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April 21, 1955

Deer Mr. C._

fa your memorand= of January 27, 1955, you recommoded that the
United States Goverment support and sponsor the forthcoming trip to
Japan by John Jar Hopkins, President of General Dynamics, Incorporated.
Mr. Farley of this office ban discussed our views on this proposal with
Mr. Jack Shaffer, tat Iliad that we have not confirmed this convereatien.-

We are phi-sad tome contacts between representatives of private
industry in this and other countries who are interested in the peaceful
uses of atomic energy. WO ham, of course no objection to Mt. Hopkins'
trip in his capacity as a private citisen

 course, 
industrialist, and we have

made this clear in discussions with officials of General Dynamics.

I am sot persuaded, however, of the vied= of official endorsement
of his trip. Mr. Hopkins has received a good deal of publicity as a re.
suit of his espousal of on wAtomic Marshall Plan.* This proposal differs
in important respects fro: our estabLished national policy regarding
cooperation with other countries In the atomic 0mm/field, which does
not envisage a broad program of grant aid. We would run the risk of ea-
couraging false hopes as to the prospects of United States financing of
atomic power plants, and also as to the imineme of atomic power, if we
were to indorse Mr. Hopkins as a United States spokesmen.

With regard to the role of Mr. Shoriki in arranging for Mr. Hopkins'
trip, I trust that you have seen the massages from our Embassy in Tokyo
concerning the oontroversial nature of Mr. Shoriki as a public figure
(e.g., Tokyo despatch 1099, a copy of which has been furnished your Agency).

With regard to your reoommendation that a top-leve/ atomic AA:deist
be selected by a Government agency to acoompanyMr. Hopkins, we understand
that Dr. 1.0. Lawrence and Dr. L. R. Bested will accompany Mr. Hopkins,
although not in any official capacity.

Sincerely yours,

Gerard C. Smith
SmsialAesiet.anttotbe-Secretely--

Central Intelligence Agency, FOR COORDINATION WITH-- 5pecial insistent to the Director,

Washington, D. C.
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