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= o oo There are perszstent rumors in Argentona that -8ecu~
. 3.5(c) .. ; rity forees dre murdering polztzcal _prigoners before the ‘
e - Inter-Ameridan Human Rtght ormmas'z.on vzszt next: month..
: ]f?“ Despite a marked decrease recently in the number of <
S persons 111egally detained by ‘the government,.several g
3.3(b)(1) 1 secret detention centers may still exist. According to -

; -diplomats who monitor human rights in Argentina 4
‘closely, between 500 and 2,000 so-called c¢landestine <
political prisoners may still be in secret camps. An
International Red. Cross: spokesman'ln Geneva, however, ,
believes there are onlyra'"few dozen"™ prisoners in this E
catedory..  The US Embassy in Buenos Aires reports that
relatives. of the missing persons and local human rights
-advocates contend that’ the remalnlng prlsoners are belng

;*murdered. : e

3.5(c)"

R , SN 4»‘e Argentine‘Government%maygfear the»embarrassment
P : of allow1ng the ‘human rights delegation to see prlsoners
" who suffered phy51ca1'mut11at10n or psychological impair-
-ment as a result .of severe 1nterrogatlon. In 1975, gov-
ernment refiisal of a terrorist demand to show. several
captured guerrlllas "alive and well" on television led - !
A :‘f a US consular agent held by the terror-’

- .35()

4 S ’ﬂlsh Government has offered to join the US,.
" the‘Vatlcan,”and perhaps othér West European governments
v : in an effort to persuyade ‘the '‘Argentine Government not to
. + kill any prisoners.
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. Argentina

b A federal judge ordered police to raid the offices
jof three human rights organizations in Buenos Aires
'yesterday. as part of an investigation .into charges that
ione of the groups had .soliciteéd false linformation con-
icerning a missing person, - according to 'a wire service
}neport.‘kA-Spokesman;fOr“the judiciary stated that the
_false information was sought in order to put pressure on
‘the government -in connection with the wisit of the OAS
‘Human Rights’' Committee earlyg, next month. Representatives
iof two of the groups said police seized more than 8,000
jcase files. (Other aspects of the human rights problem
iin Argentina are discussed on page 4.)[21
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