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ECOPY

A WORD OF EXPLANATION

The following pages were conceived and in large part writtem
in the Bachsenhsusen camp. After my liberztion in the Fall of 1944
I revised them and delivered them to a friend who had come from
Spain in order that he preserve them and publish them if the
opporunity should arise. In the msantime my ideas grew until
I bad sufficient materizl for a longer work esmbracing the satire
field of legionaire doctrine. However, since the publication of
such a collection of writings involves great difficulties, I
decided to publish the first chepter, JThe New Man. This chapter
was prepared in Sechsenhausen. Its separate appesrance can be
Justified by the fact that it is a generzl presentation of the
legionsirs doctrina.

This is not a propeganda work, but belongs rather within the
sphere of political expression. It is first of all addressed to
our intimate friends in recognition of the trials and tribulations
of thedr souls and of the souls of those who are no longer with us.
Other Rumanians will be interested in our ideology, in the experience
of a generation, in the elements useful and necessary for the
spiritual rebuilding of the Rumanians of tomorrow without whoa
material and cultwral reconstruction is impossible. We belleve
that only through combined good will can -the future of Rwaenie
be assured. We believe that those who do not contribute to this
work of reconstruction of our country after tbe catacfyss which
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devastated it are not merely conmitting a simple political mistske,
bnt-;Sl;’q are guilty of apostasy toward the people.

30 Agvember 1949.
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THE NEW MAN

An anslysis of the continually chenging external characteristics
of a politicel organiss does not suffice to give a knowledge and
appreciation of its true naturs. It is necessary to pemnetrate
beyond this surface sope of variability to the internal manifestation,
to the stable characteristics. The attitudes of a party or
political movement cennot remain stutiocuary snd therefors a continuocus
orientation is i.cuury to follow the constant changes which occwr
in the field of socisl realities and in human lesdership. lbnvu',.
smong these chenging political conditions there exist viluss, ideas
and motivations of a peraanent charscter and which arise insofar as
the resistance of opposing forces permit. An explanation of this
intimate pdeclogicel framework permits us to wnderstand the proper
interpreytation of a politicsl phenomenan.

We must apply these two criteria to the legionaire sovement.
Valid informsticn on this sovement can oAly be obtained through
recogition of legionaire principles. In our present study we
cannot consider these two values to be on the same plane. We sust
di.tfmthf;c between the values which constitute the spiritual
content of the movement and those which represent the superficial
political phenomena imposed by the force of circumstances. However,
eleasnts of the second category are not witliout some upinmcg.
ﬁl the study of the political activity of the legion. “IRTITWTROw
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Wlut e n@- sxamination of these elements cannot lead to

broed results, for the political activity of the legion is more than

a superficial activity, it is the exprsssion of & continuous effort

to achieve lw ideals and to give form to the concepts existing
in the legionaire soul. Only by an overall study of the movement

is it possible to follow its political lins, to avoid false conclusions
and to reach a reelistic Ju;Iont on its pest activity.

The fundsmestal purpose of the legionaire doctrine is the creation
oflwnn;:-hondatotlxmhn society, a man who will be the
cornerstone of a great spiritual transformstion in the life of our
people. This herotc individual will be eatrusted with the mission of
awakening the dormant energles of the people, the alleviation of the
sufferings of the nation, and the restoration of national honor end
greatness. All attsmpts to improve the lot of our pecple—movements,
parties, currents of opinion, programs, doctrines, forms of state—
which ignore the reality of the lnman soul, are powerless in the
face of the grave nationsl problens which face us and can only multiply
the disappointments and increass the distrust of the forces of the
nation. -m.‘;""&,. every aide,'Comoli;x;drum says anxiously,
beosuse evil, misery, ruln comef to us from the soul. The soul must
be’pﬂ.ncipll concern tqdgx The soul of the mamdu.{m the soul
of the multitude.” (Corneliu Codresnu, Carticics Sefului de Cuid
Cllotobook of & Section Chief), page 111). In his leading book
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Lerionerl [- Por Lomionsives] he wepssts with
and forece that ,"This couniry is perishing for lsck of men, not for
lack of programs. That is our opinion. Therefore, it is oot
necessary to create programs, but men, new nen...tnf:dg: cornerstone
2 wihich the Legion is based is the man, not the political

‘program. The reformstion of the man, not of 3um political programs.
(Cornelin 2. mm‘m:f";ﬂ. 285,286) The words of
Corneliu “odreanu on the legionaire movenent do not apply to the
sphere of politicel rivalry, but to the human soul. The movement

can only redlize its politicel obizctives in proporticn ss the

®new man® coanquers over ths old in each one of us, and the enlightemment
produced in our souls spreads to all branbhes of national life.

The legionaire movement is more than a political movement. It fulfills
a high educationnl function in the life of our peopls,®it has a

great many charscteristics of a great spiritual scbocl®(C.Z.C.,
Carticica Sefulul de Cuib, page 111)"which no man can enter without
becoxing e hero.” (C.Z.C. Carticica Sefului de Culd, page 86.)

The school of the new man® 4is in operation wherever legionaire
activity exiets. ALl activities of ths legion, participetion in any
legionaire struggles furnishes proof of the powers of the soul.
Political successes or failures are transitory, but the victories of
the soul are permanent and remain a logacy to the pecple. Of mmek
greater value than a conguest or l/:’::;;r, are the resctions of the
hunan conscience upon the emergence of a glorious figure in times of

great stress. For this figurs shows that the fight has not been in
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vain and that the fruiv nas uvi sk T sivm ip Eriuriaz.

What does the concept of the new man represent? In what directipn
does legionaire sducation develope the new Rumanian ? Is the new
man sx phenomencn mu- before encountered Whﬁi:wm of our
people? 3mmx Is the consequence of the leglonaire movement ths
crestion of a type of Rumanian comphetely separated froa the past
:“ﬁt/::h:sut of the struggles of the future? This presupposition
would be & complete contrsdiction of the legionaire concept, for
the new man who symbolizes the legion is none other tban the
"Christian man* of Rumanisn history. He was announced to the world
2,000 years ago as the son of God on earth. Two milleniums bave

N N e l\. | "\ 2 . '.-‘.~..G.~L
passed but wmt s}ﬁ’?&l freshness, what crgnt.ivc‘lchr ofutire
. A A A AL 4 LO'G—
- of regolutionary adventurs, %be glow of

a}%&é " The new msn is the dramstic manifestetion of a gensrution
whose increasing awareness of soul stimulstes it to approsch God,
to dlacover the road which lesds to Him, 5o Batter how difficult
it may be, to retrace its steps to the fundamental truths of life ,
to the resurrection of the eternal virtuss of the buman sou.,
according to the sxample snd the teachings of the Saviowr. This
Christien direction in the creation of the new mun wag impressed
upon the legion from the very first hour of its existence. The




busis of legionaire life was formulated by Corneliu lodresnu in
Sour Sundaschves paupULLWAONG, OL WaiCh Lae 0OST importent was the
beliéf in'God. ™ We all believed in God. There was not an atheist
amang us. Our most ardent wish was to raise ourselves necrer to God
to bring ourselves closer to our dead and to our people. This
wish gave us an invincible ponx;‘—a.’shining purity 1;:1':: face of all
trials and tribulationa. (C.2.C.P.L.. page 281) Ion sota has
. axplained the Christian content of the movement in the first
mmber of the peﬂ.odiéd Pamsntul Stramosesc @-nd of our Ancastoxj),
organ of information and doctrine of the new political groups. EHe
wrote an article eatitled,”The Portrait®. ™ The dariness of suffering
will never be able to crystellise a focus of saving light. #hat we
seek and desire in all of our being is the light, the adoption within
ug of the life snd will of God: the life of truth, right, virtue...
I am the road, the truth, the life...thet is the meaning of the
word of Jesus. Therefore through him, the Lord, through his gruce
we welcome the spark of life by l"hich our people will redeem itself..."
(Ion Kots, Cranit de lemn Wo?' = , page 20). Although these
lines were writtem during his yesrs of youthful struggle they ure
illuminated by great resolution and they reveal a vigorous Christisn
oon-c}onco, full of the feeling of responsibility. The Christian
dootrine upon which Ion Mota seeks to base the entire legiopaire
sdifice is not inseparably bound to/Riucixtdascikyx church doctrine
asa whole. He seeks out principles which may be shocking to church
doctx':lm but which constitute the most profound end the most
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consistent elements of the life of the Saviour. “Whet is the
measure of our “hristisnity,” asks ion Nota in a leter urticle
written on the occusion of Christmas 1936, during the time of yeur
when men are most filled with religious fervor," after we know
that our souls have apiroached the Lord? ...the answer cen mmxxx
onJ,y/: inquiry on respected forms and lews, a technical examination
of the most external manifestations of Christian doctrine: hove you
stolen, huve you cone wrong, heve you respected the eommu
in your relations with your fellow man? We will be asked if
there was eny living soul in us; we will be wsked what dissolutions
of the soul have taken place in us; whut reconstructions of the
spirit thrw;h sucrifice and metemorpbosis of life.celdeingyeitving
RGP TSR It  Woat x victory m

we
have/cchieved over the buraens of man wnich permit us to feel the
approach of the Saviour who was born todsy? The measure of the
reswrrection of our spirit, the meusure of the Christienity of our
lives is personal sacrifice, without restruint, with lo¥e and
urdent enthusiusm...sacrifice is the measure of ocur Christisnity.®
(Ion Wota, ura:n:li de lemn, peges ::'9-i.07). The ae. aun dercrited by
Cepiten us the "cormerstone of the Legion" csn only be bera ahsre
the Christicn apirit'. has existea in its purest form. Oaly as a
result of this process of the Christianization of the spirit can
the heroic fualities of the new 3an be develoyed and placed :;\-t.he
sorvice of the people. His nationa) cheructeristics ere inseparuble
from his Christien being und teke root in tae soul only mccording
to the degree of assimiletion of Christian enlightenment. oo Y
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According to Corneiiu Lodresnu, the legionuise &use ¢ "o wx lo

whon al)l the potentiale of hunan grendeur which God hus implented

in the blood of our people have besn developed to &« mpximum. Tha

most beautifu! qualities of the soul, the most superd product of

our ruce, the highest, most rightdous, wost mighty, most intelligent,
most pure, most diligepy, and most hervic—thst is shut the legionaire
school must give w! This hero, this legioouire of cournge,
diligence, rigt;thmus, with the powers of God firmly rooted

in his soul, will leud our people elong its grentest rosds.®

(C.z.C.P.L., page 286,287.)

The legionaire methos xs envicioned by Capiten reguires
spiritual transformstions snd harmonies which are so difficult
to attain tbut only a very small number can ever reach the finul
step. “ot every inaividuel who takes hiSpluce in the renks of the
movement cen tutomaticsliy become imbued with its spirit. 'fhe
legionaire movement ir en wspiration tossrd perfection. the lepicneire
ody otteins true life in yrogortion re he jrogresses toward spiritwml
garfection. When the lsgiaarire whe hes ttteined s perfection
can exert & broed influancs ur the Humenisn people, then this movement
will essume the proporticns of e greut spiritual revolution. 1his
splritus)l trineform-tion cf vn eatire ;es;le would plve = nev
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nistory in two, und lay the foundutions of another Humeanian

history.* (C.2.C.P.L., pcge 287.) The rouder who is not familiar
with the legicnaire doctrine will, by an examinstion of the
individual meanings of these ideas, reslize that Corneliu
Cocrsunu ms aot wish to bresk completely with the past higtory
of our country. I have shown the true significance of the coucept
oftbo'nnﬁn'ﬂthtbos;dofthogcstimqyofcapim-nd
dotu. It is a shuking up of wll the creative cncrgﬁu of our
people with the aid of the grextest spiritual force known to man,
Christisn resurrection. The new era xnich Capitan foresees in
Rumanian history will bring glory und besuty. The Christian
valiuss present in the conscience of our people from the earliest
beginnings are disrupted by the scepticisa of our time. But they
will reglster an unexpoctsd. rise. They will enlighten thousands
and thousands of Rumsnian souls snd will thus bring to life the
vary foundations of the natioa. With the uid of divine gruce

the people will become conscicus of the powers * sown by God

with his blood® and of the puth which its destiny must henceforth
follow.

In my explanations of the Christimn basis of the legionaire
doctrine I have been nput;ﬁly accused by our adversaries of
seeking to establish a religious movement which will differ very
1ittle from other ecclesiastical currents, sects, and movements,
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J& anyone who 1is willing to spprosch the problea impartially

can be convinced without difficulty of the error of UALS Bccusuisuu.
The legionaire movement does not lead to the regeneration of
Unristianity, but to the recoustruction of tha nation. 1t does not
seek to create a new Christian, but a new Rumsnian. Both the
doctrinaire and spiritual aspects of Christianity bave bsen spread
anong men by the Church of Christ. The Church is the instrument
by which the 4ord propagates his spiritusl legscy. The creation

of the Rumanian soul, the restoration oft.boradi.mtfigmofthe
"Christian man" in us, procedss from this intangible rnl.ity.*(l)
Logimhn/:;ut:. mission of redeaption of the Church of Christ.
Taey recognise and participste in its mysteries and defend it with
their blood. The leglonaire mowement bus adopted Christian
spiritual values as a basis for the appreciation of political
reslities, Just as other politicsl organisas have had recourse to
other types of ideals;;enlightened philosophy, Murxism, racisa,
estc. But its scope does not go beyond that of the other Rumanien
parties. It considers itself to be in the service of the Rumenien
pecple. Its gosl ia to assure the Rumanian people the best
possible conditione for historical developaent. egionaire

>‘L) In the original bylaws of our organisstion we read the following:
*...%e believe in a pew Rumanls which is to follow the way of the
Church of Christ...* ( C.Z.C., Carticica Sefului de Cuid, pege 73).
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rovenment is different in this one respect thut it wighes to
naiutain the puri.ty of the national ideaul snd to protect the

FOUPLU LIVE WIUVUE AMLLUNGUEE LUCOUEO IGgiiOuBd  LUGKS walch
represent the basic truthsof life The religious idea includas
within itself the national ides. Religion implants itself within
the souls of the people and defends them from impurities. There
can be no better nor more productive road to success than tbat
taken by ouwr Lord. "The basic truths of reveflation,”™ answers

Ion Mota," are the elements which can lead to & huvan of refuge

on earth.® (Ion Mots, Cranii de “emm, puge 62). The husan mind

has a oonsiderable rvle in the organizstion of societies, in the
creation of solutions of problems encountered in a primitive state
of pature. But if the spiritual bases sre removed the solutions
Rsy be mistaken oaes. :e"xt;a;mzm bases do extst which
are capable of correcting the del/‘}acienciu of human wisdom,® there
remains to us one solid basis for general orientation of the
activities of 1ife, one possible solution for the problems which
may arise at any moment ir history. This general solution is our
conformity with the eternal teachings of Chriet...” (Ion. ilota, Cranii
de Lemn, puge 79-80). -

If the new man is only concerned with the problems of the
moul and has no interest beyond personal redeoption the legionzire
movement will c-yshn"u into & powerful current for the
regeneration of our ;fnoplo. It will bave & prolonged effect in

1
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conscience, but that he embrace the vast domein of nationsl society.
The bero produced by the legionaire school strives for the
transformation of the nation on the bazis of the model which he has
in his soul He seeks to creute a high social order waich corresponds
more closely to hie spiritual aspirutions. The legionzire is not
only a hero in & moral sense, that is to say, permanently occupied
with the discovery and correction pf his own cefects, but, ® a hero
in a warlike sense since hs engages in struggle, hero in e social
sense, incapable of exploiting others after victory, a bhero of
lebor, glant creator in the tasks of his country." (C.2.C.,Carticica
Sefulul de Cuib, pege 65.) But in following the legionsire in his
social sctivity we must not loose sight of the spiritusl substance
of bhis personality. We must not judge him by his external conduct, but
according to the purity of the soul from which his actions emsnats.
The spiritual school fd”the mew men is not merely a kind of preparttory
coursdfor politicsl activity or for the training of persomnel, but
. uovesent vhich eaphugizes the incessant ctrivings of the soul to.
surpass its prcvioua attuinaents, to cunquer inferior impulges, to
devote itself to the most noble enterprises. From thls imminent
reality originate uil acts of 1ife, ull preoccupetions with the
existence of the nation. This process is & kind of projection
of the invisible world into the visible world. Politicel, social,
economic, cultural activities are merely surface manifeststionsy
-15-
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evidence of the extension of the soul intn the sxternsl world.
The legionaire movement will imprint iuseil upon Rumeuiun
soclsty by a coascious lewaership which recoguizes the spiritunl
factors in the organization of all phases of the life of the
people. But the lsgionairs spirit 1s not of philosophical origia.
It 18 firaly anchored in the teuchings of the church. The
Christian principles upon which the educution of the new man is
based are used as a basis for the revival of the nation. The
legionaire movenment proclaims the necessity of brix‘unz forth
thess religious principles from their present exile and their
application to ths political, econouic, snd soclsl lifs of today,
which, heretofore have been governed exclusively by the forces

of interest.

7

We do not deny the ex.ist.enca of and legitimacy of individual &nd
-16-




coilective interests widch arise froa human necessities, but we

denv the shility of interest to disciiline 1tself, to establish
reasonable limits, to mchieve politicul, scvncaic, and social
harmony. Interest is a reslity, but it only represeats a raw
meterial, a first step in the gocial order, a dangerous force
wilch was raised by man to the rank of undisputed arbiter of his
destiny. "We do not and will not deny the existence of matter in
the world,” writes Corneliu Codreanu (Pentru Legionari, page 278), but
we deny mnd «lWAYS will deny its absolute right of mastery."

The rights of interest are unanimously recognised, but they
may be transformed into a perpetual abuse, into an evil force
which threatens and ruins sll bumanity. Since interest is the
insatisble expression of human needs it tends to unlimited expension,
to a coutinuous monopoly of goods, prestige, strength and plessures.
It will never be possible to fix a proper boundary betwesn well —
moderated interest and its degenerate derivatives, because buman
needs creste passions which cunnot be checked, Interest has an
innate tendency toward amarchy. Its sggressive and wscrupulies
actions spars not even the most sacred laws of nn. but create
suffering, iniquity, snd snepies everywhere. When one h;t.eru't
pushu'mother sside, the weaker sseks to reconqusr in another
dire;u.on ‘and thus becomes a dc_vtsuunz -force which spresds t;hrough
the on'tiro social mess. Interssts only oooperate to serve their
own purposes and thus their unions are weuk and of short duration.
Groups of interests and intevested perzons combat each other every-

.
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where und thus spread their rivalries throughout soclety.

“:t.ernt is & coastant source of human coufiici wud wagody.
mre"vu‘ its cruel tyranny hes tsiken hold the peice of society
cuso; and the creutive energy of the individuel is cut off. The
prosperity waich is dcnlopofl under the reign of interest is au
artificial one. Beneath the false front is hidden wide discontent
which breeds econocmic crisis, revolution, and war. Lornelin
Codreanu “védsessw wnderstaads the insstiable end cunning neture of
interest and places the legiobaire movement in a stats of permanent

watchfulness against it.

*
* *

The ability of love, ths true regulating elemeant of social,
politicdal, and oc;mnuc 1life, to wmify divergent mman conditions
is the source of its peculiar stregth, a strangth fundamentally
different from the forces employed Yy interest. Today,when interest
is centered upon individual circumstance, love is moving in the
opposite direction toward society. Lofe offers its services and
all that it hap in the service of virtus, and it asks no payment.
Love can be compared to a river of good will. It is the mxst
perfect means of fulfilling the greatest viriety of individual end
collective interests.

Do we seen Ut.ophn when we place love in the role of principal
counsellor of politicians? If we take such a statement for granted
it 1s because Christianity, too, hus its roois firmly founded in a
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Utopia. The teuchings of Churist were revealed to men in order that
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prosupposes the implicit recoguition of universal values, of the
principles established by Him, of the pswers of his tesuchings to

golve the most complicated and appsrestly hopeless individusl and
collective problems. The role of Christianity is to embrace and

give direction to all fiilds of human activity since,” every moment

of the life of man is dominated by the forces and laws of God."

(Ion Hote, Cranii de lemn, page 80.) The concept of the double

11fe of man, 1n two geparate spheres of existeacs, the body and the
soul, cannot satisfy a Christian. By this double standard man would
be plous snd pray for the salvation of bis soul while in church, but
would reccunce all feeling of piety and swestness the moment he
resused contact with the world. The life of the Christian of today
is pot bused upon an intellectunl compromise between the needs of the
body und the needs of the soul. How could any coaprowise be reached
between the spirit of hurmony of the soul and the spirit of batred

in the material world? These are two dimmetrically opposed tendencies
which exclude sach other in cvery phase of 1ife. The “nristisn

man cannot make peace with the warped man of interest. One or the
other is called upon to determine ouwr conduct, but never both. If:
each of us 1s afraid to exanine his own fuults &nd deformities, then
we exist in two purts. ."o are reully two beings who cannot endure cane
another. "The individual of today," affirms Ion Mota (Cranii de lemn, .

-19-




page 49.) Has a soul which is lost and disordered in comparison to
the trus Uhristisn soul sgmitved vu iiis o7 Lhs Zusd...”

What are the consequences of vl:so false 1ives? Does the
spiritual disfiguration to which we stubbornly subjugate ourselves
beve some salutary effect on the life of the individual or upon
the 1ife of society? Do we pluck some small advantage to the socinl
order from this condition? ‘Havo we corrupted the soul but saved
history? We can read the answer to théscquestionsin the hardened
faces of men, in the bitter experience of their lives. The expiation
of the evil which results from the compromiss of our conscieace is
ot postponed, but begins at the very moment of its occx:\'x,‘ence. Man
doss not enjoy immunity in the course of history. He cannot free
himself from the barsh consequences of & life full of errors. The
inherent justice of history is a reality, but its effect cannot be
felt immediately snd only becomes apparent after s long interval of
time. This imperceptible and implacable censure of buman events is
sxercised both in the life of the individual and the group. 4¢ is
impossible to draw a line of demarcatioa between the responsidility
of tlﬁ individual and the acts of the group. The individusl
functions as a component of the group and thus fulfills a double role
in buman activity. "You give an account of all aisfortunes, tragedies,
and disasters thch occur in the life of the individual, of the
family, of soclety, and of course of the state, the proper consequence
of this morel disorder.® (Ion Mota, Cranii de lemn, page 50.)




The destiny of » people is not a blind force which is achieved

LY DUPRL LML GUU ALUGEL GRAGWAL WA ULD.  Abd AMMLYAUGELD Wi GBS
socliety participate in the crestion of human destiny. lunion'%f
lives give form to the life of » pecpls.

The history of a psople is a daily labor. "e oursalves do not
forge destiny by positive or negstive ensrgies whichk esmanate from
our actions. Mernal justice directs the sewl of men toward the

roud to grectness or decadence.

The anomsly of man's position does not prejudice his personal
1ife, lmt~ uwdernines the foundations of the people and of all humanity.
The interwsuving of the destiny of the individual and of soclety is
complete since any distyubance of this barmony contributes to the
unraveling of the entire socisl structure. The happiness of en
individuel who through his actions weakens nnf.ionsl solidarity is
problematical, but the evils which his actions produce upon society
are sure. This kind of man who is completely subjugated to the demon
of interest is the principle instrument of the decomposition of the
people. He 15 not a modern phenomenon, but an old scquaintance from
history. "vnder his domination nations have perished and stutes have
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fullen," asserts Corneliu Codresnu. “If this type of man continues
T2 Lz Lide UML) Wo nRuuaulial PpUOPLE WlLili CLOS® TheEir eyes
forever and Rumeniz will sink despite the glittering programs for
hpu-onnnt...‘

Of course tnisz does not apply equally to to all individuals
of which a peoprle is composed. Thore exist gradations azong then
parallel to the position which the person occuples in tbe soclal
hierarchy.

The tragedy of these crucified lives which find themselves
sternally betwesn two extreass ia the dully consent which they
find in thedr eonscicnca/vhich we find in our own conscience.
Because everything that we do seems quite mormul, because the
incompetibility of these two positions is small oo the individual
leval, because we easily ignors the cheotic course of our lifes
which we recognize in our lucid moments, we cannot feel clearly
enough our mission to right the evils of the world. The
senaitivity of the spirit has sunk so low that we cen no louger
discern the sbyss which seperates the two categories of reulity end
we imagine thut we can serve them both alike. On the one hand we

believe in 2 higher order than that offered by the senses, in an

eapire of eternal love, but on the other hand we fall into the

idolatry of interest, trensforming a necessity of life into an end

in itself, Such « life can never huve & huppy euding. Fulse

situstions camnot eadure for very long, for the conscience of man
exposes deceitful appeurunce. Truth cests ecide the coverings of deceit.
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How frugile is tids iusincere sna aisicy:ri sttituie tuwurd
ouar own goul., This only prover to us the crigls wnlic! todsy ruveges
ali hugenity. The Fuagnictn people nts not been the ou.y onw to
stray from the true psth of life., "Tkis problem, the moet important
in our lives todamy, exists in u1l countries in different forms, but
essentially the sume.® (Ion sots, Crunii de lemu, jrge 62.)
“e can ao lmer yuestion its cevastating effect, becsuse we feed -
it in our blood wnd in our fiesh. It i = univarsul cry of pain
roised agui.n‘st. the stete of uhe wordd. «1l1 hudonity weurs the shirt
of Hessus. The inevituble ena will ie the apoculypse. Wnerevar we
£o we eacounter -insocnr‘.t.y sno tirsuts. The husa being wonders
with & torturad hesrt if the rova tskem by humuaity in its heudlong
flight 4s the true road, or if it cennot eua in a Qorlu catusurophe
fron one day to the next. Tais fear, tnis suspense lscd to the
discovery of +the rsal truths conceruning the present crisis. Humanity
has created in modern times things waich past generations could aot
sven picture in their wildest drenms. The grext conyuesis in the
field of science and technology have revolutionirzed man's meaner of
living and have opened wnlimited horizons to his thirst for lknowledge
and achievement. But all this amezing progress has been of service
to the soul. It has not contridbuted to the emnoblement of the huwsan
being. On the contrary it hes cestroyed the grecter part of his
spiritual power. The budan species has the ability to wru't -}
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the secrets of nature from her, but &t lucks the wisdom to epply
theee sscrets in hrrmony with its own spiritual luws. The
extraordinury discovaries and inventions have escaped from unuer the
control of man and huve tuken possession of the baser elements uf

his soul: interests, szbitions, the thirst for glory u‘nd doninstion.
Thus they have turned against zan's spiritunl natnre end become
instrunents of oppn/sf{on against him. MAﬁm\!ﬁd us of the
culture of the soul and has substituted a false and perverted
culture conducive to the destruction of the soul.® (Ion Wots,

Cranii de lean, page 247.) Instead of achieving victory over nature
@an has been driven to greuter depsndence upon the laws of God und
to the recogaition that the technical marvels which he has discovered
are the product of the divine sperk uithin hi.p dis materialisa ig
not & striviag tovuu-d hum, bat pursui.t of the eleaents which

separate him froa the emupire of the spirit.
The nakedness in which the soul wer lert after.the sepe.x» tion

- of man {rom his spiritusl bases has pmitteu tho int.rusion of
negative energies whose presence is nnnitostod b;( t:hh most vuried
forms: the exploitation of man by men in the cruel struggle for
worldly supremacy. The fever which hu affected all pnoi:los, the
crises which wrack bhumanity are merely the symptoms of the profowundness
of the &iuil which has occured within the human spirit. "The

positivists ot"bodny, or rather those who claim to be positivits,
bave lost their moral rudder.” That is the diagnosis of Ion dote

on the present crisis. (Ion Motu, Cranii de lem, page 62.) The.
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naterial disorders of the world ure directly resultant from the
disorders of the smul. The objection cun be reised thut other
periods of h_istox'_ylln been ufflicted by political, socisl, and
econocmic disorder, but that philosophies und theologiss huve wlways
arisen to explain them, und thus asnkind has lucmdqd in triuaphing
over its o nano;u- and in returning to a normal existence.
This objection would be correct if we were now faced by a lizited
crisis which affected only certuin peoples and certain sectors of
" social life. But the present crisis is characterized by its:
coapact force and universal occursace. It is not mersly s people,
« social class, an institution which suffers, but all humanity. It
is not the existence of the crisis which causes alarm, but ihe

intensity snd proportion. It 1s not m single evil which torments

us but an avalanche of evil., MNot ome catastrophe has occmi:d but

a serles of catastrophes. We do not hear an isolated groan, btut

generul lameatation. It is not u cry of hatred,but u stomm of
blind fury. These grave symptoms canaot be ascribed to s passing
pbenomenon, but indicate a structursl crisis wheh affects the fate
of lmanity. It is an era of decadence, Dot merely a stuge.

Humanity is rapidly spprosching the culminating point of the
enli;hbmént which began in Euroj.e a few centuries ago and which
hes since spread tiroughout the globe. It looks mot only upon the
trisals and tribulations of the present, but upon the periods of
rise and fall which it.has experienced ip its milleniwms of existence.
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If this process of the diseolution of the soul is not interrupted

by & collective effort , an epic deed of grest heroism and disinterest,

nothing will stop the destiny of man irom foliovwiug iis asceiidwl

r
path of unlimited power. Ijiven by the continuous demenus of desire

and instinct, insatisble forces which never allow him & moments rest,

by vicious interests, wen .will extinguish the remaining vestiges
of his spirit. This complete obliteration of the conscience will
briu.hh to & degree of debusement which will trunsform all
existence into a vale of tears, sn inferno of suffering, death,
cruelty, snd cowardliness. Mot & single ray of hope will remain.
There will not be snough virtue left in the soul to permit
coaplete recovery. Then tho finul collaborution between God
and man will tuke place upon the eurth. The czuse of the Lord,
betrayed by the sluggishness snd cowardice of mefwill achieve &
brillient triwmph. The hosts of hesven will appeur on the fields
of battle. They will brsak the dominaticn of the anti-Christ and
will cast him back into the chaos from which he wnleashed tbe

powers of evil.

ﬂo find ourselves in the finel stage of the struggle between
good and evil. The result cun be « greut spiritual regeneration
or an irreparable downfall, Salvation ig etill possible though the
rudder hus slipped fros our hands. The forces of evil have not yet
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achieved a complete victory over the powers of life witnin us. A
3 and 1t caz booome the soures
of « dazzling spiritusl rebirth. The only return to salvation is
a return to the Lord. NWe must ansver the cull of bis love. Ve

must discover the hidden causes of our political, economic, wnd

social problems. We must bring relief to the world by freeing ourselves

of the evils which &re guuwing at our intestines, for external
disorder is merely the renecu'c_x_:_t?t internal aisorder. "The
rutor:n.lcn of morel bﬂn—.ﬁﬁdﬂ, not oaly in the form of
e v e vt i it 1 7 S B
vital human pmblm/‘,\(lon Mote, Cranii de lemn, page 68.) Let us,
therefore abandon the fulse position in which we huve placed ourselves
in the order of creation. Let us accept the nstural frumework of
man's existence. Let us put aside the ubsurd premise of interest
and obey instead the sovereign rights of love. Let us remounce tils
deception und veek the way of grece. Lat us coufess thy faiiure of
all humun effort to esteblish u just society. Let us pluce all our
hopes upon the only means by which we can succued, our Christianity.
Socisl progress consgitutes, "uil that is in harauny with moral
law,® seys Ion dota. One morwl luw has proved to be grunter tlmun
11l others. The Saviour uskes it the busis of wil hwaun virtues;

it 1s the law of iove. By fuliowing it we cen nevir gtrey froo the

true rocd in the rebuilding of our uttivs, for we will be guiced by

the power of)t.bo Lord. 1he hurmony whica love forges cun solve all
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problsas of political, econoaic, sociul,sud culturul contradictiovns
nterset, "lava i the cey to ps:ce. The Loré has offered it to

nf
Lo ¥ 4]

all peoples of the world, 411 will be coavinced of its vulues.

Doubt wilil be dispelled. Peuce and tranyulllity cen only ba attained
through ths love which God hus implanted in the soul of men. This
love synthesizes sll buman attributes and lesds man to the Suviour
bimself.® (C.Z.C., fentru Legioneri, puge 300.)

Humanity has always suffered, yet froa time ixwmemorial it has
alweys dreumed of a golden uge which is said to have existed on
sarth, b\n which was destroyed by the forces of evil. Authorities
declars thet this drsom in the oconscience of man is a reminiscence
of the o:d.at;oueo of puradise. This golden uge never existed, but if
such a period were possible it would have to be called the ege of

love.
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