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SHIMOMURA Sadamu (or Sadashi or Sade or Tei)

Minister of Ware f / _
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Appointed Minister of War 8/23/45 to succeed. £.1.H, Prince General HIGASHI-KUNI
Naruhito, Premier, who was concurrently Minister of War.

Born: 1887, Xotni=ken
Career: '
1308 (e} i 0 ege,

Note: Clagsmate at Military Acadmy of H.I.H. Prince General HIGASEI~KUNI
who was in France for study of military tactics 1920-27.

ue of Nations;

Jan. 1932-Mar. 193 moss. spation op
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1939 Promoted¥0 LT. General

1940 Dicagtor of Aptillery and Engineering School (for 2nd lieutenants

of theTO¥PaGtive Corps)

1941 President (or Diregtor) of irmy Stuff College; probably succeeded

Lt. Genore:—FUdiB- (or FUJIYE) Keisuke who was in post in 1940
Mer, 25, 1942<Mar. £3;-194t+—Commander of Japoness Foroes in Shanghal Arsa

Mar. 23, 1944-Nov w’ Commander~in~Chief of Japan Western Defense
CommanIEraue gd-bé. General FUJIE (or FUJIYE Kelsuke;

Nov,

Moy 7, 1945 ?\omoted to full General
Aug. 23, 1945 \@poin’cad Minister of War

Auge 26, 1945 First Rndio Address as War Minister
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”Actunlly, I, SHMWRA, while in North China, learned of our -
nation's acceptance of the Potsdam Declaration just before H.I.M. made his
broadcast.«sI was completely shooked at this news which came as a bolt from
the blue, It is gomewhat embu-usxng, but I spent the whole night in bitter
tears. and deep thought,"

The following morning he wrote the instructional messcge. "I’?«
hereby give orders to all officers and men, with bitter tears. The Imperial
deoision was made, based upon a farsighted policy in our country. In awo
and reverence, we must accept this Imperial decision, Those who disobey
or oppose the spirit, expressed in the Imperial Rescript will be firmly dezlt
‘with even though such acts might be originated from the genuine bushido spirit.

His "enlightenment" - came upon remembering "Imperial instractions"
which he has read daily ever since his youth. "Should the glory of the
Imperial throne ever wane, you men share the sorrow with use"sess 8

As long as thero is a hope rémaining, even though how small and
little that may be, to guard that hope and to accomplish that hope is the path
the true soldier must £olloWesesesse.." Adviges hope and caution and to

_have faith in tha goverrment authoriiies. Warns that post war settloment will’
not be made in short time so will be needed. "Perserverance that can last a
long peried of time until the time of our grandchildrents generation. We
must.bear all hardships and contribute every effort to post wor recomstruction”

_sesessThe army men and those attached to the army, following their discharge,
must go into the society and muat fight ageinst the miseries of life. On
this. soore I deeply sympathize with you. Not only the government will strive
to astabllize your life but you will also strive to work at your jobs with
clear hearts.”

-'In closing refers to the story of the 47 Ronin é.a anologous.
(Romaji to GEA a/zs/a.s? : . v
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