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PROSPECT FOR NEW EXILE ATTACKS ON HAITI ' . 18
The recent three-week rebel incursion from the Dominican '
Republic caused little physical damage but inflicted a
psychological defeat on the Duvaller regime which may en-
courage more such attacks. soon.
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PROSPECT FOR NEW EXILE ATTACKS ON

The successful three-week
incursion of Haiti in June and
July by a rebel exile group from
the Dominican Republic may en-
courage more attacks in the near
future. Indeed, plans for fur-
ther exile operations are well
advanced, |

'Moreover,

there are indications that ex-
iles other than those located in
the Dominican Republic may pro-
vide financial backing for these
new "invasions." Such unusual
cohesion in Haitian exile cir-
cles would add a new dimension

to the struggle against the Duva-
lier dictatorship.

The rebels who operated in
Haiti apparently caused 1little
physical damage, but they did
inflict a psychological defeat
on the Duvalier forces. The
failure to come to grips with
the rebels has undermined the
regime's confidence in its abili-
ty to deal with future challenges

Approved for Release: 2019/02/25 C06170101

ETg‘W

Western Hemisphere

HAITI

of this nature. Also, the con-
fusion that marked the antirebel
operations, together with anti-
Duvalier demonstrations in the
southern town of Jacmel, caused
increased friction between the
armed forces and the militia.

Although it is difficult

‘to gauge, anti-Duvalier sentiment

seems to be growing among some
disgruntled military elements.
The thrust of current rumors in
Port-au-Prince is that the armed
forces, disgusted with Duvalier's
recent actions, are planning to
move against him.

Duvalier, meanwhile, is
continuing his efforts to obtain
military equipment from abroad
to assuage the dissatisfaction
among his troops over their mea-
ger and antiquated weapons
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