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Japan, Tokyo
SOURCE EVALUATIONS ARE DEFINITIVE. APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE.

Fares 1-2: A trained American obaerver (B); from a Japanese journalist who
specializes :.:- foreign affairs (F).
Para 3: An Amcrican %. • .:}1 numerous contacts among Japanese journalists (1); from
an employ( of the Ymiuri Shimto.in
Appraisal of Ccntcnr,: 3.

1. SHORIKT ”atsutaro recently offered (14O qa ,,hmku u4nn,n11,1 ,10 if ^‘Y" could
secure the I'remiershio for SPORTKI. 1 ONO's resoonse was :i ncular, to the
effect that SHORIKI should give him the money first and then he would concider
the matter.

2. SHORTKI's apoointment as State 7"mister i n charge of atom i c affairs was made on
the understanding thac SHORTKI would have Yomiuri Sh i mhun suoonrt the w‘Tr",1
Tchirn admin stration.

3. SHORIKI Mstsutero has im,tructed the news staff of the Yomiuri Shimbun to
support the proposal that Premier HATOYAMA Ichiro go to Moscow to settle the
Japan-Soviet negotiations and to criticize the failure of Foreign Minister
SHIGEM1TSU Mamoru as negotiator with the USSR. SHORIKI is doing this to back
KONO Ichiro; end hopes thereby to be rewarded with the Secretary-Generalship of
the Liberal-Democratic Party and a cabinet post as wel1. 2 SHORIKI's ultimate
goal is the Premiership.

Source Comments

1. According to general belief, SHORIKI is now wealthier than KONO.

2. SHORIKI is also motivated by the fact that he is under obligation to KONO
for favors in the past. SHORIKI realizes that :ONO wants to become
secretary-general of tilt- party but feels that KONO might ,ive up this
ambition in SHORIKI's favor.
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