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. POLITICAL REPGRT - I "
1. National and Foreign Affnirs: ‘

SHIGEMITSU Accepts Nomination: SHIGEMITSU Mamoru, former
Fareign Miniater who signed the surremder doouments on board the USS "Mis- .
souri" 2 Sep 45, has aocepted the namination for president of the Progres- : -
eive Party (INTSUM 3517). He mnde his acceptance in e oall on former Pre-
mier ASHIDA Hitoshi, one of tho party's senior advisors, Howover, although - s ax P
ASHIDAts support undoubtedly will influence many Progreessgives, there is ocon~ . i
. siderable opposition to SHIGEMITSU among that eection of the party which : ’
* follows MIKI Takeo, the party's secrotary-general, TOMABECHI Gizo, ax-

Cabdnet Minister who is head of the party's naminating camtittee, prodicted _ - - ]
a struggle within the party which mey result in same loes of dissonting . . N
members, and indicated that his coammdttec would not take hasty action. (a) ) = LT ’
) Camsent: 4lthough he has no political background, SHIGEMITSU : }

stands head and shoulders above any othor suggestod Progressive

candidate as a national figure, Now 65, ho had o long and dis- . B

tinguishod career in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, starting g - e

in 1911, Ho was Minister to China in 1931, and lost a log in a - )

banb explosion in Shanghai in 1932, He was Vioe Foreign Minister

in 1933, Ambassador to the Soviet Union in 1936, and suoccoeded

present Primo Ministor as Ambassodor to England in 1939, He be-

come Ambassador to China again in 1941, and Foreign Minister un-

der TOJO, and concurrontly in 1944 hoad of the Greater East Asia

Prosperity Isaguo, Ho resignod 7 Apr 45, but was oalled back to

be Forcign Minister in the "surrender Cobinot! of HIGASHI-KUNI

17 dug 45, After the Oocupstion, ho vas triod and cémvioted as -

‘e war, oriminal, and impriscned in Sugamo, Ho wes releuedtrn . 4§
) m-ilon 21 50 (INTS®R{ 2995). and 3 dopurged 2, Max 52, oo
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