to organice the masses individually. It is not the
unifisd combatant who can assure the future of a people, but the
spiritually emancipated individual who, while taking the experience
of others into consideration, follows his own imner path,

Up to now we hawe talked about the two grest errors of
nationalism — inperialism, with its origins in the pourgeols end
capitalist society, and the totaliterian stats, wrrowed from the
bolsheviks. The third error of nationalisa waa to allow itself to
becoms contaminated by materialism, and praised by the Cossminist and
capitalist socletios alike.

It would be san exaggeration to attributs to tasclsm & pro-
nounced materialistic tendency, The Italian soul 1s 00 deeply rooted
in its Catholio traditions to succum completely t0 materislist tempta-
tion, It was with the national socialists that méterislism could take
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a lasting shape. Vhit one can repreach in both tiwse movaments is
the excessive grandeur, the epic majesty they lavished uporn the
material constructions achieved under the auspices of the state. 2
building, a Lridge, a rallroad, an exhibition became occaslons for
collective vanity, as well as pretexts for the proud affirmation of
the nation. (ne could observe therein s kind of obsession with the
desire to immortalize the people in stome, such as the conviction
that tho walue of the latter could be expressed in tons of steel, in
the number of houses that were tuilt, in the quantity of ships pro-
duced in the workshops, cr in the number of inventions patented. Ve
do not want to be misunderstood; happy are the people who are gifted
with technical ability. Their achievenents deserve to be praised.
Absurdity shrt.a' only when one considers what is technical as an end
in iteself. This tremsfer of intercst {rom the inner self to exter-
nalsyfrom the spiritual image of a people to tbe frensled creatdan of
material things, deprives man of all the original elements of his
culture. All the wonders which he might then accomplish in the tech-
nical rsalm could not compensate for the vacuum which that policy
creates in the spiritual realm.

The economic factor ended by occupying a preponderant place
in the thoughts of the fascist and nationmal socislist leaders. These
preocaupations were justified by a real situation. Italy and Germany
lacloed ruw materisls, and were threatened by an endemic unemployment
problem. It was perfectly natural to see the stateamen of those
countries searching for a remedy for the material sufferings of their
nations, The economic factar canmot be eliminated from the lifa 07A
people, nor can it be treated lightly. It is neverthelass inadmis=-
eible that in order to fill the gaps oi its own national economy, a
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country should deprive other countries of thoir means of existence.
By proceeding in such fashion one only meets with conflict and war.
When figures are the only factor which determines ths external pole
icy of a country, it is but ons step from the légit.imata acquistion
aof the goods necessary to the life of a people to economic imperial-

{sm.

Batiomel socialimn did not restrict itself to ths abuse of
technical and ecomomic formulas, it also sought to elaborate a
naterialistic vision of the world., It came to power in opposing the
materialistic vision of history, but in another respect anly repeated
the same errors. Narxism attempts to explain all social transforma-
tions by the changes uwhich occur in the economic structure of society.
Hitler emancipsted man from the tyranny of the economic factor, but
enslaved him to tho highest degree to the blological element by sub~
Jocting hin to the recial theory. The theory held that it is not man
with his internal resources who creates history, btut man as a recial
olament, differentiated by a certain number of physical particulari-
ties, It suffices for an individual to be & member of this sacred
heredity for him to be superior to his lass fortunate fellow-creatures.
Ristory found itself once mre under the influence of a material fac-
tor: blood, the bdological entity, the physical constitution of the
individual, Materialism did not disappeer, it only changed ite form.
In the plece of economic meterialism, which concentrates itself on
work, on production, on the relationshipe between man end nature,
thare appears biological materianlism. Social relations are determined
by the physical characteristics of the individuals,

Did Hitler remain faithful to his raclal ideclogy? The exis-

tence of races canrot be denied. The arror of national socismlimm was
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to consider them as distinct creative forces in history. BHy direc~
ting bis appeal to the Nordic race, Eitler addressed himself to a
group which did not exist, The races supoly only the rew materials
of the peoplss. The same race can entar into the composition of
several pecples, in much the same way that & nation can be conatitu-
ted by several races. The spiritual unity of a people does not
depend on “ts racial purity, as Hitlaer beliswed, but on preserving
its creativity. This is tho reason for which the other Nordic peo-
ples did not consant to sacrifice their national identity for the
benefit of a greater racial community. The Duich, the Norweglans,
the Danes defended themselwes against the German inwaders with the
pame stubbornness as other peoples less qualified than themselves to
understand the myth oi the Hordic race.

Anyhow, Hitler never bssed his acte on a biological principls.
He made use of ths notdon of the race 80 as to give his doctrine co-
barence, but he nsver took into gccount its practical consequences.
A1l his decisions are contradictory to the historical existence of
races and coufirm his belisf in the reality of the peoples. His
fanaticism wvas not fed by racial notions, but by the specific energles
of the Gexman soul. His plans for the future course of the great
German Reich called for depriving the Nordic nations of their histor-
ical individuslity. Only the German poopls was to maintain its
ethnical integrity, so that in the mold of 1ts culture the ancient
unity of the Anglo-Gaxon world might be recreated.
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U S-1hg
CHAPTER IV

THE CONSTRUCTIVE EXPERIENCE OF NATIOUALISK

Having examined the devlations of nationalism, we are going
t attempt to explain that part of its herivago which proved to be
of walue, If nationalism has had itvs faults, ons cannot disregard
or wilfully ignore the values which it created and which henceforth
belong to humanity.

Against all the tendencies of modern soclety toward disintegra-
tion, netionzlism opposes the immenent force of the nation. As soon
as the mational phase of apeople tends to beocome "nationalist®, the
process aof social disintegration s arrested, and the history of a .
peopls talms on a constructive rhyttm. Ae long as the nationalist
movements remainsd faithful to their distinct organization, they suc-
ceaded in solving with elegance and efficiency ths problems which
confronted them. A8 soon as thay appealed to foreign sources for en~

couragement, they were led astray and came t0 ruin.

Who, for sxmmple, would not be able to recognise the decisive
contribution of nationaligm to the solution of the social problem?
In this area filled with contradictions, wbharein the bourgeoisio
definitely bad mede & mess of things, nationalism stepped forward and
found a formula for reconciling the classes of sociaty, at the same
tinme barring the way to commmist agitations, The solutdon advocated
by Marxism is the product of & distorted mind., why should the
achisvement of sooial justice require the destruction of the institue
tions of the past, and even the disappearance of peoples &8s historical
individuals? - One might as well put fire to a hougse in order to re-
pair & door or & window. It is sufficlent to0 reestablish the normal
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functioning of the national organism which presupposes calling back
to order the snarchical and irresponsible individuals, so that by
itself and through its own means, the nation may repeir its affected

tissues.

e great merit of nationalism is to have discovered ths means
for the coexistence of two notions which, sccording to dialectical
Marxism, would be irreconcilable «- the nation and socislism., The
workers do not need to violate the integrity of naticos to improwe
their living conditions. The road to the relization of the workers!
claims does not necessarily require the ruin of the nation., The
boldest social reforms correspond to phases of progress through which
the nation as a whole mwst puss, The more the individucls enjoy a
prosperous situation, the greater their attachment to their country.
They no longer feel like outcasts in the midst of society, but they
enter with full rights in the runks of decent and dignified citisens.
Liberty and equality then become in their eyes consistent notions
and formulas wvhich correspond to tangible realitiss. To lead the
workers froa the periphery toward the center of socisty, to interest
them in the great sims of the nation, to associzte them with the
respongibilities of the state -~ such is the formula of govermment
under nationaliss.

Socialism is & problem which must be solved by the nation,
It does not require a solution on ths internationzl lewsl or the
establisbment of & world state of proletariat. Class hatreds dis-

appear when the national consclence is stringly revealsd to a people.
From thut moment on, what reasons for rewolution could the commmiste
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resent to the working classes? The very aim of their agitation
dissppears if all the social clagsses declare themselves jointly and
ssverally responsible for the destiny of the nation, provided that
the bourgeoisie reaches the point where it wnderstends that the

exploitation of man by man is a sacrilege and a dishonor.

The Germans were the ones who best understood and appliad
nationaldisme The socialist state created by Hitler bad had mo
counterpart in this world, Innomahar country did the working
olasses live in more perfect harmony with the rest of the nution.
They reslly felt that tha‘jconatitutad & major part of the national
community .

Real socialisn does not mean whiter bread and a regime of
greatear comfort and social security. These are the dexived aspects
of the problem, the results which occur once the natian has achizwed
a certain degreo of spiritual cchesion. The Just divisica of goods
and dutles vithin the socisety remains wikthout doubt a questdon of
vital importance, the solution of vhich is very urgent; but the prob-
lexs of socialisn are not exhausted by isprovements on a strictly
material basis. Real socislism begins only with the free circulation
of human wvalues from one social class to another, which is inconceiw-
abls without the total disappearance of projudices of wealth, birth,
ste, vhioh constitute 20 meny obstacles to the development of the in-
dividual, It io essential that the worker lose his inferiority com~
plexss, that he be helped in acquiring the conviciion that his quali-
ties and his efforts suffice to make him the equal of those who
through birth and through social standing are his supericrs. When
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this aunosphere of good will, of just a;areciation of the eflorts of
othors dominates the mentelity ol a people, it is & sign ol the exis~
tence of authentic socizlism. Thu eternel agitation on the quastion
of salariss will not be able to appease this class hatred, for, in
spite of all these material claims, even should they be satisfied
this hatred would remain alive. The real problem consists in the
spiritunl emancipation of the worker, in the restrictdon of tbe psy-
éhologmnl distances which separate one class {rom the other. In
ordsr to accompligh this revolution, ome must consider each citizen

as a creative force of the nation.

Bitlar wvas able to remove the artificial obstaclss imposed on
the relations betwean individuals by birth, by social eircles and Yy
fartune) bhe wes able to ingsulate the national substence against the
inhibdting influences of historical vicissitudes and to assure it
continuity, Mussolini, who socught to achieve the same aims, did not
succeed as well as Hitler in transfomming the class mentality.

Another great viotory of nationalisa was to have accomplished
tbe boldest social reforms without theity denying the advantages of
private initiative. Socialism of Marxist origin adopts in this realn
s solution injurious to the interests of the people; the collectivi-
sation of the mesus of production. If one studies the effects of
collactivization whers it was applied in & sincers and generous way
(4n contrast to the USSR, where the aim of colleotivization is to rob
the peasant, the worker, and the intellsctual of the rruit of his work
mumm,mmymmmmmgarhﬁnnmw
and to reduce him to an endless slavery), one cannot deny real im-
provesent in the standard of living of the popular masses. But, it
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is nonsthsless true that collectivisation can have disturbing con-
sequences, Where collectivization is in effect the natdonal economy
as a whols suffers from the gravest insufficiencies and enters into
a period of decline, for what is won extensively for the well-being
of the popular masses detracts from the intensity of the economic
effort of the whole nation. Collectivism is a clsss solution. Desi-
rous af improving the situation of a part of the populatdon, collec~
tivism ruing other important values of the nation, other factors
which might guarantee its prosperity.

Priwte initiative is ingseperable from the human being. To
depriwe the individual of his economic freedom signifies taking away
from bim one of his essential attributes. As soon as this natural
typs of activity is denied him, bis interest in the economic life
weaksns, He loses his crestive dynamism and scquires a bureaucrsiic
mentality. who capld awakenthe taste for great enterprises in a
being who is constrained to remain all his life in the condition of
& vage-sarner? Who could stimulate bis taste for inveation, who
could maks him bold, ssaiduwous, clear-sighted? The economy of &
people withers sy without the incentive of private initiative.

Through controlled econoxy, nationalism atteapted to find a
remedy for all the faults of economic liberalism, This systam does
not suppress priwmte initiatiwj it nron gives it acothar perspec~
tive by binding it more closely to the whols of the nation. An
oconony devoted exclusively to the masking of profits =~ the classic
type of cspitalist exploitation «= would degenerate into an anarch~
ical exhibition incapable of repressnting even the roal interests of
capital. In the fina) analysis, the social dissatisfactions and
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disorders arising from investment are detrimental to its own sctiwe
ity. It may further be said that cmpital interests must willingly
submit to that govermmant control which really helpe them function,

Controlled economy harmonices the fluctuations of libersl
ecanomy with the productive cycls of the whole nation. It does not
reject private initiative, but it cannot ignore other ecouomic real-
Atdadcinhich bave an aqual right to exist: the claims of the warkers
and the redivision of the material resources oi the nation. These
& ot belong to a genaration, but to a long line of generations. A
sound economic aystem can develop only with the permanent cooperse
tion of thess three factors. The difficulties which arise in the
econoxy of a country are caused by the preponderant rols shich is
granted to one of these factore to the detriment of the others.
These form an inseparable trinity, and it is only when they opurate
in perfeot harmony” that they can assure the material prosperity of a
nation.

This triple conditioning of national economy demands from
sagh country au appropriste economic plan. Economic factors do not
bty any means act as independent functions of a biologicsl organismj
they require the continusl interveution of the human intelligence
0 as to maintein their unity of action. But the establishment or
the existence of a plan does not alimys signify planned economy er
economic controlimm. What we wish to say is tiat this catablishmsnt
15 embodied in the idea of the organiszation of these factors, in
their supervision, Except for a few areas of vital importance to the
existence of the state, plannsd economy does not iniend to take pro-
duction out of wrivats hands in order to turn it over to the state,
but only to integrate it with the whole of national life.
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The concept of plamnned econoiw; always gives rise to certain
memoriss of the war period whon Oeruany and Italy were forced to
inpose severe restrictioms on private enterprises dus to tre lack of
raw materials. Because of the ambiguity of the term "planned econ~
osy® wo prafer to call this nev type of economy by the name of "coore
dnated economy®. (Idberwl econowy in its classical sanse, as it vas
known in the nineteenth ceatwy, u0 longer existe in the world. More
or lese clearly, the economy of all countriss has been transformed
into & planned economy. A significant fact is that even the United
Statss, & countyy of unlimited possibllities and champion of the doc=
trine of "free enterprise”, could not avoid the intervention oi the

state in the econoxy.)

The social and economic conceptions of \d:;.ch the nationalist
novemants were deservedly proud are today appreciated by all the free
peoples of the world. Neverthelsss, the struggle these movements
vaged agalnst communist infiltrations in Europe surpasses in impor-
tance what they have achieved on the ecopomic and social level. The
sacrifices made by all the nationalist movements in the battle
sguingt bolshevism will survive all the campaigns of defsmation to
shich they were subjected. The day will come when posterity will
revise the judgment which was passed by our contemporaries. The evi-
dence that will count at that time will be the blood which was lost
for thc dafense of Ewropean civilization.

The strugzle of the nationalists against bolshevism has no
parallsl in any known rivalry of history. For now it is no longer
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a question of two peoples, two trends, or two conceptions ol life
struggling against each other for supremacy; it is a spiritual
vacuunm trying to triumpb over the creative forces of humanity. This
is why the champion of anticommuinism who is ready to sacrifice his
very life, the hero of the whole of hwssnity as long as he serves

that cause, enjoys the support and protection of Qod.

The nationalist movements checked bolshevik penetration into
Europs for over a quarter of a century. Let us try to remember the
chaotdc condition of our continent after world war I: all nations
and eetablished pringiples in a state of confusion. A world devas-
tated bty misery vas feverishly trying to find a vent for the suffo-
cating atmosphere emanating from the ruins of war,.

In this general confusion, when the dikes which had held
ordar speemed to bresk, when the trumpets of world rewlution already
amounced the end of the old world, faithful messengers of peace

arrived and calmed the souls of peoples by finding an equitable solu-
tion to the socisl problems. It is certain that without Mussolini,
without Hitler, and the host of European nationslists the bolsheviks
would hawe installed t-hguelvea on our continent in 1930. One after
the other, the nations of Eurvpe would have boen conqusred by the
gradual penetration of comuunists into the country.

The interwention of the netionalist powers in the Spanish
Civil kar is another important fact which can be added to thair ac-
tivities. The secret propeganda of the bolsheviks had met with dif-
ficultdies in opersting from Russia. Russia needed & western or
ocoidental sstellite, a country which would contain within itself all
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the rewolutionary tendencies of ths \est and through which Europe,

in a time of world conflict, would be caught betwuen two fires,
Spain seemed the country best suited to meet those requirements. The
revolutionary tradition of the Spanish anarchist movement and ths
poor economic conditions of the Iberian Peninsula bad favored the de-
wlopment of a powerful Commmist Party. Spain had the added advan-
tage that it was close to Africa, and could thus become a centar from
which to carry on agitetion on the Dark Continent, to say nothing of
the coumntriss of Latin Americe.

Ist us try to imagine for ono moment what a victory for these
plans of Moscow would have signified. Imagine Sovist Russia in-~
stallad in Gibtraltar and ocoupying the motpreamt-dq Spein.
what a change of situation, what immeasurable consequences for the
destiny of the three continentsl Spain would have became the western
arsenal of the Bolshevik Revolution, In a few years ths flames would
bave spread from this nucleus over the Hediterranean Basin, over the
whols of Africs, and would have given a decisive impulse to all the
commuunist movements of Iatin Americs, agitation in those countrias
being fawred by the commmity of origin and of language. Greaat
Britain, France with her wast overseas territoriss, the United states,
whose interests extend over the whole surface of the globe, all prof-
ited from the Spanish hectacoxb and from the sacrifices of the nation~
alist volunteers.

Nationalist Spaein has the honor of having saved Euruvpe whea
the latter was passing through a crucial period in its existence.
The democreatic world can continue to brush France aside, to curse
the nationalist leaders who sent reinforcements to the other slde of
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the Pyrenees. The fact of that conflict, the victorlous result of
the nationalist forces in Spein, must nevertheless be considered in
an objective manner, By refusing to take action against Soviet in-
tarference in the Spanish Civil war, the westoran democracies adopted
an anti-Furopean attitude, Were it not for the vigilance of the
nationalist powers Spain would definitely have fallen within the
political orbit of Moscow.

Only once did the nationalist movements suspend their unfriend-
1y attitude toward ths ensmy in the East, and that was when Germeny
conclided its pact of nonaggression with the Soviets. This aot,
which German propaganda liked to compare with the ingenious diplomatic
contrivances of Bismarck, spread doubt and suspicion among all the
peoples of Europe. The material profits which Cermany was able to
soquire by this step were insignificant when compared to the losses
which she suffered in the realm of imponderables. Actually, the con-
clusion of the pact revezled & crisis in the structure of the nation-
alist wrld, for only a home front undermined by uncertaintiss could
tolerate such an alliance.

The importance of the pact of noneggresaion did not reside in
the declaration of a goodwneighbor policy which it contained, but in
the fact that it was really intended as & pact of aggression, an
aggression aimed against Furope, against that very api.rit. which the
nev Qermany pretended to represent. As soon as this pact was signad
the armies of the Reich invaded Poland. A year later, all the bare
rier states which protected Europe in the East and which had been
establishad after world War I had been destroyed. Instead of favor-
ing the establishment of a European coalition against Soviet Hussia
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and taking its supreme command, Germany assoclated herself with the
evil plans of the Kremlin and prepared the ruin of ths peoples who
ahould have been protected by the nationalist powers and who should
have participated in the common struggls.

It is totally incomprehensibls that Hitler could hawe cone-
ceived the plan of wiping out the small states of Europe, his secon~
dary rivals, so to speak, by appealing to his principal enemy for
help. Normally, the exact opposite should have been dons. In facing
the. greater of her dangers, Germany should have organized her own
system of defense., This policy would have preclided tho possibility
of an armed conflict in ihe center of Europe, in Csechoslovakia, in
Poland and with the states belonzing to the defensive system of
Lurops. The results thus obtained might not have been wary brillient,
ut, even if they had boen mediocre, this was neverthmless the only
card which the externsl policy of the Third Reich could play with a
maximm of success.

From the German point of view, the nonaggression pact was more
than an error in political and military strategy. Cermany was fail-
ing in its historicel mission, Even in the event that she bad chosen
& beroic course which ended in a catastrophs similar to that of 195,
this defeat would have been blsssed by sll humanity. If the 22 June
1941 had later contributed to rehabilitate Germany, the credit for
this would not have fallen upon the national soclalist leaders §ho
were somewhat late in realising that the peot redounded solsly to the
advantege of Russia), but to the formidable spirit of the Oerman
soldiers who were abls to attack the endless steppes of Russia and
endure the rigors of ite olimte in order to bring that nation, which
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ever gince 1917 had become the implacable ensrmy of &.urope, back into
the Suropean community of natdons. However, in 1941, Germany no
longer enjoyed such conditions as would favor launching an offensive.
Since 1938 ahe had made 211 sorts of enemies; she could no longer
count on the help of the kuropean nations in her struggle against
Russia but instead, she waa forced to wage tattle on two fronts,
against Rumgia and against Europe.

When he attacked the Kremlin, Kitler seemed to have lost some
of that unhealtly passion which he bad for his people. In attacking
Sovist Russia he had the feeling that he was donning armor ol =
Siegfried of humnity, He probably thought that this gesture vas
eloquent emough to appease the emmity of the Anglo-Saxons and to
slter the internationsl climate in his favor. ie hoped that by tak-
ing this new stand he might eass the tension on the Weatern Front,
therety glving the German armises the respite necessary for success
in the great siyuggle which was about to begin in the Bast. The
cause, on the whols, was lost. MNevertheless, Hitler hoped for a
sudden change in the European conscisncej for a revision of the ini-
tial positions of the war, in virtue of those changes which had
oocmad% the theatre of operations. (Unfortunately, this excep-
t4ona) paychological moment was not put to use by Hitler, who lecked
a sense of reality. Following the declaration of war against Russia,
& obarter of European liberties should have been issued. Europe,
which vas destroyed politically, was to be reformed -0 that Cermany
might obtain the saximum reinforcement in the gigantic strugele
which was undertaken against the East. The Alliss then answersd by
declaring their desire to liberate the Eur&pun peoples according
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to the Atlantic Charter, and the only thing which Hitler could opposs
to this propaganda was the sorry sight of the countries occupied by
his armies.) The inexplicable atiitude of Germany toward the British
in Dunkirk is an anticipation of that idea. Hitler began to feel
uneasy with his own succeases and he wanted 10 compensate for the
excessive favars which fate had bestowed upon him, which, due to their
dassling abundance, exposed him to the greatest perils.

But when Hitler realisad that the struggls whichk he had under-
taken against Russia had only awakensed joy in ths souls of his ene-
nies at the prospect of his defeat, that a price had been set on hia
head, he began to defend himself with the stubbornness of a man who
ocan be saved only by an act of desperation. From that moment on the
crematoriss were in constant use and towns were burned. Each side
outdid the other in the perpetrating of horrors. This fact excuses
nsither Hitler nor his imitators, but it explains the phase of
“total means" in which the war bad entered. The certainty that she
could bave no other issus than that of total victory or of total
defeat only increessd and generalised her cruelties. Those who re-
fused to give Germany an honorable way out of the impasee in which
she had murghd herself contributed equally to the preparation of
the tragio hour which Burope experienced. From this point of view,
the demand for unconditional surrendsr made by the Allies at Casa-
blancs in Janmuary 19L3 had the same evil congequences for the future
of Europe as the mimdseds of Hitler., This declaration cost millions
of mman lives; it unnecessarily prelonged the war and prepared ths
way for the Soviet invasion of Europe. It was an act which was motd-

vated by vengeance and not by political reasons.
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The downfell of the civilized world is the result of a con-
£lict of ideas between two groups of prominont peoples. The catas-
trophe of World war II was neither inevitable oor prowoked by a con-
trary fate. If it took place, it was because both gides were lack-
ing in clearsighted and courageous statesren who would have directed
European energies toward & collabaration beneficial for all pecples.
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CHAPTRR V

THE TRAQEDILS UF wATIONALISM

0f all the nationslist movements, fascism and National
Socialisn are the only ones which were able to imposs their power
complotely. Thay are also the only ones with whose intimate pre-
occupations, with whose reasons for entering into the war, and with
whoass past conditions and aims we are familiesr. The oiher movements
did not roech the stage of complste crysvallization. Their physiog=-
noxy menifested itself because of an external complex which is dif-
ficult to understand and to grasp. At the wery monent when, upon
making contact with realities, their content was to become clear, a
wave of enaities astopped their develomont and forced them to retire
from the scene of history. That part of their activity which
resched us rsvealad only the pale reflsction of an imer lifs much
risher in possibilities than they were vouchsafed to know.

sith the exception of fascism and Hational Socialism, the
othar nationalist movements are characterised by a fragmentary and
uncertain existence, lesaving behind the impression of somsthing in-
sufficiently developed, of a premsturely closed case. But this 111
luck which £411s their past is compensated by the advantage af the
free values which they still have at their disposal. An unachieved
social phencmenon cannot be excluded from history by force. It
works within the conscioumess of peoples till they are abl: to find
nuw possibilities of expressing it. This does not mesn that fascisn
and National Socialism have boen exhausted of thedr means of rejuve-
nation, but merely that the other movements, less committed by their

past, are more accessible to reorientation,
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The obstacles and enmitles which have not ceased to bar the
route of the nationalist movemants grew into a hallucinating cre-
scendo, as 1 mysterlous forces lLad coalesced throughout thez world
to smother their vitality. The communists, ths principal nationsl-
ist forces, as well as the democracies (in short, all the powers),

ghowed the sams hostility toward the efforts for rebirth of the

European peoples.

As could be easily foreseen, it was fitm the communiats that
the nationalists met with the greatest enmity, The antagoniam
between these two forces was irreducible. Nevertheloss, the cosmmu-
nist groups in various countries constituted a restricted minority,
so that the struggls was waged under equal conditions snd without
either side having any more support than that which could be obtained
from its own ranks and from their fighting spirit. The result of the
batils depended solely on the strength manifested Ly each camp, for
peither the one nor the other nad at its command the apparatus of
state, the fiery power of which could have been used against the ad-
wersary. In those countries which were the theatre of nationalist
tiwgediss: ~- France, England, Holland, Belglim, the Nordic coun-
triss, Poland, Csechoslovakia, Rumanis, Yugoslavia, fthmgary, Bulgaria
and Oresce (Spain doas not enter in this category) == the political
power wvas in the hands of the democratic partles of the center or vas
hald by similarly inclined dictatorial powsrs, so that the "exuremss"
oould conflont each other only within the limits permitted by the

situation,

The relation between the nationalist movements and the govern-
mantal parties of these countries was not so clear, Whereas the

-73 -




BEST AVAILASLE Uur ¢

hostility betwecn the comrunists and the nationalists was apparent
in one place or ziother, it would be an evaggeration to spsak of a
declaration of war on the part of the natlonalists against the old
parties, Their principal aim was that they themselves should sub-
stitute for the ineptness of the de:ocrat.ic forces in the strugcle
againgt bolskeviam, to interfere in a conflict which the old parties
cowld not face with any real chance of winning. The natdonalists
did oot count on effsctive gupport on the part of the bourgeoisis,
but they boped at least that it would remain 2 friondly noutral,
supposing, as it was natural to suppose, that it was not indifferent

to the lssue of the strugglo againgt the coamunists.

The tourgsois-democratic parties gave no evidence of the same
foresight, vor of the same subile judgment. In thelr eyes, this
policy wvas & much too dangerous game, long accustomed to succeeding
each other in power, and exchenging services in a closed circls,
these parties had acquired the mentality of privileged classes. Thay -
had, 30 tc speak, almost bestowed the realm of public affeirs on them-
selves and refused sven to considsr that anyone could acocede to power
without asking their consent, «hen the nationalist movements first
nade their appearance, the bourgeois parties only saw in these new
political formations unyiel~’y; enemica. They did not see the objec-
tive olements which had given rise to them. According to the demo-
crats, tha danger lsy on the right as well as on the left, and accor-
ding to them, the fight against both sides should be wagad with the
sams stubbornness, The difference between the irinciples which ani-
mated the two forces, the fact that for the right ths nation waa an
act of faith, whereas for tho loft it was only u class presumption |
which was dostined to disappear from the popular conscisnce, hardly
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moved the leaders of ths bourgeois pariies., These partias did not
attenpt to understand which of these tvwo rivals was the one which
really threatened the foundations of scclety, and wihlci one respondsd
to the new social necessities. They outlawed all political groupe,
for, as they had wou ths conficence of the people, they had becams
dangerous. For the bourgeois parties to include both nationalists
and commumiste in the same hated group and to consider them as aqually
undesirable, it was sufficient for wenm to nots that weir inlluence
on the voulng mesees had diminished. The satisfaction of the bowr
gools parties was at its height whenever the "similarity™ of ithe two
extremist partiss would be prowed. In order to plant this evidencs
in the minds of the peoples, these parties wilfully stressed the lesa
significant factors, as, for example, a certain similarity of polit-
ical technique, purposely awvoiding to mention the mrofound differences
which separated the nationalists from the communists.

This motion, of which the ulterior motive is too trensperent
for ocne not w be able to recognive its origin end intentdons, urgsd
the leaders of ube bourgeois pariies to play an even more dangerous
gemp, Since ths btourgeois pariles mace no distinction between t.hn%-
adversaries, and any political rovement which did not accept their
leadership must be annihilatel -- the nationalists being the ones who
progreased the mast rapidly -~ it was ths nationalists and not the
comnunists who constituted the orincipal danger for Lurope, The com-
munists undoubtedly remained a disquieting element, btut their active
ity was not such a threat to the lourgeois parties, held as thay were
at the periphery cf soclety, incapable =~ because of their hybrid
doctrine — of essembling the votes of the majority. It is the bclief
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of the governmental parties that the people react in an altogether
different manner toward nationalists. They appear to Le vested with
the prestige of the nation, and they appeal to that layer of primary
energy belonging to the group wrnich, once in action, threatent to
win over the whols natio..l organism., It is true that the national-~
ist forces also counteract the violence of the comnunist agitaiions,
but, owing to their very existence, they also take away some oi the
votes vhich otherwlse would go to the other partiss or groups. The
natiomalist forces refresh ths political satmosphere and contribute
% the redress of the public opinion; the means of propaganda of the
other partics proves inaffective against their actdon.

Before the decade which preceded Worlsi War II, and particu~
larly after Hitlar cams to power in Germany, the attentian of the
democracies was directed to the right. They fewerishly searched for
a moans of arreating the growth of the nationalist movements.
Although sanctions wero still taken against the commnists dwring
that period, theay were in general more moderate; they were inflicted
vithout convioction, and often served to hide blows which were dealt
- to the natiomlist movements.

In order to push back the assault of the natdonalist parties
the 1liberal democrats were forced to abandon their usual system of
oombat, It is evident that had they not changed their system, they
would surely have been defusted by the nationalists, The bourgeois
parties praised democracy as lung as the popular masses tended to
favor them and majntain them in powsr. As long as they did not bave
sny sarious competitors and they were sure of parliamsntary support,
the wice of the peopls and the wice of God were one. 4is spon as
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They realiszod that the people were progressing -- since other for-
mulas and othor men could beiter serve their aspirations —= the
enthusiasm of the democratic leaders for election arithmetic suddenly
dlsappeared. So long as whis arithmetic had confirmed their wishes
it was considered faultless., But, as soon as they felt that their
own politicsl existence was threatened, they did not hesitate to en-
gage in open battls with what they called demogogic agitatdon.

The bourgeods and democrauic partles declared "we are demoo-
racy", and thanks to that inadmissible substitution of terms (the
permansnt principle of democracy and the ep.hex‘aaml existence of the
partiss) considered themselves as absolved from all ideological
scruples., It was thus that the occasional pleadings of a few parties
who were in full retreat on the electoral front became, with tims,
the handbook of internal policy of most luropean states. "The new
spirit" of the damocracies led to the conclusion that in defending
themselves the democracles could have recourse to all sorts of means,
even if these means were contrary w their intimate structure and
disqualified them. The democracies did not heve to rack their brains
to come by those arms, since they could easily be obtained from the
arssnal of the modern dictatorships and from the totaliterian regimss.
‘he democratic leaders tried the lot of them, at iirst with timidity.
later with boldness. They then discovered, and not without interest,
that dictatorship was not so hateful whon practiced to their sdvane
tage. The same parties which had always raised their voices uben
they belicved that the state was attacking the rights of the individ-
ual nov spoke forth in authoritarian language, advising tbe govern-
mants to suppress with energy the "subversive" and "anarchical®

- 77 -




BEST AVAILABLE COPY

cwrrents. As the constitutional juarantees did not seem to Le suf-
ficiant for the protection of the democratic regimc, the leaders of
the parties amplified them with e new system of special laws, and
when they realisged that the wave of nationelism could circumvent
these lawe they went even further. They auppressed the opposivicn,
saw to it that all the political groups which annoyed or hindered
them would be dissolved and terrorized the population which refused
te submit itself to their lsadership. Events occurred in much the
same vay as if, in the course of & duel with sword, ono of the ad-
versaries, realising that his opponent was more skilful than he was,

threw his sword away to take up & pistol.

It is necessary to add that these obgervations particularly
concern the democracles of Eastern Kurope. In the western countries,
the mationalist movements bave certainly met with many 2bslacles,
but the persscutions directed against them never reached the point
where they could be called atrocities, In those countries the demo-
cratic regimes had been installsd only after lengthy social debates,
after an intense process of clarifying whe consciousness. ihs
respect for ¢ivil libertiss was not & vain formula tut an assimilated
concept. The political frame of these states, in spite of all their
aversion for the nationalist movements, could not complately ignore
the spirit of legality of public life. That is why their measures of
repression had to respect lsgal order, at least on the surface, and
avoid entering into open conflict with the law.

The situation was entirely differont in the countrias of Las-
tern Burope. Democracy in those countrics did not develop organical-
1y3 it did not arise from profound and lasting causes, It vas
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superimposed on social states and on mores which were entirely dif-
ferent from those which had given birth to democracy in the wWest.
Democracy presented itself as a new fashion to those peoples who
found themselves forced to take a loap from the structure of the
past t0 an unknown rhythm of life. From this differesnce in form and
background there arose a disfigured democracy which had nothing but
the pame in common with western democracy. To outward appearances
nothing distinguished them: the same constitution and the sams sep-
aration of powers; but all contacts with real political 1ife repidly
proved that the latter conducted its activity with a disregard for

the arrangementa provided for in the constitution.

The eastern democracies were characterised by a disproportion-
ate influencs of the executive factor in the organization of the
state. The governments were not formed according to the directions
of the slsctoral body, nor according to the nurber of votes won by
sach political party, but with no regard for the results of the elsc-
tions. The principal beneficiary of the succession was determined
bshind the presidential scenes or in the palaces. The psrty which
hed thus been authorised to serve as the instrument of government
then mobdlised all the means of pressure and of state persuasion,
police, guards and secret funds, to obtain the consent of the peopls
by force. The rights of the people had not received any apparent
injury, but the judicial and administrative organs took it upon thc-—
selves to interpret the expression of its will according to the slec-
torsl needs of the government. Thus can be explained theee sudden
and abnormel changes of opinion, this inconaistency of the electorate
in the eastern democracies, A party which, while it was still opposed
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and had only a small number cf votes in its support, multiplied those

votes in an unexplainable way once in power.

In Eastern Europe, the principles of democracy, umiversal suf-
frage, Ireadom of election, and the parliamentary aspect of govern-
mant merely served as camouflage for oligarchic dict;torahips. The se
principles were never any more than mere formal concessions which the
ruling classes granted to the victorious spirit of the tims, Llat us
not, therefore, be surprised if in Eastern Europe tbe persecutions of
the mationaliats reached the last degree of violence and savagery.
What acruples could have checked the rulers of those countries, since

on oocasions of less importance they had shown nons?

Seeing that the means of legal oppression were inefficisnt,
the pseudodemocracies did not hesitate to reject the last vestige of
legality and to adopt the dress and insigniz of a dictatorship.
wWhen the oligarchic class in the Fast procseds to inatail an autho-
itarian regims, it does not for that reason experisnoce an inner con-
flict with its own convictions; 1t finds iteelf in its natural ele-
ment, and concludes by calling by its true name of dictatorship that
which it bad exsrcised under the name of democracy.

The war placed the nationalist movements in an even more une
pleasant situation. On one side, these movements were not integrated
with govermmentel affaira and were not the decisive factors in the
destiny of their countryj on the other hand, international events
forced them to declare themselves in favor of one or the other of the
combatants. The nationalist movements have had to suffer the conse-

quences of war without having been parties to its declarstion, and




BEST AVAILABLE GOPY

without having in any way determined its character.

After the war, the allied governments, motivated by a spirit
of vengeance rather than by the desire to obtaln a clear view of
what had really happened in Furope, found it quite natural to classify
as "ocollaborationaists™ all the nationalist moverents which had
attached themselves to the Axis powers. According to them, this for-
mula should have acquired the stature of an undeniable sentence of
history and was to becoms a sort of stigma which would have disqual-
ified the nationalist movements forever. Vhoever had taken sldes
with Germany automatically became collsborationlsts in the eyes of
the allles.

Even had certain partieans dishonored nationalism by their
stand during the war, all nationaliet movements should not therefor
be considered ae extensions of German imperislism. Each natiomalist
novement has had its internal drama, and those who collaborated with
the Axis powers had to face tremendous difficulties. The very fect
that these movements remained on the side of Germany till the end is
a decislve indication == a real paradox, it seems —- of the nobility
of the idsals which anim ted them; it constitutes the beat answer to
the grave insulte which were heaped uwpon them.

The scope of this analysis does not allow for 8 detailed ex-
smination of the particular reactions of each nationalist movement
during the war; nevertheless, we will try to group them according to
a few typical manifestations. The nationalist movemsnts truly found
themselves faced with special problems and their attitude varied,
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depending on whethar they belonged w states who were in conflict

with the Axis or states which were friends and allies with the Axdis.

The mvanen%wférmd part of the Axis theatre of operations
were confronted with the greatest difficulties and passed through
ths most crucial momenta, Let us try to imagzine the state of mind
of the nationalist figl:iters of Csechoslovakia, Poland, Yugoslavia,
Greece, France, lolland, Belgium, Demmark at the time of the German
invasion; the arwy which was called upon to direct the military
efforte of Burope and concentrate them ageinst Soviet ﬂussha humil-
iated their nations and shed the blood of their compatriots. &
heart-rending conflict was aking place between the reality of the
war and the lofty aspirations uhich lad given birth to those movements.
The nationalista, enveloped in the hatred and contempt of their com-
patriots, had even more difficulty in endiring the morsl torture.
Because, for the man in the atreet, the nationalists were merely trai-
tors and the miserable instruments of the enemy.

If the nationalist movements of the countries occupled by
Italy and Cermany had had to choose between the Axls powers and wes~
tern democraciea, we do not for a moment doubt that they would hawe
followed the decisions made by their respective governments. But
World Mar II represented something altogether different from the 191L-
18 war, an entirely different group of forces. In reality, three
opponents were facing each other, two of which had allied themselves
together temporarily to eliminate from the theatre of oparations the
one who, in their opinions, wes the most dangercus. The nationalists
were not in revolt against their country. They had not been fasci-
nated by the colossal force of Germany, but they had drewn back in
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horror at the bolshevikedemocratic coalition. [o them, this fact
geemad so absurd, eo lacking in any kind of perspective, that by
having nothing to do with the Axis powers, tbey nuud Wa impression
that thay would be untrue to their conscisnce.

The nationalist movements had suffered a cruel disillusion-
ment at the time when the Soviet~German non-aggression pact was in
effect and they were very much relieved when that sad interlude ended.
How then could thay have accepted &n alliance with the bolsheviks
and helped them to invade the continent? wWhat would bave become of
Burope if, at the dawm of her history, the irresistible advance of the
Huns had not been stopped on the Catalan front by the coalition of
the West. If the Qermenic and Roman peoplss had not, at that decisive
moment, forgotten their family querrels so as o dafend their ethnic
substance and their spirituslity in one common agresment?

These are questions, whose t.rq:,‘zbhm analogy with presente
day évents clearly shows ua the answer. The nationalist fighters
did not see any honorabls issue in the predicament into which the war
had thrown them unlses they firmly continued the struggle against the
Communists. They preferred the thanklass collaborailon with Germany
to the sad privilege of victory on the side of Soviet Russis. The
survivors of these sacrificed units cannot restrain their joy wben
they see that today the whole of humanity adopts the attitude which
they beld in the pest.

Let us pay a token of rcspect to the nationalist movements of
the West, who, although they did not belong to those countriss which
were directly timeatensd bty bolshevism, who, although thay hed mot
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seen the deathdealing effect of that sickness of the human spirit at
close range, remained faithful to their ideal. The fact that they
were situated quite far from uhe danger might have made them more or
loss conscious of the danger, more inclined toward making compromises.
Tha fact that they did not abandon their early convictions is better
proof than any other argument that they were neither the product of
starile imitation, nor the work of a few impostors. Only movements
which axvee from & powerful source of truth could resist toe unfavor-
able concurrence of the war without renocuncing the principles upon

whick their existence was based.

The combatants sent iy the nationalist movenents of France,
Belgium, Holland, and Demmark deserve to be hailed with enthusiasm.
In the bravery and enthusiasm of which they gave proof, we recognize
the incarnation of the spirit which once asserted itself on the
Catalan fronts, which emerged victorious at Tours and Poitiers, which
@w birth to the great movement of ths Crusedes and removed the
blockade from the walls of Vienna, when that city was besieged by the
infidels. It is this same spirit of sacrifice and dewvotion toward
the eternal truths which humanity must find again in order to defeat
and push back the namelsss hordes of the Orient.

In the countries which were allisd with the Axist Bulgaria,
Rumania, and Hungary, the nationalists at least did not have o
suffer from being in conflict with the peopls. But as regards their
possibilities of action within the framework of the staie, their
situation vas more precarious and more unfortunate than that of the
Yostern movenante. The governments which had concluded agreements
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with the Axls powers were cocposod of the vary sans politicians who
had suppressed legul existence oi ihe nationalists, who had thrown
them inte prison or intermed them in caaps. These persecutions did
not stop when these countries afiiliated themselves with ihe Axis
powers. bNot only were the nationalist movements not invited to share
in the responsibilities of the state —- after all, their views were
triumphing in the foreign policy of their countries == but the gov~
ermment ciroles displayed so much injustice and hatred toward them,
that they even got Germany itself to sacrifice the natiomalist move
ments. The amxisty of the governments was not caused by the risks
which would be inwolved in the new foreign aligmments, but stemmed
from fesr that the nationalist groups might come to power by profit-
ing from the new relations of force between the great powers. Ihe bl
Europs, for whos e sake the nationalists had made immense sacrifices,
brought neither joy nor comfort to those movements. The same tyrants
eontinued to oppress them, the same sinister parody of lsgelity was
pursued, the same prison walls crushed the hopes of an entire gensra~
tion.

There are certain nationalist movements which cannot be clas~
uin.od’in any of the above mentioned groups. Such are the groupe
which consist of the Ustachi of Crostia, and the Hlinks Guards of
Slovakia., These movements belong to a backiard phase of the
"national", The Croatians and the Slovalks belicve that che Tepresent
distinet ethnic and historical groups. They were not satisfled with
the deoisions taken on their problem at the peacs conference which
followed World War I, The Ustachi and the Hlinka Guards represent
that efferwescence of national energy, that agitation which comes from
the depths of a people and is not appeased till it has achieved its
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goal of an independent state. 'hese groups mark one oi tle mwt con-
scious and most stable phese 1 the struggle for the political eman-
cipation of the Croatians and Slovaks. The aims of these countries
did not differ from those of so meny other peoples which for centuriss
or for dogens of years had gained their national unity.

Why should this natural aspiration be considered a war-crime
by the victorious Powers? Is the fact that the Cermans and Italians
bhelped these peoples achisve their national ideal sufficient reason
to decide on thelr orime? In their thirst for independence, peoples
do no’ ask \t:zere their ald is coming from. And besides, they have
no cholces It may be that history will offer them only one opportu-
nity, and they mve no right to refuse it. We do not want to sxy
that we have less aympathy for the Czechs or for the Serbs, We ere
not pleading the cause of either one, and we are inspired by the
sincere desire to see all those peoples find a way to lasting friend-
ship or good relaticns, But we reject the concept of international
lav which was inaugurated by the Allies, according to which a national
atruggla 1s condesned because it is led on ths side of a group of
peoplss whom the Alljes happened to be at war with. If the Croatiana
and the Slowaks allied themaelvea with the Axis powers, it was because
thes & states ware the only ones who facilitated those Slavic peoples!
political birth, The nationalist doctrine, strictly speaking, was
not lacking in the ideology of the Ustachi and Rlinka Guards, but the
necessiiviss of consolidating the two states surpassed it in impore
tance,

The Spanish Falange occupies a position different from those
wposed above. Because it was situated outside of the war ares, it




fm  m————

-~

BEST AVAILABLE COPY

was influenced only superficially by the Axis powers, Its collabora-
tion with Germanmy and Italy can be reduced to an anticommunist stand
of unofiicial character in the war. The Falange could not neglect a
duty which did not go beyond political frontiers, or fsil a matter
of honor which inwolved an understanding oi the future. It sent ite
wlunteers to the Hussian front, but at th. same time, fulfillsd the
requiremants of a neutral policy., After the enormous losses in man
and materials which occurred during uhe three years of civil war,

the country needed a rest. This was a new internal shock. The vire
tues required by the cireumstances — prudence, wisdoz, diascipline,
unity with the suprems head of the state -- were the only guarantes
of inner reconstruction. IThe Felange understood this and gave up its
T0la with profound self-sacrifice. The maintenance of the stats, of
ite independence, of distinciive Spanish pride was the decisive fac-
tor in all of its actions.

The considerate attitude displayed by the Falange toward the
political exigencies was not without consequences as regards its
creative potential. All prolonged political conceasion, even if made
with the best of intentione, entails a loss of one's own subetance.
The present-day circumastances, the abyss which separatos the East
from the West, the gigantic concentrJ‘J. ‘orces an t~th sides of
the Iron Curtain came to the support of the restoration of the
Falange., These particular circumstances might someday again be of
bslp when the Spanish State, liberated from its external problems,
will probably teke the road leading to reforms in its organization,
The Falangist movenment is indispensable to the rehirth and to con=
solddation of Spain. If pressure from che outside ashould succeed in
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removing it, all the work ol internal appeasement would be threatanad,
and Spanish ldstory would once more taken on tho aspect of permanent

civil war, as was the case durin; ths last century.

After so much sufferin , the Calvary of the nationalist move-
mants is not over. After baving suffered from the continuous atiacks
of the bourgeois-democratic parties, and after having floundered "on
the borders of despair® at ths beginning of the war, they were not
oven gpared by their own companions. When they presented themselves
befare the principal nationalist powers, with thair past, their
struggles, their injuries, snd the responsibilitles which they had
comitted themselves to take for the future, they were trcated like
poor relatives at the door of a sumptuous palace. The nationalist
movements had detached themselves from a world well-known for ite
sterile customs, and they waited, their hearts filled with hops, for
the wrld which would enter history proudly, imagining it more just
and more aware of ths beauties of the spirit. But, instead of a
serens and affable humanity, the nationalist movements met only with
« darkensd sky, with t| same old atmosphere which had besn vitlated

by national egotisms.

During the last docade of its existemce, fascist Italy escaped
from its obligations to the nationalist worlds Gemmany, on the con~
trary, asserted its presence in every place that the natioualists

2relies
took action. But, its ulterlor6ver being that of securing somethir
for iteelf at the expense of othere, it falsifisd the concept of the
Kew Europe, wishing it to be particularly pangermanic, trying to
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exploit the spirit of sacrifice oi' the natlonalist mo-ements in

order to fulfill its imperialistic aims. Norms, servitude, patha
whiioh did not agree with their internal harmony and in no way served
the compon cause were imposed on the nationalist movenments. All this
ngsigation™ of the natdonalist groups in France, Belgium, Holland,
Denmark, and the Ukraine was a most poorly inspired move, & reversal
of the matural vital force, and it diminished the fighting spirit of
these groups and separated them from the peoples. The beauty and
vigor of the nationalist movements consists, strictly speaking, in
their distinctiwe tendencies, their particular type of manifestatlons,
those through which the talents and virtuss of each nation assert
themsslwes. A universe composed of a homogeneous mass of individuals
would lose all its creative posaibilities, oven if the qualities of
the Sndividuals comprising these masses would, when taken separately,
surpass humen capaﬁili’cica. For, it is tlrough a variety of feelings
of motivation and through personal concepts that people influence
ons another. Such a universe would be consumed by its own ..onotony,
by the exhaustion of the urge which drives people to seek to under-
stand the unknown, by the extreme stereotyping of its resources.

In our eyes, this triptych of the natiomalist sufferings con-
stitutes tiree ordeals, three acts of purification. If these move-
ments had had an easy time of it, most assuredly the dirsiness caused
by suocess would quickly have dulled their internal cre .tivity. But
having thus been attacked from all sides innumerable times, they were
forced to make occasional revisions, to face certain problems, to
examins doubtful questions, and make many experiments. The erergy
which they were unabls to direct toward external problems they
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directed at internal problems, thus enriching their concept of life.

We believe that the nationalist movements have not yet had their
last say in history. A day wvill come when the whole of humanity will
remember their tragic experience.
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CHAPTER VI

THE PREMISES OF A VALID HISTORX

what possibilities actually lie open to the naticnalist move-

rents?

The readers, and especially the "friends", will hasten to say:
the return to the paet, to the ingenious form of the nstionalist
phenomenon, so as to go back to the very source of a process which
wes 111 developed. It is natural to think of this soiution imme~
dlately for Lt 45 a loglosl continuation of what we have shown.
Sti11, 1t would not be entirely correct to adopt it without reserves,
The course of history cannot be turned back., A film which hss
falled vhile being shown on the acreen has failed forever, and
cannot be repeated as & laboratory experiment:can. It is to be
hoped that in the midst of the present upheaval we can go back to
the very sources of Hationalism, but solely for the purpose of

ascertaining where it erred,

Once the true path has been chosen, it would be irritating
and useless to persist in considering the past, and to attempt to
revive Nationalism, as if nothing had occurred since that time.
Nationalism gave birth to a certain typs of mentality. It molded
the thoughts of & few generations, Therefore, the hopes of those
who would like to ses 1t sink into oblivion are vein, But equally
vain are the desires of those who refuse to consider that its ex-
periment failed, and would like to see Nationalism achieve a new
wrld by 1tself. Twenty years of disappointments, of false his-
torical orientation seriously crippled the confideance ons could
have in Rationalism, This confidence can be restored only if
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Nationalism collaborates with other political forces and with

other currents of ideas.

It may be that the natdonalista will not welcome this view
with favor. One may ask how a compromise can help? The moat it
can do 1s alter the nature of the pheromenon, We must admit that
these apprehensions are legitimate, but we believe that we can
remove them by outlining the conditions of the asasociation that
we are plamning, Iat us hasten to say that we do wot mean to
“gave” Nationalism by associating it with *unreal" circumstances
which might be & handicap to its fundamental structure, The fore
nula which we are thinking about would be a syntheais of the
European spirit, a seleotion of the experiences obtained by all
ths peoples of our continent. Two thousand ysars of European
history allow us to have a certain perspective of the past and
to understand its strong points, its bases, and ita valid premises,
By proceeding to this great analysis of the Furopean spirit of the
past we ses that there are three factors of vital importance to the
destiny of our civilization; Christianity, Democrscy, and Nationelism,

From vhatever aspect we attempt to examine the problem we
always find the same elsments, If we refer to historical events,
we note with shat extraordinary force these three factors imposed
themselves upon the life of the Eurvpean peoples, one or another of
the three dominating their entire developreat at some time, There
was a period in which Christianity was the determining factor,
another, when the problems of individual liberties won first place
over all other incentives for social organization. Finally, in our
period, we mes that Netionalism surpasses the two other factors in
intereat, Each one of these European archtypes, acting alone,
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sgserted itself too vigorousely &5 if only it encompassed every

aspact of life, But it is just these excesses which show how
profound was the source from which they stemmed, and what true

needs they fulfilled,

If ws consider man with his need for a spiritual life
the results are mo different, Christisnity, Rationslism, and
Democracy exhaust the whole scals of human libertias and de-
liver the inMvidual from every possible and consceivable type
of slavery, Only their fusion, their simulteneous sction can
raise man to the level of human being, Each one of these con-
coptsa launched a spiritusl revolution, libersted the individual
from a serles of temporary situstions which prevented the free
developnent of his creative faculties. Christiamity freed man
imardly from the yols of sin. Democrscy emanoipsted him oui-
wardly from the leadarship of certain sooial classes, The
nission of Nationalism was to save hin from the tyranny of
national pride.

If we now consider the logical relationship of these
three concepts, we see how completsly in acoord they are, It
is not foolish to attempt to consider those three concepts toe
gother; 1t is the only way of understanding them clearly, Con-
sidered in their purest forms, Christisnity, Kationaligm, and
Democracy have the eaffects of magnets on one another. They
presuppose and support each other mutuslly. What is essential
in this comparison is not to draw conclusions from what has been
only superficially dstermined, from a subject which was not
studied suffiocieatly.

Lat us first examine the relationahip between Democracy
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and Nationslism, wrich for many years were presented as excluding
eacn other., A Rumanian nationalist writer, Aurel C, Popovici, even
wrote a book to prove it. The book appeared at the beginning of the

century and was entitled Democratie on Rationalisms (Democracy Or

Nationalism), The system of democratic govermment is a social in~
vention, a product of the human genius, a set of rules for group
organization. HNationalism, on the other hand, i8s not a technique
por a creation of the intellect., It is a reality. The people‘s
spiritual state gradually penstrates their consciousness, De-
mocrecy is s means of expressing this invisible reality. Democracy
registers and brings forth what is taking placs in the deptha of a
p.op]..‘l! mu}, the variations of 1is consciousness, its magnitude
and its diverse aspect. Universul auffrage, parliament, and the
law are means of expressing national consciousness, that is, if
nothing happens to oppose their normal functioning., when the e
attitudes of & people change and when their new aims no longer
agree with the present institutions, Democracy allows them to
express themselves, Dissatisfaction is not brooded over in
secret but is expressed freely., If nationalism did not support
Democracy, what would be the sense of hawing election ballots?
What wuld be the use of having elections? Would it be to ex-
press the vagus and abstract wl.u of the people? Thiaz will be-
comes intelligible only when it has bearing on a certain country
and 8 certain people, There is French public opinion, British
public opinion, Italian public opinionj each one corresponds to
80 many particular attitudes, There are a8 meny ways of solving
the political problem as there are peoples, Public opinion means
that Netionalism i relsted to eomething real, to an immediate in-

terest of the national group, It is in perpetual upheaval, in

.
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continuous trensformation, because the questions which it challenges
change constantly. However, the attentive observer will not fail to
realize that the reactions of public opinion are not the results of
chance, but follow a line of their own, and this lins expresses the

things which are permanent in a nation,

Politicel parties ofton forget that their relationships to the

naticn is one of dependence., Instead, they interpose themselves

" 1ike a wmll betwveen the nation's creative forces and their own

manner of expression., Instesd of lending an attentive asr to the
inner voice of the nation, the parties tend to set themselves
spart, to substitute themselves for the nation as independent
realitiss, They tend to we role of intermediary ore
ganisns, whose pwrpose 15 to gather the many individual opintons
and reduce them to their several fundamental types, Instead, they
tend to take on & life of thair own, by weakening the reflexss of
the national ccnaciousness and falsifying ths historical meaning

of thess mamifestations,

The third factor in this political-historical synthesis
of tomorrow —- Christianlity -~ transforms these valuss and projects
then into the world of eternal truths, As we have already indicated
in the chapter dewoted to the nationalist phenomenon, in order to go
be.yond the "National" phase, the periocd of external upheavals, and
enter into the phame of "Nationalism", knowledge of ons's self,
the peoples sust lose all their pride and accept the Christian
truths, Without Christianity there can be no Nationalism, And,
according to the writings of Montesquieu, there can be no effec=-
tive Democracy without Nationslism,
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In stating these theses, we do not affirm thet they can
come into being alons, We are only saying that the trus needs of
the people direct the course of history in thst direction. Mot
as an inevitable movement, or & course of events which cannot be
resisted and in which we do not believe, but as a creative system
of European civilization which arose from the historical unrest
of tw millenia, Under the protection of these three factors, one
can face the future with confidence, All the stretegic elemants
are united together so that the results mey not be deceptive,
Nationalism, Democracy and Christianity represent the premises
of a valid history. But the forces which shape then into ace
tualities, which bring them into the world arise from the inner
1ife of man from the ensrgles of his soul, The collective system
is the result of millions of individual activities. The histories
of peoplas can be maried at certain times by certain trends.
Thess trends will not be able to cause defeat by themselves, but
will only be promoted by the energy of the individuals, It is
not enough to note that a phenomenon has come inte being, or that
it 18 ewolving, in order to assure its success, It must be ob=
sarved constantly and followed every mcment, The trends of s
period represent gomething formless, which can either tals on an
adequate historical forn, or be diverted and employed for other
less legitimate purpores, The sepiration to emanoipate the
popular nasses, for example, is a characteristic trend of our
century, But from the same type of soclal matter one can build
Socialism, Syndicelism, Communism, Christian Democracy. Thie
means that the result varies according to the amount of energy
expended for each political ideal,
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The time has come when hisiory must e freed Ifrom uncere
tatnties and incoherences and directed toward prospective ends.
History consists not only of what was, but of what will be, She
registers the deeds of the peoples, but she anticipates them slso,
in the sense of s continued creation, a daily struggls, so es tc

impress valid directives upon them,

The minds which have been educated to see things in a prac-
tical wvay will not allow themselves to be easily convinced by our
analysis, Considerations of & historical, psychologioal, logical
or metaphysical nature can very well allow us to admit the value
of the BationalismeDemocracy<Christianity group of factors, tut,
they will say, we are living in & certsin period which bas its
needs and its concrete preoccupations, Of what use would this
group of factors be in the actual crisis?

In what follows, we shall atterpt to demonstrate that the
thres elements which constitute European civilization ere able to
unite with one another when events demand an immediate solution.

Today humanity is divided Jato two canpe: East and Vest,
Comauniam and Dsmocracy. Actually, there is no longer any
possible intermediary salution for the two hostile blocs,

Something disquisting is happening to democratio prinoiples,
They no longer have the same success in the world conflict, they
no longer move the consciousnsss #o a8 to incite it to make great
dacisions, The democratic formula has become so i.no‘ffonaivc thst
the bolsheviks themselvea have adopted it for tactical resasons,
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calliag or naming the States which uler dordnzte "popular de-

mocracies", or "progressists“. Such a clever way of juggling
coicepts to mas them appear to be what they are not presupposes
that ti:e procedure was faoiliteted in the rentality of the western
world through a change in political valuus. For no one would take
the risk of borrowing his adversary's tenss of propagsnda if that
propaganda still had a definite power. The confusion becomes ad-
vantageous only when the spiritual debsuchment in the enemy camp
reaches such a low point that the fundamental politicel concepts
are confused and the masses disoriented, The bolsheviks nsver
dared to call themselves fascists, but they deign to call theme
salves democrats, even though they hate Democracy and wish to
destroy it., This signifies that the democratic vocabulary no
longer has sufficiant influence on man, that it has lost some of
its effectivensss and some of fts probatory force, For the same
reason, the Western Democracies rore voluntarily use expressions
such as "anticommunisn® and "antibolzhevism® rather than their

oun name to stress their sttitude towsrd the international red.

In reality, & great injustice is being committed against
Democracy., For it is only a techmique, a means for registering
the opinion of the citisens, and on thst scors, nothing could
replace it, The warning of spiritual corruption is therefore
not simed st Democracy, For democracy, in itself, is intangible,
precisuly because it is not bound to any ideclogical content,

The warning concerns the bourgeoils and capitalist society, which
ia associsted with those principles of governmeat. To fight for
Democracy does not signify fighting for the bourgeois ideal 11;‘
which the rights of the individual ere not identical with the

abuses of capitelism, This preference for a negative term on the

e
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part of udie weat indicates tie ideological crises through witich
the Eurupcan peoples are passing, The bourg%ia-capitalist.s dense
orly too well the emptiness in their soula. They know thet they
have nothing to oppose communism with, that the idea of un-
lintted economic prosperity is over., Therefore lacking amything
better, they defines their attitude by a negation, by calling them-
selves "anticommunists™, Democracy 18 not the opposite of comuu~

niam, for a techn11u cannot oppose an ideal,

Confronted by thls inner vold in the bourgpisie, it is
nornel for us to ask oursaslves whether the fight which has beea
taken up can be waged in the nome of & negation, if by desperstely
porsisting to keep a defensive position, the ‘%est is capable of
facing the present difffculties. In crder to enswer this question,
let us turn our eyes toward ule enemy camp, observe his prepa-
rations, study the forces which support the rorale of the bolshevik

soldier,

The abnegation and the revolutionary energy of the communist
fighter sre lnown. After having made an analysis of the evil in-
tentions of thet movement, we can stale that the partisans of
comunism possess tie fervor of disciples., The Soviev Army went
through its trial at Stalingrad, Composed mostly of young nen,
who, since their earliest years, have been brouzht un in the cult
of the proletarian countiry, its fighting spirit must be feared,

The imrnensity of Russia and of Siberia contains terrible seorets
uwhich the allied staffs cannot even imagine, but the souls of the
nen uwho are attempting to invade kurope contain even greater sur-

prises for them,

-.77 -




BEST AVAILABLE COPY

vhet spiritual tounter-belance, what robilization of energy
will the Suropean peoples use to oppose thse formidable reserves of
hatred, .accumlated for dozens of yearas in the souls of several
generations? The bourgeois ideal, as it became at the end of the
nineteenth century, is static and anti-heroic. It cultivates minor
virtues, and, if it tekes interest in the fate of the State, it 1is
for the purpose of safe-guarding individual interests, Wwill this
world whose sole interest is the acquisition of material wealth be
ahle to renounce the satiafactions of an easy existence, in order
to throw itself in a war of apocalyptic proportions, a war which
addresses man as & sacred entity of history, which will require
the total sacrifice of the individval, the renouncement of all
Joys, which will require all the bravery of the citizen, all his
energy and all his disinterestedness?

Thost of our conterporsaries who exhaust their energlee in
daily agitations can hardly perceive those warnings of deatiny,
And even when they allow themselves to be moved, they pacify
their anxieties by alinging to the idea of the technical su-
periority of the West, Not only are these speculations without basisj \
t-bcyalsocontainaeeruinm&ewhsnom thinks of the human
masses on the other side of the Iron Curtain who work day and night

to produce the arms of destruction,

The Marshall Plan itself can be considered only as an exe
pedient, The aid of the United States can delay the penstration
of comunisn into Western Europe, but it will not weaken it to the
point of making it completely inoffensive, No one denies that
communiem develops by predilection in e social circle which finds

itself in misery, It would be absurd, however, to count on a
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solution «f the problom throw;!: alleviation of this nisery,
Ifier dozens of years of political education, the mentality of
the proletarian class has reachcd & point of stabiliration,

a crystallization 4ndepen.ient of the material conditions of life,
The materlal conditions can improve to the point of becoming
axcellent, but they will no longer modify the way of.the workers!
thinking, A powdrful communist trend can Le noted among the
workers who have a standard of living which is equal or even
superior to that of the petit bourgeols, For man does not

live by bread alons. He also needs spiritual food, The
present-day worker aspires to more than just having a better
ealary, He aspires to enjoy greater consideration, equality

on the moral level, and he believes that this fulfillment of an
intimate order can be found in communism, Commurisn speculates
on social misery, but it has auréuud the phase whare we could
fight it exclusively on that ground, The material prosperity
uhich Amsrica flashes before the eyes of Europe may for a
moment dalay the plans of the communists, but they will inme-
diately resunes the offensive at the first sign of econnaic dee
pression or hesitatlon, Do the Western Dowera confuse tho
excellent effects of a blood transfusion administersd .o 3

very sick patient with the definite recovery?

Without questioning the immense value of American sid,
it 1s 8t11l necessary to view it more cautiously in order not
to fall, If the Marshall Flan grants s moment of respite to
Burope, it cannot restore ite soul, If the efforts of the
Mershall Plan are not bs in vain, ws must begin by clarifying
and fortifying the European soul,
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Although the ideclogical nature of the actusl tension be-
tween the Bast and the west is recognized, we atill persist in
carrying on the actual struggls on the basie of a defensive
attituds. Communiem is an active ideology, a revolutionary
doctrine, and 1t 18 impossible to Tight against it, unless one
fights with a force at lsast as powerful as theirs and as
deterwmined as theirs. If we were to have a European plebiscite,
it 1s certain that the majority of the inbabitants of our conti-
nent would declars themselves against comnunism, but, we wesn
by that a passive snticommunism, without internal adharences,
without the possibility of making great decisions. When con=-
sidering the Buropean youth of today and {ts evident lack of
spiritusl preocoupetions, ons cannot help but think of ite
obvious inferiority in relation to the fanatic and hardened

commmi st youth.

This 1# why the western Democracies, devoid of their old
bourgeois and onpiu.uJ content must appeal to a coupensating
elament, to the expsrience and combat power of ths nationalist
movexsnts, Comaunisn, & revolution without a constructive
ideal, must be attacled in the very absurdity of ite doctyrine,

The alliance of MNationalism and Democracy, a¢ we have al-
ready shown it, is indicated by their similarity of principles,
This cooperation actually hse become & necessity at present,
¥What should really create surprise is the delay to which this
alliance was subjected, and not the alliance itself, Only
minds which are obsessed by vengsance oppose that act of

European reconciliation,
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After the comuunist aggression in Korea, the western world
was suddenly obaessed with & fever for reammament., After meny
futile discussions and delays, the comunial psril wes finally
recognized, Qld alliances have been renewed and new ones are
being concluded. Only one thing is not examined with sufficient
attentions the state of mind of the peoples who are called upon
to face bolshevism, The European nations sre contaxioated with
defeatisn, One has the impression that even the instinct of
self-preservation does not function in & normal way. Each
Burcpean nation rejeots the responsibility of an eveantual war,
trying as much as possible to pass the responsibllity on to
otbers, A victory without sacrifices, obtained miraculously
by & last-minute intervention, this is what Surope really hopes
for. This state of mind is widespread. On'e w.ght even say that
comnmisn, in itself, is not so powerful, except for the emor-
mous contingent which it causes those who refuse to face it with
o tenacious and conscious resistance to prepare. The principal
problea of western strategy does not consist of rearming Gerwany,
of including or not including Spain in western defense, es-
tablishing Frence as ths principal pivot of thie defense, of
increasing or mot increasing the number of Italian divisions, All
these projects are neceseary. But if parallel to the efforts of
rearmansnt, the spiritual energies of the Eurcpean nations are
not seised with vigorous action, tha valus of their military

ocommitments runs the risk of becoming moaningless. Only solid '
citirens can form a solid army. When the minds of & people are

filled with doubt, it is logical that its armies reflect the same |
state of mind, It would be of greater importance for the defenase
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of Burope to knov If in Germany, in France, in Italy, in Denmark,

in Belgium, etc., the public spirit is coherent. A war or the
dimensions whicn should be anticipated cannot bte conducted by
parties; only the bloc of the nation can face the enemy. And it
18 en absurdity to eliminate the most vigorous part of the nation
from the fight, that part of the nation which because of 1ts ideal,
finds itself the most committed in the struggle, that is to say,
the nationalists, The war against Russia -~ if it breaks out --

will not b. a war of the capitalist type, but a "nationmlist"® war,

We know very woll those to whose interest it is to maintain
an atmosphere of emmity between Rationalism and Democracy, the
bolsheyiks put the dark war memories to s good use, Every ine
dividual or political group which, guided by an enlightened
patriotiem, fights for the creation of 8 single front of the
national foroes, becomes sutomatically in their eyes, a “"fascist™,
or a "oari", Each time that ths psoples of the West attempt to
recroate their nationsl unity, which was gravely weakened by the
war, the offices of the orm agitate the specter of age
gresgive Rationalism, And it should be said that they regularly
or usually sucoeed in troubling the internmationsl atmosphere and
preventing a return to & normal political 1life., The truth is
that durin;; the last tan years of the war conditions changed so
zuch thet the greatest industrial power of the world can easily
prevent the rearmament of countries who would cherish dreams of
revenge, or of world hegemony, In case there are still some
nationalists in Germany -- for it is that country which we are
discussin primarily -~ preoccupied with ﬁmmcting the Hitler
regime, this regime would not be able to obtain aiy results,
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If their intentions were ever achieved in the reelm of active poli-
tics, they would lesd them nowhere; they would give the communists

a pretext for agitation, and make the unification of Luropean forces
even more difficult, On tue level of objective truths this tendsncy

will always be defeated.

Even more detrimentsl than the direct propaganda of inter-
national communism, which, since it is known can be answered, 4§
the infiltration of bolshevism into the very ranks of the democrats,
A tremendous bolshevik fifth-colum undermines the position of the
West, It constitutes a kind of underground extension of the Kremlin,
and, acting in secret its plots are even more dangerous than the
action of the politbureau, The best proof of this ia the strange
attdtude which the western Democracies adopted during and after
the wrld War II, the excessive prudence which they manifested
in all their contacte with the Soviets; the great coacessions
granted at Teherna, at Yalta, and at Polsdam; the treason ine
flicted on the former allies: Eastern Rurope abandoned, Chins
glven up without any fighting, a lack of systemstic resction
against the synchroniaed pressure of the commumist parties of the
whole world,

The favorite theme of these invisible forces, which, so
long as the wal was lsunched against the Axis powers, were of
an extreme intransigence, is that a third world Wer would be
oQually annoying to the victors, for there would remain only a
heap of ruins of all the things which human civilisation built
in the course of millions of years, But this concept is £y
from serving humanitarian aims, Its primery aim is to prevent the
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crystallization of a categorical eanti Soviet Russian attitude in
the western world, kvery one agrees that a third World War would
be the worst of catastrophes. PEut who is responsible for this
situation? In 1945, the Alldes still hed the opportumity, with
the aid of the leading national-socialist circles -- and this
would have been the least of evils —- to chase the Russians out
of Burope by ordering the Qerman army to take the offensive,
Germany, weakened as she was, could no longer exist as a totalitarian
power; Soviet Russia would have ceased to exiet. In 19467, an
snergetio attitude on the part of the United States would have
sufficed to make Russia see the light and retire its armies behind
4ts old frontiers. At that moment the atomic bomd inspired a
sacred terror, Why was the warning glven by Churchill men?
why was Russia granted all the facilities of time and means for
creating an atomic industry? And now, after all measurea of
foresight have been systematically neglected, it 18 proposed to
the peoples who still enjoy a certain eavironment of liberty

that they abandon their future to men without acruples whose only
aim is to see their depots filled with arms for launching the

final assault, .

Does anyone believe that by adjourning “eine die" the
uncertainties of the moment, the chances for a lasting peace are
increased?

There are only two ways of avoiding the war: either by
adritting the weakness of the West by making one concession aftier
the other to the Soviet Moloch, or by waiting for Stalidsreturn
to Christian sentiments, But in the case of this least alternative,
we are confronting the realm of miracles, where GOod alone zan give

us an answer.
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When we affirmed that the actusl conflict was primarily
an idsologlcal conflict, we neglected to state the matter in its
entirety, A soclal controversy, a philosophical or literary dis-
pute can also becoms ideological conflicts. The conflict which
today includes all the peoples of the glove has & more profound
meaning, It goes beyond the concrete history of man and enters
the realm of the religious. Apart from the interests of the
peoplss, from the impending threat to their national liberties,
this oonflict takes place on the level of metaphysical realities.
The actual nature of the struggle is rether that of settling
genersl controversiee of all known values, from the most modest,
from thos which are included in the daily life of the individual,

to sublime and divine revelations.

Communism i3 not a phemomenon which can be explained by
the method of historical analogles. To compare it to the apperi-
tion of Genghis Khan or to other devastating imperialisms sheds
no 1ightd on the subject. These comparisons are rather false signs
which are shown for the specific purpose of confusing the sepirit
of the peoples, Bolshevism is the imperialism of negation, the
imperislism of devilish forces which assall the earth, Itas
triuxph would sigmify the end of all the hopes for redsmption
which are known to history., The offensive of the East hae as
a goal the uprootal of the humen being from the protection of

divine grace,

Since the communists attack the bases of soclety, and

sinoe their war is aimed against God, the West should oppose
a

then with an equal force. Folitical men should have/complete

peture of this universal conflict. It is important not to
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forget that this time the battle will be weged for the last truths
of the world, and that the strategic magnitude of the struggle re-
Quires the participation of Christianity. Democracy sllied with
Nationalism represents an impressive force, but ons insuffieient
to cover the entire length of the front, vhich exceeds ths &=

mengions of the earth and encompasses the realms of the abeolute,

Christiamity is a coaverging point for all human ideals.
If, up to now, meh were allowod to deny 1ts blessings, and to
consider it as & private affair, today, only the revolutionary
foross which it contains can still save us. Evil is establishing
itsslf with such vehemsnce over the world, that only the sight
of the flags of Christ cen prevent the forces of darkness from
conquering the whole world, The victory of the ¥est is uncertain,
wless we do put into the fight all the reserves of energy which

our inner spirit possesses.

History is beginming to take on eschatological appearances.
Wot only the earth but the hsawvens too are preparing themselves
for the battle,

From ths Spanish battls front, where Ion Motsa went to
defend Chriat, he addressed this prayer to his compatriots:
“This hour is a difffcult cne. It is owr duty to deternins, by
the way in which we accomplish our tasks, whether the future
gensrations =- our children, our grand-children, and our great
grandchildren = will rejoice or weep on the day of the Birth of
our Lord,

"Let us not allow them to lose the blesaings which
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the Birth of the Savior has given. Let us not lecave them a country
without churches, without religious pictures, without the protece
tion of the hand of Ood, Let us mot give our children a life
without Christ (Ion Motsa, founder of the Leglonary Novemsnt,
killed during the Spanish oivil war while fighting against the
communists, (His testament).)
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CHAPTER VII

MATIONS UR SOCIAL MASSES?

In his book Democracy in America, the Frensh writer Alexis

ds Tocqueville, deciding to study the causes of the democratic
revolution, reached the conclusion that Democracy d-ld not start
with the French Revolution but that the origins of the phenomsnon
go back much farther, that they go back even to the Middls Ages,
Tha French Revolution, he says, ie an important episode, but
neither the first nor the last, According to Tooqueville, de=
mocracy is characterised by a movement for equalizetion of the
individuals within the frame of the State, by a levelling of the
social causes, and this sdvance on the part of history toward the
none-privileged cluun; started during the orusades, After the
French Revolution, this process of political and soclal levele
ing was pursued with even greater intensity, It extends in depth
within the frsmework of the nations where it came into being, but,
at the same time, it spreads by slowly but surely attracting into
its sphere of influsnce all the peoples of the world, It seems
that the movement for equalization is endowed with an irrestible

force of propagation, for nothing can stop its course,

Due to his profoundly religlous spirit, he saw in this aot
of historical lsvelling more than just an event of human dimene
sions, he considered it a divine commandment, en inspiration from
heaven showing the peoples the path which they should take,

The historical synthesis of Tocqueville has retained all of
its importance right up to our time, It is so exmct, thet it is

no longer considered as mere speculation, Not only did this
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movement toward equalization pursue its irresistible marci. since
toe time when Tooqueville formulstec hio theory, but it is ap-

proaching its saturation point.

Ever since Tocqueville, this problem has mot ceased to
preoccupy & great number of writers and thinkers. Auguste Comte,
Hegel and Nletzsche formed the earlier group (to be interested in
the problem, Ortega y Gasset, iuxley, and Jaspers, among the
noderns, analysed the tranaformations which suciety underwent
under the influsnce of the plebian spirit, and have attracted
the attention of the people as to the lack of equilibrium wnich
a too suddan rise in the historical level of the peopls might
cause, With this differencs, that now we do mot speak so much
of the vast historical panorams of ths phenomenon which was so
brilliantly presented by Tocqueville, but we study specifically
its {mmediate product, the social groups which benefited {rom
its development, It was then that the notion of the "masses"
was first used, in order to sitress the character of invasion
of the phenomenon, the appearance of the masses on the historical
scens, When Tocqueville was writing the popular contingent was
ot 80 large. But with the advent of the sscond aalf of the nminee
teenth century, the progress in technology and industrialization
increased the migration of masses froam the country to the citles,
Men deserted the villages by the hundreds in order to find work
in the new eaterprises. Technology aud capital accelersted sven
more than the French Revolution the process of the equalization of
the social classes, The word "uass” has still another meaning.
The term is borrowed from the sciences of physios, where it refers

to uniform behavior of matter, to the quantitative reaction of the
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phenomena of nature. The fact thet this term 16 used in the sociel
realn indicates that there is an anslogy of situatien. The popu~
lar masses present an ambiguous phyaiognow‘in auch the seme way
as the piysical masses do, The individuals which compose these
masses resemble each other so much in thoughts, in attitudes, in
tastes, and in pleasures, thet they seem to be a repetition of the
same psychological cliche. Each one presents an anonymous style of
1ife, -- meatality which does not belong to hdm, but to the soclal

group of which he is part,

The "multitudes" which are diaspersed in the villages and
in the hamlets cannot be called magses, A psasant belougs to a
well established social hierarchy. The world in which he lives is
& small universe, with its cust.aﬁs, its traditions and i{ts speci-
fic structure, and, in this reduced social cosmos, he represents
something; a name, a destiny, & place. Tha soclety 4in whdch he
lives is interested in him, and he, in his turn, influences the
existence of all, Transplanted to the city, this same peasant
loses his social personality and becomes an amorphous beinge
It 43 therefore necessary to differentiate between the population
of a country, with traditions which have lsated for millenia, and
the masses of a people, which came into being through the dis-~
mambering and levelling of the former, From the soul of the ine
dividual who was uprooted from his ancestral home flows, little
by little, that substance which differentiates him from others,
In turn, new influences, coming from a uniform soclety, also trans-
form into uniform beings the persons upon which they exsrt their
influence,
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Tocqueville and the above-mentioned thinkers do not waste
too much time in the realm of vure 8peculation. They also study
the same proulem from uie ethical and political point of view,
According to them it is possible to interfere eificiently in the
evolutdon of the masses to correct their disorderly memifesta-
tions, They all agree that the masses have become an important
factor in hiut.or,;", and that they can no longor be isolated or
kept at the margin of society, But these tlhinkers anxiously ask
themselves for what purpose the surplus of viiality of those people
who have bean uprooted by the appearsnce of modern technology will
be harnessed, For, the energy expended by the paoples can help
to forge & historical period whose fruitfulness would be without
equals and, to the contrery, if this energy is left to develop
QAphaurqu, 1t may declde the victory of mediocrity and the
annihilation of European culture,

A great agumber of solutions for the astual crisis of
soclety come to our minds, Only one is valid: that which is based
on realities, Ths misunderstending of these realities, their par-
tial consideration, would lead to incomplete or totally insffioieat
solutions. In our case, because the question is one of a histori~
cal fact, we must direct ourselves according to the crestive eantity
of history, according to the factor which serves as permansnt
support to its manifestations. Whet does history do? what force,
what organisnm sctivates ite springs? We are thinking about cone
crote history, the history which can be studied by our intellects,
leaving asids the question of supsrnatural intervention. The
problem consists therefore, in determing the creative factor of
history. 4nd, in order not to diverge from our point of departure,
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we must as¥ ourselves ‘f it is not the masses who hold the key-po-
sition in history, if they crc nct the cnes, who, in the final
analysis, decide the course of history? Or, if this mission is

prohibited them, toward what superior realities are we advancing?

Creat speculations were made sbout the masses, People
brought out very wall as if it were an irperfection what wes
amorphous, anonymous, and indicative of a lack of respoasitility
in their charsgter, without granting enough inportance to what
distinguishes then, to the interruptions widch oceur in their
umdform extension at certain points, There is no homogeneous
homan mass on the earth, There is no mags that could present the
sans charscteristics whether Chincse, American, African, or
Ruropean, The human product of the mass is subject at cartain
points to profound modifications which coincide with the geoe
graphical distribution of peoples, The concept of tho masses
mst therefore be reconsidered, by ssyling more specifically that
we are dealing with "nationsl® mssses, with the masces of & cere
tain people, This does not prevent us from thinking of 7ths mass"®,
with its gensral charsoteristics, es something apart from the
national particularities, without pushing ths abstraction to the
point it -vould mot coincide with realities,

The nationsl diversity of the masses can be explained by
their origin. Before becoming masses they resided in the tio-
logical and historical sphere of a nation. Thsy detached theme
selves from the inner aphere of & people, and ceme into being
marked wlth an ethnic stamp, The mssses are not autonamous
' entities, they represent e phase in the development of a peojle,
a modifiocation of the national substance, One cannot separate the
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"magst from the "nation®, for the mass ia nothing else than the
nation with a grester display of forces, The masses are cone

tinuing to play their role in history 8s vhe "national™ masses,

The masses lesd us towerd the nailors, Masses hewn of the
same stuff with no national mesning, do not exist anywhere in the
world, The "national¥ type cf humen species has not yct appeared.
We do not know of any individuals who are neither Rumanians, nor
Oresks, nor French, nor English, The type of man descrived by the
sociologist as beslonging to the mass ylelds everywhere to the type
of man who belongs to the nation. It may oe that the Germanic mass
15 in many weys very eimilar to the Gsellic mass, but, by their
way of thinking anjtheir concept of 1ife, the elements which are
darived from the nation always have the last word, At decisive
mopents, the voice which arises from the depths of a peopls will

be etronger than the apperent nihilism of the nasses,

The appearance of the masses meroly sigmifies that the
peoples have entered another phase of acnievement, that consider=
able contingents of individusls, favored by technological and ine-
dustrial potential, are awaking from their millenial ineritia. But
it 15 always & gquestion of a revolution which takes place within
s nation, The nations, and not the manses who do not control
their future, are the ones who either win or lose. In order for
the masses to exist, the natlions must pre-exist., In other periods
too, social changes occurred which affected the fate of numerous
peoples as well as vast reglons of the earthj but these changesin
turn "changed", whereas the nations which undsrwent these trans—
formations still exist today. Once feudalism embraced the whole
of Burope, The democratic revolution hed the sames gensral ree
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percussions, but neichejﬁne nor the other ol these social struce
tures represent the erd of history. "The mass" {s an equally
general social phenomena. But if the period of the masses {e be-
ginning, this does not mean that the poriod of the nations is
over, for a substitute, a second-rate phenomenon cannot replace

the principal phenomenon from which it draws ite life,

Hstory 1s the theatre of struggles, of passions and une
rests, which set one nation against amother. It is true, nevere
theless, that the environment in which the nations flourish
changes constantly under the influence of supranational values:
the great religions, the great philosophies, the grOt, sclene
tific discoveries, the great nistorical shocks, and the great
cataclysns of nature, But these factors of a spiritusl or
material nature conatitute only a zroup cf circumstances which
are outside the nationj they chenge the atmosphere, they creats
new prohlems, they demand & new attitude on their part, withcut
ever being able to teke their place, These forces act from
without, whereas the people work from within, In fact, the
great currents of idsas never addressed themselves to isolated
individuals, but to the nations, It is only after the nations
have appropriated them that the ideas are able to spread, Wwhat

are the triumphal dates in the history of the Christian church,
1f not the dates of the Christianization of the Eurcpean peoples,

The same remark can aiso spply to the great figures in
history: Alexandsr the Great, Cagsar, Napoleon, Pitt, Bismarck.
They were not great because they had more tnan the average humsn
qualities, but because they placed their eminent qualities at the
servico of their peoples, If they had pursued goals slien to those
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of their peoples, it is certain that their compatriots would not

have helped them in achieving their exceptional personslities.

Have things really changed today, as it is supposed they
have? Are the nations doomed to disappear, and are the cea-
turies to come ever to get to know these social entities? will
the joint forces of the mass and of techumology destroy the na-

tional groups and produce a unifornm type of humanity?

These dark omens are completely without basis. Leat us
reviow & few events, Is it not true that the nineteenth century,
which has been called the century of technology and the appsar-
ance of the masses, slsc so:uired the name of the “century of
nstionslities®? The unification of Germany, of Italy, of Rumanis,
of Bulgaris, of Servia, and of Greece took place during that
period. Othar psoples obtained their independence after wWorld
War Is the Poles, the Crechs, the Estonians, the Letts, snd the
Lithuanians. The National Asiatio States formed under our very
eyes: the Piilippines, Burma, Hindustan, Pakistan, Indonesia,
Lebanon, Syria and all the Arsb States, The Israelites, too, who
for twenty centuries have tried to return to their originel homes,
created a state, Do these extraordinary events not contradict all
the pessimist prophecies which were made on the subjest of the na~
tions? Cen we find here any signs of decadence?

By paraphrasing Tocqueville, who believed in the universal
propagstion of the phenomenon of equalisation, could we not also
say that the movement for the nationsl resurrection of the peoples
8180 has & universal charaoter, and seems to be guided by the hand

of Providence?

Technology also contributed to this extirsordinary flourishing
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of the national spirit. Technology, which is a factor in class
equalization, msy also be a contriouting factor in differentiation.
Without the modern possibilities of production and circulation, it
would be hard to imagine the Asiatic peoples! reaching a stage of
self-consciousnsss go rapidly. The Europeans were the ones who
offered the spiritual and material arms capable of helping them

to aoquire their independence. But in spite of the important role
of techmology in the life of modern wan, it would be absurd to
rank that factor, which appeared in the last century, of equal

importance with the nation, which has always existed.

Since astions create history, it follows that all the
modern problems concerning the State, culturs, technology, con=-
tinentel unification, and economic plans must be grouped within
the fremework of the nation, and their solution considered as an
extension of the nationsl perspective. The problem concerning
the masses 18 of the same character; it cannot be solved to the

exclusion of the existence and necessities of the nation,

It is necessary first of all to stop considering the
naspet as a calamity of our period, The appeerance of the masses
is a normal phenomenon of history. Technology only scoelerated
the rhythm of the process, by giving it a turtuleat charscter,

a character of unrest, but it is not the basis of its origin, and
does not regulate it, It is only an accident in the inevitable
movement toward the equalization of society, Even without the
brutal intervention of modern technology, the mass movement would
have occurred, since this was proscribed in the inherent order of
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the nation. The trend towsrd equalization rests upon the creative
urge of the nations, It 45 a sign of their vitelity, and & phe-
nomenon which manifests itself firmly only in Europs. It is the
Christian religion with 1t8 universal vislon which enabled the
European nations to achieve the greatest displayd forces.

Analogous rovements in Asis and in Africa only reflect the eveants

taking place in Europe.

By playing & part in the nation, the nasses are only taking
the place which was reserved for them since the dswn of history,
In fact, 1t 1s not normal for a small part of the people to decids
the future of the whole while afllions of men have o word in the
affairs of the state. The nations which are limited to that feebls
historical participstion sre in an incomplote phase of their de-
velopment., JFor the results are not the same if millions of men
work with all their strength for the bhappiness of their nation,
of if only a few citizens are conscious of their nationsl duty,
Mothing is more dssirable than to see the whole nation pmcouyyt'ei
208 with vital problems, A nation is even more powerful when ite
creative basis 18 larger, vhen a greater number of citiszens taks
an interest in its ideals and sacrifice themselves for those
1deale.

Is ot Tooqueville's movement for equalisation the re~
peated effort of the people to achieve self-knowledgs, to under-
stand and have control of themselves? The various inecidents
which occurred in that movement indicate the phases of develop-
ment in the active oconsciousness of a people. The advance of
equalization mariks a progress in the creative forces of a people,
Groups of individuals who demand the right to shape the national
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destiny bresk away successively from the zesses of men without
history, The Freach Revolution crected a great breach in the
state by allowing all of the micddle classes to participate in
its life. Technology and capitalism removed the last of the
old social tarriers and tranaformed the trend toward equali-
sation into & veritable deluge, Nevertheless, the process is
not over yet, It is going to penatrate even more deeply, until

the artifiocial differentiation between people and nation disappears

coupl.h]y .

If there is something over whkich to be alarmed, it is
oot over the appearance of the messes in history, but over the
inability of the old ruling classes to understand the signifi-
cance of this phenomenon., In the final anslysis, it was the
bourgecis and capitaliet class, which, through its demooratic
principles and its technologicel achievements forced men to
lesave their homes, This class is responsible for the de=
population of the villages. It also should have foreseen the
changes in sttitude which were bound to occur among an uprooted
population, The crisis of contemporary society is not provoked
80 much by the appearance of the masses as, in the first place,
by the backward spirit of the ruling classes, which did not
adspt the State to the new situations, To throw the responsie
bilities on the masses i3 to tranafer bhe guilt to the wrong quasrter.
The masses constitute a threat only in proportion to the failure
on the pert of the elite, The individuals who comprise these
masges have been uprooted by industrializstion. They are
passing through a critical moment in their existence, through

-/z()-




BEST AVAILABLE COPY

a period of transition, and thoy need a friendly nand to help
them resist this trial. The miasion of tae elite is to take

up the cause of the nasses, through wisdom and patience to makes
them once ore of use to the nations. The masses broke away
from the old regime which had reigned over soclety till then.
But they did not break away from the spirit of the nations and
continue to serve it under their new oconditions of life, Their
natural impulse urges them to reestsblish themselves within the
framswork of the nation., The elite who would adopt this pro-
gram would not be acting coantrary to reality, nor would they be
pretending to establish things which are opposed to the general

tendencies of the masses,

Since the old elite no longer ruspond to thess needs,
the only solution to the actual crisis lies in the appearance
of a new elite. This elite will be favored from the point
of viev of selsction, for the basis of recruitment will mow
encorpass the entire population of a country. But an elite
established itself around an ideal, It has a doctrine for its
core, There are no elite serving events. The elite has
nothing to do with groups of opportunists in political life,
The question consists, therefore, in knowing on what conoept
of life, on what doctrins the presenteday elite will take
its stand, It seems thst only a spiritusl guidsnos capable
of unifying the contradictions of our time would be sble to
attain this goal., The role of the contemporary elite (s to
mold the diffuse energies of the masses in proportion to the
pational substance which these snergies contain., An elite waich

would not respond to this appeal would itself become an expression
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of the mzuses, and 1ts intervention wo.1d have no other effect than

to aggravate the present chaos of socliety.

Only one doctrine can solve the problem of the masses in a
manner that would last and would profit all the worlds the na-
tionslist doctrine. Nationalism representa the inherent force of
& nation snd that force moves all the individusls. Each in-
dividual, no matter how obscure his existence, carries in him the
seed of the nation's destiny., Therefore, in order to obtain
nationalism, it is necessary to start by swakeaing these latent
energies, A dull people cannot be a nationalistic people. The
movement toward equalization promotes Hationalism, for, through
ita appearance the masses, which until then have led a static
1life, liberste themselves from their soc¢ial inferiority ocomplex
and direct their energies toward the higher realms of the nation,

The masses are the natursl alliee of Nationslism.

Nationaliem is as.o0ld as homnity, If, however, it
appeared only in our period as a determining factor in history,
it is because the sources of ethnical vitality acquired import-
ance only in our time, Not only were the cld class privileges
an instrument for oppressing the massea, they were also a force
hostile to the nation's development, The true history of a
psople can start only with the réalitation of their creative

potentialities,

Nationslism recognizes in the strean of the masses the
creative energies of ths nations, But it does not stay in that
prinary phase, It does not allow itself to be carried away by
the stream of the masses, It imposes & certain spiritusl discipline
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upon them, Hationalism circumvents the danzers of total eoquality
bv orovoking in the very conter cf the masses a counter movemsnt
of an anti-equalization nsture, It bresks the emorphous bloc of
tne mass down into individuals gifted with a personal concept of
1ife, and thsse individuals, throurh their constant growth, change
those pitiful characters, Nationalism dissolves the mass into
individuals and personalities. The amorphous men who compose the
nasees can becoms nationalist only at the price of a great immer
effort, In order for him to discover within himself and within
the circle which surrounds the nstion's existence, he must appeal
to the farces of intuition and contemplation., This spirfitual con-
centration wins over equslization., The individual who is in-
tensely concerned over the fate of the nation frees himself of
stereotyped patterns of thought, and his judgment aoquires a
personal acoent. A new aristocracy will coms in% bging based
exclusively on the forces of the soul, Naturally, these changes
enconpass only the spiritual lewel, for on ths political level
the democratic principles will contimue to decide the relatione
ships betwesn individuals,

The solutions most frequently posed and most welconme today
are those which propose to solve the problem of the masses without
the nsation's participation, After World Wer II, Nstionalism was
not only vanquished on the political level, but banished from the
level of speculative thought. A kind of prejudice which eliminates
this concept from intellecturl circulation imposed itself. Yet,
to avoid Nationaliem is to avoid the nation, the primary reality
of history, the seat of the creative energies of humanity, That
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is why, all the solutions which apply directly to the masses while
{gnoring the sxistence of the national reality are based on falme
premises, They could hardly make the masses more noble, or
differentiate them, They would only aggravate the situation by

amalgating them even more,

Socialism and the non-Nationalistic Furopean States are
two conospts which are fighting to obtein public favor, They
also tend to erase the ethnic diversity of the masses, a diversity
wvhich 18 tis very source of their opportunity to renew thamselves,
We do not ses what spiritual progress can be made if the nationalist
masses of Europe should become an amorphous bhloc of h0OO to 500
million souls. Will the sverage man, of shom the masses are com-
posed, be abls to improve his spiritual self if he is uprooted
from the framswork of the nation and absorbed into a nsnmeless
nultitude? On the contrary, thie manner of hurling him into
boundless socisl space is the same thiing as depriving him of
all the morel support of his conscience., Socisliem and the non~
nationalistic state are attacking the last barriers which hold

back the pressure of the masses,

Individoal liberty itself, considered by Tocqueville as the
only factor which can keep the total levelling of society from
ooming about, @annot very well change the cruds appearance of the
massos 1f it does mot ally itself with Nationaliem, External
pelitical and eocial liberty is not an indspendent valus tut
the epiphenomenon of & fundamental condition of the soul, The
need for external liberty is felt when the creative forces of the
individual are in effervescence. Then, anything coming l‘.1'x~m:| withe
out which impedes the creative energy of the individual is blamed
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upon lack of freedom. Creation is the support of freedom. If

man lacked creative impulse, or if that impulse in him were killed
through fear, he would not fight for external freedom, This nmeans
that it 1s not enough to create and maintein an enviromsent of po-
1itical liberty in a country, if, at the sane tine, that country
lacks the proper environment for creative instincts. Bxternal
freedom in itself remains a bilz question mark, for the most part

a favorable supposition if not accompanied by imner liberty, if
the individual is not encouraged to fulfill the social framework

of freedon,

Thers 18 technological creation and cultural creation,
Technologlcal production offers products in series which can be
#0ld and transmitted to other countries, Culture is the oppoeite
of this tmitation, of this transplantation of the values of one
country to anmother, 1u alwaye bears & nationalist character, and
its diaai‘axihnt.ion smong other peoples does not play aistimulat’.ag
role, The individusl who wishes to shine in the cultural realm
mst follow the same road: always use the specific emergy of the
culture, which emanates from within the nation., To be a cul-
tured man moans first of all to master the spiritual coordinates
of the nation, Individual liberty is inseparsbly bound to
creativensss, and creativensss of a superior order, i,e., culture

is inseparably bound to Nationslisu,

The opinions that we hawe just expressed may give rise to
the idea or opinion that we see danger in the movements for the
federelization of Europs, We are not fighting against the princi-

ple of such a umlon, Bumanity will have taken a decisive step on
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Lne day the nations cease o tear each ovner apart and instead
spend all their energi s for constructive purposes, But tae
hopes which people place on the anld,\%eneut of auch a European
Union depend, in the first place, on the moderation which is
practiced in applying this principle. A united Europe is not
& revolutionary end, 1f, by revolution, we mean a certain
spiritual transformation of man, The fact that the masses will
be able to airculate freely {rom one end of the Continent to
the other will in no way improve their way of thinking. Why
attribute to this Union virtues which it does not possges?

In what way would the actual crisis be alleviated? A united
Europe would merely represent a framework, a lsrger political
sphere, which, in order to becoms productive, would have to be

inspired with an ideological coatent,

There is a positive 1limit to the concept of umification,
and when it surpasees this limit it becomes & handicap. The
present-day federalist movements desire an organic reconstruc-
tion of Europe, that is to say, they wish to build a nsw building
with the oonsent of the peoples and no! by an act of force, as
was the case with Napoleon, Hitler, and, in our time, Stalin.
This fact shows that they recognize implicitly the existence
and individuality of the natione: and, as a result, all the
programs shich they elaborate must be inspired by this basic
truth. The fundamental criterion which must guide the federalist
movements - as they themselves admit -~ 185 respect for the
integrity and specific needs of each nstion, A fedsration of the
European States canmot heve as {ts aim the destruction of the
nationd bases, but their preservation from the mortal danger which

threstens them because of modern means of destruction,
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If “he federalist ~ovement zgrees on building EFurope on
the basis of thne free union of peoples, it is inadmissible that
tendencius contrary to that principle will appeer at the core
cf that movement, tendencies which would tend to sacrifice the
nationalist existence for abstract formulss., One of thoee idsas
which lacks all sense of reality is thet which proposes that the
Europe of tomorrow might be tuilt by taldng the United States asg
a model, It would be built in the same way cs the new continent,
where the gmall States grouped themselves under 2 central ade
mimatration, Our fedcralists forget one basic facts the United
States represents one single nation, and the federal State which
was proclaimed at Washington is the expression of the ethnic
unity which was based on anclent Anglo-Saxon traditions, The
sngll Statqs which agreed to become members of a greater state,
representec. the local particularities of the same nation. Let
us taks another example: the German States which existed before
Blemarck ware political systems which appeared within the same
nation and they gravitated within the orbit of e greater atatas,
capable of encompassing the whole of the Oermanic nation. In
Burope, things are otherwise. Within its confines are a mil-
titude of nations, Each State covers the sphere of existence
of ons eingle peopls, European unification cannot be sccomplished
the way it was in Amwerica. In Europe we amust, rather, prodsed
erpirically from the particular cass to the particulsr case, by
starting with unities and regional interests, and by avoiding
formulae too general which are borrowed,

A Burvpe which would unify {tself hastily because of over-

enthusiaam, without taking into account the perpetual unrest of the
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Hationalist spirit, would essily <uil 418 Cuu wroet, And if an

oulside pation took upon itselfl thu itz6k of establisaing order

on the European coatinant, this would te & repetition of ine same
stareotyped political siiuation innherlted from Hapoleon and Hitler,
and the same results would e obleired, That power would have to
make iiself the gusrdien of order without the consent of the
peoples, and its sccomplishments would 173t &s long a8 it was

capable of meintaining that order by force,

In the realm of unificstion aleo, Hationalism reestabliskLes
a clear comprehension of things, It disposes of tamnv grest possi-
bilitdes of actions on ons hand, it conserves and fortifies the
souldl of the nations; on the other, it creates an atrosphere of
reciprocal understanding snd good relations between peoples. This
spirit of fraternization is wihat makes it possible to have a union
of National States, znd what guarantees the feasibility of this
new political formation. Nationslism prepares the minds of the
peoples for what Federalisn wishes to accomplish. From the
national level to the international level, the transition:takes
place without difficulty because the nation's spiritual contemplation
also purifies their reciprocal reletionshipe. Bvery nation which
has reached an enlightened phase in itas history sees in the
existence of other peoples a mirscle, and considers the creations
of these peoples a divine gift in which the wiole of humanity

should rejoice,

END
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