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1. At a meeting of the Progressive Party Supreme Staff CoMmitteel on 6 April 1954,
=MORI Tokutaro, Party advisor and former Manch Minister', criticised Progres-
sive Party President SRIGEMIMFMamorn, holding him responsible for the Progres-
sives' ambiguous response to the Literal Party's approaches to a merger. EITAMORI
advocated that a rapprochement with the Liberals not be undertaken until the inves-
tigation of the shipping scandals is completed, since at the present time no one
can he Certain as to just who is going to be involved in the scandals. BO pointed
out that the Liberal overtures to the Progressives are a measure of desperation.

2. Specifically, KITARMA arlticised SHIGEMITSU for meeting with chief Liberal
policy-maker IKEDA. Nayato-7, reasoning that MIURA4, IKEDA's opposite in the Progres-
sive Party, should have been the man to meet IKEDA. When SHIGEMITSU defended this
meeting by stating that IKEDA had requested it, RITAMORA countered, that SEIGEMITSU
should not meet anyone just because they had requested an interYlev.

EgEda

1. Presumably the Central Standing Committee (Chuo Jonin 	 of the Progres-
sive Party is intended.

2. MUM was appointed Transportation Minister in the ICRTATJAHA Cabinet in
December 1947 and Finance Minister in the ASRIDA Cabinet in March 1948.

0 .0

3. According to the press, SRIGEMITSU had a "secret rendezvous° at his home in
Yugawara (Shizuoka-ken) on 4 April 2994 with former Finance Minister IKEDA.
After the meeting, SRIGEMITSU is reported to have stated, °I think it is im-
portant for responsible leaders of the Liberal, Progressive and Japan Liberal
Parties to get together and exchange opinions on ways and means to settle the
political situation." This statement was heralded as one of the most clear-
cut indications of the real possibility of a conservative merger made to date.

4. This is probably MIURA Kunio, House of Representatives member from Aomori,
whose position as Chairman of the Progressives' Political Policy Committee
(Seisaku Iinkai) corresponds to that of IKEDA in the Liberal Party.
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